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PROCEEDI NGS

PRISy: Good afternoon. This is the transcribed
interview of NN bci ng conducted by the
Senate Commttee on Honel and Security and Gover nnent al
Affairs and the Senate Permanent Subconm ttee on
| nvesti gati ons.

This interview was requested by Conmttee Chairman
Gary Peters and Ranki ng Menber Rand Paul, as well as
Subcomm ttee Chair Richard Bl unenthal and Ranki ng Menber
Ron Johnson, as part of the Coormittee's investigation of
the July 13, 2024, assassination attenpt on President
Trunp, and the U S. Secret Service planning and security in
advance of and during the Butler, Pennsylvania, July 13,
2024, rally.

On July 25, 2024, Chairnmen Peters and Bl unenthal, and
Ranki ng Menbers Paul and Johnson requested voluntary
transcribed interviews with U S. Secret Service personnel,
and again, on Septenber 11, 2024, renewed those requests,

i ncluding for Secret Service Agent

W will introduce ourselves for the record so you can
understand the offices who will be asking questions today,
and then we'll ask for introductions for counsel, as well.
And with that, | wll pause and actually ask if you would

start and introduce yourself with your nanme and your

current title.
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iness ——— BENVERERCRIE viness M

B | ma Senior Special Agent with the United
States Secret Service in the IS O fice.
BEs™: And 1'I1l ask if your counsels will now

I ntroduce t hensel ves.

Witness Counsel § Yes. ey , and | represent

Speci al Agent NN
(RIIPE: This interviewis being conducted, as |

menti oned, by four offices, and we'll introduce ourselves

so you can understand the staff reach of the offices who

wi || be asking questions.
M nane is [N | mthe Chief Counsel and
| nvestigative Counsel for Chairman Peters. |'mjoined by
my col |l eague, GENIEETEEEEE Scnior Investigative
Counsel , and GEEEIEETA Scnior Investigator.
And I'I'l turn it over to Senator Blunenthal's staff.
EIEEE: I Counsel for Majority

Staff, Senate Permanent Subconm ttee on | nvestigations.

HSGAC Minority Sl HSGAC Minority wth the Ofice of

Senat or Rand Paul . will be in shortly.
EIEMl: Cood afternoon, ENIETEEEEE W nane
B PS| Minority . I"'mStaff Director for Ranking Menber
Johnson. | have here, who is our Deputy
Staff Director, and virtually we have from
our officer, who is our Chief Counsel. Thank you for being
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her e.

EEEE™: And apologies. W are also joined by
for Chairman Peters' office, who is the
Deputy Chief Counsel for the majority.

The reporter is going to create a verbatimrecord of
what we di scuss here today, and with that in mnd, as I'm
sure you are famliar, please respond to the questions we
ask verbally because the reporter will not be able to
properly record a nonverbal response. Do you understand?

[winess —— HESIGES

MeIPEM: The interview is being conducted in an
uncl assified setting, and so if the questions call for any
I nformation that you know to inplicate classified
I nformation, please state that for the record, as well as
t he reason you understand the question to inplicate
classified -- a response that will require providing
classified information. Once you have clarified, to the
extent possible, please respond with as nuch uncl assified
i nformation as you are able to do so, to respond to the
guestion, and if need be, we are able to adjourn and can
address any information in a classified setting should that

need arise. Do you understand?

winess [N
oM It's the Conmittee's practice to honor

valid common | aw privilege and clains as an accommodati on
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to a witness when those clainms are nade in good faith and
acconpani ed by a sufficient explanation, so that the
Comm ttees can evaluate the claim Wen deci di ng whet her
to honor these privileges, the Committee will weigh its
need for the informati on against any legitinmate basis for
wi thholding it. The interview today is occurring wthout
prejudice to any future discussions the Commttee may
request, and we reserve the right to do so in the future
shoul d we need to.

If you need to take a break during today's interview,
we will be happy to accommbdate you, but our plan is to
general ly ask questions for an hour, break on the hour, and
provi de an opportunity for a break. Should you need any in
advance pl ease just let us know.

If you have any questions about what we are asking, or
I f the question we have asked is confusing, please just ask
us to clarify and we'll be happy to do so.

You are required to answer questions before Congress
truthfully. Do you understand?

[winess — HESIINCIS

I This also applies to questions posed by
congressional staff in an interview, and specifically 18
USC Section 1001 nmakes it a crinme to make any materially
false, fictitious, or fraudulent statenments or

representations in the course of a congressional
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i nvestigation, and this statute applies to your statenents
in today's interview. Do you understand?

(Winess —— JEINCLS

(RICITE: |s there any reason that you would be
unable to provide us today with truthful answers to our
guesti ons?

Winoss —— HEN)

M. W would also ask that you not speak about
what we discuss in this interview with anyone outside of
the room in order to preserve the integrity of our
I nvestigation. And we also ask that you not renove or neke
any copi es or photographs of the exhibits.

Do you have any questions?

DTN "one at this tine.
PESCYN  SISYITEEE. Deputy Chief Counsel

Secret Service. W just want to go on record that the
Secret Service and DHS nmade available to the Commttee,
consistent with the Chairman, information and records that
woul d not ordinarily be released publicly. This
I nformati on and records fall under the Privacy Act,
per sonnel and ot her personal privacy information, for
official use only, and | aw enforcenent sensitive records,
and rel ated statutes.

Wil e the Secret Service and the Departnent have made

this informati on and records available to the Commttee, we
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continue to assert that such information and any

di scussion is not intended for public disclosure.
Additionally, we are not waiving any protections under
these statutes. And just for purposes of the constructive
di al ogue, we are making this assertion at the outset of
this interview

And finally, the transcript and any other attachnents
are protected, we feel, fromdissemnation to the sane
extent as the docunents. And also the Secret Service and
t he Departnment were assured that there would be no video
recordi ngs or audi o recordings of today's interview, of
course with the exception for purposes for the court
reporter.

We appreciate it. Thank you,

M.  And per our prior interviews | wll
reiterate the Commttee is bound by Senate and Comm ttee
rules, and we will be bound by those rules here. W
intend, as we did with our interimreport, to have a public
report at some point in the future, and we will rely on
nonpublic information we learn, including in today's
interview, as part of any future report.

And as is the Cormittee's practice, and as was the
practice in the first interimreview, in advance of making
any nonpublic information public it is our practice and our

I ntent here to provide any individuals who provided that

10
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i nformation with the opportunity to review such
i nformation for factual accuracy in advance of any effort
to make that information public.

Wth respect to any recordings, it is our
understanding there will only be a recordi ng nade of the
i nterview today for the purposes of transcribing the
interviewitself, and I just the other offices, and it is
their understanding, seeing their affirmation, all of the
of fices have agreed. And with that, if there are no other

guestions, we wll begin.

I A e W appreciate it.
R A VW wiill begin the first hour

[inaudible]. [I'mwth Chair Peters' office. As [l
mentioned, we will begin the first hour by us asking
questions, and then I'Il turn it over to ny colleague, |}

[sicl.

I'"d like to start by asking a few background
questions. How | ong have you been with the Secret Service,
and in what positions?

Y.  wenty-one years, as a special agent.

B EEMl: Can you describe what roles you
fulfilled during those 21 years, whether it be advance
roles, other types of protection details?

I | was hired in 2003, the Fresno

Resident Ofice, as a crimnal investigator Special Agent.
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| was in the Fresno office for approximately 10 years,
doing crimnal investigations and protection work. | was
then transferred to the Carter Protective Division, where |
wor ked as a shift agent, shift |eader, and when | left the
Carter Division in 2019, | was an acting Assistant Speci al
Agent in Charge. Primarily | was Ms. Carter's detail
| eader .

| then transferred to the Phoenix Field Ofice in
2019, and | becane a Senior Special Agent. Then | resuned
crimnal investigations. |In 2020, | took over the
protective intelligence investigations for the Phoenix
Field Ofice, as what we would call a backup, which is a
non- supervi sory GS-13 position.

In 2022, | was assigned to the Joint Terrorism Task
Force at the FBI in the Donestic Terrorism Squad. | left

the Phoenix Field Ofice in August of 2024, and transferred

office, where |I'mcurrently stationed.
RICIEI: Wy were you assigned to a rally in

Pennsyl vani a when you' re based out of Phoenix, or when you
wer e based out of Phoenix at the tine?

