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Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the Subcommittee for holding this hearing this afternoon.  I am very grateful to President Obama for nominating me to a second term as a Governor of the United States Postal Service.  I appreciate the Committee’s actions in taking up my nomination so quickly.  

I might also add on a personal basis that I would like to thank the Chairman for your continued accessibility and very genuine interest in and concern for Postal matters.  I have enjoyed working with you to address Postal issues and hope to be able to continue those efforts over the next several years.

Finally, I would like to thank a long time friend from Pennsylvania and great public servant, Senator Bob Casey, for taking the time out of an incredibly busy schedule to introduce me to the Committee.  Thank you very much Senator Casey.

I have been asked why, given the dire financial condition of the Postal Service, I would want to serve a second term.  To that I have a simple answer.  In my nine years of service on the Board, I have had experience with challenges the likes of which I could have never anticipated when I was first nominated.  

At my very first Board meeting, the Governors were discussing the impending loss of $500 million dollars – a half a billion dollar loss was not what I expected to address at my first meeting.  Shortly thereafter, the 9-11 terrorist attacks and the anthrax attacks shook the nation, the mailing industry, and the Postal Service.  A number of challenges have followed since then.  Those challenges have been significant, but none more so than the current fiscal crisis.  I would not want to leave the Board in the middle of those efforts, and if confirmed, I hope to have a hand in returning the Postal Service to solid fiscal health.  

Since 2003, I have served as a Member or Chair of the Strategic Planning Committee of the Board.  In addition, I served as Vice Chairman of the Board from 2005 through 2007.  I was greatly honored to serve as Chairman of the Board in 2008.  
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During my tenure, I instituted regular meetings between the Board as a whole and various stakeholders.  I reorganized the Board’s committees to have a full standing Committee dedicated to government relations to allow for a more robust interaction between the Board and Congress.  I was also the first Chairman to address a convention of one of the Postal Service’s labor organizations. 

As an individual member of the Board, I have spoken regularly with individual stakeholders one-on-one, to hear their unique perspectives on the many challenges confronting the Postal Service and their ideas for addressing those challenges.  

The role of the Board of Governors is to set policies and goals for Postal management and to provide oversight to management in the achievement of those goals and policies.  I have used my background as a business lawyer and as a former elected official in reviewing Postal issues and solutions. I have applied my legal experience to analyze the issues, and I’ve used my government experience to interact with the general public and elected officials, and to insure that our stakeholders are fully engaged.  

I believe my nine years of experience as a Governor will be useful in guiding the Postal Service forward during this very troubling financial crisis.  I am hopeful of having the honor and privilege of continuing my commitment to the Postal Service, and of helping to restore the Postal Service to fiscal stability.  In short, I am dedicated to the goals we all share, protecting the immediate and long-term viability of America’s postal system, and the American public’s need for universal mail service.

Again, I thank you for holding this hearing and I will be happy to answer any questions you may have.  

