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Good morning. Today’s hearing was scheduled and planned more than a month ago as part of our Committee’s responsibility to monitor the terrorist threat to our homeland and to oversee our government’s defense of us from that threat. 
For the last three years, our Committee has had a particular focus on homegrown, Islamist terrorism, that is, attacks planned against America by people living in our country, as opposed to the attackers of 9/11, who came from outside our country.


Then, suddenly in the last two weeks, we have had arrests in three very serious cases of homegrown terrorism: Two lone wolves – Michael Finton and Hosam Maher Smadi – and one more ominous cell led by Najibullah Zazi.


These are certainly not the first such plots against our country that have been broken since 9/11. In fact we have been a nation regularly under attack, but these cases were significant and bring a sense of real time urgency to our hearing today.


Finton was about to detonate a bomb against the federal building in Springfield, Ill., and Smadi was in the process of an attack against the Wells Fargo Motor Bank in Dallas, Texas.


Those three cases realize both our worst fears about homegrown Islamist terrorist attacks against American and our best hopes for our government’s capability to defend us from them.


The Zazi case is the scenario we have worried about and watched: A legal permanent resident of America, free, therefore, to travel in and out of our country, going to Pakistan, connecting with al Qaeda there, receiving training and perhaps direction, and returning to join with others here in an attack on New York.


When Senator Collins and I were first briefed on the Zazi case, we each had the same sense of gratitude that all the things that have been done by Congress, the Bush and Obama Administrations, and hundreds of thousands of U.S. government employees since 9/11 worked. 


The DHS, FBI, NCTC, DNI, CIA, NSA and many others worked smoothly with each other and state and local law enforcement to stop Zazi before he attacked. They brought a wide range of resources – technical and human – brilliantly to bear on this case and connected the dots that lead from New York to al Qaeda in south Asia and back to New York.


The Finton and Smadi cases are less complicated but they were also daunting for law enforcement because they involve individuals outside of the cities we have thought were priority targets – New York, D.C. and Los Angeles – who we call lone wolves because they apparently acted alone and were, therefore, less likely to turn up on the many technological and human walls we have built since 9/11 to protect our homeland.


And yet, their lonely terrorist plots were discovered and stopped. So, as we convene this hearing, these three cases should lead us to two conclusions.


First, although we have won significant victories over al Qaeda since they attacked us on 9/11/01, when war with them was effectively declared by our government, al Qaeda is still out there, and in here, and maintains a potent and hateful desire to attack the people of the U.S. as well as most every other segment of humanity that does not share their fanatical theology, ideology, and ambition for conquests and suppression of freedom. This war and its threats to our homeland are not over and will not be for a long time.


Second, we have together made enormous progress in our ability to protect our people from terrorists. For this I thank the three leaders who are with us as witnesses today and their organizations, those who preceded them, and all those who work with them, including the men and women of our intelligence community who necessarily are unseen.


In this war in which our enemy requires only a small number of fanatics who don’t care about their lives or, obviously, the lives of others, and we require enormous numbers of people to defend our free and open society against them, we are all only as good as our ability to stop the last terrorist plot.


Eternal and extensive vigilance is, in this war, truly the price of our liberty. So, the work of homeland security goes on 365 days a year, but this morning, I want to pause to say “thank you” to you, Secretary Napolitano, Director Mueller, and Director Leiter, and all who work with you for all you do every day to protect the American people.


I look forward to your testimony and to hearing what more Congress can do to help you do your jobs for us.


Senator Collins?







       -30-

340 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510

Tel: (202) 224-2627                 Web: http://hsgac.senate.gov