U So for the 2024 canpai gn,
approxi mately a year in advance all field agents are given
a solicitation to list a nunber of preferences for canpaign
assignnents. M nunber one preference was as a junp team

| eader. A junp team |l eader for the canpaign is a post-
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stander who is assigned a team of post-standers. In this
instance, HSI special agents were used to supplement Secret
Service for post-standing assignments. So my role for the
campaign would be for a three-week rotation. Myself and a
team of other agents would travel from site to site and
stand post for whatever event we were assigned to. And
that was how I became assigned to the rally in Butler on
the 13th.

GSCNAEIAN : And you mentioned you transferred to the

office in August 2024. Why did you
after Phoenix?

I : Y husband was hired to coach at
M= sc I volunteered for a transfer.

EEEE: What was your assignment for the July
13th Butler rally, and when did you learn of that

assignment?

IS :  On approximately July 10th I received

an email notification that I had been activated in my role
as a jump team leader. I believe ta that time I was told -
- and I would have to go back and look at the records to be
certain —-- I believe at that time I was told I would be
traveling to Pittsburgh for President Trump's rally. I
also received logistics for travel, a list of names of HSI
agents that would be assigned to me for that particular

assignment. And then I traveled on the 12th, I believe, to
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Butler, where | net ny team

EEEEIEE: Cur understanding is that in addition to
serving as junp team | eader you also served as the site
protective intelligence agent for the July 13th rally. Is
that correct?

winess TGS

GEESIERYl: First, 1'd like to understand the roles
and responsibilities of the respective positions. Wat
were your roles and responsibilities as a protective
intelligence agent?

ESEE: So as site protective intelligence
agent is one of the standard posts that are assigned at a
protected venue. There are a certain nunber of posts that
are common anong all sites. This is one of them A site
protective intelligence agent would be a roving post, not a
fi xed post, and they would be responsi ble for responding to
any unusual or threatening individuals that woul d be
encountered in the site. For exanple, if sonmeone were to
approach the mai n magnet oneter screening area and nake an
unusual or a threatening statenent, in theory that person
woul d be detained and a site PI teamwould be called to do
an interview.

e And was there only one site protective

intelligence agent for the Butler rally?

DI There vas.
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EEIEEMA: And our understanding is that there

were three junp teans for the Butler rally. 1Is that
correct?

winess —— HESCES

CEIEESE: Actually, let me first introduce as an
exhibit, this is the Manpower Request. [I'll mark it as
Exhi bit 1.

[Exhibit No. 1 was

mar ked for identification.]

RIESt: And if you turn to page 2, the top page

of the Manpower Request -- are you famliar with this
docunent ?

S ot this docunent, no.

GEESIEE: Oh. Take a nonent and reviewit. |I'm

just going to ask, on the second page, about the post-
standers in the top section. |Is this a docunent you're
famliar with? Not this specific one but Manpower
Request s.

I | » general, yes.

GEESIEE: And at the top of page 2, under the
section that says Post-Standers, it lists total USSS, E=
ot her federal agencies, so total post-standers ' m
wondering if you can hel p us understand the distribution
here. So our understanding is there were three post-

standers, or excuse ne, three junp teans, each wth one
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post - stander from Secret Service, so that's three, and
then five HSI agents on two of the junp teans, and six HSI
agents on one of the other junp teans. Were are the other
three Secret Service positions?

BN 'he other three post-standers were
fromthe Secret Service post-standi ng pool of investigative
field agents. So for exanple, had this been a presidenti al
rally or a non-canpai gn event, post-standers would cone
fromall over the United States, from Secret Service
offices, fromtheir INV roles as crimnal investigators.

So three of these post-standers were fromthe field, and
al so were Secret Service agents.

I EE: And are junp team | eaders and junp team

agents al ways post-standers?

Winess ——— HENRCES

EEISIEETl: \Wo determned how nmany junp teans were
needed for the July 13th rally?

I | don't know. The junp teans woul d be
-- the post-standers would be requested. A nunmber woul d be
submtted, this is how many we're requesting. And then
sonmeone el se woul d nake a determ nati on on where those
bodi es would conme from if they would be junp teanms or if
there were bodies within district, where it says out of
district, non-district, or in-district. |If there were

peopl e avail able fromthe Pittsburgh area, they would be

16
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selected first to stand post, due to proximty. So it
really could conme from whoever was avail abl e.

GEIIEH: And aside fromyour particular role as
junp team | eader for Junp Team 3 as well as the site
protective intelligence agent, which was a roving position,
were all of the other junp team positions post-standers or

were they roving?

I They were all post-standers.
ENOXIVENYA: | ' m showi ng you what |'Il mark as

Exhibit 2, which is the Secret Service Site Map Di agram
[ Exhibit No. 2 was
mar ked for identification.]
EOEIE: !s this the docunent you saw in advance
of the July 13th rally?
. Yes. This would've been included in
the site post briefing.

ERICIESI: Does this docunent indicate where the
post - standers, where the junp teans were positions?

I No. It doesn't have post-stander
positions. The positions for PD, that's |ocal |aw
enforcenent. It doesn't have the individual Secret Service
and HSI post-standers.

CEEIEEI: Do you know where those three junp teans

were stationed throughout, for the rally?

DITSEN: o a degree.
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T Are you able to just mark to give us -

BN There were sone that | was not
famliar with, the exterior vehicle checkpoints. | never
encountered those agents, or | didn't post themup. | can

tell you approxi mately where people were that |
encountered, but | --

CEESIEE: Sure. |f you could just walk us through
approxi mat el y.

M. So there woul d've been one agent at
the arrival/departure area --

[H5GAC Majority JERENEVA

I wWich is another standard post at

every site. That woul d' ve been in the area of where the
not orcade had staged. There woul d' ve been an agent at the
Hol d Room which is another standard post. That woul d've

probably been at this other orange X, just beyond the

nmot orcade. There were agents, what we call "dais
agents." They woul d have been staged right and left. The

dais is another general post that you would see at any
venue.

There were, | believe, M= agents at the press riser,
which was in the cromd area. There was an agent in a
vehi cl e post, by a pedestrian gate.

ERIICEEA: And so for each junp team these agents
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are | ocated throughout, not all in a singular area.

winess [N
Ol O in a concentrated area.

N Al three junp teans were at this

venue W th the exception of one junp team | eader who was at
the airport. Everybody else was here at this site.

ol And were any junp teans | ocated or

positi oned near the AGR buil ding?

I ot that |I'maware of, no.
NI . |s it commpn to serve as both the

protective intelligence agent and a junp team | eader?

I For the canpaign -- the Protective
Intelligence site Pl assignnment is a post-standing
assignnent, so it would be a post-stander, and it's comon
at every site. For the canpaign, those assignnents
Protective Intelligence site Pl, is typically given to a
Secret Service agent rather than an HSI agent, because of
the nature of our threat investigations. That's not an
i nvestigation that they conduct. They wouldn't have the
experience for conducting those interviews, so that
typically goes to a Secret Service agent, which is a junp
t eam | eader.

ERIEIEEMl: Wat I'mtrying to get at is, is it a
resource i ssue why you fulfilled both roles, or is it a

comon practice?
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M oo | would be standing post
regardl ess, and being a junp teamleader. So |I could've
been in the Security Room | could've been at a fixed
post. | could' ve been the CS Response. For this
particul ar event | happened to be site PI. But it was

comon for the junp team | eader to do any manner of those
post s.

CEEIEE: And did your responsibilities as a site
Pl, were they at all hindered by also serving as a junp
team | ead?

I | wouldn't say hindered, no. But |
was operating in both capacities at the sane tine.

ERSICE: And | think you answered this but just
to make sure, were there any other site Pls there that day?

I oo Not that |'maware of.

ERSIESt: And so, you know, for the 15, 000-pl us
peopl e that were there, and the vast area that needed to be

covered, you were the only one tasked with responding to a

report of a suspicious individual. |Is that correct?
I MWself and then there was a CS

Response Agent, a Counter Sni per Response Agent. He woul d

el \Wat's the difference?
I  Yeah, he would have a simlar role.

However, he woul d be addressing individuals specifically
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call ed out by the Counter Sniper Team whereas | woul d
respond to anything reported suspicious, be it by local |aw
enforcenent, post-stander, attendee, Security Room
uni formed division officer. The counter sniper response
agent would be primarily coordinating wth the Counter
Sni per Teamto respond to things that they saw

EEEIES: O d you have any involvenent in the
pl anning for the rally?

winess [N

EEESIEE: \Wat docunents did you review in advance
of and in preparation for the rally?

