10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNI TED STATES OF AVMERI CA
COW TTEE ON HOVELAND SECURI TY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS

AND THE PERMANENT SUBCOWM TTEE ON | NVESTI GATI ONS

| NTERVI EW OF
SAIC Buffalo
SPECI AL AGENT | N CHARGE,

U S. SECRET SERVI CE

Room SD- 342
Dirksen Senate O fice Building
Washi ngton, D.C.
Wednesday, October 9, 2024

10: 19 a. m

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.33

24



2

APPEARANCES :

On Behalf of the Witness:

10

T

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

Witness Counsel , General Counsel, Federal Law
Enforcement Officers Association

WEEYEM], Personal Counsel to SAIC [ [VIRTUAL]

Agency Counsel , Deputy Chief Counsel, U.S. Secret

Service

Agency Counsel , General Attorney, Department of

Homeland Security

On Behalf of Chairman Peters:

EINIEEM Chief Counsel/Chief Investigative Counsel,
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
Committee

HSGAC Majority , Deputy Chief Counsel, Senate

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee

HSGAC Majority , Senior Investigative Counsel,

Senate
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee

HSGAC Majority , Senior Investigator, Senate Homeland

Security and Governmental Affairs Committee

On Behalf of Ranking Member Paul:

HSGAC Minority , Staff Director, Senate Homeland

Security and Governmental Affairs Committee

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE
T P O n e www.TP.One (800.367.33

25



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

APPEARANCES (conti nued):

HSGAC Minority , Chief Counsel, Senate Honel and

Security and Governnental Affairs Commttee

On Behal f of PSI Chairman Bl unent hal :

EXSSYE: Counsel, Permanent Subconmittee
on I nvestigations [VI RTUAL]

On Behal f of PSI Ranki ng Menber Johnson:

EIEM Staff Director,

Per manent Subcomm ttee on | nvestigations

B Chi ef Counsel, Permanent
Subcomm ttee on I nvestigations
RIS Dcputy Staff Director,

Per manent Subcomm ttee on | nvestigations

Scheduling@TP.One

TP O ne www.TP.One

800.FOR.DE
(800.367.33

26



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

EXH BI TS:

1) Enmmils Bates Stanped 2614-2618

2) Email|l Bates Stanped 2953

3) Email Dated 7/1/24 to

4) Sergeant Test i nony

5) Email Dated 7/13/24 at 7:33 p.m
6) Email Dated 7/13/24 at 11:55 p.m

7) Interview wth Lieutenant

8) Emmil Dated 7/13/24 from[ity at 9:59 p.m

TP One

Scheduling@TP.One
www.TP.One

17

37

45

95

101

104

110

133

800.FOR.DE
(800.367.33

27



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PROCEEDI NGS

WSSO Okay.

interview of U S. Secret Service Special Agent In Char

Good norning. This is a transc

ri bed

ge

bei ng conducted by the Senate Conmttee on

Honmel and Security and Governnental Affairs and the Sen

Per manent Subcomm ttee on Investigations.

ate

This interview was requested by Conmttee Chairman

Gary Peters, Ranking Menber Rand Paul, as well as

Subcomm ttee Chai rman Ri chard Bl unent hal

Ron Johnson. This is a part of the Commttee's

and Ranki ng Menber

i nvestigation of the July 13, 2024, assassination attenpt

on fornmer President Trunp, and the U S. Secret Service

pl anni ng i n advance of and response related to the events

in Butler, Pennsylvania, on July 13th, 2024.

On July 25, 2024, and again on Septenber 11lth, 20

Chai rmen Peters,

Bl unent hal , and Ranki ng Menbers Paul

24,

and

Johnson requested a voluntary transcribed interview with

U.S. Secret Service personnel, including M. T8 Ve

provi de introductions and then expl ain how today's

intervieww || proceed. And first, I'll ask you, M. IS
to introduce yourself and your title, and then counsel to
I ntroduce thensel ves.
IEES:  tello. ny nane is R
and I'ma Special Agent In Charge of the Buffalo Field
Ofice.
TP One e TPOne 80026733
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: Witness Counsel . 1 represent SAIC "
and also WAGEEEReeInRe] . Witness Counsel also representing SAIC

If™. I have to leave at around 12:30 to 1:00, and Mr.
will pick up right after, so he's going to be
listening in online.

Agency Counsel [l Agency Counsel here for the Secret.

Deputy Chief Counsel.

| Agency Counsel |l Agency Counsel , DHS Office of the
General Counsel, Oversight Counsel.

[BICIEEM: I'll now introduce my colleagues from
Chairman Peter's office and then turn it over to my
colleagues in the other offices. Today, we have

I Deputy Chief Counsel for the majority on HSGAC, as

well as GREeINAVETNIWY , Senior Investigator, and [GEeXe
VOV, Senior Counsel.

Tl : Good morning. My name is

B 'm Chief Counsel for the office of Ranking

Member Paul, with eIV , Staff Director.
ST Good morning. I'm with
Senator Johnson's office. I'm Staff Director, and we have

BT chief counsel, right here. And |

BN Deputy Staff Director. Thank you for being here.

PSI Majority : And this is EESRYET ; 1B

virtual, Senior Counsel for PSI majority.

CROXIYEIM : During today's interview, our four offices
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wi |l be asking questions, and we will try and do so in
orderly fashion so you don't have different people junping
I n on questions. And we wll plan to take breaks on the
hour, but are happy to take breaks as needed. Just please
|l et us know. The reporter is going to create a verbatim
record of what we discussed today. And with that in mnd
as |'"'msure you're famliar, please respond to questions
verbal |y because the reporter cannot properly record
nonver bal responses. Do you understand?

=S | do.

[BIIEE: This interviewis unclassified. So, if the
questions call for any information that you know to
implicate classified informati on, please state for the
record that classified information has been inplicated with
the question as well as the reason you understand this to
be classified and the limts of your ability to respond.
And once you have clarified, to the extent possible, please
provide to the best of your ability information that is
unclassified to fully respond to the question. And if
needed, we wll proceed to a classified setting and can
make t hat happen if necessary.

You are required to provide truthful answers to the
commttee. And this interviewis governed by U S. C
Section 1001, which nmakes it a crinme to provide false

I nformation to Congress, including to investigators. Do
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you under st and?

[winess — HIGLY
[BISIZEE™: s there any reason you cannot provide

truthful information in response to the questions today?

Winess  HINGS
BEE: Do you have any questions before we begin?
DI ' do not.

[ Counsel ?
A . Thank you. And for purposes of tine

here, 1'll incorporate by reference other preference or
prelimnary remarks |I've made with other w tnesses before
the coonmttees that are consistent with requests of the
Chairnmen [Technical |ssues.] at |east that we are not at
all attending any of the waiver of any Privacy Act or
personnel |aw or |aw enforcenent-sensitive information
protocols be waived, also just understanding that only the
audi o recordi ng except for, obviously, the purposes of the
court reporter. And with those comments, sir, we
appreciate the opportunity to make those statenents. Thank
you.

Iy  And our understanding as well is that the
only recording is for the purposes of the transcription
itself. Wth respect to the information received today,
the commttee intends to provide a public report on this,

and in fact, has released to the public and interimreport

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE 31

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.33



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

of its findings to date. W wll, as has been the
comrittee's practice, and as was the commttee's actions
wWth respect to the interimreport, prior to nmaking any

non- public information public, provide the agency,

yoursel f, and counsel an opportunity to review information
we intend to rely on, including information we |earned from
today's interview in advance of publication and with an
opportunity to provide any factual corrections.

It is the commttee's practice to honor valid conmmon
| aw privileges and clains, and accommobdate a w tness when
those clainms are nmade in good faith, and when a sufficient
expl anati on been provided to the commttee so that we can
eval uate those clains. Wen deciding on whether to honor
this privilege, the commttee wll weigh its need for the
i nformati on against a legitinmate basis to withhold it.
This interview today is occurring wthout prejudice to
di scussions of the commttee, and we reserve the right to
request your participation in a future interviewif
necessary.

Finally, we would ask that you not speak about what we
di scussed today in this interview with anyone outsi de of
the roomtoday in order to preserve the integrity of our
ongoi ng investigation. Wth that, before we begin, do you

have any questions?

I No questions.
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B | 'mnow going to turn over to ny coll eague
BRIy, who will begin our questions. W will spend
agai n about an hour and then break. Thank you.

BRI EE: Thank you. And, hi, Special Agent [

Is that the right title to -- or?

Bl That's fine.

RIEIESt: Thank you for taking the tinme to speak
with us today. Like said, nmy nane is
s | also work for Chairman Peters. And just as a
starting point if you could maybe give us a really brief
hi gh-1evel overview of your role and responsibilities with
respect to the July 13th rally at Butler.

Nl Sure. | was assigned as the conmand
post/slash security roomagent. And that function is
typically one, if | were to make an anal ogy to sonet hi ng
that's nore common, would be to a dispatcher or a rel ayer
of information. So, the role of the command post is to
I ngest information fromdifferent sources and then put that
i nformati on back out.

CRIEEA: Ckay, great. And we'll get into it to a
| ot nore detail about that, but that's hel pful at the
start. As another prelimnary matter, could you tell us if
you have taken any notes either before the rally or
afterwards with respect to the events on July 13th?

Nl Notes? No. Like, handwitten notes? No.
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ERISIEel: Ckay. Thank you. And then a couple
guesti ons about your background. Could you tell us how
| ong you' ve been wth the Secret Service and in what rol es?
S Sure. 1've been with the Service for a
little over 24 years, alnost 24 and a half years actually.
| started in the New York Field office in 2000, was there
for about 7 years, where | was assigned to several
different squads to include counter-surveillance squad, the
credit card fraud squad, and the protective intelligence
squad, where | finished up doing 2 or 3 years on the JTTF.
Fromthere | was transferred to the Wlliam dinton
Protective D vision in Chappaqua when he was a forner
President with then Secretary or then Senator, Secretary
Cinton. After about 5 years on their detail, |
transferred up to the Portland, Maine resident office where
| was there for about 2 years, a little over 2 years.
Fromthere | had nmy first pronotion. | was pronoted
to an assistant to the special agent in charge at the
Ral ei gh Training Center, which is down here in Beltsville,
Maryland. At the training center, | had | ed a couple of
different sections. First one was the facility section,

and then | had the judgnent and tactic section. Wile |

was assigned there, | had a tenporary assignnent as a shift
| eader, then Candidate Trunp's 2016 detail. And while I
was on that detail, |I was selected to -- | had applied for,
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and was selected for one of the in-residents naster's
degree prograns here at the National Defense University.

So, | did that at the College of International
Security Affairs, got ny nmaster's degree. Upon conpleting
that | took an assignnent in the Ofice of Protective
Qperations in the special project section at headquarters.
After that assignnent, | was pronoted to the G515 rank as
an assi stant special agent charge at the Washi ngton Field
Ofice, where | led the crimnal investigative section of
that office. And fromthere | was assigned to the speci al
agent in charge of the Buffalo Field Ofice, where | am
NOW.

CEIEAl: Ckay, thank you. And when was that
| ast ?

Nl | transferred up to Buffalo in the Spring
of '21.

CERIEE: Ckay, got it. Thank you. And can you
descri be your general responsibilities as the special agent

in charge of the Buffalo Field Ofice?

Il Sure. So, as the special agent in charge
of a district, | -- actually the district |I'mresponsible

for covers all the way fromBuffalo to Al bany. Basically,
everything in New York State, north and west of U ster
County. So, | have subordinate offices in Rochester,

Syracuse, and Al bany. And ny responsibility is managi ng
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all of the Secret Service activity across that district.

So, whether it's investigative, protective,
Intelligence-related, or protective operations-related. So
t hat includes, you know, day-to-day personnel and
adm ni strative managenent, nmanaging visits that nay cone
into the district. You know, any sort of |ogistical
concerns or assignnents of ny personnel. Really, anything
t hat happens in the district.

ERIEtea: Cot it. And you said one of the other
responsibilities is to oversee, you know, protectee events
in the district. That's correct?

Il  Correct.

ERIIEE: And since you' ve been the special agent
I n charge, can you give an approxi mati on of how many
protective events you' ve been involved in?

Nl Sure. | nean, there have been at |east 10,
| woul d say, of varying levels fromthe President, the
Vice-President to the Secretary of DHS, to grandchil dren of
the President. So, kind of the whole ganut of foreign dig
or two. So the whole ganut of our protective, you know,
types of visits we mght have in a district.

RIEE: Ckay. And in your prior roles before
becom ng a special agent in charge, is it fair to say that
you al so had significant experience working on events for

pr ot ect ees?
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I | 've done a fair anmount of protection in ny
career, Yyes.

EIEE: Could you speak to, you know, what kind
of specific roles you've held for protective events,
whet her you' ve, you know, worked advance teans as, you

know, |ead agents, or site agents, or?

el Sure. | nean, |'ve done -- |'ve been a
shift agent, |'ve been a shift |l eader. | have been an
advance agent. |'ve done foreign advances for the dinton
detail, site advances. Pretty nmuch any, you know -- the
only thing I've never, | was never on the presidential
detail or the vice-presidential detail, so | didn't do the

| ead advances for those, but |'ve been a counterpart on the
field office level for those types of visits.

eI ESl: Thank you. And then you said that you
had a tenporary assignnent to then Candidate Trunp's detail
in 20167

S Correct.
EIEEm: Could you talk about that a little bit

nore, what your role was?

Dl !'t's every canpaign season, there are a |ot
of tenporary assignnents for the candidates. So, | was
assigned as a shift leader. | think | did two or three

rotations at the beginning of that canpaign before | went

t o NDU.
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EEIEE: And then so as the shift |eader, did you
ever have a role in the advanced process for his events?

Il No. The advance teamis separate fromthe
shift and the detail.

CRIEEA: Cot it. Thank you. And anongst the
rol es you've had at various protective events, have you

wor ked as a security room agent at previous events?

Witness  HESNINIEVES
OOl Can you give an approximtion of -- is

it dozens of tines, or five?

Il | would say a handful. The answer | gave
yesterday was a handful. Five or six tines.

el Do you recall the nost recent time prior

to July 13th?

IS VYes. The nost recent tinme prior to that |
believe, was in the spring. | believe it was Easter of

2022 on President Biden's trip to Northern Ireland in
| rel and.

I El: Cot it. Al right, thank you. And
j unpi ng back to your current role now, could you describe
briefly your current chain of command, who you report to
directly and how many peopl e you supervise?

Il Sure, sure. M supervisor, ny direct
supervi sor is Deputy Assistant D rector EEEINN :

TNl And how many people do you supervise in
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your rol e?

I So, | have an assistant special agent in
charge in the Buffalo office. And then an assistant to the
speci al agent in charge in the Buffalo office. And then
the office admnistrator. Those three people report to ne
directly. Then the resident agent in charge of the
Syracuse office reports to ne directly, and the now vacant
resident agent in charge of the Al bany office would report
to ne if the position was full.

Got it. Thank you. And then talking
about July 13th specifically, could you give us a sense of
the chain of command on that day fromyour point of view,
who, if anyone, you reported to on that day?

DBl Sure. | reported to the site agent.

EESIE: 7o the site agent?

[ Witness  HEEERCER

EEICIEEE: And did you have -- | guess we're going
to get into sone nore detail about the security room
itself. Was there anybody who formally reported to you on
t hat day?

[ Witness __ HESERASE

ERSIEE: Had you been to Butler, Pennsylvani a,
bef ore?

Kl MNot that | recall, no.
IGEESIER: And could you tal k about when and how
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you first becanme aware that fornmer President Trunp was

going to be holding a rally in Butler, Pennsylvania?

ISl Sure. Typically, we find out about events
fromthe Ofice of Investigations, the War Room we call it

t he Manpower Section, where we get requests where we're
going to have to provide personnel to fill assignnents. |
believe that's how | found out about this event initially.

R EEI: Cot it. And I'mgoing to show you a
docunment. | don't know if about a sticker, but this wll
be Exhibit 1, a few pages of emails that were produced to
us. It's nore than -- | don't think it's all one
contiguous chain, but it's Bates nunber 2614 through 2618.

[ Exhibit No. 1 was
mar ked for identification.]

Dl Ckay. Yes, these look famliar.

EEESESl: And | wanted to draw your attention to
an email on that first page, 2614. At the bottom half of
the page. The email sent Wednesday, July 10th, at 12: 39
p.m |Is that what you were referring to just now when you
wer e tal king about getting a notification of an event?

Yes.

And can you tell us what the -- you know, nore
specifically what the content of this email says?

Nl t's essentially the War Room sayi ng that

they're going to need personnel for that visit for two --

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.33

40



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

well, the first request was for the FLOTUS visit to
Pittsburgh. So it actually wasn't to the fornmer President
Trunp visit. Qur request was to fill spots for the FLOTUS
visit, which | believe what | was initially assigned to.

I Ckay, got it. And then, so this enuil
on Wednesday, July 10th, was that the first notice you had
t hat --

TSl "hat we were going to be sending people to
Pittsburgh for that weekend. Yes.

oYl Ckay. And like you said, this enuil
only tal ks about the FLOTUS visit. So, initially, you were
not aware that that fornmer President Trunp was al so hol di ng

an event the sane day?

Il | don't renenber exactly when | recall that
there were going to be two sinultaneous events. It may be
in this email chain sonmewhere. |'mnot sure.

EEESIEE: Do you recall when or how you were
specifically assigned to be the security room agent at the

Trunp event?

Il Sure.  \WWen we received the briefing
materials, | believe it was the either -- probably Friday

ni ght, the night before the event, that's when | found out
| would be working the conmand post the next day.

RIS A: And you just said that you didn't recall

when the swi tch happened?
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ISl | recall, | think, when the switch
happened, | believe it was on Thursday. | think I
initially submtted nyself to work the FLOTUS event. And
then at sone point, either on Wednesday or Thursday, | had
a conversation with the SAIC of the Pittsburgh Field Ofice
and he suggested that he may want ne to work the FLOTUS
event -- | nean, the forner President Trunp event instead.
Which | said, that's fine. It didn't matter. | was going
to Pittsburgh either way.

ROl Ckay. And then you said that
conversation was either Wednesday or Thursday. And could
you tell us a little bit nore about what you renenber from

t hat conversati on?

