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Madame Chairwoman and Distinguished Senators:

that Tennessee woul ected. By the afternoon of the 5™, the system was in Arkansas and was tracking towards

Tennessee and Mississippli ncreasing in strength. The Tennessee Emergency Management Agency has regional
offices in Jackson, Tenn., Nashville, and Knoxville. Conference calls were conducted with each region, the National
Weather Service, and County Emergency Managers in the regions to insure that all were alerted to and discuss the

weather threat. This is a routine practice for Tennessee when threats appear imminent. Our State Emergency Operations



Center had increased staff to handle the expected weather related communications traffic, and the State on-call officer

remained in Operations after the normal office hours in anticipation of the upcoming weather events.

At 5:48 p.m. the State Emergency Operations Center received confirmation from the Memphis/Shelby County

Emergency Management Operations Center that a tornado had touched down indSouth Memphis. The state on-call

officer notified me of the Shelby County weather event and at 6:30 p.m., he State Emergency Operations

Center activated. In Tennessee, the activation of the State Emergency Operations declares a State of Emergency.

I responded to the Operations Center and notified Governor Brede

Adjutant General. | then called Phil May, the FE Region IV A brief him on the

weather conditions and to alert him that the ions Center was a d at a level three. Mr. May asked if | would

like a FEMA liaison deployed, and one was in place in two hours. FEMA also provided a Federal Incident

Response Support Team.

far enough along that nor Bredesen requested a Presidential Disaster be declared at 5:23 p.m. on February 7™,

2008. We were notified at .m. on February 7" that the President had declared five counties. This number would

eventually increase to a total of 19 counties.

During the subsequent days, weeks and months, FEMA was a full partner with the State as we worked through the

myriad of challenges associated with both public and individual assistance. The Joint Field Office performed admirably



under Gracia Szczech as disaster field offices were set up to serve our citizens. The Joint Field Office closed on April

25" 2008.

FEMA responded rapidly with appropriate assets and worked with the State and local officials to achieve the very best

outcomes under the circumstances. | have no negatives to report on FEMA’s regponse and recovery.

effort revolves aroun ew Madrid Seismic Zone. It is a grass roots initiative starting with local jurisdictions, then

state and finally regional p . | want to stress that this catastrophic planning effort is valuable not just for
earthquake preparation, but transfers to any catastrophic event. On behalf of the eight Consortium states, | urge

continued funding for FEMA to continue this worthy project.



On the larger issue of FEMA Response and Recovery to the 5 February tornadoes in Tennessee, while we hope not to

require their assistance anytime soon, FEMA is always a welcome partner to the Volunteer state.

This concludes my formal statement to the subcommittee.