BN 'he docunents that | received via
email fromthe advance team | ogistics and site post
I nstructions, site post |log, and then there woul d' ve been
t he di agram

ERIEESS: DO d you review the post-stander map from

t he Pennsyl vania State Police Departnent?

IEEEEE oo | didn't receive that.
CEIIEEI: Did you review any of the |ocal

operational plans from Butl er ESU?

I oo | didn't receive any of those.
EESIE: DO d you go to the Butler Farm Show

grounds prior to July 13th?

DESSNN: ' did not.
HIIEE: Wio was in charge of advance pl anni ng
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for the Butler rally?

I 'he site agent fromthe Trunp detail.
EEIETl: And | apologize if | asked this and |

forgot your answer, but who was responsible for determ ning
where the Secret Service post-standers would be positioned?
Is that the site agent?

N 'hat would' ve been the site agent,
yes.

ERIICEA: How does the security perineter
general ly affect your responsibilities and duties as a site
protective intelligence agent?

I So ny primarily responsibility and
duties would be within the site itself. That's not to say
that | could not respond to sonething outside the site. |
have done that in the past, and that does happen. However,
it is typically, for exanple, an exterior police post,
| et's say, would encounter soneone outside the site that
woul d be suspicious or unusual to the degree that they felt
the Secret Service needed to respond. Then they would call
for a site PI or soneone within the Secret Service to
respond to that. That's not sonething that | would
initiate nmyself outside the site. | would have to be
cal l ed by soneone outside of the site to respond to
something. My primary responsibility is within the site,

the crowd, the attendees, and the i medi ate stage and area.
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[RIrel: D d you have any concerns about the
perimeter on July 13th?

I | did not.

EEISIEST: Wth an area as large as the Butler Farm
Show grounds, wth an event that garnered so nmany
i ndi viduals, in your viewis it, you know, realistic to
cover that w de, that vast anmount of area? |s that
reasonable? Is it effective? Do you think there should be

nore site PIs?

I | felt confident that | could respond
to anything that needed ny attention. It would have been
beneficial to have nore, but | didn't feel like |I could not

do nmy job effectively with what | had.
EESIEE: And given the security perimeter -- and
we'll get to this in nore detail -- but in this particular

I nstance, on July 13th, you were called to respond to a

suspi ci ous individual outside of the perinmeter. Is that
correct?
Witness  HESEEICEE

ERISICE: And did the fencing and any ot her
obstacl es that m ght have been present, did that inpede at
all in your ability to respond to find the suspicious
I ndi vi dual ?

I 't did. The i mediate perineter was

encased. We were surrounded by a chain-link fence. Wen
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we attenpted to go to the area where the individual was
reported to be, we were stopped at the chain-link fence and
there was a | ocked gate. Had | been able to go further at
that tine | would have. There was about a 20-yard grassy
area and then a second chain-link fence, and the individua
was reported to be on the other side of that second fence,
In an industrial area.

| went as far as | could go physically, and | visually
I nspected the area, and | didn't see the person. The
reporting parties didn't have a visual on them at that
time. | didn't feel confortable, given that the program
had begun and that President Trunp was en route, | didn't
feel confortable | eaving the venue to go | ook for sonebody.
| was relying on other neans to | ocate and detain this
per son before responding.

EBCtel: And we'll go through in detail the
search for the suspicious person. But did you ever |eave
the security perineter?

I | did not |eave the venue itself, no.
ERSICE: And when you say "the venue," you're
tal ki ng about the security perinmeter where attendees had to
go through the magnetoneters, correct, and the fenced-in

ar ea.

I VMen | went to ook for this person

was behind the stage, behind the barns, through the parking
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lot, all the way to the chain-link fence, as far as |

could go in the golf cart that | had. To go any further to
| ook for this person | would ve had to get in a vehicle and
| eave the venue and drive on a public road outside the Farm
Show property to look for this person. So | went as far as
| could, within the fencing of the Farm Show.

EEISEEE: CGoing to the norning of July 13th, did
you attend the 10 a.m briefing that day?

(Winess —— HESEGIE)

EEISIEER: How did you learn of your state Pl
counterpart?

I | had received an email prior to the
13th fromthe Protective Intelligence advance, providing ne
a nane and contact information for the State Trooper that
woul d be assigned to assist ne.

EISIEET: And who was that State Trooper?

(Winess &

GEECIERIY: And when did you neet with Trooper

I 'he norning of the 13th, after the 10

a.m briefing.

IOIEST: D d Trooper have a radio for

state and/or | ocal communications?

I e did.
el For which ones? For state? For local?
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IS e had his issued radio for

comruni cati ons with Pennsylvania State Police, who had a
presence in the Security Room

EEIEIEET: And one other thing that happened the
norning of the 13th. |'mhappy to pull the docunment if you
don't recall. But I'"'mcurious if you recall getting an
auto nessage of one of the junp team nenbers bei ng out of
the country. Do you recall that?

S Yes. The original list of nanes that
| was given included an individual who had been repl aced.
Hi s replacenent hadn't been included in that first email
distribution list. | got into contact with himprior to
t he event, and used his contact information, and we
resol ved the issue.

ERSIEEI: So you were not down a junp team nember.

N No. He had been replaced. | just
wasn't given the name of his replacenent, and his

repl acenent had been left off the email distribution list.

TNIIEEEAl: Under st ood.

EEEEE: ‘e was there, though.
Ll Okay. Turning to the search for the

suspi ci ous individual, when did you first |earn about the
suspicious individual wth a rangefinder? O when did you

first learn about the suspicious individual?

N Wself and Trooper at the sane
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time. We were together. W received information that a
suspi ci ous person, a person had been observed outside the
venue, along the fence line, with a rangefinder.

IRl \Were were you when you |earned this
I nformation?

Y V¢ were in the stage left area.

EEIE: So |' mshowing you what's been marked as
Exhi bit 3.

[ Exhi bit No. 3 was
mar ked for identification.]

EEIEERE: And this is an overview of the site
diagramfromthe Butler ESU. | have copies. One nonent.

[ Pause. |

GEEIEEY: Here we go. Have you seen this docunent
bef ore?

I | have not.

CEIE: So | ooking at this docunment, is this an
accurate depiction of an aerial depiction of the Butler
Far m Show grounds and the event venue on July 13th?

winess NSNS

GBI ESM: Could you mark with pen where you and
Tr ooper were when you first |earned of the
suspi ci ous i ndi vi dual ?

Winess [N

I ES: !'f you can just put an X
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witness  HEECCVE
SNl So it looks like you are directly in

front of the barn that is furthest away fromthe AGR
bui | di ng.

. The stage was here, and we were in the
stage |l eft area.

ERIIEI: Stage left. And who did you learn this

i nformati on fronf

IS rooper and | received the
information at the sane tine. | can't recall if it was via

radi o or cell phone. There were al so unifornmed Pennsyl vani a
State Patrol officers in the area. W |earned at that tine
a local tactical team Pennsylvania State Patrol, reported
sonebody outside the fence line for the event with a
rangefinder. Mself, Trooper and one of the

uni formed troopers then decided to respond to that tactical
team s position.

oS Eal. So a Pennsylvania State Police officer
i nfornmed you and Trooper

Y. here were a nunber of us standing
around in the sane area tal king, working on crowd contr ol
in that imedi ate area. W were having sone issues with
crowds spilling outside of the bike rack area. So we were
lined up along that area to contain the crowd.

It was passed to nme through Trooper SIS, and it
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coul d've been through the radio, as well. | don't recal
exactly how | heard. | have an earpiece in one ear where
|"magetting radio traffic, and |I' m comruni cati ng face-to-
face and hearing things through ny other ear at the sane
time. We both received the information at the sane tine
and deci ded to respond.

CRICEIY: And approxi mately what time did you

first | earn about the suspicious individual?

N At approxinmately 5:40.
HSGAC Majority  HESESHEIY
IS 't could ve been alittle earlier. |

woul d say between 5:30 and 5:40, in that area.

EEEIERI: And what exactly did you | earn about the
suspi ci ous i ndi vi dual ?

N 'hat was it.  There was a suspicious
I ndi vi dual outside the venue, along the fence line, with a
rangef i nder.

Bt Did that raise, the fact that the
suspi ci ous individual had a rangefinder, did that raise the
| evel of suspicion or threat, in your view?

EEEEEEE 't s what | would consider unusual or
suspi cious. There were a nunber of pedestrians or
onl ookers along that fence line, | would say approxinately
10 to 12. They were not visible fromthe stage left are.