Il No, it was a very pretty quick phone
conversation. | think | actually called himto let him

know that | was putting nyself in to go to Pittsburgh just
as a courtesy. You know, another SAIC going into another
district. And said, hey, I"'mcomng in. |'m you know,
going to submt nyself for the FLOTUS. W got asked for
two people to work the FLOTUS event. And he said okay.
Well, that actually nay have been when |'ve | earned about
the Trunp event because nmaybe on that call, he told ne
there was the Trunp event. And he said | mght switch you
to that if you don't mind. And | said that was no problem

RIS EEIM: And do you recall if he said anything
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el se about why he wanted to switch you over to that event?

Sl | don't renenber any specific reasoning for
swtching ne over. No.

RIS Okay. And do you recall whether he
menti oned anyt hing specific about what role you would have
or?

Sl No. | don't think we tal ked about roles
t hen, but goi ng as anot her special agent in charge, |
woul dn't -- | was not surprised that | was assigned to the

comrmand post.

RIEEE: Ckay. And why would you say that?

I Typically, you try to assign, you know,

whoever is going to be one of the nore senior fol ks on the
trip to work the command post. So, | would probably have
been the nost senior person on that trip. So, it's pretty
normal occurrence.

CEIEEA: And | guess two questions. Wo would
typically nmake that assignnment of the security room agent
and who --

Il The site agent nakes the postings, the
deci sions, on who's going to do what post

B EE: You said you spoke with the, the
Pittsburgh SAIC, and that's --

BN BN  And then did he -- | guess |
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want to understand if he nade that assignnment, or was it
the site agent that nmade the assignnent?
I | don't know what conversation he had with
the site agent about who was going to do the assignnent.
GEECIETM: But you didn't know what your assignnent

was going to be until the briefing materials on Friday?

S That's ny recollection, yes.
el Cot it. And then just to draw your

attention back to Exhibit 1. On that |ast page on 2618, in
the mddle of that page | ooks |like an email you sent on

Thursday, July 11th at 10:53 a.m saying, "Ckay, great.

There's a chance we m ght get switched to the --" and it's
redacted, event. "They're occurring at roughly the sane
tinme." |s that the redacted word there referring to the

Trunp event?

Pl | 'massunming it probably says the
event. Yeah.

CESIEE: And do you recall who you sent that
emai|l to?

R This was the other agent that was going to

Pittsburgh to work the FLOTUS event.

Ol Okay. Another agent under?

: Fromthe Buffalo office.
EEIEEMl: Cot it. And just to clarify. | think

we covered this, but the initial outreach requesting
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personnel to work the FLOTUS event, did you ever get any

speci fic assignnents beyond just saying, yes, | can work?
S No. The only thing is | put, you know,

nysel f and the other agent in for the FLOTUS trip, and then
through this chain of emails was eventually switched. The
ot her agent stayed on the FLOTUS trip and | went to the
trip.

BRIl Al right. Got it. And then after
this initial email chain, could you tal k about what ot her

i nformati on you received about the rally prior to the 13th?

KNl | received, you know, logistics information
and briefing materials. | believe that all cane -- well,
the | ogistics probably cane on the 11th. You know, |ike

what hotel you're going to and that sort of thing. And
then briefing materials, | believe cane on the 12th, but |
have to go back and | ook. But they were a standard
briefing. You know, briefing material that you woul d get
bef ore any post standi ng assi gnnent.

CEIEE: Cot it. And | don't have the docunent
in front of me, | think I know what you're tal king about,
but just to make sure we're clear. D d you separately see
-- did that include the prelimnary survey? D d you ever
see that?

Il | believe the prelimnary survey was

i ncluded in that. Yes.
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eI | n the post stander instructions?

DTS Correct.
TN Do you recall any other specific, you

know, docunents or materials that were included in what you

recei ved?

I No.  Just, again, the |ogistical
information as well. But it was all via email, so |'msure
you have it all. Yeah.

RIS EN: And was there anything specific to your
role as the security roomagent that you received in
advance?

Il No. Just the site posting instruction. On
the site post instructions, there's a brief paragraph about
t he conmand post in there.

R l: And prior to the 13th, did you receive
any information or intelligence about potential threats
related to the protectee or the event?

[Winess — HENGS

B And then, so after you received those
briefing materials and your assignnent, what did you
under stand your nain responsibilities were going to be on
the 13th?

DEESE: | would be working in the command post, you
know, relaying information.

LEEECIEM: And did you do anything before the 13th
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to prepare? WAs there anything that you had to -- that's a
little bit vague. But were there any, | guess, nore fornal
steps that -- you know, any paperwork you had to do, any,
you know, boxes you had to check before show ng up at
Butl er Farm Show?

NEESE: No.  Just nmaking sure | had all ny
equi pnent and gear, and packing up and driving to
Pittsburgh on the 12th.

I EM: Cot it. And so, you said you drove to
Pittsburgh on the, on the 12t h?

Sl | did.

EIES: And on the 13th, that was the first tine
you arrived at the rally site?

Sl Correct. The norning of the 13th.

CEESIE: Do you recall approxinmately what tine?

S | believe the briefing was schedul ed for
10: 00 a. m

RO E: Cot it. And again, talking about before
the rally began on the 13th, did you receive any
information either formally or informally about the
security roomset up? Either where it was going to be, who
was going to be there, or what equi pnent they would have?

L No. | nean, other than what was in the
briefing materials that | believe it did list the building

that it was going to be in, and then the equi pnent that
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would be there. 1It's a very standard setup that we have at
that time for a command post or security room which, of
course, for this event it was both. So, I knew that there

would be what we call a radio which is just a larger

version of a radio, and that I would have my work-
issued cell phone and my radio. [
LES .

BRI : And who do you know who was responsible
for making the decisions about the location of the event
and what equipment would be there?

IEEE: Typically, that would be the site agent.

R : 2And did you have any conversations with
the site agent prior to the 13th about the setup in the
room?

DSl : About the setup in the room? No. I think
I only had one brief email exchange with the Trump division
site person on the evening of the 12th, just about
logistics, and if it was okay, if I drove myself to the
event. Which she said it was.

CEIEll: And that was you said from the Trump
detail, Agent EYEEN?

EEE: cCorrect.

(BEICIEE: 2And I assuming she's the site

counterpart, correct?

DEESEl: Vo. My understanding is that Agent
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el Correct.
S - was the site agent. The site

counterpart was an agent fromthe Pittsburgh office.

CEIEE: Cot it. And so, Agent ERIXEl., as far as
your under standi ng was, woul d've been responsible for the
setup of --

I She was the site agent. Yes.

ERIEEE: And so, prior to showing up on the 13th,
did you know who woul d be -- other than yourself, would be
assigned to be present in the security roonf?

Il  ell, typically, we only have,
unfortunately, one person assigned in a security roomor a
conmand post.

GESIESE: You nean one Secret Service?

DEEEl: Yeah. One Secret Service. Yeah. | didn't
know what other entities may be in that command post until

t hat norni ng.

EIEEm: s that typical to not know what other
entities will be there until the day of --

DSl Until the briefing. Yes.

BRI IEEA: And so, on the briefing the norning of
July 13th, did you get nore information about who woul d be
in the security roonf

Bl Yes. They nentioned that there'd be a
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representative fromthe Pennsylvania State Police, and
sonmeone fromthe Butler County Energency Services for
medi cal and fire issues. And that there'd be
representatives fromthe site itself, you know, if there
were any facilities-type issues.

GESIEE: And who gave that briefing on the
norni ng of the 13th?

I Both the site agent and the site
counterpart conducted parts of that briefing.

RIIEEl: So. do you recall which one of them gave
the informati on about the security roon?

I | don't.

RIS EE: And before you got to the site on July
13th, were you aware that there was going to be a separate
command post | ed by Butler County | aw enforcenent?

Sl | was not.

EESIEEl: \VWen did you find out that that was the
case?

M Really, it only becane apparent to ne
t hroughout the day in ny conversations with the
Pennsyl vania State Police representative. |t was never
really tal ked about. It was nore assuned that he was
tal king to other people sonewhere el se.

el And in your experience, is that a

typi cal setup, a typical situation to have separate command
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post s?

S Typically, every siteis alittle bit
different and every locality is a little bit different.
But generally, it is preferred to have all the agencies
that m ght be represented at a particular site together.

GESIER: And you said that you' ve worked as a
security room agent at other events. In your experience,
woul d you normal ly find out, you know, which state and

| ocal agencies would be represented earlier in the planning

process?
I No. The timing of finding out who was
going to be in there was normal. Wen the post standers

come in, we're not involved. None of the post standers are
I nvol ved in any of the planni ng what soever.

EEICIEE: And what was your understandi ng of who
woul d' ve been involved in ensuring that the appropriate

representatives were in the security roonf

I The site agent.
B EEl: And then just to -- | know you' ve

addressed this. To be conpletely clear, did you have any
role in planning or going over the plan for conmunications
in the security room before the 13th?

Winess — BN

CRIEEA: And so, you nentioned that you said it

becane apparent throughout the day that there was a second
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command post through your discussions with the PSP
representative. And that's Sergeant [EESE. |s that
correct?

Bl 'That's what | renenber his nane to be,
yeah.

ERIEEf: Could you talk a little bit nore about
how you cane to realize that there was a separate post?

.  Just from himbeing on the phone with other
peopl e, that was clear. He was talking to other |aw
enforcenment. Again, it was never -- | don't explicitly
remenber a point in tine where | was like, "Ch, there's
definitely another command post." | just knew he was
talking to other | aw enforcenent sonewhere else, in
addition to other Pennsylvania State Police troopers on his
radio. But nost of the conmmunication throughout the day
revol ved around communi cation with the Pennsylvania State
Pol i ce.

(RIIEEA: And when you say nost of the

comruni cati on that day, nost of your communication, or?

Il Correct. Mst of ny communicati on.
Because Pennsylvania State Police were all inside of the

site, and that's where nost of the activity was occurring
t hr oughout the day.

CEIE: And that communication, was that all

t hrough Sergeant [ERagwme?
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Il Yes. He was the only representative in
t here.

EEIE: And can you talk, | guess, maybe
general ly about what the radio traffic was |ike throughout
the case before -- specific questions about Crooks, and all
that. But just earlier in the day, what was the general

flow of radio traffic?

P So, it was a very, very busy site. | think
in earlier testinony, |I've said it was one of the busier

sites |I've ever worked froma conmand post perspective, the
amount of traffic that was com ng through it. You had

15, 000 peopl e who had been essentially standing out in the
sun for five or six hours, maybe even |longer than that. |If
you count the tinme before the gates even opened and peopl e
were |lined up there was an inordi nate nunber of nedica
calls that were comng in to the command post directly from
our post standers.

So, all those calls would come into me, and then |
woul d have to turn to the Butler County EMS representative
and say, you know, post 210 has another nedical main
checkpoint, another nedical. And there was a constant flow
of di spatch of nedical personnel to people who were, you
know, having issues in the crowd.

Thr oughout the day, we had two or three | ost children,

one of whom actually spent sone tine in the command post
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and security roomuntil they were reunited with their
famly. W had | ost property conmng into the command post
and security room W had a call about a nedia truck that
was going to set the ground on fire. So, we had to figure
out howto get fire trucks to that.

We had you know -- and then, there's these standard
cal | s about a package needing to be swept, or, you know, so
calls for K9 EOQD, or just the normal radio traffic that you
woul d expect. But there was a lot of traffic that day.

BBl Cot it. Can you talk a little bit about
just the physical setup of the room how big it was?

ISl Sure. It was arelatively large room kind
of in a standal one building. And there were essentially
card tables or tables of about this size. You know, the
si x-foot, eight-foot tables set up in a big ring
configuration. That was pretty nmuch it. There was one
door out the front, and then there were two snmall w ndows
tony right. And there was a little kitchen in the back
and a restroom

B IEl: Ckay. But snmall enough that you could
tal k across the room --

S Ves.

CEIES: -- verbally to others who were there.
And you said you were the only Secret Service person

assigned to the room Wre there others who were in and
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out of the roomduring the day that you recall?

I  Yes, there were. The security room al so
functioned as the -- what we would call the down room So,

when the agents were getting relief fromtheir post, it's
where they would cone. The site agents were in and out of
the room t hroughout the day. The Pl response and the
counter sniper, CS Response Teans, were in and out of the
room al | day.

O her Pennsyl vania State Troopers who were doi ng the
same thing, who were being pushed, were in and out of the
roomall day. Qur Uniformed D vision personnel who were
wor ki ng the magnet oneters who were on break, in and out of
the roomall day. And then at one point the agent assigned
to work the UAS detection system ended up taking up
resi dence and setting up his station in the security room

R IEE: Cot it. And is there a log of who cane
and went fromthe roomall day?

P Ve don't keep -- I've never seen a |og of
who conmes and goes. That's not a standard practice of ours

CESIE: And we've heard fromothers that there's

a security roombook. |Is that something different?
Bl 'That's the command post -- well, the

security room book woul d' ve had all of those sane briefing
materials init; the prelimnary survey, the site diagrans.

And then there's also what we call a command post | og,
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which is sinply just a record of the protectee novenents.

RESIEEl: Ckay. But not a log of --

I Not a log of people comng and going. |It's
just the protectee novenents.

EEESIEl: Cot it. And then, sorry to junp around
alittle bit. Going back to the norning of the 13th, you
said the initial briefing happened at 10:.00 a.m Could you
tal k about what you did after that briefing?

M cure.  After we concluded the briefing,
pretty much everybody went up to the security roomto drop
off their gear and get ready to start going out on post.
Whil e they were doing that, | was configuring the radios
and getting ny materials set up.

Initially, they had set up the radio in a place where
ny back woul d've been to the door, which | didn't want.

So, | noved the radio. | had to enlist the help of the
But | er Farm Show personnel there to find ne an extension
cord and a power strip. So, | set up ny radio so | could
at |l east | ook out the door of the command post. Got ny
radio set to the right channels. Got ny paperwork out and
ready, and waited for everyone to get on post so | could
start radi o checks.

CECIEE: And then what time was it,
approximtely, if you renmenber, that you started the radio

checks?
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Dl Sonetinme around 11:00, 11:15, maybe.

ERIEE: And could you describe briefly what that

entails, who you were checking wth?

Il Sure. So, the radio check process is, once
you know t hat everybody is on post -- you know, you wait

for the site agents to cone back and tell you, all right,
everybody's on post. And then the way that | do it, | have
ny site post log there in front of me, and | just go down
post by post. You know, "Post 202, radio check."

First, | tell everybody. | go out on the channel,
"Hey, |'m about to begin radio checks." Then, "Post 202
fromsecurity room radio check,”" and | wait for themto
get back to ne. |If they don't get back right away, you
give it, you know, 15, 20 seconds, you nove on to the next
one. But the way | do it is | put a check mark next to
everybody who answers up.

There were a couple people on that initial go through
that didn't, and | had to go back around. And a couple
nore got it the second tinme around. And then there were
one or two where either the CS Response Team or the PI
response team | don't renmenber which one, actually went
out to the post to nake sure that they were all set. So, a
couple of the HSI agents were having sonme issues with
getting the code properly | oaded on their radio. So, we

had to nake sone -- you know, troubleshoot that. But we
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CRIEE: Cot it. And tal king about the radios.
So when you did the checks, was that just for the post
standers or were you al so checking with the shift agents

and the tactical fol ks?

S So. at that point the shift agents aren't
-- | mean, we're setting up at 11:00. | don't know where

they're at. They're in a different state. So can't do
anything with them The tactical, sane thing wth the CAT
team They're traveling with the protectee. Did the radio
check with the TSD | ead, for sure. And the site agents
were in the room so they were on the radio. So, they were
up and runni ng.

And this was a question | was asked yesterday,
specifically, about if | did a radio check with the counter
sni per team And | answered yesterday, no. | thought
about it last night. [It's because | didn't do the radio
check. They don't go up on post until rmuch later in the
day. And when they went up on post, they radioed into us
to say that they were on post, so. But that was later in
the day. And that initial round of radio checks, | was
able to contact all of the posts by the tine we were done.
And once that's done, that allows TSD to begin their
sweeps.

ERIEEl: Cot it. And at that point, were the
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other state and local officials also in the security room
whil e you were doing the radi o checks?

DEEEl:  Yes. | believe they were there.

BRI El: And did you have any communication with
Sergeant EENEed. or with anybody el se to nake sure that
their comuni cati ons were working well?

S | nean, | didn't have a specific
conversation, but he was on the radio with his folks. And
| mean, before we were even set up, we were getting nedical
calls. So, | knew that the EMS guy was able to talk to his
f ol ks.

EEISIESIl: But there's no -- | guess ny question
Is, is there any kind of |ike standard operating procedure
where as the Secret Service security agent, you would check
in with the other agencies and nake sure that they're
oper ational ?

I | don't renenber specifically asking himif
his radi o was working, no. But that wouldn't be
necessarily sonmething that |I've ever done before.

MR Cot it. And then could you speak to the
different channels or frequencies that the Secret Service
was using that day?

DEEEl: Yes. And I'mgoing to pull out just one
pi ece of paper here because | keep forgetting what we

switched to and from and | don't want to say it wong. W
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started out that the shift was going to be on SN
So, when we do these initial radio checks you know, the
shift is not included in that at all. So they were on
B and initially everybody that was on the site was

going to be on M= And we stayed on for

guite a while throughout the day.

So, we operated on most of the day. But it
wasn't until nuch later in the day where we -- when both

visits were occurring at once that we started getting
bl eed-over fromthe First Lady's visit on S} and we
had to nmake a switch to at that tinme, N
Il Cot it. And I'mgoing to introduce --
we'll mark Exhibit 2. | think it's an email. 1'Il give
you a second to take a | ook.
[ Exhi bit No. 2 was
mar ked for identification.]
B Sorry. And while we do, just one
clarifying question. Wat were you referring to to refresh
your recollection?
M Oh, this is a printout of the site post
i nstructions that | nmade prior to conming dowmn here to DC so
that | could renenber this.
[BRICIEE®: And one other clarifying question. You
menti oned several tinmes now testinony you gave yesterday.

Who was the testinony to?
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ISl  "he House version of this -- these
conm ttees.
BISIEER: Have you testified with respect to the

events of July 13th to anybody el se besides the House?

EEEl: Yes. This is about ny sixth interview.

REEE: Can you just |ist those?

MBS Sure. The day after | had an interview
with the FBI. A couple of days after that was a joint

interview with the FBI and Pennsylvania State Police. Then
| had the M ssion Assurance, Secret Service. |Internal

M ssion Assurance interview. And then, | had the

| ndependent review panel or board interview, and then
yesterday the House.

