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Good morning.  I want to welcome our witnesses to this hearing as part of the sixth Children’s Congress organized by the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF).  I would also like to welcome Senators Lautenberg and Shaheen, whose families have both been personally touched by this disease. 
Over the past several years, Senator Collins has chaired five similar hearings of this Committee that focused on the impact of juvenile diabetes on children, breakthroughs in research, the partnership between the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and the National Institutes of Health, and the challenges of developing effective treatments for a cure for this disease.
In honor of her leadership on this issue, I am turning the gavel over to Senator Collins and I look forward to her opening statement. 

(Collins finishes, calls on Senator)

Thank you, Senator Collins, for your leadership in this area, and, again I would like to thank the Juvenile Diabetes  Research Foundation for organizing this, their sixth Children’s Congress and arranging for all the star power at our witness tables today.

I want to offer a special welcome to one of those stars: J. Patrick Lacher III from South Glastonbury, Connecticut, who will share his story with us today.  At the ripe old age of 13, Patrick already has already accomplished a lot, including raising more than $31,000 for juvenile diabetes research.  He is an aspiring lawyer, and I look forward to the day when I can welcome him into the profession, and hopefully into public service, as well.  Patrick, you’re off to a great start. Welcome also to Patrick’s fellow Nutmeggers - Delilah Brien, of Greenwich, Mikayla Cappabianca, of Torrington, Katherine Nickdow, of Monroe, and Emma Potvin, from Trumbull - whom I look forward to meeting after this hearing.  It is great to see all these wonderful kids here today, representing states from all over the country, and thanks to all the families for caring so much about this issue and spending your time to inform Congress. 

Since diabetes was first recorded as a disease in 1552 B.C. by an Egyptian physician, we have seen a steady evolution of understanding the disease and effective treatments. 
But the prevention of and cure for juvenile diabetes still remain out of reach.  And that’s why it is so important to support the work of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. 

The numbers speak for themselves. Juvenile diabetes strikes 15,000 new children every year in the United States. That’s 40 kids a day, each of whom will spend their entire lives taking multiple insulin shots each day, using blood sugar monitors, and worrying about complications that may arise despite their best effort to control their disease.  The disease will affect almost all aspects of their lives, just as it affects all aspects of yours.

JDRF is nearing the 40th anniversary of its founding, and in all that time has given over $1.3 billion to fund research in the quest for a cure and find ways to make this disease more manageable for those who have to live with it every day.

This research money, and further support from the JDRF-NIH joint federal-private partnership, supports innovations such as development of an artificial pancreas, once a fantasy that soon will be a reality. One such partnership involves Yale University Medical School which focuses on ways to close the gap between blood sugar monitoring and insulin dosing. 

Despite this progress, there is still so much more to be done.  Senator Collins has championed legislation in this area, and I have pushed for years for NIH to speed up research into treatments and cures for diseases like juvenile diabetes.  

So, our fight continues, and I know that everyone in this room is committed for the long term no matter how long it takes, until we can tell a child diagnosed with Type I diabetes: “We have a cure.”

Thank you.
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