Until we responded to that area where the tactical team
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reported seeing this person, | had no idea there were any
peopl e along that fence line. Wen we went over there,
there were a nunber, as | said, a nunber of public lined up
al ong the fence |ine.

EEISIENT: And in terns of the location of the
suspi ci ous individual, was it conmunicated to you where
approxi mately he was seen?

TS 'nitially it was communi cated al ong
the fence line, outside the venue. Until we responded to
where that tactical teamwas positioned, who was reporting
the information, | did not know where that area was.

EOEIEEtl: Wy not? Was it because you didn't have
a map, or was it because --

I 't was described as the fence line

out si de t he venue.

TN Not --

S 't could' ve been anywhere.
DEESEE:  Not with sufficient specificity.
MR  VYes. It could ve been anywhere. W

first needed to get to where the reporting party was to
then determ ne where this fence Iine was where this person
was seen.

R IEEE: And during this tinme did you receive a

photo of the suspicious individual?

MM Not at this tinme, no.
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EEIIEEE: And when you first |earned about the
suspi ci ous individual, our understanding is that, or what
did you do with this information when you first |earned
about it?

BN As far as with the information, or
what did | do?

EEE: Wat did you do when you | earned that
there was a suspicious individual with a rangefinder
outside the fence |ine?

IS rooper and nyself and a
uni formed Pennsyl vania State Trooper, we got on the golf
cart that we were using and we drove over to the area where
the tactical teamwas positioned, that reported the
i nformati on, and | ooked for the individual.

EISIENT: And was that a Post-Stander 5?

M 't wasn't a Secret Service fixed post.
It was a Pennsyl vania State Patrol post.

CEIEl: So 'l show you what's been marked as
Exhibit 4, which is the Pennsylvania State Police
Qper ati ons Manual .

[ Exhi bit No. 4 was
mar ked for identification.]
EEIEIEEtl: Have you seen this docunent before?

I ot on that day, no.
HIEEERE: Not on that day. But since then?
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N | wuld ve in previous interviews.
TN A. Wuld that docunent --

winess ——— HNIIEE
CESIEEA: \VWuld that docunent have been hel pful to

have i n advance, specifically referring to the map of where
t he post-standers were, on page 4?

. 't would have been hel pful to know
where the | ocal |aw enforcenent posts were, yes.

I ES: And was it Posts 4 and 5 on the

Pennsyl vania State Police Operational Plan Page 4 where you

went with Trooper
: Yes. There was a |local tactical team

there, and there was also a unifornmed trooper with a marked
unit parked just outside of the chain-link fence and chai n-
link gate that was | ocked.

EEICEE: And what did you learn, if anything,

when you were at this post?
Y. Nothing actionable. They repeated the
i nformation, there was a suspicious individual with a
rangefinder. There was |imted physical description. |
beli eve he was described as a white nale with [ong hair.
CESIC: Wo relayed this information?
MY The tactical teamand the uniforned

trooper at Post 4.

. The State Police.
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Winess — SENCES
I ErAl: Not |ocal police.
: No. The local tactical teamthat was

staged in that area. So Posts 4 and 5, we spoke with the
of ficers there.
EE I And that's the State Police posts.
(winess —— HRCES
I EN: And so you learned this information at

approximately 5:30 or 5:40 --

DI ' that area.
ol -- in that range. But our understanding

is you did not call Special Agent until 6:05. Wy
wait that amount of tinme to inform hinf

I At that tinme we had a |imted physical
description. The individual was not in the area. No one
knew where this person had gone or where they were. It was
vague, at best. At that time, while we were | ooking for
them | noticed a couple of uniformed police cars with
markings in that industrial area. | asked Trooper
to reach out to those officers, find out who was over
there, see if they had seen this person, |look for this
person.

| also noticed the counter sniper teans on the roof.
| called the Counter Sniper advance, asked if any of his

counter sniper teans had seen this person. They did not
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know where this person was. | instructed himif they saw
himto call me and that | would respond and interview this
person. There was no nore information to pass at that tine
ot her than what was al ready known by the Security Room and
had al ready been passed. | had no additional intel.
EBISIEE: How did you know -- did you hear at all
this informati on being relayed on the Secret Service radio?
IS rooper had communi cation w th
t he Pennsylvania State Patrol representative in the
Security Room | don't renenber specifically comrunicating
with the Security Room | know that from his end he was
getting information fromthe Security Room The
under st andi ng was they were aware of the situation. | had
no further intelligence than what was passed to ne.
EEIEE: G ven how big the Butler Farm Show
grounds were, did it ever occur to you to call this
information in to the Security Room so that others could be
made aware of the suspicious individual and keep an eye out
for hinf
BN  Acain, at the tine | was under the
under standi ng that the Security Room had the informtion,
being that it was being relayed to ny partner and to ne.
None of the other posts in the area, that | was aware of,
had a visual to the fence line. There were interior posts,

but there were risers that woul d' ve bl ocked |ine of sight
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fromthe stage posts. Sane for the people on the press
riser. There weren't any other posts that woul d've had a
visual of this area. It was that far renoved.

el \Vere you at all privy to the local radio

communi cati ons that day?

T | was not. It was being relayed to ne
t hrough ny partner, ny counterpart.

RIEEEEE: So at 5:42 p.m, a Butler ESU conmander
radi os out, and this is on their radi o channel, PD Ops 4,
and he says, | quote, "Just an FYI. W had a younger white
mal e, long hair, lurking around the AGR building. He was
viewed with a rangefinder, sighting the stage. He was up
against the building. | believe he was | ooking up at us
and he wal ked around the side of the building. W I ost
sight of him There was a bike with a | arge backpack
sitting beside it. |It's parked in the rear of the
buil di ng. That wasn't there earlier.”

Wuld this informati on have been hel pful for you to
hear ?

N 't would have. | did not hear it. |
did not know Butler ESU was out there that day. The only
| ocal | aw enforcenent agency | was aware of was the
Pennsyl vania State Police.

EEECIESE: You were not aware that Butler ESU was -

- could you say that one nore tinme?
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there supporting the visit.

R E: \Wat was your understanding of how the
AGR bui | di ng was covered?

M. | had no understanding of where the
AGR buil di ng was, what it was, or howit was covered. That
was not briefed to ne.

RIS EEeEl: Wen you |l earned that the suspicious
I ndi vidual with the rangefinder was near the AGR buil di ng,

did you go to the AGR buil di ng?

EIEEEEl: 't was never reported to ne that this
person was near the AGR building. | was never briefed on
the AGR building or where it was located. Al | was

briefed on was the site itself, and the only intelligence |
recei ved was a suspicious person along a fence line with a
rangefinder. The ACR buildi ng was never nenti oned

speci fically.

[ Pause. ]
M Andsol'dlike to go through just where
we left off. Initially you | earned of the suspicious

i ndi vidual with a rangefinder when you were stage |eft.
You then traveled on the golf cart with Trooper to
Pennsyl vania State Police post-standers 4 and 5. You then
| earned, at that tinme, a little bit nore information, a

description of the individual. At that tine did you

36
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receive a photo or any other informtion?

= Mot at that tine.
IS El: Okay. so what did you do fromthere?
IS Once | concluded ny phone call with

t he Counter Sniper Advance agent, and Trooper
finished his phone call asking for |ocal support in |ooking
for this person, we got back on the golf cart and we were
in the process of returning back to the stage left area to
resunme crowd control. Wen we got to the parking | ot

behi nd the barn, Trooper advi sed that his vehicle
was parked in that ot and volunteered to get in his truck
and drive the fence |ine outside the venue, |ooking for
this person. | agreed that that was a good use of our
manpower. The uniforned trooper and | then continued back
to the stage left area, and Trooper br oke away, got
in his vehicle, and was driving the exterior fence I|ine,

| ooking for the individual that had been reported.
[BIIEEE: And what did you then do?
T | went back to the stage left area to

resune crowd control.

INIl: Did you informeither the Conmand Post

or the Security Room at any point that you then stopped

| ooki ng for the suspicious individual?

I | did not, ny team neaning that
Tr ooper was still |ooking. There was no one visible
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at that time. | wouldn't say that we stopped | ooking.
There was nothing further to be done in that area for ne,
unl ess this person had been | ocated and detai ned for
guestioning. | was not in a position to | eave the venue to
go look for this person.

M.  And can you estimate around what tine
this was when you returned back to, you nentioned stage
left, to do crowd control ?

