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Thank you Mr. Chairman for conducting this important hearing.  It’s Congress’s job to make sure investments intended to jumpstart this economy are wise and managed properly.  Americans need a reason to shake off their disappointment in Washington.  We have new leadership; and a new opportunity.  We must do better.  The time is now.

In Colorado and across the nation – the recovery package is beginning to create jobs.  The investments we are making in our roads, bridges, highways, health care, energy and education are sound investments.  But we must try to steward every last dime.  America cannot afford waste, fraud or abuse.  

I traveled to 14 counties while Congress took its Easter break.  I heard from Coloradans who are struggling.  Coloradans are on the front lines combating soaring joblessness, rising health care costs, and an education system that is failing far too many kids. 

The unemployment rate reached 7.5% last week in Colorado.   People looking for work in this job market are fighting an uphill battle.  Our communities must come together to help them during this tough time.  

But more importantly to our future, we must use this moment to reinvest in the sectors which will drive job creation.  This means green jobs, high-wage infrastructure jobs, disease research and technology training.  The middle class will benefit most from these investments.  And we must always remember that our middle class is our greatest resource.

Passing the rescue package does not end Congress’s work.  We must ensure that states and localities receive the funds quickly, efficiently, and appropriately.  We must get the word out -- middle class families need to know about the tax credits and tax cuts that are available to them.

And we must work to prevent abuse of these newly available funds.  Where we find that someone has tried to defraud the government, we must swiftly investigate, prosecute and punish. 

The only way to conduct proper oversight is to work together.  For Colorado, that means our congressional delegation working with our Governor.  And it means government at all levels working with the private sector.  Communication and information sharing are key.

Oversight is about getting the details right.  Congress must earn its keep -- protecting the money that is supposed to be working for the American people. 

This GAO Report is mostly very encouraging news. But just as more and more Americans will bounce back as they utilize rescue resources, potential wrongdoers will get more sophisticated in their attempts at abusing the system too.  We have to keep after oversight.  We must engage local, state and federal officials so if and when there’s a problem, we’re on top of it and not caught flat-footed.
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