R EEMA: Cot it. And so, the email or the
docunent | just introduced, that's marked Bates Nunber
2953. There's a couple emails on that page. Do you recall
receiving these email s?

Il VYes. This, | believe, at least the one
here that says it's from Phoeni x, that was the site PI
person sendi ng out that we had sw tched channel s because |
was putting it out. | also put it out over the radio, but
she did this as a backup to enmail everybody as well.

CRIEE: Ckay. You answered ny next question.
Just to nmake sure that this was what you were referring to

with the bl eed-over fromthe FLOTUS visit. And there's the
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first email is at 4:.28 p.m, and you said that was sent by
the protective intelligence agent?

Dl T'he Pl site team Agent. Yes.

RIEEE: Saying all post standers, and site, to
advance, switch radio traffic. And that woul d' ve been from
LES K

M Yes. | think we briefly tried IS but
very briefly. W didn't really spend any tinme on HSS}.

There was al so bl eed over on that. So, the final switch
was from IESHIIEGEGEGEGEE-

I EEM: And so, that's the second. There's an
emai | about 15 mnutes later at 4:42?

S Yes, that would' ve been it.

Rt kay. And who nakes the call to switch
the radi o frequency?

IS So, inthis instance, | called I eSnaones:
the SAIC of Pittsburgh and asked him | said, hey 5§,
we' re having sone trouble on the radio here with bl eed-over
fromthe First Lady's visit. Wo would you like nme to
swtch? And he said, well, let's switch the posts standers
at the rally. And then left it up to us to find the
channel that worked. But we nade that decision, you know,
tal king on the phone, he, and I.

EEICIEE: Ckay. And then you said when that

change was nmade, you put it out over the radio prior to
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this emai|l being sent?

N Yes. Both switches went out over the
radio, and | redid radi o checks as wel|.

RIEl: Ckay. And then, so when you redid the
radi o checks after this email canme out at 4:42 you were

able to confirnf

Il Yes. So eventually, we were able to
confirmw th everybody again. It did take -- | think we

had to go out to one post to nake sure that they had heard
t he nessages or got the messages. But we did get everybody
on the sane page.

RSl Cot it. And were there any other radio

probl ens you were aware of that day?

Nl Just the coding issue. It's always an
I ssue for us. It seens |like getting everybody with the

proper code, with the anount of tinmes that we switch code.
W switch code IS \ich | understand froma
security perspective. But you know, other than that,
t hi ngs seened to be working okay. | nean, the bl eed-over,
that was a significant issue that we had to troubl eshoot.
|"'mnot aware if any individual person was having
I ndi vidual problenms with their radi o, but none that were
necessarily brought to ny attention.

EEICIEEI: And as the security roomagent, it

woul dn't have been your role to, | guess, troubl eshoot
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aside fromdoing the radio checks that --

S  Yeah, | nean, | have no special technical
expertise. |If the radio was conpletely broken, | woul dn't

know how to fix it.

BRIt And is that sonething that should be
conveyed to you as a security roomagent if someone is
having a problemw th their radio?

EEEEl:  Yes, | think so.

PRSIl And we had heard in prior interviews

t hat Speci al Agent had trouble with her radio, and
t hat had given her his radio, so that she'd had
It working wwth that the day. Was that sonething that you
were aware of at the tine?
Il | wasn't aware of that until Special Agent
actually arrived and cane into the conmand post.
That jogs ny nenory. He cane into the command post and was
actually looking for the key | oader so that he could try to
put the code into her radi o, because again, both of them
were not at the site. They arrived with the notorcade.
RIS EEl: Cot it. And you said alittle while ago
that that coding is often an issue. Could you talk a
little bit nore about that and how that inpacts events?

I t's just oftentinmes hard to -- you know,

we sometines have this, what
I Soe Cities, it works, some

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.33

64



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

cities it doesn't. | know |I've had sonme difficulty with it

in my owm district, and I've tried to work to find

solutions with our C1Os office to make that happen. It's
just areality of the technology. | can't speak to why it
Is. | don't have that technical background.

B IEER: And for technical issues during events,
who woul d be the person that fol ks would go to to

t r oubl eshoot ?

winess M TEs

S
S
.
S
I At this tine, you know, at the tine of

the event, | should say, for candi dates or other protectees
that aren't the President or Vice-President, those
capabilities were never available to us.

ERIEIES: And do you know if that's still the case
or if that's changed?

T | haven't worked a canpaign event since the

13th, so | amnot 100 percent sure what the footprint |ooks

i ke fromthat perspective. | wll say |I've had, for
exanple, a DHS Secretary visit, and we're still on our own
for that.

BRI EI: Cot it. So, junping back to the
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security roomon July 13th, and you' ve tal ked about this,
but just to confirm |In the security room did you
personally have any direct access to radio transm ssions on
t he Pennsylvania State Police or Butler County radio
channel s?

I No. | nean, | could occasionally hear
traffic on the Pennsylvania State Police Radio just because
he was, you know, sitting six feet or so away from ne, but
not that I was like listening to or hearing the traffic.
And that was all to ny know edge, Pennsylvania State Police
to Pennsylvania State police traffic. There was no ot her
| ocal radio traffic in the conmand post that | would' ve
gotten. And | was al so occasionally hearing the Butler EMS
radio traffic. Kind of simlar to the Pennsylvania State
Pol i ce.

CERIEE: Cot it. And as far as you were aware,
did any of the other state or local officials in the
security room have direct access to the Butler County ESU
radi o channel s?

Il |'mnot aware if they did or didn't.

RS l: And throughout the day, and | apol ogi ze,
| think you m ght have touched on this, but just to rem nd
me, your primary contact was through Sergeant [EENES, and
you said you | earned throughout the day from his phone

calls that he was in touch with the other command post.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.33

43

66



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Did you have an understandi ng of his access to whether he
had a Butler County Radi o or whether Butler County had a
Pennsyl vania State Police radio?

IS | did not have know edge of exactly who he
was communi cating with or by what neans.

RIEEl: And again, based on your experience
working with state and | ocals at other events, did you have
any expectation? You know, would you have assuned t hat
t hey woul d' ve exchanged radi os or just kind of leave it up
to themto figure out their plan?

I So, fromny experience, | would say that
you woul d hope that all of the state and |locals that were

wor ki ng toget her had communi cations with each other. But

again, you woul d've also wanted that communication all in
one pl ace.

RO E: Cot it. And so, junping forward in the
day a little bit, I want to ask you about a few specific

comruni cations w th Sergeant fromthe local comrand
post. But actually, before that, I want to show you one
addi tional email.

ISl s there any chance we can take a quick
bat hr oom br eak?

M™: Yeah. Let's take a five-mnute break.

el Cot it.

[ Recess. ]
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CEIIEEA: Al right. Back on the record. | think
where we left off, | was just about to hand you this email.

| think this is Exhibit 3, and this is an email that you
sent on July 13th at 5:38 p.m The recipient is redacted,
but our understanding is that that's t hat
this email was sent to?
[ Exhibit No. 3 was
mar ked for identification.]
. | believe that's correct.

ol The email says, "Please give ne a shout

in the CP when you're able.” Could you explain the context
of this email, please?
S VYes. | had gotten a question fromthe

Pennsyl vania State Police about where the notorcade was
going to exit and how they were going to coordinate the
not orcades exit with the exit of all the people. And they
just wanted sone clarification on what the plan was for
that. So that's why | reached out to to have her
call so that | could get the proper answer.

EEIEEA: And why did you send an email rather
than calling or using the radio?

Pl | don't know. | may have actually tried
calling the cell phone. And as far as the radio, this
woul d not be sonething that you' d discuss on the radio

because her answer woul d've been nuch | onger than what you
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woul d want for radio traffic.

R El: Cot it. And did you ever get a response
from her?

. | never got a response fromher, but | was
able to get the answer. And | forget if it was from one of
the site agents who cane into the roomat the tine, but we
were able to get the answer. So, this issue resolved
itself, so | never revisited it.

I El: Ckay. Got it. Thanks. And to junp a
few m nutes ahead on the 13th to around after the tine that
| ocal | aw enforcenent, as we now know, you know, first
I dentified a suspicious person who turned out to be Crooks,
could you tell us when you first learned that |ocal |aw
enforcenent had identified a suspicious individual?

S Sure. It was around 5:45, 5:50 tinefrane,
when Ser geant mentioned that a local tactical team
was | ooking for a suspicious person.

RSl And that's sonething he told you

verbally in the command, in the security roon?

(Witness  HEERCER

EEIENR: And our understanding is that Sergeant
received a phone call fromthe Butler County comand
post that started at 5:44 p.m Wre you speaking to him
whil e he was on the phone or after he had finished his

call ?
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Il No. | think it was after he finished his
call. He told ne the substance of the call.

ERIEIl: And do you recall specifically what he
said or anything that he sai d?

Sl MW recollection in sumary of it was that
there was a potentially suspicious person that the |ocal
police or local tactical unit had observed and was | ooki ng
for.

ERIESI: Do you recall if he told you the
| ocation of that person?

Il | believe there was sone conversation. |
don't remenber if he told me, or if | asked if it was
i nside or outside the perineter of the event.

EEIE: And so, he then told you that it was --

ISl 't was outside.

BRI EEA: And do you recall if he said that the
suspi ci ous person was using a rangefinder?

| do renenber a nention of a rangefinder.
Yes.

ERIErEl: And what did you do after you received

that information from hi n

IS So, at that tine, Agent was fully

enbedded in the command post. He was working fromthe
command post at that point. So, | had a brief discussion

wi th himabout getting the particulars from Sergeant

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.33

70



10

T

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

so that he could push it out to our CS Response Team and PI
Response Team.

SIS : He being Agent

I :  2oent EEEE veah.

FRIYE S : And can you elaborate that, about that
discussion for send -- you said sending out the CS Response

and Protective Intelligence?

I : VYeah. Basically, the discussion was
essentially, you know, get whatever information that is
available and contact starting with the CS Response Team so
that they could go out and start looking for the
individual.

Ot : 2And that was an instruction that you

gave to Agent R’

IEE: Yeah. We had a discussion about it.
ENIYAVEShivAN : Okay. And your understanding was that

Agent [E¥KE then contacted CS Response?

I : vYeah. My understanding is that he
contacted CS Response, and I believe he forwarded it a
picture that he was able to get from Sergeant [SEut .-

MOl : Okay. And was that picture forwarded to
you as well?

I : VYot at that time. I got it much later in

the evening.

S : Did you or Agent notify the
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counters snipers that CS Response was being sent out?

I did not.
NGl : Do you know if Agent did?

I don't believe that we notified them at
that time.
RIS : Is that standard practice to send out CS

Response without informing the counters snipers?

I : ©So, the CS Response Team, you know, could
be dispatched either from us or by them directly. So, it's
not unusual to have CS Response respond to things that may
have been picked up by somebody other than CS, which in
this case it was picked up by somebody else.

BN : 2nd you said you also discussed sending
out Protective Intelligence?

S : vYeah. I believe that they were notified at
the same time as CS Response, but through Agent |EFEE -
That was my understanding.

BRIl : And did Agent communicate
anything to you after he had reached out to CS Response and
Protective Intelligence?

TS : Yo. Just that they were, you know, on

their way to respond, to start looking.

ORI : And other than Agent [EREEE. did you

share the information with anybody else at that point?

IEN: Yo. We were the only two people in there,
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or only two Secret Service that were in there. At that
point, | believe there could have been people com ng and
goi ng.

ERIEEl: So. did you consider sending the
I nformati on out over the radio at that point?

Sl | did not. Because at that point it's a,
you know, just a suspicious person that is outside of the
perimeter. So that's part of why asking if they were
I nside or outside the perineter was inportant for ne
because if it was inside the perineter maybe there was a
particul ar post that could have responded as well.

But at events of this size and with everything that
was goi ng on, having a report of a suspicious person on the
outsi de perineter was not unusual. | would've been
surprised if | didn't get one of those calls that day.

CEIEE: Cot it. And then at that point, do you
recall the next tinme that you received informtion about
t he suspi ci ous person?

Il | don't specifically recall receiving
I nformati on about the suspicious person again, but | do
recall hearing over the Secret Service radio that the | ocal
police were working a problemat the 3 o' clock.

ERIIEECA: Do you renenber around what tine that

came t hrough?

NEESE: 'n ny recollection, it was pretty nuch
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nonments before the shooting.

O So, nonents rather than minutes. |Is
that fair?

IS Yeah. | nean, to ne the tinme was very
conpressed in real tine.

I EI: Do you recall Sergeant havi ng any
ot her phone calls about the suspicious person between, you
know, 5:45, 5:50 and when shots were fired that he told you
about ?

IEESll: | don't recall any.

EEIEEAl: CQur understanding is that he received a
phone call fromthe Butler County conmand post around 6:08
rel aying that there was an individual on the roof of the
AGR building. |Is that sonething that --

IS | never heard that about the individual on
the roof of the building. Again, what | heard was | ocal
police are working a problemat 3 o'clock. And so,
unfortunately, the radios aren't recorded, so | don't know
what tinme that came across the radio. But once | heard
that, | was clicked onto our radios at that point.

RIS EEeE: And, you know, during this 15-, 20-

m nute period fromwhen CS Response and Pl were sent out
and when shots were fired, did you have any foll ow up at
all with Agent or anybody el se about, you know, |ike

did they find himlike, what's going on with --
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K No, | didnnot. At that time, | was just
back to working the radios for the event, the arrest of the
regular traffic. So, | was just waiting to hear an update
If there was going to be one, if they were able to find the
per son.

EEICIEI: And when shots were fired, did you hear
themfromthe security roomor did you find out otherw se?

ISl No, | did not hear the shots in the
security room Wat | heard was, "Shots fired, shots
fired."

GEIES: Over the Secret Service radio?

I Over the Secret Service radio.

B E: And do you recall any other
conversations with Sergeant at any point before
shots were fired about what | ocal or state | aw enforcenent

were doing to |l ocate this person?

S No. | don't recall anything specific, no.
MR | think I"'mgoing to turn it over to ny

col | eagues for a couple of quick followups. Thank you.

ERE: You testified earlier about preparations
for the week that your conmunications were largely with the
site agent, that's Agent ERJ¥EM. |s that correct?

During the week --

EEEEE: | n advance of July 13th, who did you speak

Wth in preparation for the event?
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ISl Before July 13th, | only had one email wth
Site Agent about logistics for that norning, and |
spoke with SAIC |8 just letting himknow that | was
com ng.

[BIIEE: \VWen was the first time you spoke with

Speci al Agent P>

M | don't recall. | don't think I ever spoke
to her that day. It may have been the next day.

By That day being the 13th?

Sl The 13th. | think | had sone email. She
sent an email or two with sonme of the paperwork on the
12th, but I'"'mnot sure that | ever had a conversation with
her until the foll ow ng day.

BEE: Wat did you understand Agent role
to be?

Tl So, she was the |ead advance agent. So, in
our protective nodel, the | ead advance has overall
responsibility for coordinating all the different aspects
of the visit.

[BIIEE: And what's the distinction between that
role and the site agent's rol e?

. So the lead advance kind of has overall
purview of the entire visit. So that's the site's airport,
t he notorcade routes, and having function of |iaison with

what ever | ocal counterparts are being involved. The site
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agents are responsible for the security plan for their
i ndividual site. So it's alittle bit nore narrow of a
scope.

B | f changes needed to be nade to the
conmuni cations responsibilities, who would be the nost
| i kely person to nmake those changes? The site agent, the
| ead advance, or the person in charge of the security post.

DEEEl: So when you say communi cation changes, what
do you nean?

Ry | f you didn't like the setup, if you felt
the communi cations capabilities, the radios weren't as they
should be, if you felt |ike the people who were going to be
in the tent weren't sufficient, who would be the person to

make those changes? You, the site agent, or the advanced

agent ?
B So if there were an issue that | had
identified earlier in the day, but again, | just want to

reiterate everything, when | wal ked in that day, other than
me noving the physical |ocation of the radio was a very
typical setup for us at that point. But if | felt like
somet hing was missing, that I had known was m ssing, |
woul d've started with the site agent.

BISIEE®: Wuld you have had the authority to make
any changes if sonething was m ssing, or wong, or not how

you wanted it?
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I : So, typically, no. A post stander would
not have that authority. Again, we're showing up there the
day of the event. Everybody else has been involved in the
planning for probably a week or so. So, I would be
deferring to the advance team or continue the problem up
the chain until we got to some, you know, whoever either
field office supervisor or the detail supervisor, depending
on the issue.

I : But the first person on the chain would've
been the site agent?

I : Correct.

RISIEEM: You mentioned in preparation the written
materials were the only mention you saw of the setup that
day. And correct me if I'm wrong, but I believe you said
it, reference command post or security room, but in this
case, both?

[T : Correct. So for this particular visit, the
command post and the site security room for the Butler Farm
Show were one and the same.

[ : What is the difference?

IEEl: So in the context of, say, a presidential
visit, the command post is a separate entity, sometimes
combined with like the airport security room where there's
not a lot going on at the airport other than the arrival of

the air of the airplane and departure of the motorcade. So
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that is where the command post is, and where you woul d
have, hopefully, command-Ilevel staff fromall the agencies
I nvolved in the visit at a conmand post for, say, on a
presidential visit.

And then the site security roomwould be just that the
security roomat a particular site to handl e whatever
I ssues or to relay the traffic of that day for that site
security room In this instance, they were one and the
sane.

EBEm:  Wat woul d be a reason for naking them one

and the sane?

RSl 'n this instance, a reason could be
di stance between the sites. It could be personnel, you
know, not havi ng enough personnel. It could be |ogistics

where it may make sense that you have your conmmand post at
the | argest site because that's where nost of the activity
Is going to happen for the visit. Really depends on each
particular visit.

R  Wen you saw that the conmmand post and
security roomwould be one and the sane for this visit, did
it raise any concerns for you?

EI™: You nentioned earlier that it was
antici pated there would be 15,000 people there, and it was

a hot day, and there were plenty of problens the day of.
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Did the Secret Service ever verify the nunber of people in
advance and in anticipation of the heat that day in
preparations, et cetera? D d you anticipate there being
problenms or a |large volunme of work com ng through this post
based on the anticipated nunbers and the heat?

Bl Acain, | wasn't involved in any of the
pl anning, so | don't know what di scussions were had about
that |eading up to that day.