N | ' d say approximately 5:45, a few
m nutes after. W were in that area with the Posts 4 and 5
for I would say 10 to 15 m nutes.

CEIE: ! think it might be helpful, let ne show
you sone text nmessages which mght be helpful in terns of

putting tinmes --

winess —— HENKCCV
A -- on these things, because | knowit's

been a while. So I'm showi ng you two sets of text
nessages. One is Exhibit 5 and then the other will be
Exhibit 6. And the redactions you will see on these
nmessages were not applied by us but Secret Service.
[ Exhibits No. 5 and 6 were
mar ked for identification.]

CEIEEE: So if we could first look at the text

nmessage that has, | believe it's Exhibit 5.
winess VIR
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N W is this text nessage between?

N he first nmessage?
HSGAC Majority  HESERCIS
BN | believe that was fromme to Speci al

Agent
Il And it says here 3:07 p.m |s that just

because of the tinme change, it really should be 6:07 p.m?

winess — HENACES
ERICEA: So at 6:07 p.m, you text a photo to
Speci al Agent Do you recall where you got this

phot 0?
M | believe | got it from Special Agent
who was the counter sniper response agent.

EIEE: And when did you run into Special Agent

I After | had returned to the stage left

area from |l ooking for the person outside the venue.
EEIE: And was this an intentional connection?
Did you wite to Special Agent and ask to consult
with hin®
I oo He was in that area, assisting

with the crowd control.

NI, Wre you aware that Special Agent
Ry was al so looking for this individual?

N Not until | spoke to him
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CEIEEl: And tal k about that communication.
I VWen | responded back to the stage

| eft area | encountered him W shared information. W
basi cally had the sane information, a vague physi cal
description of a person outside the venue, along a fence
line, with a rangefinder. He then advised he had received
a photo of this person, and he shared it with ne via text
nessage, and then | passed that to Trooper and to
Speci al Agent

B EE: And so this was at 5:52. At 5:52,

Speci al Agent said he texted you a photo of the

suspicious individual. Wy wait so long to share it with
Speci al Agent
I | don't believe it was that long. |

don't know how | ong the picture would have taken to go out
once it was being sent. Once | received it | sent it.
There was no intentional del ay.

EEEEl: But it was 15 minutes fromthe tine you
recei ved the photo from Special Agent And j ust
for the record, | don't know that we've received this text
nmessage where Speci al Agent sent a text to
Speci al Agent | could be wong, but | think

that's probably from Speci al Agent Tl .

I | don't recall it being 15 m nutes.
That seens long to ne. | believe it was a shorter tine

40
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frame.

ISl And in this text nessage,
responds, "Command Post PSP Trooper said he may be wal ki ng
toward the Sheetz." Wiy didn't you go toward the Sheetz at
that tinme?"

I At that tine | didn't know what the
Sheetz was. |'mnot from Pennsylvania. | was unaware that
was a gas station. | learned that after the fact. |
didn't know where it was, well outside the venue | |ater
found out. The assunption anong those of us that had been
| ooki ng was that this person was probably | eaving the area.

CEIEE: And turning to Exhibit 6, you then
shared that information, "Command Post PSP Trooper said he
may be wal ki ng toward the Sheetz." |Is this with your
Pennsyl vania State Police counterpart, Trooper

N No. \Wat happened here was Speci al
Agent and | were texting each other at the exact
same tine. That's actually information he's passing to ne.

My text is in the green, and that was fromhimto nme. They

came in --
M At the sane tine.
M 2t the same tine, | think within

seconds, so his appeared first.

CEESIEE: Understood. But going to Exhibit 6 --
Winess — HINNO T\
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Nl -- this is text nessages. |It's

redacted, but our understanding is it's with Pennsyl vani a
State Trooper Correct?

winess —— HESNGES

RIEEERE: And you then relayed the information
t hat shared with you about going toward the Sheetz
wi th Trooper Correct?

Winess — HENGES
EICIEN: So when you go back to -- it was likely

-- | wanted to show you those just to get a better
understanding of timng. So can you estinmate when
approxi mately you then went back to stage left? It nust've

been around 6: 00 and not 5:407?

SN Possibly. | think maybe 5:40 was when
we were initially looking for them | got the pictures

shortly after we returned to the stage |l eft area.

TN . kay.

I | can't give you an exact tine.
Again, it's been four nonths. But it sounds right. It was
mnutes, | would say less than five mnutes after we got

there we had the photo.

. And at this tinme did you hear at all

that the individual was near the AGR buil di ng?

I  Acain, | was never told where the AGR
buil ding was or what it was. All | had was a fence |ine,
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which | observed to be near an industrial area. | did
not know that was the AGR buil ding or what any of those
bui | di ngs were.

GEIEEA: And at that tine, when you decided to go
back to crowd control, knowing that you're the only
protective intelligence agent who is tasked w th | ooking
for suspicious individuals, and that there is a suspicious
i ndi vi dual sonewhere on-site, that |ocal police officers
| ost sight of for over 20 minutes, why did you not inform
anyone that you stopped your search?

B So the person was not inside the site.
They were outside the site, in a public area where people
were gathered. | never stopped searching. | had no
additional intelligence. | had no additional information
on where to |l ook or how to encounter this person. The
stage left area was a large section of the crowd that was
bei ng contained with bi ke rack. The people in this crowd
were taking apart the bike rack and spilling into a wal kway
with direct access to the notorcade. Had that crowd broken
t hrough that bike rack conpletely, they could have
overwhel med the notorcade. They were also within throw ng
di stance of the stage.

Based on the information |I had, which was a suspici ous
I ndi vidual with a rangefinder |ooking at the stage outside

the venue, | had no nore information. The person was not
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peopl e had the informati on and had a better vantage point
than | did.
ERIEEEEE: And when you say other people, who?
I  'he counter snipers on top of the
bui | di ngs had a better vantage point of that area than I
did. | was on foot, at a fence line, approxinmately 25
yards away from where the person was spotted, and they were
no longer in the area. They were no |longer visible. Had
t hey been detai ned, had they been stopped, | woul d have
| eft and interviewed them | was not in a position to
| eave the venue and to conduct a search for this person at
that tine.

GECXAVETLIVAN: Di d you i nform Special Agent

t hat you stopped your search?

SN  Acain, | wasn't stopping a search. |
needed nore information. | needed a location. This person

had to be detained for ne to be able to respond to them

My job is not to | eave the venue and search for people. M
job is to interview people with a suspicious interest, with
an unusual interest, or someone that's making a threat.

Yes, this person's behavior was suspicious. |I'mnot in a
position to | eave the venue and to go |look for this person.
My responsibility is a post-stander within the protected

site.
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IR So what did you do to nmake sure that
the Secret Service Security Room and the Secret Service
personnel who were tasked wi th maki ng deci si ons about
keepi ng the President on and/or off stage, made sure that
this individual was actively being | ooked for and others
were aware that there was a suspicious individual?

I  'he Security Room it was ny
understanding at that tinme the Security Room was aware of

this person, being that they had passed information to

peopl e who had shared that information with ne. | was
anong the people who had responded to | ook. | was not
initiating any of this. | was responding to information |
was being given, along with other people. | was not in a
position to provide any additional intelligence. | had
nothing else to contribute to the search. | was waiting
for nore information. Had anything else cone, | would have

responded in kind.

GRIEEI: And is there any protocol for protective
intelligence agents when you're in this type of position,
where, based on what you're saying, you are unable to | eave
the security perineter but know that there is a potentially
dangerous individual that needs to be confronted? What are
you supposed to do?

I At this point it was never

communi cated that this person was dangerous. Yes, it was
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unusual that someone woul d be using a rangefinder to |ook
at the stage. The information that Butler ESU put on the
radi o, that wasn't known until after the fact. That was
never passed to ne. | never received it. There were a
nunber of people on that fence |ine doing any manner of

t hi ngs that could be considered unusual. | observed a
woman on horseback with a flag, riding up and down the
fence line.

Yes, this was unusual. Yes, it was concerning. But
again, had this person been detai ned or stopped, had
sonmeone who had seen this person asked themto stand by and
then called for specifically Secret Service to interview
them | would have gone and interviewed them

EEECER: But your role was to confront and
interview individuals. Correct?

M Wthin the site. CQutside of the site,
| am not roving outside the security perineter |ooking for
people. | had 15,000 people inside. Any manner of threat
can devel op inside these events. That's ny prinary
responsibility.

