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Good morning. Today the Committee takes up the nominations of Erroll G. Southers to be Assistant Secretary of Homeland Security in charge of the Transportation Security Administration, and Daniel Gordon to be Administrator of the Office of Federal Procurement Policy at the Office of Management and Budget.


We’re going to begin with the nomination of Mr. Southers.  You have been nominated to administer an agency which in very few years has grown to a large size and has great importance to the American people.  It’s one of the federal agencies that has more direct personal contact with citizens of our country than any other. It is composed of 50,000 employees and has a budget of $7 billion, with a very important mission to protect the safety of passengers and cargo travelling by air, road or rail.

To this job, you bring nearly three decades of experience in public safety, homeland security and intelligence carried out at all levels of government and in academia.


In your current position as the Assistant Chief of Homeland Security and Intelligence at Los Angeles World Airports, you have had responsibility for the security of Los Angeles’ four area airports. Previously, Mr. Southers taught homeland security and public policy at the University of Southern California, and served as deputy director of the California Governor’s Office of Homeland Security, and also worked as an FBI special agent and as a police officer in Santa Monica, California.



If Mr. Southers is confirmed as TSA Administrator, he will be taking charge of an agency that I think has made enormous strides in the last eight years to strengthen the security of the commercial aviation sector but that clearly must make more progress increasing the security, not only of air travel, but of other forms of transportation, particularly mass transit, including railways.


I have several questions that I want to ask you in that regard, but for now it’s a pleasure to welcome you here. I appreciate that you are willing to take on this job and now I call on Senator Collins for an opening statement.  


We will now reconvene and move to the nomination of Daniel Gordon to be the Administrator of the Office of Federal Procurement Policy at the Office of Management and Budget.  The purpose of the Office of Federal Procurement Policy, or OFPP, is to bring economy, efficiency and effectiveness to federal procurement, and of course the job of the Administrator has grown more challenging by the year.  

The sheer size of federal contracting puts an enormous amount of responsibility on this office.  Just to give you a sense of it, in Fiscal Year 2008, the latest year for which we have complete data, the federal government spent $539 billion on contracts – an amount that’s about two and a half times above what the government was spending at the beginning of the decade.  

And as the amount of contracting has grown, so has the complexity of what we purchase.  Agencies, of course, still make traditional purchases, like office supplies and furniture, but they also contract for an astounding array of goods and services, from information technology systems to pharmaceuticals to intelligence analysis.


I am grateful that President Obama has turned to a real experienced expert in this field to serve as Administrator of OFPP.  Since 1992, Mr. Gordon has been an attorney at the Government Accountability Office, so we feel a particular closeness to him, and he has risen up through the ranks to be Deputy General Counsel.  Since May, he has served as Acting General Counsel at GAO.  And I think it’s fair to say he is known throughout the procurement community as a very informed, experienced and thoughtful lawyer.


Mr. Gordon will have no shortage of challenges at OFPP.  He’s going to need to push agencies to replenish their acquisition workforces, which simply have not kept pace with the growth in contracting.  He’s going to have to be sure that competition remains the cornerstone of contracting.  He will have to improve our federal data systems that provide transparency into contracting, which too often have inaccurate or untimely information.  And he’s going to have to help guide agencies in the important task of deciding when it is appropriate to turn to the private sector to perform work, and when a function is so central to an agency’s public mission that it should remain in the hands of public employees.


If you’re still willing to proceed with this hearing after that description of your responsibilities, Mr. Gordon, I welcome you and I’ll have questions for you after your opening statement.  
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