[BEE]: You also nentioned earlier that typically
there's only one U S. Secret Service personnel in the
command post or security room And correct nme if I'm
wrong, but you said, "unfortunately that's the case." Wy
I's that unfortunate?

Sl Yell, | think this is a perfect exanple of
what happened that day. Sonetines when things are going
well, it works fine. But the volune of traffic that was
goi ng through the roomthat day and in the aftermath,
particul arly having another person. Again, the other thing
too is you' re one person working a cell phone in i}
different radio channels. So it's when you're trying to
focus on three different things at once, it may be possible
to m ss sonething el se.

[ERIE: Have you recommended to anybody the need to
change that practice?

S | think I've nentioned it in every
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interview so far.

EEIeIEE: Wth respect to your |earning about there
bei ng a separate conmand post, |ocal command post that day,
you nmentioned that you only | earned as events were
occurring, and you heard PSP tal king to others.
Approxi mately what tinme did you learn this separate command

post to exist that day?

IS | can't give an estimate on that. W were
in there -- we were in that roomfrom you know, 11 o'clock
till the event started. So, it would be hard to guess.

[ERIE: At any tinme prior to 5:45 or 5:50 when you
| ear ned of the suspicious person, did you determ ne that
separate conmand post to be problematic in your view to
dealing wth events?

I No. | didn't consider it an issue at that
poi nt .

[EISIEE: At 5:45 or 5:50 when you first |earned, did
you determ ne that it was problematic that you were getting
this information secondhand?

Il | didn't determine it was problematic. It
was obvious it was probably third-hand information at that
poi nt, but we got the information so it worked in that
I nst ance.

B Ddyou learn at that tine that the

suspi ci ous person had a rangefi nder?
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Dl | believe there was nention of the
rangefi nder. Yes.
ERSIrE: Vell, you nentioned that you asked whet her

the person was inside or outside the perineter. Correct?

DEEl: Vel |, yeah, what their |ast known |ocation
was.

RE: DOid you ask any other questions?

I | had gotten the information that they were
| ooki ng for a person that he was -- you know, | asked if he

was outside the perineter and they had nentioned the
rangefinder. So, | think that was all the information I
got .

oTrEy: Had not been there, what woul d you
have done?

S | would' ve done what he ended up doi ng,
whi ch was notifying the Pl response and CS Response and
trying to get themthe sane information that we got to
t hem

M. And what woul d' ve been required in your

m nd for you to put that out over the radi o?

Dl  Vell, to put that we were | ooking for
suspi ci ous personnel over the radio, | would wait till

there was |like a threat or sonething specific to report
rather than a person that we're just | ooking for.

EERIEEr]: Wen was the first tinme you heard he was
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near the AGR buil di ng?

Il | think that was in the initial report. |
believe that was |like his |ast known | ocation.

[EEEEE: Had you seen the AGR building prior to

going into the security roomthat day?

N | had not.
TRIOCEEE: MW nanme i s N0 . Just a couple

of followup questions on that |ine of questioning about

t he separate command posts. | understand you said you

| earned later in the day that there was a separate comand
post for the locals, but you learned at the 10:00 a. m
briefing you said, which units would be represented in the
Secret Service security and that did not include all |ocal
| aw enforcenent. WAas that your understandi ng?

IS Correct. But | also didn't know the full
scope of what other local, there wasn't really a nention of
what ot her |ocal |aw enforcenent other than PSP was goi ng
to be involved.

FRaertl: But did you know at that 10:00 a.m
briefing when you | earned who was going to be in the

security room did you, did you put it together that not

all local units would be represented in the security roonf
Il | didn't really put that together at that
poi nt, no.

CNOXIVENAN: Okay. And you just becane aware, you
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becanme aware throughout the day as you were hearing
Ser geant receive information present at the rally?

S Correct.

ERSIEE: So then you didn't have any different
under st andi ng about how you were expecting to receive | ocal
radio information. Your understanding before the 10:00
a.m briefing and after was that Sergeant woul d
rel ay anythi ng?

Sl  Correct.

M. Ckay. And you had said earlier about

what the general role about the security roomagent is, you
said it was for relaying information. Can you say nore
about that? So was your job as the security roomagent to
relay everything you hear out to Secret Service radio0?
Tl el I, anything pertinent or, you know,
there's certain traffic that's very standard that we're
going to put out over the radio. But yes, it's not a --
you are rel ayi ng whatever information you get. Yes.
ROSYl: But anything pertinent. So in other
wor ds, you have to nmake sone deci sions about not to rel ay

sone i nfornation?
S  Vell, of course.

ERIIEEE: Ckay. And regarding the person on the

roof, you had said earlier that you never becane aware of

someone on the roof before shots were fired. | s that
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ri ght?

Il No. My recollection is | heard the radio
traffic about the |local police working a problemat 3
o' cl ock,

CEICIEI: But nothing about a nman on the roof?

S | don't recall ever hearing anything about
a man on the roof.

BRIEEl: So. | understand that the 3 o' clock
radi o was over Secret Service radio transm ssion, but you
didn't receive any information from Sergeant
verbal |y about a man on the roof?

I Again, | don't recall hearing that
specifically. What | recall hearing at the tinme when
everything started happening was over our radio, which is
the radio that |I'm focused on |istening to.

EECECLEM: So, Sergeant says that he was
told at 6:08 that there was soneone on the roof and that he
rel ayed that to you shortly after that. So around 6: 09,
whi ch woul d be two minutes before shots.

Eye: | don't think that's an accurate
rendition of his testinony that he, did he say exactly it

was SAIC G or if he would' ve, or he may have sent it to

sonebody else? | don't think that's a precise -- that's
what he sai d.
CEEIEl: Vell, let ne ask you this way. That
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doesn't ring a bell. Sergeant telling you shortly

before shots fired that there was soneone on the roof?
I No. Again, what | heard at the tine in the

roomwas that the |ocal police are working a problemat 3

o'clock. Now, if he's claimng that he said that at,

Witness Counsel | don't think he's claimng he said
that. | think he's claimng he actually told EETEE

EEIEE: But you did not hear from Sergeant
before shots were fired fromyou. Fromwhat you can
recall that there was a man on the roof?

M No. Wat | recall is that the local police
were working at problemat 3 o'clock. And when | heard
that on the radio, that's what | put back out over the
Secret Service radio.

eIl Wat did you put back out?

T | parroted back exactly what | heard so
that whatever unit called it Security Roomradio is a
little bit stronger. | wanted to make sure everybody el se
could hear the sane thing. So when that traffic comes in,
l"mnot only listening to it, | amthen repeating back and
waiting to hear what el se cones back if anybody responds to
it.

ERIIEEel: Understood. Thank you. | think we'll

turn it over to our mnority coll eagues

Rl And ny nane is BRI , I'm
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going to follow-up on a few things that our majority
colleagues touched on. So I'm going to start with the man
on the roof since we just ended there. So, my
understanding as well is that says that he relayed
that to you at 6:09. That's our understanding. You say
that you don't recall hearing that. Were you listening for
that kind of update?

IEYES]: I'm sorry, but I'm going to have to
interject again. I don't believe that's an accurate
statement of his statement. I think he said something to
the effect that maybe he would have said something simply
because he was there

It : Could someone could pull that up for me?

YT : Why don't we just double-check and just
to make sure. That's all.

RIS : ©oh, we will. I mean, what was your
level of urgency here? Because, you know, in your response
to the majority's question about the suspicious individual,
you did initially say that they notified you of the range
finder. Were you notified in the same conversation the

suspicious individual had a rangefinder?

IEES: Yes, that was all the same conversation, I
believe.
SRV : Okay. I mean, is that something that

happens often and protective events?
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Tl So the individual having a rangefinder was
part of what nade hi m suspici ous and what we wanted to go
talk to himabout.

CEIA: Ckay. And then you were waiting for
sonme kind of update after?

DEESE: Vel |, we dispatched a teamto go | ook for
hi m and they were | ooking for himfor several m nutes.

Rl: And then what were you doing in that

time? | nmean, were you listening?
S VYes, | was listening to the radios and

doing the rest of the traffic, the rest of the novenents,

the rest of everything el se that was goi ng on.
EE: DO d you feel any sense of urgency
S At the tine where we were just -- where we

wer e | ooki ng for the suspicious person?

EROIVIT: | oguess, let's start first with the man
on the roof. Well, | nean at that tine you didn’t know

about it, so.

I So the Man on the roof thing, again, |
never heard the man on the roof thing because |I believe if
the claimis that that was said out |loud into the room
that that was probably occurring as I'mgetting the sane
traffic of the local police are working a problemat 3
o' clock, which I"'mlistening to my Secret Service radio

intently at that point.
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A And are you only listening to your

Secret?

ISl Well, I'mtrying to listen to as nuch as |
can, but | typically can only listen to one thing at a
tinme.

BB ISfl: Do you recall, | guess, the level of
activity that was going on around that tine, around 6:09

ISl FPrecisely at 6:09, no. But | will say that
at the tine that the call cane across that the | ocal police
were working a problemat the 3 o' clock, that the entire --
everybody who was in the security roomdefinitely peaked up
and was very nuch turned on.

EISl: So. is it that the |ocals were working
sonething at the 3 o' clock that raised it to enough of a
threat |level that you felt |ike you needed to conmunicate
that out on the radio?

S Yeah. | reported back what | heard on the
radi o that canme across on the Secret Service radio from
anot her Secret Service personnel. And to this day, |I'm
still not sure exactly who that was, who called that into
the security room But I'mlistening for traffic on ny
Secret Service radio.

D EY: Can | just say that when you used the

phrase "enough of a threat," there were between a suspicion

and a threat, those are nutually exclusive categories and
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expound on your understanding of the difference between a
suspicion and a threat?

Sl Sure. Athreat is sonebody who has the
capability to do i mredi ate harmto sonebody. So even in
this instance, even if | had heard that there was a man on

a roof, a man on a roof solely that is not necessarily a

t hr eat .
EEYT™: But that's a hypothetical that --
I 't's 100 percent hypothetical.

EEYMEYY: Describe the difference in your nmind
bet ween a suspi ci ous suspicion and an actual threat. The
di fference.

So, suspicion is someone who is suspicious,

I s soneone who needs to be talked to, investigated to

determ ne what their intent is, if they have any, to do any

sort of ill will. A threat is sonmeone who is actively
di splaying the capability to do harm
EEISIIM: Ckay. And you nentioned before the fact

that it was relayed to you, you | guess asked where because

of that? | think, you know, you weren't as concerned as if
I nside the perineter.

ISl | never said | wouldn't be as concerned. |
said it would differentiate potentially who we m ght

di spatch to investigate that individual.
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Rl kay. So how would that have been?
M. Because if the person was inside the
perinmeter and he was in the vicinity of a particular post,

we coul d have enlisted the assistance of that post to
potentially, you know, find that person quicker. Soneone
on the outer perineter, there's really only tw assets
available to us froma Secret Service perspective to

di spatch. And those woul d' ve been the Pl response and the
CS Response because they're really the only people who are
capabl e of leaving the interior secure perineter to go on
the outside to | ook for sonebody. Everybody else has to
mai ntain and hold their particular post.

Sl Ckay. Because, | nean, we're having
this conversation, but at the end of the day, it's not a
hypot heti cal. The suspect was on the outer perineter. He
got up on the ACR building, he shot, he hit the protectee,
and he killed soneone, and hurt other people. So, | nean,
the threat, you know, whether or not you recognized it at
that tine, it seens |ike there was sone urgency. So that's
what we're trying to understand is what fol ks were doing
and why information was or wasn't relayed. So what did you

relay out of the security that day?

Sl  Just in general all day |ong?
Y. | nean, how many transm ssions did you

put out fromthe security roomthen?
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Il | have no idea how many, but it had to be -
- oh, I don't even want to guess. | nean, | was on the

radio a | ot during that day.
CEI: And were they all related to nedical?

Were there any other suspicious individual s?

IS | don't recall any other particular
suspicious individual call. There were a |ot of nedical
calls. There were a lot of calls for -- again, you know,

we had the fire incident, sonebody trying to report a
donmestic assault to one of our posts. W had, you know,
the typical calls for requests for site agents to cone to
post to deal with an issue or, you know, staff had a
guestion or a guest had a question. | nean, there was --
you know, |ike any other typical site, it was a |ot of
traffic. A site that big is always going to have a | ot of
radio traffic.

EIEISn: And then were you rel aying sonme of that

I nformati on out?

Il Al of it.
CESII: So. | guess that's what | don't

understand is why then you didn't relay out a suspicious
i ndividual if you were relaying all these other things out
t hat day?

Sl So, for a common practice for us is if

there is a suspicious individual, you dispatch the two
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teanms to go look for and find out if the individual is in
fact suspi ci ous.

M. So is the communication standard |ess
for suspicious individual than it is for nedical or for
ot her things you may have to communi cate out of the radi 0?

Il No. In this instance, the appropriate
peopl e who could deal with a suspicious person outside of
the secure perineter were dispatched.

LSl Wat tinme did former President Trunp get
on the stage?

S 'd have to -- | don't know exactly the
time he went on stage.

EReil: Do you know if it was after you received
the initial reports at 5:45 of the suspicious individual?

| believe it was after. Yes.

CEEIEl: Cur understanding, | think is, it was
around 6 o' clock. So you know, there was tine to
potentially not have himgo on stage. | nean, none of this
was somet hing that was discussed in the security roonf

M So as we've discussed this tinmefranme here,
we were |ooking for this person for it sounds |ike 15
mnutes or so. |If you're saying he went on stage at 6
o' clock, | highly doubt that they would ve held himoff
stage for 15 mnutes while we were trying to | ook for

sonmebody who coul d have been anywhere.
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CEIll: But they didn't have the information
about the suspicious individual fromthe security roonf

Winoss — HENGS

EESll: So they wouldn't have been able to even
make that determ nation?

winess — Y

EeISrl: Okay. You nentioned earlier, |I'mgoing
to back earlier in the day that the CS or PI Response Team
you actually went out to help themout with their radi o at
one point earlier that day?

Rl | did not. They went out to help other
posts. This was well before arrival when they're, you
know, kind of, you know, just down waiting. | think, in
fact, it may have even been before the CS teans were even
up. So the CS Response agent at that point is really just
a relief agent.

GRS l: And you al so nentioned that they were
both, | think, the CS Response and the PI Team were in and
out of the security roomthat day?

Yes.
TNl How many tinmes were they in and out?

[ Witness | A dozen or nore.
Il Ckay. You also nentioned that the PI

agent she sent that out secondary backup to what you'd put

out on the radi o transm ssion. How di d send that out? Ws
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she in the security roonf

I Yeah. She was in the roomat the tine.

And since all those email addresses woul d've had to be hand
typed in, because a |lot of themwere HSI and they woul dn't
just pre-popul ate on her phone. She volunteered to do

t hat .

ERIEt: So she was in the security room around 8
28 and probably for a little before that if that's when the
email was sent -- or 4:28?

K= Yes, yes.

BRI l: Ckay. And do you recall how long she in
security roonf? I'mjust trying to get a sense of whether
or not she was patrolling the area kind of in the 5
o' cl ock, you know, when you started getting these reports
about a suspicious individual.

Nl | do not believe that she was in the
security roomwhen that report canme into us at 5:45, 5:50.

R l: Ckay. And so you don't recall about how
| ong after four twenty eight it was that she left?

.  She could have been in or out two or three
times in that tinmefrane.

ERISI: And is the protective intelligence team
roam ng the site or they were kind of fixed in one |ocation
and waiting?

EE:  Really depends on the site and what's going
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on. At this site, they were definitely out and about a
lot. So I would say that the majority of the day they were
roaming coming in and out back to the security room, you
know, at times.

RISl : Were you, you were on site during the
soft opening for vendors and volunteers around, I think it

was around 1:00-ish?

ISl : Correct.
AVl : Okay. Do you recall hearing anything

about or hearing something that sounded like shots or

fireworks?

It doesn't ring a -- I don't really recall,
no.

FEIEIl: Okay. And you didn't hear anything like

that after the fact agents hearing something earlier?

EEESll: Yot that I recall, no.
SRVl : Ckay. Who was the main protective

intelligence agent for the Butler rally?
IS : I believe he was from the Pittsburgh Field

office. I believe his first name is
EIXAVivAl : Okay. The woman -- is it FySSesis

Intelligence Agent ?
2 Site Protective Intelligence Agent was the post stander PI

team agent?

SNVl : And she was the one that was actually
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di spat ched?
Bl Correct, because woul d' ve been w th
t he notor cade.

EReitrl: Okay. And she works for Secret Service?

Witness _ BRCES
CEESIl: Does she have any affiliation with FBI?

Ml Not that |'maware of.
YRt Wat is a task force officer, FBI task

force officer?

Ch, | nean, at one point | was an FBI task
force officer as well when | was in the New York Field
office and | was on the Joint Terrorism Task Force. So
that was ny experience. | don't knowif in her field
office she's at sone other task force. | have no idea.

RISl So it's just you're part of an FBI task

force, not sone title that you' re dual ?

I | can only speak fromny experience. Like
for exanple, | have an individual in the Buffalo Field

of fice who's our representative to the JTTF. So
technically, he's a JTTF task force nmenber, but that's all
that that is.

Rl Ckay. And so, were you aware that she

was an FBI Task Force officer on July 13th?

(winess BN
EEISIIE: And so how often did you interact with
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her on the day of the event, radio traffic?

. Pretty frequently. Again, she was in and
out of the conmand post a lot. W've gone over sone of the
emails that | was included on or that she sent. | believe
there was probably a couple of phone calls, but, you know,
a normal amount for the Pl response team for an event that
Si ze.

ERel: Did you ever conmunicate with her about
t he suspicious individual or did she communicate to you
anyt hi ng?

S lLeading up to the event, leading up to the
shooting or after?

ERIl: Leading up. W can start with |eading
up.

I | believe that the comunication she got
cane through, you know, the picture and the other
information | believe cane either directly from Agent
or the CS Response agent gave it to her. | don't
know exactly.

EEEIEStAl: Okay. And then did she relay that

information to you after the fact?

T At sone point, | do believe she sent ne the
picture of the individual, but well, after the event.

eI And that was the first time that you saw

the picture?
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That was the first tinme | saw the picture.
Yes.
FS™: So, no one showed it to you in the

security roon?