CEIEE: \Vwuld you characterize your search for

t he suspicious individual wth the rangefinder as urgent?

I At that time, based on the information
| knew, it was not urgent. | was concerned. There was

never any nention of a weapon or any direct threat. The
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only concerning informati on was the rangefinder at that
tinme.

R E: And to your know edge, who el se was
i nvol ved in searching for the suspicious individual?

N FPennsylvania State Police.

ERICE: And in your view, was Secret Service's
search for the suspicious individual sufficiently
coor di nat ed?

N 'here were no Secret Service personnel
out si de the venue | ooking for this person that | was aware
of. Mself and Special Agent woul d have been
tasked to respond to sonebody had they been | ocated or
detai ned. Being that the person was in an unknown
| ocation, not visible, there was nothing to respond to.

GRS D d you hear the Secret Service radio
alerts about the |locals addressing a 3 o' clock issue 200

yards out?

I | did not.

[HSGAC Majority |1\ ANe[e] 2

BN '"hey were passed on a different
channel. The post-standers were operating on one channel,
and the detail operates on a different channel. So that

was communi cated on a radio that | was not privy to.
CEESIEE: And before shots were fired, were you

ever made aware that there was soneone on the roof?
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MM rrior to the shots being fired,
there was information passed, | believe it was verbally,

anong those of us in that area, that sonmeone was spotted on
the roof of the AGR building. This was the first tinme |
heard the AGR buil ding addressed by nanme. Prior to that
statenent, | had no idea what the AGR buil ding was or where
It was |located, and at that tine | did not know what it was
or where it was | ocat ed.

GEESIEE: DO d you consider putting that
i nformati on out on the radi o, that there was soneone on the
roof of the AGR buil di ng?

I hat information was being
communi cated through nmy counterpart, Trooper and
the Pennsylvania State Police. |t had been passed to them
through their conms. It was ny understanding that that was
originating in the Security Room through the Pennsylvania
State rep in the Security Room So ny understandi ng was
they were aware.

EOEN: But there's sonmeone on the roof of a
building that's 200 yards fromwhere the President is
speaking. It did not occur to you to put that out on the
radi o, since you had not heard it out on the radio?

MM  Acain, | didn't know where the
bui |l di ng was or what the building was. So | have no idea

what the AGR building is or where it's located. | had no

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

49

nore information. | was asking State Police at that tine
what is the AGR building and where is the AGR building. |
had no other information. |t was ny understanding this was
bei ng communi cated through the | ocal police rep in the
Security Room | did not put any additional information on
the radi o because | didn't have any additional information.
Wile we were trying to determne this |ocation and what
this building was, that's when the shots rang out.
GESIE: Understood. 'l turn it over to ny
col | eague.
I  hank you.

IO Speci al Agent my nane is
M AE. | mon Senator Peters' teamw th the

Comm ttee.

Just followi ng up on nmy coll eague' s questi ons about
the perinmeter and your role, have you ever been instructed
that you're not allowed to | eave the security perineter

ot her than you as a Pl agent?

Witness __ HESLCE
ENIJVERSll: |s there any policy, that you are aware

of, prohibiting you as a Pl agent from |l eaving the security

perinmeter at an event?

I o. There is not.
BB So what gives you the understanding that

you shoul d not be |leaving the security perineter?
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MM  here was not an under standi ng that

| should not be | eaving. The issue was there was nothing
specific | amresponding to. There was nobody to be

i nterviewed. There was nobody to contact. |If | had
stepped up to that fence line when | had first gotten the

i nformati on and seen that person, | would have gone to that
person and tried to make contact wiwth them They were not
visible, and | had no other information other than a vague
physi cal description.

EIES: But forgive ny confusion. Wasn't that
your job? In other words, wasn't it on you to go find that
person?

Y.  Not necessarily, no. M prinmary
responsibility is the site itself and the crowd in the
site. |If the person had been visible, if I had seen them
or if they had been detained and they were calling for
sonmeone to cone interview them this is sonething the
Secret Service needs to respond to, this is sonething they
need to question, | would have responded. There was
nothing to respond to at that tine other than a description
of a person that was no |onger in the area.

IS EE: \VWat gave you the inpression that they

were no longer in the area?

N  hey were not visible, to anyone.
EEEIEE: So you didn't know where they were.
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I \o.
I Et: So you didn't know positively that they

were no |longer in the area.

I | knew they were no | onger anywhere
visible that | could respond to. | did not feel at the

time | was in a position to |l eave the venue, go to an
i ndustrial area that | was unfamliar with, and to conduct
a search for this person.

CRIIEEI: So just to clarify, not know ng where
someone was gave you confidence that they were not in a
certain area?

IS  Not knowi ng where they were gave ne
confidence in | needed to wait for nore information before

| left the venue to contact them

el Understood.
BN 'f there's no one to see or interview,

| did not feel confortable |eaving the venue to wander this

area | ooki ng for soneone.

Nl Have you ever |left the security

perinmeter at a previous event?

winess ———— TRNNIEEY
O, For what reasons?
S There were a nunber of tines, and one

specific tinme there were a group of protesters, a crowd,

gat hered outside of a venue, and we had intelligence from
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| ocal police one of the protesters was arned |egally,

under their clothing. And | wal ked across the street from
the venue to get a better visual on the post-stander, a
better physical description. They were visible fromthe
venue. | wal ked across the street, got a good visible
description and a | ook at the person, should sonething
happen.

ECIEST: But in this case, as you've said, you
felt that it wouldn't have been appropriate for you to
| eave the security perineter to |look for this suspicious
person.

I oo Being that | would have had to
get into a vehicle, drive conpletely off property, onto a
public road, into an area | was unfamliar with, and | ook
for a person | had a vague physical description of, the
crowmd itself was a bigger threat at that tinme, | felt. |
needed nore information. | needed a picture. | needed a
physi cal person to talk to.

EOEESl: Vel I, when ny colleague was first asking
you about the search for the suspicious person, you said
that initially you encountered the fence and it was | ocked,
and that if it hadn't been | ocked you woul d' ve gone out
further to |l ook for the suspicious person.

Winess — [ACES
Nl So explain the difference now why you
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initially said you woul d' ve gone further outside the
security perineter if the gate hadn't been | ocked, but now
you're saying that you were prohibited, or at least it was
your understandi ng that you shouldn't have left the

peri neter.

I | f the gate hadn't been | ocked |
woul d' ve crossed that 20 yards of grass right up to the
fence line, face-to-face with those people, and | woul d' ve
engaged them "Hey, did you see sonebody over here? Wat
did they do? Were did they go?" | would ve continued
along. Being that | had to go and get in a vehicle and
then drive outside a fence line to the other fence line to
conduct those interviews while the program was begi nning,
when the protectee was en route, staying inside the site
felt like the bigger priority to ne at the tine.

CEIEEl: Understood. | appreciate it. |'mgoing

toturn it to nmy PSI majority coll eague for sone brief

fol | ow up.
PSI Majority : H there. Just a couple of questions,
Speci al Agent In radi o conmuni cations referring

to the AGR building, do you recall was it primarily |ocal,
| i ke Pennsylvania State Police nmaking these references, or
were there Secret Service personnel also using the term

"AGR bui | di ng"?

: The first time | heard the term"A@R
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bui | di ng" was when soneone was reported to be on the roof
of the building. | had never heard that term the nane of
the building, prior to that. The Pennsylvania State Police
in the imediate area that | was comuni cating with did not
know where the building was | ocated. W were trying to
determ ne that as we got the infornmation.

Il And are you aware, or do you recall if
any briefing materials that you received ahead of this

event | abeled or identified the AGR buil di ng?

IS 'he first time | heard the term"AGR'
was the report that sonmeone was on the roof.

EIEESEE: C<ay. Thank you very nuch.

I You're wel cone.

BRI EM: Just one foll ow up question, or a couple
of followup questions. Qur understanding from an
I nterview of Trooper Is that he did not have a
Departnent radio on himat the tine. Ws that sonething

that you were nade aware of?

I | do not recall. | believed he did
have a radio. | knew he had communi cation with his agency.

| assuned it was via radio.
GEIE: You did not know that he may have not

had a radio on him

Winess ——— HING)
ERISIEE: And did you experience difficulties with

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

55

cel | phone service that day?

N | did not.

