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The most effective border security system cannot protect our nation from “homegrown terrorists,” individuals already living in our country who become radicalized and committed to a violent ideology.  Three years ago, this Committee launched an investigation into homegrown terrorism and the process by which individuals within the United States could become radicalized and commit terrorist attacks.  
Our investigation has examined radicalization among prison populations, as well as the efforts by federal, state, and local law enforcement to counter the homegrown threat and the role of the Internet in the radicalization process.  This past October, however, the threat of homegrown terrorism took another disturbing turn when a young man from Minnesota carried out a suicide bombing in Somalia.
FBI Director Mueller believes that this suicide bombing marked the first time that a U.S. citizen had carried out a terrorist suicide bombing.  Although the bombing took place in Somalia, Director Mueller stated that it appears that the individual had been radicalized in his hometown of Minneapolis.  Even more disturbing, this young man may not be the only American citizen to have traveled to Somalia to join the terrorist group known as al-Shabaab.

The danger brought to light by these revelations is clear.  Radicalized individuals, trained in terrorist tactics and in possession of American passports, can pose a threat to the security of the United States.  

Our discussion today is not just a consideration of the counterterrorism tactics and intelligence gathering needed to counter this threat, but also should serve to remind us that there is a personal side to this story.  These young men left behind families who care deeply for them and want to see them come home unharmed.  They left behind a community which lived, worked, and worshipped with them and which now lives under a cloud of suspicion, worrying that perhaps tomorrow their own children might not come home.  

Two of our witnesses have traveled from Minneapolis to talk about this side of the story with us today.  Like so many Somali immigrants, these are patriotic American citizens who have bravely come forward to tell their story and to help us find the answers to questions that trouble all of us:
· What drew these young men to adopt a violent extremist ideology with such fervor that they traveled thousands of miles to join a terrorist group?
· Is there an individual or network operating within the United States facilitating recruitment or providing financial support for al-Shabaab?
· How can we work with the American Somali community – and any other community where a violent extremist ideology might take root – to ensure that other young Americans do not stray down the same path?

These are among the questions we will explore as our Committee continues to examine the threat of homegrown terrorism. 
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