S No, | never sawit.

eIl COkay. Wen did you first becone aware
that the counter UAS system was not operational that day?

Nl Sonetine after sweeps had begun or, | don't
know exactly what tinme he tried to start setting it up.

But Agent did cone into the security room and say
that he was having difficulty getting it set up and that he
was trying to find a new | ocation to set it up to see if
that would help himget it working.

CEIl: And did it?

Il VYes. He was eventually able to get it
wor ki ng. He spent a considerable anmount of tinme on the
phone, | believe, with the technical support for the vendor
for the equipnent.

ERl: Do you recall around what time it becane

oper ati on?

I 'he only thing | remenber is that he
nmentioned that he had to -- he waited until 4 o'clock,

until there was a new person on the other end of the
techni cal support for the vendor. And so, it had to be

after 4 o' cl ock because that was when he was able to
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resol ve the problem

Rl Okay. And | nean, did that concern you
at all, that counter UAS systemwasn't operational for the
better part of the day?

Sl Vell, frankly, when | arrived there | was
very surprised that there even was a counter UAS system
That was not typical at all at that point for a candidate
to be receiving that.

EReel: And you found out when you arrived at

t he event?

Sl Correct.

CEICIEA: Okay. Are you aware that forner
Presi dent Trunp has specific and credi bl e threats agai nst
himfroma fornmer country related to drones?

IS | amnot. Qher than what |'ve heard in
t he news.

CEESIl: You weren't aware of that prior?

Witness __ HISACE

R l: So you weren't aware of the CAS system
I n advance. TSD outdoor site survey did tal k about how
there was going to be a CAS system Do you recall that?
Did you receive the TSD outdoor site survey?

Il 't may have been in the initial paperwork,
but I may not have caught the fact that there was a CAS in

t hat survey, but we |earned about it at the briefing the

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE 00

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.33



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

next norni ng.

EISAl: Because the outdoor site survey
specifically said that the site was vul nerable to drone
threats and then | think I EDs, but specifically vul nerable
to drone threats. So the site was vul nerable. The TSD put
that in their survey. The drones, the counter drone system
was i noperable for part of the day. So you did not

conmmuni cate that out on the radio

. That what the counter drone system was
i noperable? | did not. | assune that Agent

woul d' ve notified whoever he needed to notify to get that
systemworking. And it was working well in advance of
arrival.

EEESIll: But it was supposed to be operational
earlier in the day, and it wasn't.

Sl | ' mnot exactly sure what tine would' ve
been their details protocol for getting that operational
before arrival. But nmuch |ike counter snipers, not
everyt hing goes operational as soon as we start the site.

EEIIIl: \Vére there any reports of drones that
day?

Not that |'m aware of.

Ol Okay. |f law enforcenent that was
wor ki ng and securing the event thought that there was a

drone detection systemoperable, | nean, is it, and they
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weren't aware that it wasn't, maybe they weren't looking
for drones and that could be an issue, is that not
something that you guys thought?

DEEe Y] : Speculative, but I don't want you to
speculate.

EES: I'm not going to speculate. So why you
don't just leave it at that.

BRI : But you did know that the drone system
wasn't operational, the counter drone system?

IEEl: For a period of time, well before arrival,
I knew that the agent responsible for setting up the system
was working on getting it set up.

Sl : Okay. When did you first find out that
there were going to be counter snipers, is it the day of?

FEE: 1t may have been in the survey as well.
So, either the night before or the day of, they mentioned
them at the briefing for sure. That morning at 10 o'clock.

BRIl : S2AIC [ didn't mention that when he
spoke with you?

I [ don't think so, no.

ISt : Is it typical for candidates to get

counters sniper support or at the time? Was it typical?
S : 2bsolutely not. I was actually surprised
and very happy to see that they were going to be there that

day given the nature of the event.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE 02

T P O n e www.TP.One (800.367.33



10

T

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

80

ERINAVIiVAl : Okay. Were you briefed or informed of

any threats against either the protectee or the site?

I : Yo. Nothing specific, no.
GNIXAVIIivAl : In your position as SAIC the Buffalo

Office, you're familiar with threats, right? That's

something that you guys investigate. I think I saw on June
26th, so 20 days before, there was an announcement that you
guys had arrested or DOJ had arrested in coordination with

your office someone for threatening President Biden?

IEE: ©h, ves, yes. BAbsolutely.
EHOXAVNva : And so, I mean, the nature of threats in

the preliminary survey said there was no threat

information.
ISl : Correct.
HSGAC Minority |[EEEEESsS'eltha experience, if there were threat

information, would it be in the preliminary survey?

DEESS: O©One would hope, yes.

EEINMl: Is it a problem that that information
was not in there?

I : 292in, I don't know what the specific
threat information is or if it would be capable of being
disseminated in that way.

RISl : How would information be disseminated if
it's classified?

S : That would require, you know, trips to
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SClFs, and that sort of thing would typically -- | nean, it
certainly depends on the |level of classification. So
agai n, not know ng what the |level of classification is for
whatever it is you're referring toit, | can't really say
how t hey woul d' ve done it.

EREISl: 'f you had credible information of a
threat, would that potentially change what you' d be
listening for as the security room supervisor?

e As the security --
ERIEESM: The person who's nonitoring the radio

traffic?

Dl Sure. As the person who's nonitoring the
traffic. | would be |istening the sane way no matter what.
You' re always going to be listening to make -- you know i f

there's a threat. You're not going to just because there's
a threat or no threat, you're not going to be any |ess
diligent.

EEESIEl: But are there levels of -- are certain
i ndi vi dual s have a hei ghtened threat environnent or certain
sites, certain protectees, or does everyone have the sane

general threat?

winess — HAVININNI

: You can answer that.
Il Yeah. | nean, | think it's pretty obvious

that the President receives a certain | evel of protection.
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The Vice-President receives a certain |evel of protection,

= Ad then there are other protectees,
you know, say,

ies |
EEeIISEl: And so, in your role as SAIC, when you

have a protective visit in your responsibility area, in
your jurisdiction, do you send a letter typically to the

FBI asking for threat information about the protectee?

(Witness  HEERCER

ERISIt: Typically, do you get at |east an
acknow edgenent fromthe FBI that they received that letter

Dl Most of the tinme, yes.

CEIEA: And have you ever actually received
threat information fromFBI in response?

DB Not during ny tinme as SAIC at Buffal o, no.

e etl: Ckay. So, when DHS Secretary Mayorkas
-- 1 think he said it was after July 13th?

Il Oh yes, it was recently. It was in
Sept enber .

CEIEl: You sent the letter FBI didn't share any

Il | got a response back that there was
not hi ng to share.

N . You got a response back. Was there any
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threat information that was shared with you.

IEEl: o©on that visit, no.
FSCIXAVIiVAl : Or protectee?
I : say that again?

S : Or protectee, because I know there's
also -- you may receive stuff from headquarters,
Intelligence Headquarters, from anyone. Did you have any
intelligence threat information related to --

IEEEl: Relating to July 13th?

YAV VAl: No. Related to Mayorkas's visit?

IEEN: fFor particular threat information for the

visit that we had in September?

F{INeAVi\Al : Yes.

: No. The PI advance for that visit did this

check. LES

NNV : Okay. And was there a counter

surveillance unit for that visit, the Mayorca visit?

winess— B “rps W

GRleZ(Alhnll : And did he have CAT assets or any of

that?

(Winess —— FRENCY

EEyerl: We're starting to get well beyond Butler.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE

T P O ne www TP.One (800.367.33

06



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

FOIl: | ' mjust trying to understand what's

typical and what's not. | nean,

IS so ! 'mjust trying to understand even though

iIt's recent. That's fine.

EE IS ll: You said you asked Special agent
to Make context to the counter response and
protective intelligence response when those calls canme in.
Wiy did you have himdo that rather than you do it
yoursel f?

Sl el |, because of the nature of the
I nformation and getting the picture and all of that
woul d' ve taken a -- it took sone effort for himto do that
to get the picture. |It's not that easy to get a picture on
our work phones from an outside source. And because he was
there and was anot her pair of hands, it was just the nost
expeditious way of doing it and required the | east anobunt
of my attention being diverted fromlistening to the radios
to have himdo it.

MRoEitEall: Fforgive ne if it sounds like a dunb
guestion, but this issue has conme up in a lot of different
conversations we've had during this investigation. Can you

receive a picture on your Secret Service radio?

Il On our radio? No.
HSGAC Minority : Okay. Earlier you said that you
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wouldn't have been surprised if there had not a suspicious
person call at this event. Why is that?

NSl : Just due to the nature of the size of the
event, and given the weather that day, and the fact that
people were out in the sun for so long. Really any event
of that size, I've never really -- can't remember one big
large outdoor event like that where there's not some sort
of suspicious person at some point.

HSGAC Minority : Is there ever in any of those that

you've been a part of where the suspicious person had a

rangefinder?
Bl : Yot that I recall.
Bl : vhat is your current duty status?
Wl : My current duty status? I'm in full-duty
status.
Bl : Has it been the case since July 13th?
N :  Yes-
RIS All: Have you ever been put on telework,

administrative, or anything like that?

WGERS No. We're going to go ahead and reserve
the rest of our time for after.

[Psiinoriy  EEERCVGRRUN ... BRI Psi vinoiy RS
Senator Johnson's office. on July 13th, how many
suspicious individual calls did you receive?

: The one that I remember is the one we've
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been di scussi ng.

EIESE: So the only one you renenber is the one
of Thomas Crooks?

Bl Correct. There was in the aftermath a
suspi cious bicycle that was di scussed, but that was kind of
in the aftermath.

Eoeal: 'n your role in the security room would
you receive all suspicious person reports, neaning did you
recei ve information from Pennsyl vania State Police, Butler,
ot her | ocal |aw enforcenent?

S Al the information | was getting that
woul d' ve been comng fromthe state police or |ocal |aw
enf orcenent woul d' ve cone through the state police. |
recei ved no direct communication fromany other police
agency outside of the Pennsylvania State Police.

EIISE: So on July 13th, did the Pennsylvania
State Police ever tell you about reports of suspicious
I ndi vi dual s near the AGR property?

Il VYes. The person we discussed that we sent

t he people out to | ook for.

Il So just Thomas Crooks?
Il el |, now we know to be Thomas Crooks, but

at the tinme we did not know.
Il So there was no other communications for

t he Pennsylvania State Police before the suspicious person
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call of, you know, 5:45 p.m on July 13th?

Il | 'mnot recalling one, but I'mnot sure
what you're referencing.

EIEM: So we understand from Pennsylvania State
Police on July 13th sent out vice units |ooking for soneone
in ared shirt and a neon shirt by the AGR fence |ine.

Does that ring a bell?

EE: 't does not really ring a bell. No.
B Do you know that Pennsylvania State

Police had vice units at Butler on July 13th?

R | 'mnot sure exactly what you nean by a
vice unit, but | do know that the Pennsylvania State Police
had postings all within the secure perineter.

EIISE: Do you know if Pennsylvania State Police
had plain closed officer officers at the Butler rally on
July 13t h?

S Yes. There was at |least one that | know of

who was paired with our Pl response agent.

EEIEEll: Do you know the name of that person

Il O the Pennsylvania State Police person
paired with the Pl response yet? | do not know his nane.

Il And that individual that was paired with

CST --

Y No Pl response.
EIEeall: P! response, that individual go out at
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around 5:45 to | ook for Crooks?

M | believe he was paired with the Secret
Service Pl agent, so they were worked as a team

ISl Do you know if PSP had any other plain
clothes officers at the Butler site enbedded with Secret
Servi ce personnel ?

. Enbedded with Secret Service personnel ?
The only one that |'maware of is the trooper who was with

the Pl response agent.

EIIES: Do you know that trooper's nane?
. That's the nane you just asked ne. |It's

t he sane person.
EEral: \Wat other federal entities were you

aware of that were outside of that were on the grounds on

July 13th?

DEESEl: O her than the Secret Service and H S,
none.

EEIISE: So. noving to after shots were fired at

6:11 p.m on July 13th, what did you do?

NEEE: Sure. So, | heard the call that shots were
fired. | repeated that back over the radio. Very shortly
thereafter that there was nore transm ssion on the radio
that the shooter was down. |, again, relayed that
i nformati on back on the radio, and at that point, | told or

I nstructed all posts to hold their posts.
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In that tine, the shift and counter assault team were
obvi ously making their way to a departure. Once they
cleared, | put back out on the radio for all posts to
remain at their posts. And | was still getting -- you
know, there were calls in for nedical even at that point,
obviously. And so I was working on dispatching those and
telling all posts to hold and maintain their posts so that
we could figure out the aftermath.

EEIESIl: You received information of a potenti al

expl osi ve devices found at the AGR property?

S Yes. That cane in all around that sane
tinme. It was all part of the sane activity that there was

a report. This was the bicycle that | nentioned earlier.
So there were, you know, calls for TSD, and what they were
going to do, and who they were going to contact to exam ne
t hat "suspi ci ous package".

EBEIEEl: Do you know how many Secret Service
personnel were sent to the AGR property after shots were

fired at 6:11 p.m?

M After shots were fired?
Psi winoriy  JERCCS
S | don't know specifically who responded

other than | know that the Pl response and the counter
sni per response teans were in that vicinity, are headed to

that vicinity. Oher than that, all the other posts were
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told to maintain their posts, which is, to ny know edge,
they all did.

ISl \Wen you were receiving calls about
potential explosive devices found on the AGR property, were
ot her | aw enforcenent assets sent to the AGR property,
meani ng Al | egheny County Bonb Squad, Al cohol Tobacco
Firearns and Expl osive, ATF?

Il So, yes, inthe aftermath there were people
started responding to the scene and TSD coordi nat ed t hat
response of who was going to go and check out that bicycle.
But | do believe there were |ocal assets that did the
render safe or that did the investigation of that bicycle.

ISl So the night of July 13th, were you still
in the security room when devices were found in Crook's
vehi cl e?

B  Yes, | believe so. | was there until about
12: 30 that night.

Al Can you describe to us how that was
radi oed in and what was told about the devices in Crook's
vehi cl e?

ISl | just renmenber there being discussion that
the bonb teans were out and were | ooking at sone ot her
devices. And at that point, they were nowhere near any of
our Secret Service posts, to ny know edge. So there was

just the information that they were going to go exam ne
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those other devices that was coming into the security room.
At that point, there were a lot of different law
enforcement personnel in and around the security room, so
I'm only catching bits and pieces of that.

EIISMNE: Do you know what time the devices were

found in Crook's wvehicle?

I do not.
PSI Minority : Can you guess?

I [ don't want to guess. No.
PSI Minority : But that information was sent into the

security room on the night of July 13th?
EEE: I wouldn't say it was sent in. It was just

something that was being discussed in the room.

PSI Minority : Where was Crook's vehicle discovered?
IEES: I don't know.
PSI Minority : You don't know that night of July 13th,

or you still don't know?

IEE: I still don't know exactly where it was
discovered. I know it was outside of the perimeter
somewhere close to the Butler Farm Show, but I don't know

exactly where.

PSI Minority : Was it near the AGR building?
TES:  don't know exactly where it was found.
PSI Minority : Do you know the make and model and color

of Crook's vehicle?
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IS | do not.
Il "\one of that information was tal ked about

in the security roomthe night of July 13th?

ISl 't may have been tal ked about in the
security room but at that point, frankly, | was dealing

with the aftermath of the potential assassination and was
focused on that. | was not focused on the investigation
that was starting by the FBI.

ESIE Il Vs there discussion in the security room
the night of July 13th when devices were found in Crook's

vehicle of clearing the area because of that threat?

PEESl: | 'mnot specifically recalling how that all
pl ayed out. | was honestly at that point, so nuch focused
on dealing with the post standers that | still had there,

the nultiple calls |I was getting, you know, about the event
from Secret Service. | was not focused on what was goi ng
on with the ongoing investigation really at all at that
point in the afternath.

Il Do you know if anyone in Secret Service
was dealing with the discovery of devices in Crook's
vehicle at that tine?

P (f it would ve been anybody, it would've
been the TSD | ead at that point.

Bl Wo is that?

Kl | believe his last nane is e
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B oybe.
R  Acent [ | just want to go back to
sonet hing that was di scussed earlier. | believe in

response to one of ny coll eagues, you had said you'd never
received a call of a suspicious individual wwth a

rangefi nder before that day?

Il | don't recall one.
Bl Ckay. So fair to say, based on that

heari ng that sonebody has a rangefinder in the proximty of
a protectee is unusual, not sonmething a Secret Service
expects to hear at an event?

ISl Yeah. Again, that's part of the reason why
we determned that it was a suspicious individual.

BTl  VWen you were classifying soneone as
suspicious or a threat, is that sonmething that is a Secret
Service policy that they say, hey, this is level that would
nmeet suspicion, this is level that would neet a threat, or
Is this sonmething it's a gut call on your part?

Il No, | nean, | think | discussed what would
determne a threat prior, and that is sonmebody with the
i mredi ate capability of doing harm

EIEE: \Vould there ever be an instance where
you woul d relay out a suspicious individual to say a site
agent or a | ead agent at an event?

NSl | nean, hypothetically speaking? Sure.
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Il  VWat would cause you to relay that

information to then?

ISl Acain, it would really have to be specific
to the exact particulars of what were going on at that tine
in this hypothetical situation.

BNl But in this case, an individual who had
a rangefinder near where the protectee was going to be
approxi mately 15 m nutes before a protectee takes stage,
didn't rise to that level in your m nd?

I Again, we dispatched the teans that were
avail able to investigate what was determ ned to be a
Suspi ci ous person.

I And forgive ne, | believe you said this
earlier. D d you continue to check in with those teans?

N  Again, we dispatched the teans that were
avail able to investigate a suspicious person, and | was
awai ting information back fromthem if they were to even

have any i nformation back.

EE: You didn't proactively reach out to
themto check to see if they --

I, nyself, did not.

EIEEE: DO d Agent EEPRRE. to your know edge?

Il | don't know if he did or did not.

EIIEEE: \\en they were di spatched, were they

di spatched to the AGR building, specifically?
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(Witness  HEEEENO[CTpli was the one speaking with them

on the phone, so | believe that they were told that that
was their | ast known | ocati on. So |'msure that that

woul d' ve been the direction that they were heading in to go

| ook.
EIIE: You said you worked PI, right,
Protective Intelligence in the past?
IS VYes. [|'ve had Pl cases in the past.
IS So if you were a Pl agent at a thing

and you heard an individual that was their last |ocation,

that woul d be where you woul d head his |ast known | ocation?