GECIE: And | believe we are nearing the hour,
so we wll take a five-mnute break and then resune with

our col |l eagues from Ranki ng Menber Paul's offi ce.

winess —— JNO VS

[ Recess. ]

CEESIEAl: Thank you. 1" m ERAIYIER of
Senator Rand Paul's office. 1've just got sone questions

that we've conme in with and then nmultiple foll ow ups, just
on what we've heard, fromwhat you've already testified on.

First of all, can you go back and just kind of clarify
when you first got a notification of that suspicious
i ndi vidual, |ater known as Thonas Crooks. G ve ne a kind
of a tinmeline when you first heard that, that there was a
suspi ci ous person in that area.

N  he specific times obviously are a
little foggy being that it's been four nonths. Between
5:20, 5:45, in that area, it was comrunicated to ne there
was a suspicious person seen outside the venue, on a fence
line, with a rangefinder. That was all the information |
had. | responded to the area of where the reporting party
was, to follow up with them and try and establish a visual
of where this person was, who this person was.

CEIEIETAl: \Were was that area that you responded
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to? | think you've told us it was in the area of post, |

t hi nk she showed you --

IEEE: 4 and S
[ECCITEAN: - 4 and 5.
MM o the stage right area there were

bl eachers, tall bl eachers. It was behind those bl eachers,
right up along the interior fence line where it cordoned

off the property of where we were in the venue.

EEISAl: DO d you get to speak with the person
who nmade the report?
N | spoke with the local tactical team

that was stationed there, and | al so spoke to the uniforned
State Trooper that was posted right outside, on Post 4. |
spoke to both of them and they said the sane thing, a
person on the fence line with a rangefinder. There was a
vague description, and | believe it was white nmale, |ong
hair, younger. And they were no |onger visible. They were

no longer in a position where we could make contact with

t hem

eI l: \Wo sent you there? Wo dispatched you
t here?

. | wasn't dispatched by anyone. | was

given information that this was being reported, through --

A Al. From who?
M W counterpart, EEESMIGSTEGE. through
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the unifornmed trooper, "Hey, we've got a report of a
suspi ci ous person outside the venue with a rangefinder."
And | said, "Okay. Let's go check it out." \Were are we
going, who is reporting this. The tactical teamin this
area. So we responded to that area and spoke to the
tactical team

CEISIEEAl: And can we clarify what your role was.
You had, it looked |like, two roles. But primarily what was
your primary role that day, as a Pl or as a post-stander,

junp team | eader? What was your prinmary role?

I So the site PI, Protective
Intelligence Team is a post-stander. |It's not a fixed

post. So it's a roving post throughout the venue. M
primary role was to engage and counter anybody with an
unusual interest in the protectee, anybody making a threat.
For exanple, if sonebody in the crowd were to nake a
concerning statenent and another attendee were to report
that to a post-stander, they would call for a site Pl team
| woul d respond, who nmade the concerning statenent. |
would go talk to that person, "Hey, what did you say?
What's going on? Wat is the intention behind this
statenent?" Anything within the venue and outside of the
venue, if there is a person or issue to respond to.

For exanple, on a previous site, in Phoenix, Arizona,

for the First Lady, we had soneone attenpt to gain access
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to a site by producing a fake credential. | was the site
Pl teamfor that venue. The person was spotted outside the
venue with a group of protesters. | cross the street to
the corner where they were standi ng, nade contact with
them identified them questioned themregarding their
intention, what they did, and | |later generated a report
regardi ng that contact.

If this person had been visible outside the venue and
| had been able to make contact with themand do a field
interview, | would have. They were not in a position where
| could see themto do that, |ocate themto do that.

CEEISIEal: Have you ever been sent to a suspicious
person at any event and you had to go | ook for then?

I oo Any tinme that | would be sent to
respond to sonebody it woul d be sonebody that was in a
known | ocation or that was being detained for interview

EEISIEEAl: So you' ve never found soneone
suspi ci ous on your own that was not detained. You' ve only
i ntervi ewed people under the Pl role after they' ve been
det ai ned.

I oo | have contacted and interviewed
people in venues that | deened to be suspicious or unusual.
For exanple, after this incident | was the site protective
intelligence agent at a JD Vance site, and an individual

wandered up to different areas within the stage | ocati on.
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He appeared to be checking out security perineters,

trying to determne a way to gain access, get closer to the
stage. | followed this individual. | questioned the

I ndi vidual, "Wiy are you here? Were do you live? Wat is
your intention to be here today?" He was just curious.
That's sonething | determned on ny own, within the venue,
to be suspicious.

So that's sonething you can devel op t hrough observing
the crowd. At this venue it was a very large crowmd. It
woul d be difficult to navigate the crowd shoul d sonebody
make a threat or an overt action towards the stage. So |
was very concerned about the crowd itself and how | would
navi gate that crowd shoul d sonet hi ng happen with soneone
I nside of it.

EEEIIStl: So when you tal k about suspicious
peopl e, and that is one of the roles that you had, to
either, if you observed themyourself to go to them and
question them or if you were sent under the device of
soneone el se then you would interview them we've heard
from ot her people that the person was suspicious but they
weren't threatening. Wat do you |look for, for a
suspi ci ous person? What are you | ooking for? Because
we' ve tal ked about the rangefinder. Wth the information
you were given for M. Crooks, does that rise to the | evel

of suspi cion?
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I  'he rangefinder is unusual. That's
not sonething you woul d see very often. |Is it threatening
initself, alone? No. | think it's inportant to

understand here, at no tinme was there ever a nention of any
weapon, in any intelligence that | received. The only
unusual bit of information that was ever passed was the
rangefi nder itself.

GEESIEYl: So how nmany suspicious person calls did
you respond to, that you were sent to that day?

. his was the only suspicious call that
| responded to. The first call for a site Pl response was
at the main nmag checkpoint earlier in the day. There was
an attendee and a volunteer who were waiting to be screened
that got into a verbal altercation. Trooper and |
responded. W spoke to both parties involved, determ ned
that it was nothing that we needed to be concerned wth,
with regard to a threat to the protectee, and we al |l owed
the unifornmed State Police to handle it.

There was another report of a nother in a crowd who
had a child. She believed soneone in the crow had
| nappropriately touched her child and was calling for a
response. W responded to assist with that, determ ned
that was al so sonmething uniforned State Police needed to
address on a | ocal |evel.

There were several mssing children, several nedical
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callouts. As far as an unusual activity or suspicious,
this was the first that | responded to.

(RSl And if | understand you correctly, that
s your priority, as your assignment --

winess ——— [NNRNICS

Rl - that day. Correct. Because we've

heard reports from other people within the Secret Service,
and maybe even the Acting Director, that you all responded
to nultiple calls of suspicious persons. And | just wanted
to clarify that you had not. That was not things you had
responded to. Correct?

I | rersonally did not respond. This
was the first suspicious person that | responded to.

CEESIEAl: So did you have direct contact with
people within the HSI that were there on the scene? Wre
they on a channel that you could conmmunicate with thenf

BN T'he HSI post-standers were on the
post - stander radio channel, and | was able to conmuni cate

wi th themthrough the radio.

I l: D d you broadcast anything during the
day on the radi o?

EEEEE: | don't recall. | don't recall
anything specific. | know there were several calls for

relief at posts. That coul d' ve been comuni cated through

the radio. | believe the response up to the nmain nmag
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checkpoint for the verbal altercation with the attendees
was communi cated via the radio. | don't recall initiating
any traffic with intelligence |I had to pass.

EEIEAl: And you nentioned that you didn't
specifically know anythi ng about the AGR buil ding or where
it was at. But there was tal king of a suspicious person,
and as you just said, was taken to the general area of
where that report was at. Correct?

BN Yes. \Wat was passed to nme was it was
a person on the fence line, outside the venue.

ERIEA: The general area of where that building
ended up bei ng.

N T'here were a nunber of general public
gat hered along that fence line, and they were reported to
be with those people, along that fence line. That's what
was reported to ne.

CRIIITl: So at sone point during the day you had
wor ked and net up with, on a couple of occasions, with
Speci al Agent who was working as the counter
sni per response agent. And at one point, as we were told,
and | think you even nentioned it too, that you all were
both actively |ooking for this suspicious person. Aml
correct?

I Yes. W had both received a report of

the person. W had simlar descriptions and intelligence
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to share. And we had both responded and | ooked for this
person, yes.

Il And Sergeant told us that at
sonme point he was told to go back to the dais stage area

and stop | ooking. Do you know who woul d've told himthat?