I Can you repeat the question?
I \Wen he was a Pl agent and if he worked

Pl, he woul d' ve headed to the individual's |ast known
| ocation to | ook for them
EE: | nean, sure. Unless there was sone ot her
information that | got to | ook sonewhere el se.
IS Because | know we tal ked about this a
little bit, 1'"mgoing to introduce Sergeant
testinony to the PSP and this will be Exhibit 4.
[ Exhi bit No. 4 was
mar ked for identification.]
I Co ahead and turn to page 17. | know
it's a |large docunent, but we're only going to focus on

pages 17 and 18.
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Winess —— TGRS

EICE: The bottom half of page 17 saying --
and it's that last thing. "At 18:09, I received another

call from Officer saying the guy was discovered on the
roof, and they had officers below," meaning municipals, not
troopers, "that they couldn't like figure out how he got up
there." So this seems to be talking about the same
suspicious individual that we already talked about, that
guy .

Then if you flip over on the back, now to page 18, he
says, "At 18:10, I related this to the Secret Service that,
hey, the guy is that, you know, is back and everything.

And at 18:10, I called Corporal [EEM " and a little bit
further down near the bottom, it asked, "And who was that
communicated to?" And it says it, i, I was like, you
know, we were in the room and like I'm moving fast." So,

Y vould be you, right?

EES: I believe that's who he's referring to,
but, yes.
BRI : 2nd you don't recall any communication

about an individual on the roof.

NESSEl: sSo. I think this is probably the seventh
time I've answered this now, but no, because at that time,
again, we were getting reports on the Secret Service radio

of the local police working a problem at 3 o'clock. So

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE

Y/ T P O n e www.TP.One (800.367.33

19



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

97

that's what | heard and responded to.

DEEeY: | just want to, again, point out the
quote is, "It would be What | said earlier. He's
specul ating. He doesn't say he actually spoke to [y
"It would be." So he's speculating that it was [y "It
was |ike, we're in the room and I'mlike, noving fast."

But this is not a distinct recollection that he said

anything to [[iS.

EEIE: | ' mogoing to just challenge that that's
speculation. | think that's your interpretation of what

he's saying there.

[Witness Counsc NI
PSI Minority . But, yeah, as far as | know, it's an

answer to a question of who was that communicated to? It
woul d be EEY.

ey It would be B, not it was [UEY.
is proximate to the guy. | don't know whether he's
confounding his recollection, but is by saying it would be,

it's showwng a bit of equivocation. That's it.

S '/l say this. If | had heard that there
was a man on the roof, | would ve put that out on the radio

I nstead of the |ocal police are working a problemat 3
o' cl ock.

IS V¢ére you aware on that day that Secret

Service counters snipers had al so been alerted to the
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suspicious individual?

El: I was not aware that day that they knew.
EIIESA: VYhen did you find out that they knew?
IEES: I believe it was during my testimony

yesterday when I saw the Secret Service timeline for the
first time.

IS : You didn't have any discussions with
the Secret Service counter snipers that day after the shots
have been fired?

IEE: No. I never talked to them after shots

were fired.

PSI Minority : I turn it over to my colleague.
PSI Minority : Mr. By, my name is [EEENISSEY s ¥

work for Ranking Member Johnson. Thank you for your time.
EIECE: You mentioned earlier that you had

called SAIC sl about switching your radio channels.

Sl : Correct.
EIISE: Vhy not call the site Agent BYYEW?

ITE: VWell, because it involved the possibility
of impacting both visits. So he needed to make a decision

at which visit he wanted to impact as far as making that
switch because we were either going to have to switch the
FLOTUS visit channel or the Trump visit channel. So you
know, I think it was most appropriate to reach out to him

since there are two visits happening in his district.
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PSI Minority : Did you ever subsequently inform Site

Agent about the conversation you had with SAIC [EE>

IEE: vYes. I mean, that was put out over the
radios, and I believe she was probably included on those
emails as well.

EIIESE: You did not inform Site Agent
regarding the information you received about a suspicious
individual after you received that?

IEEl: vYeah. Again, the people who were notified
were the _that could go out and respond and
determine, you know, what the suspicious person was or
wasn't.

EIESE: You mentioned earlier that you directly
reported to Site Agent on the day of the July 13th
event?

IE=N: vYeah. So the way that post standers works
is on that day, whoever's standing post the site agent is
in charge of that site.

IS : vhy did you not relay the information
about the suspicious individual to your direct report?

Nl : Because at the time, I believe that we had
relayed the information to the teams that were best suited
to go out and make a determination on what that information
was.

PSI Minority : I understand that you relay to those
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i ndi vidual s, but why not also relay it to your direct
report?

S At that tinme, | thought that was the best
course of action.

B V¢ére you ever directly told that there
woul d be a separate command post ?

EEE: No. | don't ever recall being told that

there'd be a separate command post.

EIS: s that a problen?
IS Acain, it wasn't until partway through the
day that | even nmade -- you know, fully figured out that

there was a second conmand post. And | think I've already
stated that it woul d' ve been advant ageous to have everybody
I n the sanme room

I G ven your professional experience,
have you ever worked an event where during the event you
di scover that there is a separate command post?

I | can't say that during the event
di scovered, but |'ve worked several events where there have
been mul ti pl e command posts.

BRIl So. in this particular case, at the
July 13th rally, it was unique that at this event you were
not infornmed initially that there would be a separate
command post ?

S | 'mnot sure unique is the right word. But
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again, I wasn't taken aback by the fact once I learned that
there were more than one command post.

PSI Minority : You mentioned earlier that you had a

LES radio.

IES: vYes. Just our common parlance for

essentially a radio.
PSI Minority : But even on that RFESS radio,

that only could that only receive Secret Service

communications?

(Witness  EEEERNGIS

Bl : 1t could not access local law
enforcement communications?

[ : Correct.

EIIE: could it be, and forgive me if I

misused this term, could it be coded to access local law

enforcement communications?

I don't have the technical knowledge to
answer that question, but I know that our radios
and our radios only have our Secret Service channels,

and some DHS, and our operability channels.
EIEE: 'm going to show you an email and mark
it as Exhibit 5.
[Exhibit No. 5 was

marked for identification.]

PSI Minority : And I'll give you a moment to take a

101
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|l ook at it. You can just |let me know when you're ready.

I | mready.

B Vv ) are you familiar with this
emai | ?

Il VYes. This cane in, obviously, after the

event, and it's com ng from our MEENEGEGEGEEGEEEGEEE
which is here in Washington, DC. This is a good exanpl e of

one of the many questions and requests | was getting in the
af t er mat h.

I The email is dated July 13th, 2024, at

7:33 p.m And do you know what individual sent this enail

to you?

S 't would' ve been sonebody who was worKking
in the IS | have no idea who was
working in there that night.

EEl: 'his individual wites, "Sir, do you

have a status update on suspicious package or any ot her

updates fromthe site?" Wat is the suspicious package in

reference to in this email, that's

M That's the bicycle that we've discussed
earlier.

EIENTE: 2 Cay. And at the tine of this email,

what was the status regarding that suspicious package or
t he bicycl e?

IS | don't renenber exactly if the bicycle had
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been cleared at that point or not. But | want to say that
t he bicycle probably had been cleared by that point.

Il And how did you cone to the
understanding that it had been cl eared?

B | believe that TSD | ead advance cane back
into the security roomand | et us know.

Il D d you receive any simlar
comruni cations related to the discovery of the explosive
devices found in Crook's car?

.  Yeah, again, | think that was nuch later,
and | don't specifically renenber the particulars of that,
j ust because it was not sonething at that point that | was
focusing on. | was focusing on dealing with the aftermath

and our personnel primarily at that point.

Yl Vo discovered the bicycle
B  The bicycle who discovered it? |'m not

sure which agency or which teaminitially identified it as
a suspi ci ous package

EIINEE: At the tine shots were fired, did you
hear any radi o communi cati ons regarding the |ocation of the

shoot er ?

ISl  Just the 3 o' clock.
B Anything nore specific than that?
Nl Onoour radio is what | heard was it's 3

o' clock and that was a suspicious person, but the shots
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fired, didn't -- wasn't acconpanied with a clock position.
ENESA: Besides a clock position, were any

other specific locations identified as relating to where

t he shooter is?

D No.  Wiat | renenber hearing was shots
fired.

ENEA: | mgoing to go to the next exhibit,
which I''ll mark as Exhibit 6.

[ Exhi bit No. 6 was
mar ked for identification.]
EIEE: !''!'! give you a nonent to take a | ook
at it. You can |let ne know when you're ready.
Nl | mgood.
IS 2 Ckay. Wo did you send this email to?

Bl This was sent to the lieutenant who was the
supervisor for all of the Uniformed Division assets that

were runni ng the nmagnet oneter detail.

Il  VWo was that individual ?
Her nane is escaping nme right now.
Bl Ckay. And this is a July 13th, 2024,

emai|l sent at 11:55 p.m You wite, "Lieutenant, thank you
again. \Wenever you have the list of nanes, please send it
ny way. EAP will definitely be here tonorrow, and | wl|
be coordinating with themas the POC on the ground here.

As | get nore, | wll be sure to pass it along."” Wat was
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the list? Wat list of names did you request?
Kl 't was the list of nanes of all the

Uni fornmed Division officers who were on the nagnetoneter

detail .
IS And why did you nmake that request?
I Because | had been requested to nake sure

that all of the Unifornmed Division officers on the
magnet oneter detail and all of the post standers stayed on

Sunday rather than getting on their schedul ed flights.

EEal: \Wo told you to nmake that request?
SNl 't happened during one of ny nmany

conversations with headquarters personnel in the aftermth.

EIIEME: Sc soneone from headquarters?
I  Correct.

EIEE: And what is EAP?

S BEAP is the Enpl oyee Assistance Program
IS And how nmany people from EAP did you

under stand woul d be on the site the next day?

N At that tine, | don't renenber if | had the
nunber or not, but it was three that ended up com ng.

EIIESEE: 2 Cay. And in what way did you
coordinate with themas the POC, point of contact on the
ground?

Bl Sure. | had sone phone conversations with

our EAP director or chief that evening. And then there was
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some enmil conversation or traffic as well with the person
who was going to be the | eader of the fol ks that was com ng
t he next day.

IS And why were you going to be the point

of contact on the ground?

K | was asked by headquarters to do that, and
| was available. | was still here. | was going to be

here. And you know, it was kind of an extracurricular duty
that | don't think that the SAIC of the Pittsburgh Ofice
woul d' ve had the capacity at that tinme with everything el se
he was dealing with to take on.

B And in what way did you serve as the

poi nt of contact on the ground?

DEEE: Sure. | worked with the adm nistrative
officer, |I believe of the Pittsburgh office to nake sure
t hey got hotel roonms. | coordinated conference roons at
the -- at the hotel. Al the post standers were staying at

so that they could hold their counseling session. And |
coordinated with the post standers and the magnet oneter
of ficers, you know, telling themwhat tinme these resources

woul d be available to themif they wanted to attend.

Il You may have addressed this earlier,
but | just wanted to nmake sure that it's clear. Wo made

t he radi o communi cation that the |ocals are working a

situation at the 3 o' cl ock?
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Witness That's still not clear to me. When it came
across the radio, I don't believe that the unit identified
themselves or I didn't hear them identifying themselves.
But it was definitely on the Secret Service radio.

EIISM: Have you learned after the fact who
made that communication?

FE: I believe I discovered that yesterday when,
again, at my House testimony that it was one of the CS team
personnel that made that communication.

EIESE: £ now that you know that it was CS,
does that refresh your memory in terms of hearing that
radio communication and your response to addressing that
situation?

NEESEl: Well, I know what my response to addressing
that situation, it was, it was to repeat that radio
traffic.

EISYE: [t didn't make a difference to you that
it would've come from one of the counters snipers versus
another post stander or anyone else securing the rally?

EEE: No. I would've repeated the same
information no matter who had said it.

IS : Has anyone from DHS or Secret Service

instructed you not to speak with Congress?

Witness _ KREERACE

PSI Minority : I'm going to turn it over to my
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col | eague.
e . | my have to | eave.
Il Can we do like five mnutes? |It's been --

ey Can we take five mnutes and ny able

col | eague, we'll continue to nonitor the interview  But
for the record, | just want to make a conment about this
suspi ci ous person on the roof. |I'm/looking at Sergeant

testinony during the course of what appears to be
an Internal Affairs investigation, his own agency.

He's being interviewed by a Corporal ENJdzl. and
asks him this is on page 10, "Wre you ever nmade
aware of this suspicious person being on the roof of the
AGR building prior to the shooting?" EEgEe. "“No. Well,
just nonents before it." right. As it was trans --
and it's cut. [EEgE™, "Yeah, yeah. As | was, yeah, like,
yeah. The only tine | was aware of it is the shooting
occurred right after it. Yeah."™ It doesn't appear that he
ever communi cated to anybody that there was a suspici ous
person on the roof.

M. We'll ask questions related to this, and if
you want to, specifically as you' ve just done, read into
the record fromExhibit 4, that's fine. But just as you
have asked others not to characterize, we would ask that
you not characteri ze.

CEOIIY: But | would Iike to know what -- can you
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repeat what docunent you're referring to?

EEeR: | "mreferring to Exhibit Nunber 4, the

Interview w th Sergeant I .
Ckay. And page nunbers?

e July 20th, 2024
REEE: Page nunbers you read fronf

NS  Page nunber 10, and right in the middle
from--

EEIEE: This is Exhibit 4, page 10. |If we have
foll owup questions on that, we'll ask them before we

break. D d you have a few nore questions?

B | just want to nmake sure |'m
understanding that. That's on page 10. It does say on

page 17, "At 18:09, | received another call from O ficer

sayi ng that the guy was di scovered on top of the

r oof . So he is saying, |'ve received a call fromOficer

B saying there was a guy on the roof at 18:09. You got

reconcil e those.

ERE: So if you only have one or two nore

guestions, | think we should just go ahead and ask those

and have your colleague -- and then, then we'll break.
EEEl: So this is IS 20ain with

Senat or Johnson's office. | think real quick, I'mgoing to

go back to the issue about suspicious individuals on July

13th. This wll be Exhibit 7, | believe.
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[ Exhi bit No. 7 was
mar ked for identification.]
EIIESE: This exhibit is an interview wth
Li eut enant EEEEEEIERS. that was conducted on July 22nd,
2024, with the Pennsylvania State Police. And this Exhibit
I s pages 26, 27, 28 of that interview
[Withess IO E:\'A
ENEAl: So | want to turn your attention to the
m ddl e of page 26, where, where mentions Now the
vi ce guys were sonewhere around outside the perinmeter. D d
you know on July 13th at Butler that Pennsylvania State

Pol i ce had vice guys outside the perineter?

Il | was not explicitly aware of that fact,
no.
ISl Wo was the Pennsylvania State police

counterpart in the security roomon July 13th?

IS  Sergeant S,
IV A. So goi ng back to ny questions earlier

about suspicious individuals at the Butler Rally. Go to
the bottom of page 26. It says, just to clarify,
calls you about two suspicious people over on the AGR
property in yellow and red. They send you a text of
phot ographs of them responds, "No phone, just a
text of what he saw. " says what he saw,

says, "Yeah, no pictures.” says you rel ayed that
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information to Sergeant and the command post and
asked him to send some assets over to Trooper [SRel.

responds, "and I took it upon myself to send that
text to because I knew they were on the outside."

Once again, did Sergeant ever mention to you
about two suspicious people over on the AGR property on
July 13th?

EE: Yeah. Once again, I don't specific
specifically remember any of these details.

EISEl: If vou turn to page 27 of the same
exhibit, about three-fourths of the way down the page, it
says, |[j#§ll- Yep- The first I received a call from
at 17:21. says, you said that the phone
call in response to was in reference to the two suspicious.
says, "Yes, the kid in the red shirt and then the
yellow shirt." says, "After receiving that
information, what did you do immediately?" said, I
put in a quick text and I text the vice guys, the three
vice guys that were assigned in this detail to contact post
5 for suspicious people on the fence line. Do you know
where post 5 was on the Butler Rally?

PN I don't believe that was a Secret Service
post, so, no, I do not.

PSI Minority : So to be clear, all this information

about suspicious people over at the AGR property on July
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13th, this is news to you?

NEl: Yes. | don't recall any two other
suspi ci ous people. The suspicious person | renmenber from
that day is the one we've been discussing.

EIEEl: And it appears according to this
interview with Lieutenant G4, this report of suspicious
peopl e on the AGR property happened approxi mately 5:21 on
July 13th. So, this is before the suspicious call cones in
on Crooks at 5:45.

Il | nean, I'mreading the sane thing you're
readi ng, so, yes.

EIESEl: 2 ay. Thank you.

ERIES . Just to clarify on the layout of the

security room Sergeant was about six feet away from

you?
NEEl: Yeah, five to six feet-ish off to ny right.
EE Il \VWere was, particularly during the

time we're tal ki ng about dispatching the counter sniper
response and protective intelligence response, where was
Speci al Agent RSV~

Il He was basically right behind nme at a
different table.

So, like two feet behind you?

EESE: Yeah. Two feet behind ne.

NI Ckay. We're going to break for 10 m nutes
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and then go on for the last hour. Thank you.

[ Recess. ]

[ERIEy: CGoing back to the tineline and the
comuni cati ons that have been di scussed around 6:08 p. m,
Is it possible that Pennsylvania State Police Sergeant
relay the information of man on the roof and you did
not hear it?

[Withess  HEEER(CES

EEs: Was the communication in that room at that
time, to your recollection, frantic, for lack of a better
wor d?

Dl Yes. Particularly after and around the
time we got the call of that the |ocal police were working
a problemat three o' clock, everybody in the roomwas then
very much turned on because in the Secret Service parl ance,
wor king a problem neans that's an issue that you are going
to want to pay attention to. In fact, in our training, we
say "on problem when we're starting a scenario. So as
soon as | heard those words, | knew that | needed to get
t hat back out on the radio.

EBICIEE®: |s it common practice for the Secret
Service to have co-location for conmunications with state
and | ocal s?

EESSE: By co-location, you nean like two different
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[(ERIE: Sorry. For local |aw enforcenment or
what ever, |aw enforcenent are going to be at a particul ar
event to be located with Secret Service officials?

Il VYes. That typically in the coomand post or
security room there are typically local or state |aw
enforcenent officials there depending on which entities are
working the visit.

BN And is one of the reasons for doing that so
that a Secret Service official can be aware of state and
| ocal conmuni cations by the fact that those conmuni cations
can be relayed by the state and | ocal officials who are
| ocated in that security roonf

DSl  Yes, that would be the purpose.

B And is that because those communi cations
channel s are not communi cati ons channels that the Secret
Service nonitors

S Correct. | don't believe we have the
capability to nonitor themcurrently.

EREy: |!s it then problematic, in your view, given
what we just discussed on July 13th, that the current
practice to have Secret Service officials located with
state and local officials for the purposes of being able to
hear their comruni cations, given the conmmunications
limtations that the Secret Service has, is that

probl emati c gi ven that when an event rises to the | evel of
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signi fi cance beyond a nedical energency, such that there is
frantic comruni cation going on, one of the risks of this
current setup is that information nay be m ssed or not

hear d?

(Witness  HEEER(CER

BICIEEM: \Wat needs to change, in your view, to
remedy that risk?

S | think that for particular sites,
particularly |arge events, where there's a ot nore
potential for things to be going on as far as just the day-
to-day business of the site | think those site security
roons need to be you know, manned by at | east two people.
And it would be great if one of those people was a
professionally trained dispatcher or sonething |ike that.

ERIy: |s there any training within the Secret
Service right now about best practices for nmanaging a
security roomat an event?

I Not that |'maware of.

R: |s there any training within the Secret
Service right now that you're aware of with respect to the
comruni cati ons thensel ves, the actual physical radi os and
capabilities and options that a security room has for those
wor king in event?

IS he only the radio training that we get is

either in our basic training course that we all go through

115
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at the beginning of our careers. | believe there's
probably sonme interspersed in protective detail training
that you would go through. And maybe our C and S training
has sone, but nothing particular to working a security room
or conmmand post that |'m aware of.

RBEEs: Should, in your view, comunications
capabilities thensel ves be one of the things under
consideration for change in light of what happened in
Butl er, neaning, should the ability of the Secret Service
and vice versa, state, and local officials to have access
to each other's comuni cati ons be sonething the Secret
Service considers?

I  Absolutely. Interoperability and the
ability for the different agencies to talk to each other, |
t hi nk has been a problem across | aw enforcenent for quite
sone tine. |'ve had discussions about this locally wth,
you know, departnments in ny district and constantly trying
find better ways to be on the sane page when it cones to
radi o conmuni cations. But to my understanding, technically
it's a very conplicated problem

[BISIEE: W within Secret Service, in your view, is
best positioned to nmake those recomended changes?

I 't would have to fall to somebody who has
the technical expertise in those about radios. And right

now, our radi o conmuni cations are based out of our Chief
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Information Oficer's Ofice.

BRI And who is the Chief Information Officer at
the Secret Service?

N | believe right nowit's XN

EBEEE: You nentioned earlier in your testinony
that you were not aware on July 13th at the tinme, that the

counter sniper teamfor the Secret Service knew of a

suspi ci ous person on the roof. |Is that correct?
S Correct. | learned about that yesterday

when | saw the tinmeline for the first tine.

EERIEy: Should you, as the Security room agent,
have been nmade aware of that?

N 't wouldn't have been a bad piece of
i nformation to have, but it wouldn't have changed anyt hi ng.

: How woul d t hat have i nfornati on have cone

to you?
EE:  They could have called ny cell Phone or
radioed it.

ERE: Wth respect to the proliferation of
firearnms in the U S. and the events the Secret Service has
had to engage in for protectees over the years, since in
recent events, Sandy Hook, since Las Vegas, since the Pul se
Ni ght cl ub, since these shootings with high caliber rifles,
has Secret Service engaged in any additional training for

Its agents on how to deal with the access to and
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availability of guns in the U.S.?

M : I'm not sure what you mean, like, training
on how to detect them in our sites, or?

AP : Training on how sites need to be protected,
how Secret Service needs to set up and engage in
differently than it may have in the past, outdoor open
events.

For as long as I've been with the Secret
Service, we've always been concerned about firearms and
their capability. So as long as I've been in the Secret
Service, those are always things that we've taken into
account.

EEIEEM: In the last 10 years, has the training or
the practices of how you take into account the concerns

you've just mentioned changed at all?

IEEN: Yo. Line of sight concerns are always
something that we've -- you know, are taught when it comes

to building out a site or whatever to be considered.
[RIIrNM: 2nd after any of the events I've mentioned
that involved high caliber rifles, large magazines of
weapons that are capable of shooting multiple rounds
rapidly, in the wake of any of those events, has a Secret
Service engaged internally in any discussions that you're
aware of about the need to change how it protects events?

S None that I'm aware of.
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K Qur goal is to keep these sites safe. So

the fact that there are people who nay have weapons

avail able to themis sonething we al ways consider. And we
do our best to nmake sure that those weapons don't enter our
sites.

Is it harder to keep these sites safe in
the current environnment today and the way in which these
weapons can be used than it was in years past?

K. | nean, the weapons have existed the entire
time |'ve been with the Secret Service. So the threat is
still the sane.

[(BIIEE: |s the existence of a weapon that can shoot
50 rounds and be folded into a backpack |ike the weapon
that was used at Butler, a greater risk than a handgun that
can shoot 10 rounds.

Nl For us, one bullet is enough to be a
probl em

.  And you don't distinguish between the two
types of guns |'ve just nentioned.

Kl Again, any firearmfor us is an issue.

ERIEEA: Cood afternoon, SAIC . Thank you
for being here. M nane is [EXEEN. and |'malso with
Chairman Peter's staff. | have a few questions, follow up

questions fromwhat we discussed earlier. The first |I'd
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like to go back to when ny coll eague asked about the
staffing for the Butler event. |'Il reference Bate stanps
2615 and 2675, and happy to share themif you'd |ike.

But you nentioned two things. One is how you won't
have anyone in the Syracuse office on specific days because
everyone is out on assignnent. And then, you know,

di scussing on Bates 2675 about how all of the assignnents,
and it wasn't until July 12th, the day before the Butler
rally were now filled. Are there and were there at the

time, staff challenges and staffing protective events.

[Winess — HENACER
Rl Can you tal k nore about that?
S | would say that since the NATO Summit, at

any given tine, at |east one, if not two of my subordinate
of fices has essentially been closed. Due to not having any
agents in that district, there have been nmultiple occasions
where either nyself or ny ASAC are the only people left in
the district at all fromthe Secret Service perspective to

cover, you know the majority of the State of New York.

BRI EEl: \VWat inpact does that have?

S !l put it this way. On the Thursday or
Fri day before com ng down here, | actually had to respond

to a call since Buffalo is a border district, CBP had
st opped sonebody with a Secret Service warrant, and | was

the only person available to go and affect that arrest and
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do the initial appearance. | had no other agents that had
torely on the U S. Marshal Service to help ne.

BRI EEel: Wy did you, fromBuffalo, as the SAIC
of Buffalo wth a nunber of duties, have to staff an event
in Pittsburgh? Did the Pittsburgh O fice not have

sufficient staffing to provide a security room agent that

day?
ISl So. everybody -- the situation | just
described is not particular to Buffalo. It's every office

is facing that exact sane staffing challenge currently.
You know, we are running at a pace that in ny 24 years is
unprecedented. And there are oftentines nore assignnents
than there are people.

CERIEEA: Ve understand the staffing has since
pi cked up, and when | say picked up in terns of additional
staffing for fornmer Presidents and candi dates, as well as
the current presidential election environment. But was it
this way prior to that as well?

Il | would say that for the |ast couple of
years, staffing has been growing into a |larger and | arger
problem For exanple, when | first cane into the Buffalo
District, | was essentially fully staffed. |'m probably
about half staffed now.

EESIEERl: \VWat do you attribute that to?

REEl: The greater protective needs attrition and
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difficulty, you know, finding candidates to fill these
spots.

ERYEEEIE: I'd like to also ask about resourcing.
I'm referencing Bates stamp 2609. Happy to share it with
you, but it's an email that you received from, I believe a
colleague in Buffalo. We don't know the name because the
name's redacted. And he or she writes, "Site agent reached
out to see if I could bring our," blank "radio down to use
for the security room." I guess the blank event is using
theirs, and they're currently without one. Again, we did

not release the redactions here. Do you recall this?

EEE: Yeah, I know exactly what that is.
GSCIAVE VAl : Talk about that.
IEEN: sure. That was, again, the other agent in

my office who was going to staff the FLOTUS event. The
site agent from that event reached out to him and asked him
if he could bring the Buffalo Field Office's radio
for them to use at their event so that the Pittsburgh
Office could use their radio for the event.

EEIEIEE: Is that common?

EEEEl: Vhen there's two events happening at the
same time, it's not uncommon for districts to have to share
equipment.

B El: Who is your colleague who staffed the

FLOTUS event?
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Kl His nane was [EYFEM He's an agent in
ny office.

EESSIES: | 'd like to ask a couple questions about
the security room setup, which you' ve spoke to a bit
earlier. So | hope |I'mnot asking the sanme questions. |If
so, | apologize. But you nentioned there were two comrand
posts on that day. When you | earned about that in the
afternoon did you -- or actually let, let ne take a step
back. D'd you know when you | earned about that in the
afternoon that there would not be any | ocal |aw enforcenent

in the security roonf

ISl ll, so yeah, that norning when we had the
briefing, | learned that my police counterpart was going to

be the Pennsylvania State Police and that he woul d have
comruni cation with the |Iocal counterparts if necessary.

CEIEEi: DO d that concern you?

I Acain, at the tinme, it's not conpletely
unusual for that to happen. So, at the tine it was not
concerning to ne.

I EESM: DO d you ask why you would not have any
access to the local tactical channel?

I No. | nean, it wouldn't be common for ne to
have the conmand post agent to have any other radi os other
than the Secret Service radios.

I El: Understood. You al so nentioned that you
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did not know where other security posts were. For exanpl e,
Pennsyl vania State wasn't a Secret Service security post.
Did you receive a copy of the Pennsylvania State Police
operations plan in advance?

EE: So. the police posts that | would' ve had
knowl edge of where they were are the ones that are
I ndi cated on our Secret Service diagrans. There are sone
state and | ocal police posts on those diagrans, but no, |
did not see that Pennsylvania State Police Ops plan until
yesterday at ny House testinony.

CESIE: D d you see the Butler ESU operational
pl an?

Bl 'The first tine | saw that was yesterday as
wel | ?

eI ESl: \Wuld those docunents be hel pful for
you?

B They would be hel pful, but in an emnergency
situation, sifting through themw thout the proper context
of soneone who knows what those docunents are woul d be
chal I engi ng.

FEEIES: Do you have the capability to radio
directly to a single Secret Service agent?

Il Yess Oh, no. So do you nean | could call
out to a single service agent, Secret Service agent, but

it's not like dialing a phone --
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ENCINAVELIVAN : Everybody would hear it.

Il : Everybody would hear it. Correct.
GETAVEivA : Can you send photos via text message on

your Secret Service device, your cell phone?

Il I believe it is possible, but it is often
challenging.

Bl : Why is that?

ITEl: Just the way that our texting is set up on
our phones. I believe it's for preservation purposes.

Texting on our phones is not the easiest thing. It's much
easier to just send an email, which is what I typically do.

SIS : Based on your experience, staffing, both
the security room as well as other post, should the

security room agent be part of an advance as opposed to --

Bl : Not necessarily. I think that would be in
an already resource-constrained environment. I think that

would be difficult. I do think, and it's another
suggestion I at least made in one other interview, for
details that are sending a second supervisor, and that's
someone who comes in the day before and reviews the whole
security plan and the whole security site. That it may be
advantageous to have that second supervisor man the command
post because he's familiar with the detail, how the detail
operates, and what would have had time to do full

walkthroughs of all the sites the day before.
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EEISIES: Going back to July 13th, on the day of,
you went through a nunber of different calls you received
that day, a large nunber of nedical calls comng in, |ost
children, | ost property, children actually in the security
room about a nedia truck, mne sweeping, as well as the
room bei ng used as downtinme. And you're the singular
person from Secret Service to streamine all of this.
That's a ot of information to be able to synthesize,

di gest, and then relay. What recommendati ons about this,
briefly, to my coll eague do you have for better ingesting
and relaying this information?

IEEl: | think definitely it's a two-person job,
particularly when sonething goes awy. But even if nothing
were to have gone wong that day, it would' ve -- you have
one person manning a phone and Jjjj radi o channels. So even
when sonet hi ng goes poorly, you have to put that out on two
channels. One of themhas to conme first, one of them has
to cone second. That takes tine. Right?

So having two people or one person who's dedi cated
just to the comruni cati ons and anot her person that's there
taking in the information, and maybe you coul d keep a | og,

t hen maybe you could, you know. So, | think and not every
single site mght necessarily require that, but there are
certain sites that looking at it at the face of it, you

could i magi ne woul d need two peopl e.
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And I do think that either a local or detailed person
assigned to the command post itself is also helpful. You
know, in a perfect world, I would man a command post with a
LES and the detail's , that
would be the command post. And then the site security
rooms would be, you know, at a major site would manned by
and if I had
all the manpower in the world.

[BIYNESTH: 1'd like to draw your attention into the
local tactical radio on that day. I know you did not have
access to it, but I'd like to read you something that was
announced over that radio at 5:4:54 seconds. And the --
This is from Commander [g§el.

He says, "Just FYI, we had a younger white male, long
hair, lurking around the AGR building. He was viewed with
a rangefinder citing the stage. He was up against the
building, believe he was looking up at us, and he walked
around the side of the building. We lost sight of him.
There is a bike with a large backpack sitting beside it.

It's parked in the rear of the building that was not there

earlier." 1Is this information that would've been helpful
to you?
IEl: so that's a complete picture of the

truncated information I got in the game of telephone that

was that day. Right? So that's the complete information
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as opposed to what we got was that there was a suspi ci ous
person using a rangefinder in that area.
EEE: But had you known the information that |

just read to you, would that have changed your cal cul us?

Sl Probably not dramatically, however, because
we still would' ve dispatched the sane Jjjj teans to go and

| ook and try to find that person.

FRSet:  You nentioned you dispatched the
counters sni per response team and the protective
intelligent agent. Wy didn't you relay this information
to counter snipers on top of the barns?

Il At the tinme, | thought that | had, you
know, made the best decision by dispatching the Jjjjj teans
that were available to go and try to evaluate if the person
was actually a suspicious or what his intentions were.

CEIEE: So the local tactical radio | just read
to you was at 5:42 p.m At 5:52 p.m, one of the counter
sni per team | eads sent out a BOLO email at 5:52 p.m wth
pretty nmuch the sanme information | described. |Is that

sonet hing that shoul d have gone to the security roonf

DSl Sure. It's pretty much the sane
information. W just at -- I'monly finding out that they

knew t hat sane information beginning yesterday. So |
wasn't on that chain that they sent. So sure, it would've

been great to know. But again, at that tinme, the sane
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teams would've been dispatched to go and look for the

individual. That's who we had available to go look for.

EEIEE: 2nd I'd like to go through -- so these
are just a couple examples. 5:42 p.m. which is shortly

before you learned of the information. Again, 5:52 p.m.
with the counter snipers, and then you received calls or
you received kind of the game of telephone from Sergeant
where you first received the information at 5:44.
And there were four calls. 1I'd like to just go through

them to the best of your recollection, if you can recall

exactly what told you. So, he first received a call

from Commander s at 5:44 p.m., and I believe this is

ommande

when he first informed you of the suspicious person in the

AGR building. Do you recall this?
IEN: vYeah. That's the notification we've been
referencing.

BRIl : And that's when you learned about the

suspicious person with the rangefinder, correct?

DITTNEN: cCorrect.

el : And then at 5:48 p.m. [BENERl received a

second call. To the best of your recollection, do you

rememberSENERN relaying additional information to you?

O : 2t 5:48? No.
RSl : And at 6:03 p.m., received

another call. And this indicated that the individual was
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spotted, again, wal king toward the sheets. Do you recall
that information being relayed to you?

ISl | did not receive that particular
i nformati on.

I ESl: \Wuld having updates on a suspicious
i ndi vidual with a rangefinder have been hel pful ?

S So, if | nyself had received that
I nformati on about the sheets, it would ve been relayed to
the teans that were out |ooking for him That's what |
woul d' ve done with it.

R el: And at 6:09 p.m, this is the call that
we di scussed ad nauseam This is when | ear ns t hat
t he sanme suspicious individual with the rangefinder on the
roof. And you nentioned that you did not hear, it's
possi ble, you did not hear this. Correct?

Il Right. Because that is in close
conjunction with the time where I'mgetting our own radio
traffic, about the sanme thing, essentially.

B EEl: And so you never |earned that there was

a suspicious individual on the roof that was arned then?

I No. There was never any nention of anybody
being arned at any tine until | heard, "Shots fired."

ANl And did you learn at all that [ocal |aw

enforcenent fired shots?

M | believe there was -- after the incident
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in the coomand post, | believe there was sone di scussion
anongst the |l ocal |aw enforcenent and the Pennsyl vani a
State Police that | was not necessarily part of that
conversation, but | overheard that one of themsaid that he
had fired his weapon, but | don't know who or from what
agency he was from

ERIIESt: And just going back to the setup on that
day, Special Agent was the advance |lead for CUAS, is
It common for CUAS to set up in the security roonf

EEE: No. And he initially did not try to set up
in the security room He was initially trying to set up, |
bel i eve, closer to the stage, but he was having a technical
difficulty and he was trying to find a solution to get his
equi pnent working. And he settled on the security room as
an alternate | ocation.

EEESIE: And you' ve secured a number of
protective events before. Conpared to those events, was

t he advance for this event, in your view, well organized?

I So, | wasn't present for any of the
advance, so |I'm not sure how t he advance went. | wasn't a
part of it.

PR El: But in terns of the information you
received as a security agent, working as a security agent
for many events prior did the information you received, was

it simlar to other events? Was it relayed in, you know, a
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di fferent manner?

Nl No.  So, the paperwork we received the
ni ght before and the briefing we had that norning were all
very typical and standard for other briefings and paperwork
| had gotten many ti nes.

EREl: And you' ve touched on a couple different
t hi ngs that need to change noving forward. Are there other
speci fic protocols or gaps that you think we should be
aware of in ternms of inproving security for future
protective events that we have not al ready di scussed?

M | nean, |'ve been focusing on, you know,
t he communi cations, and ny role that day, and the things
that related to that that could be bettered. 1'd have to

t hi nk about that question and cone back with a better

answer than -- | don't have anything specific to add.
[HSGAC Minority B HSGAC Minority ——— MESRIE

recommendati ons that you had tal ked about and the

suggesti ons, who have you rel ayed those to?

Il Sone of them have conme up in different --
these interview sessions. | believe the independent review
panel they cane up in. | believe there was a bri ef

di scussion of themin ny Mssion Assurance interview  So,

in those forns.

HSGAC Minorit . |Is there a standard channel w thin

which to provide that kind of feedback?
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IEE: I wouldn't say that there's a standard
channel, no.

EEIEIl: ©sSo, if you hadn't had these
interviews, what would be the means to take thoughts to? I
mean, would you just run them up the chain, so to speak, go
to your supervisor and express your thoughts. That would
be for yourself?

EEl: fFor me it would be LES , but if it was
someone in my office, they would bring it to me.

EIEIIStl: So, I'm just going to jump around a
little bit. Is SAIC el still on situational telework?

DEEEE: I'm not at —— I don't know the personnel
decisions of the agency.

ENCNAVGiVAl : You guys are personal friends though.

Is that right?

EEE: 1 've known for 24 years, yes.
ERIINAVINIVE : Okay.

IEES: I know the answer personally, but I'm not

going to answer for professionally.
CEIiYll: Okay. Personally, do you know if he's

still in situational?

IEE: I'm not going to answer personally.

NNV : Why?

NEEl: Because it's a personnel matter that I'm

not authorized to speak about.
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BRI Have you been instructed that you're not
aut hori zed to speak about personnel matters in this
setting?

DSl Not in the setting, but generally we don't
speak about personnel matters.

Rl | nmean, | don't hear Counsel objecting.
BRI | f SAIC IR is not confortable

answering, he is not confortable answering the question.

Rl Okay. | nean, so you're refusing to
provide this infornmation to the committee for -- | nean,

it's not classified information. SAIC |3 gave us that
information. | nean, he told us that hinself when we
i nterviewed him so.
S | just don't want to speak for him
eIl Are you aware of whether he is on?
Il | am aware.
BRIl Ckay. But again, for the record, you're
refusing to answer?

IS |'mnot refusing to answer. It's a
personnel matter that | amnot authorized to speak about.
ERSIel: Ckay. Wo woul d have to give that

aut hori zation for you to speak about it?
Il Leogal. Secret Service Legal.
RSl Vel |, you have SAIC testinony.

H s testinony is his testinony.

134

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.33

57



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

135

EEeITEM: Roght. And that was al so over a nonth
ago. So, |I'masking for an update again. | guess, can you
take that back to answer that? Again, this is a topic that
we' ve di scussed and we've di scussed ot her people's status.
So, | guess --

IR Sure. 1'll take that back and discuss
with ny coll eagues at Departnent of Honel and Security.

el Ckay. I'mgoing to introduce exhibit --
what exhibit are we on, 8? It's an email fromyou dated
July 13th, 9:59 p.m Do you recognize this email ?

[ Exhibit No. 8 was

mar ked for identification.]

Witness  HESRNSI)
RS Il: Right. The who it is sent tois

redacted. Who did this go to?
Nl So this went to the UD Sergeant, who was

one of the UD officials running the magnetoneter detail.
EESIE: \Wat's that person's nane?

| don't recall his nane.
IS And then it says, "Please call ne ASAP."

What was this related to?

Il So. this was again, concerning the having
peopl e remain and not take their flights the next norning.
So, | wanted to nake sure that | was able to convey that

I nformation to his teamthrough him and | was asking him
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to reach out so | could explain the situation to him
EEII: And you don't recall -- how did you get
t hat person's nane?
Il !t's in the paperwork. | just don't
remenber his nane three nonths |ater, the UD Sergeant.
eIl COkay. Do you know where he was based?
S He's based here in DC. He's a Uniforned

Division officer. Al our Unifornmed D vision officers are

based in DC.
PRIl You' d never net him before?
Bl | believe that was the first time |'d ever

worked with him

CE: Ckay. And that was your only

conversation with hinf

S No. | talked to himon the -- | eventually
got himon the phone, and then | eventually -- that when he
brought the officers back, | talked to him | talked to

hi m t he next day on Sunday as well.

R l: And what did you talk to himabout on
Sunday?

ISl Again, it was just about organizing his
personnel, making sure that they didn't | eave, and nmaking
sure that they were lined up for the FBI interviews that
had been request ed.

TNl And so, were you responsible for
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coordi nating that?

Bl | wasn't necessarily responsible, but | did
iIt. There was no one else to do it, so | just took that

on.
EEIE: And who directed you to coordinate, |
guess, to make sure people were around for the interviews?
Il That cane fromone of nmany conversations
that 1've had with her headquarters personnel the night
after everything had happened.
EESIE: Do you recall who from headquarters?
M | believe at the tine | had -- nost of the
conversations | was having wth headquarters personnel were
that at that tinme going through the then SAIC of
Phi | adel phia who was on his way to becone a DAD in the
O fice of Investigations, EXGYIIEIEGE
ERIeIISt: And then were you in contact with the
DCC at any point, the director's crisis?
M | never called into the DCC. No.
EeISnl: Veére you aware that the FBI had arrested
Asif Raza Merchant the day before for plotting to

assassi nate US governnent officials or politicians?

EEEE: | was not aware.
TRVl s this the first tinme that you're

becom ng aware of that?

Il Yeah. O that nane, and |'msure |'ve seen
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news stories about the FBI arresting people, but that name
did not ring a bell to me.

BRIl : He was a Pakistani national with ties to
Iran that was meeting with FBI undercover agents in New
York, and they had been monitoring him for months. He, in
his proffer, discussed assassinating by sniper outside at a
rally, potentially Trump, Nikki Haley, Biden. You've never
heard of that?

EE: No. Now that you're saying all those
details, I have read news articles, and I believe there --
we may have even had a bulletin post the 13th that came out
regarding that individual, but the name was not ringing a

bell. But those particulars, yes.

EIINAVIiVAl : The 13th, as in July 13th?
IEEN: Correct.
GV VAl : Okay. And that information was not

included in any kind of threat briefing or materials for

the rally. 1Is that correct?

OOTWN: Correct.

RISl : So what was that bulletin?
IM: I think it pretty much just said what you

said. I think it was like a recap of the news, like
different news stories. It was an unclassified document,

S50.

EROXAVvAl : ©On July 13th?
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ITEY: Yo, no, no, no. It came out well after.

ROl : Okay. Right, because that,

PR : Just to clarify, you're saying there was
some information that came out post, after July 13th?

I: Yes, ves, yes. Well, after. I have no

idea what date, but it was not anywhere around that day.
MRS: I mean, you're the SAIC of the Buffalo
Office which is in New York. You discussed how most field
offices running low, everyone is kind of pitching in, had
to serve search warrants. You were not aware that in New
York, the FBI was monitoring someone who was trying to hire
people to assassinate two protectees. I don't recall if
Nikki Haley was at that time a protectee or not, but Biden
was and Trump was. So, you had no information about that

prior to the arrest?

Il : Prior to the arrest? No.

BRIl : Prior to it becoming public?
IEEN: Prior to it becoming public? No.
RIS : Is that surprising? I don't know if

that's typical, but.

IEE: I don't know if anybody else in the Secret
Service knew about it, but it's not surprising that every
arrest that the FBI makes isn't pushed out to every office.

I :  Does FBI share that? I mean, someone

who's trying to hire people to assassinate protectees,
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that's not sonmething that's shared with the Secret Service?

Rl Acain, | can't cooment if it was or wasn't
shared. I'mtelling you when | renenber hearing or
| earni ng about it, and that woul d've been through the news
stories and/or this bulletin that eventually was sent out
to everybody. But | don't know what the date was, but it
was definitely post-July 13th.

EEICIII: Because, again, incident that we
di scussed earlier, that was your field office was involved
in investigating | ess than 20 days before the Butl er event.
That was an arrest of an individual for making threats
agai nst President Biden, conplaint that they posted. It
was a response to Biden's post on X saying he was going to
put a bullet in your head.

N VYes. It was a Pl case we had in ny
district.

CEIE: Ckay. You nentioned earlier that radio
transm ssions in the security roomwere not recorded. |Is
that correct?

M Not to ny know edge, yeah, they were not.

ERIell: \Vere there any other recordings of the
security roon? Are there any caneras in security roons or
anything like that?

Sl None that |'maware of.

EEIIE: So just going back to a discussion with
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a little bit earlier, but knowing what you know now,
if you were working an event today, would you relay on the
radio information about suspicious individual with a
rangefinder?

DEES: VWith the benefit of hindsight, there's

probably things that I would do differently. Sure.

EIENIM: Is that one of the things?
IEEY: The only thing that I would've done

differently is I would've probably looped in the site
agent. That's it.

ENIYAVELIVA : You wouldn't have relayed that over the

radio even today, knowing everything that we know now?

OETSWNN: I can't say.
PSI Minority : This is ESENIIY with Senator

Johnson's office. When were you interviewed by the FBI in
Pennsylvania State Police?

Il : So, my first interview with the FBI was the
day after. So, Sunday, and then the FBI/Pennsylvania State
Police Interview I believe was the Tuesday or Wednesday
after. Pretty shortly thereafter. I'd have to go back and
look at my calendar, but a few days after.

ESIIY: 2nd that one with Pennsylvania State

Police and FBI, was that recorded?

IEENl:  believe it may have been, yes.
PSI Minority : Going back to after shots are fired at
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6:11 p.m, on July 13th, do you know who di scovered Crook's

vehi cl e, know what entity or what individual?

I | do not.
EISEl: Lo you know what | aw enforcenent entity

responded when devices were found in Crook's vehicle on the

ni ght of July 13th?

Il | know that there were local and state
assets that were all responding. And again, | believe that

the TSD | ead woul d know t hat answer definitively.

EImeal: So. you do not know if ATF responded that
ni ght ?
Il No. ATF definitely cane. There was ATF

that responded to the command post after the shooting,
absol utely.

Bl  And what information did ATF provide to
t he conmand post ?

I They were working with the FBI and the
Pennsyl vania State Police, and | believe that they were
working on trying to figure out the serial nunber fromthe
weapon or sonething like that, is what | recall their
i nvol venent bei ng.

Bl DO d the ATF discuss anything nore on the
ni ght of July 13th in the command post?

S Fromwhat | renenber, they were nostly

working on trying to identify the suspect, what his
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identity was before it was known.

EIEE: ATF was trying to identify the suspect,

not the suspect's weapon, or both?

Il  Well, both.
IS At that tine, were they working to

identify the devices that were found in the trunk of
Crook' s vehicle.
B Again, | really have no know edge about

what was going on with the vehicle.

A Ckay. Thank you.
PSI Minority N Witness  MESITESENECE PS| Minority :

agai n, Ranki ng Menber John. Just followups just trying to
get an understanding of what's in the security room at

Butler. Are there televisions in --

I There was not.
I Vould it be typical that there would be

televisions in the security roonf

M 't really depends. You know, whenever we
go to a site, we kind of have to find a roomthat's
avail able, but it's not sonmething that we bring or provide
our sel ves.

EIEE: Vould Secret Service set up their own

security caneras for events?

winess Bl IES @@ |
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PSI Minority : So at this event, as far as you

understand July 13th Butler event there were no Secret

Service security caneras set up?

N None that |'maware of.
EIIE: Co the Secret Service drones depl oyed,

do they have canera capabilities?

EEEl: | don't know all of our drones and all of
our drone capability, but | do believe that nost of our
drones woul d have canera capability. Yes.

ENE: And woul d those drones be rel aying
video in real tinme to wherever the CUAS | ocation is

est abl i shed?

Witness LES

PSI Minority : Are you aware of any footage from

Secret Service drones being relayed to the security room or
any other location on the July 13th event?

S | don't Dbelieve we had a drone operating
t hat day.
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Il And if local |aw enforcenment had drones
with the sane type of capability, would that be relayed to
the security roonf

Bl 'f they were being utilized, but |I'm not
aware of any drones that were being utilized by anybody.

GEEetl: !| have just two nore. \Wo becane the

I nci dent commmander after shots were fired?

el After shots were fired?
B l: O . yeah, who took the --
IS | don't think there was any official

desi gnation of an incident conmander fromthe Secret
Service side. W hold an interimfederal presence to
preserve the crinme scene until the FBI is on scene and
capable of maintaining the crinme scene. And so that
turnover to the FBlI happened at 10: 30, and the FBI upon
their arrival were constantly conmunicating with the
Pennsyl vania State Police about who was going to do what
parts of the investigation.

EEISII: \Wo, | guess, held the scene on for
Secret Service prior to the handover?

Il Ve did. | held the security roomand all
of the post standers held their posts. So, the post
standers were on posts fromabout 11:00 a.m to 11:00 p. m
t hat day.

el Okay. And so, there was no one in
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charge for Secret Service?

Il | nean, |I'min the coomand post, so people
are com ng and asking ne questions. |, again, was the

hi ghest-ranki ng person on scene that day. But | was in

constant contact with SAIC |l since it was his district.

urgh

ENIIVATYA: Ckay. Did you interview any

eyew t nesses?

| did not interview anybody.
o D d you discuss any eyew tness accounts

wi th anyone and people were conmng to you asking questions?

S No. Again, there was so nmuch going on and
so many phone calls. Al | was doing was focusing on

managi ng, keeping everybody on post, trying to secure that
crinme scene and dealing with the inquiries and the
I nformati on on scene. So, | didn't do anything that woul d,
was part of an investigation, at that point. [|'mjust
trying to manage the scene.

EEIIYIY: By nanagi ng the scene, were you still
| ocated in the security room or?

Il Yes. | was in that security room | left
once or twice to go out and talk, for exanple, to the
Uni formed Division personnel as a group. And one ot her
time to talk to the post standers as a group once they were
taken of f post to explain to them what the next day was

going to look |like, that they weren't going to be able to

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DE 69

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.33



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

147

take their flights in the norning and that sort of thing.

BRI l: Okay. But you did not discuss any

eyew t ness accounts or anything like that?

Pl No. The only person | talked to is the CS
response person because he had a small injury to his hand,

and we tal ked about that.

Rl And did you pass over your

communi cations responsibilities to Special Agent

because you needed to be --

IS At sone point he was still in there. Yes.
So at sone point while everyone was still up on post, |

didn't want to abandon the radi os conpletely to talk, be
having all those phone calls. So I did have himlisten to
the radio in case the post would call out while I was on

t he phone and not able to respond.

EEIEil: Do you recall around what tine that

happened?
S | do not. | nean, there was probably
multiple times frompost shooting till we -- | believe the

post standers and everybody el se got out of there around
11: 00 or so, 11:30. So, there were probably several
I nstances in that tineframe where he woul d' ve been
listening for the radios while | was on the phone.

EE Al You said the CS response person had an

injury. How did that happen?
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I | frankly don't know. It was sonething he
said about a fence that he was trying to negotiate, and it
was a very mnor injury. The Pennsylvania State Police

counterpart that he with was with had a larger injury to

hi s hand.
EEEI TSl So it wasn't a gunshot injury?
Ml Oh, no, no. It was -- the Secret Service

post stander's was |ike a scratch.

CESIIAl: So this was not the individual that
caught shrapnel, the Secret Service person who --

N Oh, | don't knowif that's what the final
cause of what it was, that | don't know.

[ HSGAC Majority Thank you again for your time today. |
think just to wap up. Qur four offices have been
conducting an investigation since inmediately after the
incident. W recently released a report, an interimreport
on this, and really with the goal toward identifying and
assessing potential reform But in order to do so, we
first need to ook at the failures that occurred during
that day. And |ooking back on the 13th, the forner
Presi dent was shot. Qhers were injured and lost a life.
Former Director Cheatle and Acting Director Rowe both
testified that there were failures by the Secret Service.
So, our question for you is do you agree that there were

failures, and if so, what were those failures that day?
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Il Soinny linmted role that day, what |
woul d say is that everybody did the best that they coul d.
And obviously, it was the worst day for anybody who was
wor ki ng that day that we could imgine. As the Secret
Service, it's our worst nightmare. And, you know, | tried
to execute nmy duties to the best that | could. | don't
have enough of the full information about everything that
went into the planning of where sonme of the breakdowns may
have been. (Cbviously, sone of the things that we've tal ked
about today with inproving our ability to communicate in a
better real tine with our state and | ocal partners is
obvi ously sonething that could be inproved.

| HSGAC Majority J And specifically, to followup on what
you nentioned related to the security room and
comruni cation, is there anything else you'd like to raise?
| think one thing we haven't tal ked about are
i nteroperability of communi cations and how to assess and
di vide who is responsible for which communications since
there's so many and of great scope.

M | think you just hit on an inportant point
there. There are so many, and that is the greatest problem
| see with interoperability. |If there was a nmagic radio
channel that we could give to everybody, and that was the
only channel we used for our events, and every single | aw

enforcenent agency in the country had it and they could
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only access it when they were doing our events and we coul d
use it, that would be wonderful. But |I'mnot sure that
that's technically possible.

EEeIES: And | ooking forward, do you have any
| essons | earned fromthat day, either for yourself, your
team or Secret Service in general ?

Nl Yes. For nyself and ny teamthere are a
coupl e things that we've already started doing differently
in ny district. Now, when we have a protective visit, we
provide witten post instructions to whatever police posts
we're going to have. |If we are doing a visit, again, |'lI
go back to the recent DHS Secretary visit, we had that
happened post this event where we did have support fromthe
New York State Police attack teamthat we requested and
they granted. And we don't have the ability to enbed
sonebody with them but we nodified one of our radios and
gave it to themso that they woul d have that direct
communi cation on our radio so that we could have real tine
comruni cati on should we need it. So those are two things
that |I'm doing now that | wasn't doing before.

| HSGAC Majority 8 Thank you. So, | think with that,

t hank you very nmuch for your testinony here today. W wll
followup if there is any additional pieces where we have
guestions, but really appreciate tine. And | think with

that, we will go off the record.
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Winoss |

[ Wher eas,

TP One

Thank you.
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at 2:01 p.m, the interview was concl uded. ]

Scheduling@TP.One
www.TP.One

800.FOR.DE
(800.367.33

74