M | don't know. | know he was in the
dais area wth ne, helping with crowd control.
CEESIEAl: As you were standing, or neeting with

t he person who had reported that out to the fence |ine
area, you never heard himtold to go back to the crowd
control position?

I VWen | was with the tactical teamin
the stage right fence |line area, Special Agent
was not in that area with ne. | didn't encounter himuntil

| returned over to the stage |left side.

GEESIl: And you testified earlier that you
never went outside the, | guess for better, to
quot e/ unquote, "inner perineter" at any tine during that

day. AmI| correct? Wile the rally was going on, because

| know you had to cone and traverse in and out.

MY 'he farthest | got was that fence |ine
and | ocked gate.
CRItl: Let's go back to when you first got the

cel | phone picture of M. Crooks. Wat tinme was that?

Because you first heard about himat around 5:20 to 5:45,
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and |'mnot going to hold you to specific tines.

winess — HCCUN
RISl | understand. But what tinme did you

recei ve the photo of M. Crooks?
M | sent the photo at, the timestanp on
this is 3:07, so it wuld ve been prior to that, maybe a

m nute or two before that.

O LA So was that 6:07?
N Yes. | would've received it a mnute

or two before that.

Rt l: So 6:00, 6:07?

Winess —— HENNCCS

HSGAC Minority — SO ICVR

IS | received it, and then | forwarded
it.

EEIESAl: Ckay. Did your counterpart receive, or
do you know that he received a photograph before you did?

Wiess ——— [RICIE]

HSGAC Minority — REEWIeET

I | sent hima photograph, the one that
| received. | don't know if he received one before that.

CEIIEAl: But you had not seen any photograph
until that tine that it cane across your --

Y Yes. That was the first | saw

ERSISAl: Ckay. | think that our colleague asked
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a few questions a while ago about your decision to stay

Wi thin the inner perineter or leaving, and it is ny

under standi ng that you are the one that nakes that
decision. Am| correct? You specifically, no one.

There's not a policy that says you have to stay here. You
didn't have a supervisor to coordinate your novenents. But

you, individually, are able to nake that deci sion.

Correct?
Wiess — HENCCS
Al And you nmade a deci sion based upon what

you cal | ed vague description of the individual, and you
felt like that it was not enough information to | eave the
I nner perineter because of a, | think you used the term
"crowd control issue" that was taking place close to the
bi ke rack.

NEEE: Had there been sonebody detained to
interview, | would ve left to do that. That woul d' ve been
ny primary function is to contact and interviewthis
i ndi vidual. Absent themin custody or in sight, where I
could contact them that's ny primary function as
protective intelligence is to gather intelligence fromthat
person. |If there's not a person to gather intelligence
from ny function is not to go | ook for people.

TNl VWre you aware of any U. S. Secret

Service assets that were leaving or left the inner

65

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

perimeter to search for M. Crooks?

I | was not aware, no.
THIOYIAl: D d you think that -- let ne rephrase

that. Knowi ng that your agency is the |lead over all
security, did you nmake a consci ous deci sion not to ask
sonmeone from your agency or to nmake sure? | know we talk
about, | think you nentioned assunptions that the radio
roomor the Security Room was broadcasting things out. But
since your role is to follow up on suspicious persons, |I'm
trying to understand why you, specifically, did not ask for
sonmeone within the Secret Service to go outside the fence
to search for that individual in partnership wwth the |oca
and/ or state agenci es.

I hat's not sonething | would ask for.
That's not sonething in my role that I would be tasked with
asking. M/ job, as a site Pl person, assigned to stand
post at the site, is the site itself. The only tine |
woul d | eave the site would be to contact sonebody that has
been stopped, had been detained, that | had stopped and
det ai ned because | determ ned this was soneone who needed
to be interviewed. Absent a physical body to gather

intelligence from there was no reason for nme to | eave.

CEIIAl: So if they would' ve found himyou
woul d' ve went .
Winess — JNGES
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CEIIEEl: So which | guess leads ne to the next
thing. D d you hear anything over the radio that day, on
what ever channel you were nonitoring, that you said the
ot her HSI and post-standers were listening to, did you hear
anyone, including the Security Room give a dispatch of
this BOLO, Be on the Lookout, or ATL of this individual?

EEEEE: No. Nothing specific regarding this
i ndi vi dual over the radio.

ERSIEAl: Are you allowed to get on the radio and
relay that information? Since your job is to interviewthe
i ndi vi dual , hel p me understand why | woul dn't use the

resources out there to help locate the individual so |

could then henceforth interview the individual, is ny
gquesti on.
EEE: | understand your question. VWat |I'm

trying to think of is howto explain this. The posts

i nside the venue that | had contact wi th, none of them
absent nyself or Special Agent [EhEENNLE Were in a
position to see this area or to respond to this area.
Mysel f and Agent we were roving posts. |If
anyone were to | eave the venue or to contact this person,
had they been avail able for contact and interview, it

woul d' ve been nysel f or Agent W were in
contact with each other. | was receiving information that

was comng fromthe Security Roomvia the State Police. MW

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

68

under standi ng was that the Security Roomwas up to date

on the information. | had nothing additional to pass, to

put this description out to the post-standers. Yes, that

woul d' ve been an option, but they would not have been in a
position to assist in locating this person. They were at

fixed posts with fixed responsibilities.

BIIEAl: | nust be mssing sonething, because if
I"'mat Point A and you said that you couldn't see in the
area they are, but 1've got other people that are spread
out .

EEEEE: 'hey were not in a position to see it.
The two gentl enen on the stage could not see the AGR

bui |l ding fromwhere they were standi ng.

EEISEAl: So how nmany people were on that
channel ?
I Al of the post-standers assigned to

the --

Tl How many?

EEEEE: lct's see. How nmany did we have out
there. Approximtely

CESIYIAl: Then again, | think that question |
have is eyes are better than one person. |If | can't see
It but yet | need to locate this person to interview, |I'm

having a hard tinme understanding why if you didn't

personally hear it on the radio why we woul d assune that
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t he other people heard it on the radio, why you, in your
role, would not ask the other individuals, "This is the
I nformation we have. |If you |locate this individual please
| et me know so | can cone and interview them" Because as
you' ve testified, you did not know where he was at, so
that's the benefit of a radio is to broadcast that out for
ot her people, other standers. So naybe you can help ne
clarify that, on why that would not be hel pful.
N  Acain, the other posts inside the
venue did not have a vantage point to see where this person

had been reported.

CEYIISEl: But you testified earlier you did not
know where he was at, at this point now.
N | knew he was outside the venue. |

knew t hat he was not inside the venue.

S l: How did we know that?

M.  Because he was seen outside the venue,
in that area. To get into the venue he would' ve had to hop
fences. He would ve had to traverse the parking lot, the
backst age area, where there were police posts. He would ve
had to go through the magnetoneters to get into the venue.
And again, | had a vague physical description of a white
male with long hair. There were 15,000 people there. |
didn't have a photo at this tinme. | had no intelligence

other than a white male with I ong hair, outside the venue,
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with a rangefinder. | could have broadcast that, yes. |
did not feel anybody else was in a position to respond or

to assist in locating this person at that tinme, other than

nysel f and Agent
GEESIEAl: DO d your counterpart, as | think you

said, got in his owm work vehicle and |left and went outside

the fence. Am| correct?

winess — HERCES
YAl D d you overhear or know of anyone that

told himif he | eaves outside the fence that he cannot get

back in?
IS | did not hear that, no.
R El: 'f he was told that if you | eave you

can't get back in because that's where the notorcade is

going to be at, you never overheard that conversation at

all ?
(Winess — HIN
oo Wuld you understand why a unifornmed

trooper would be told that?

S W counterpart was no in uniform He
was in a business suit. | don't know who told hi mwhat.

When he got in his vehicle he broke away fromne, so |
don't know who he spoke to after that.

el And you nade a decision not to go with
hi m
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Witess —— HIVIIG)
EEEIIl: And go back to the stage, based upon

what you said was a crowd control concern?

(winess — HENRCES
NIl Wich goes back to your primary issues

was t he suspicious person. Could you have got in the

vehicle and rode with hinf

I | could have. At that time, based on
the information we had, | felt we were better served to
split up. If he saw the person, if he encountered them he

could detain themand |I could respond to his area. The
crowd that we had breaking through the bi ke rack, who
woul d' ve had direct access to the notorcade at that tine, |
felt was the bigger threat. |f that crowd had broken
t hrough the bi ke rack they coul d' ve overwhel ned the road
and approached the notorcade area.

CEESIIAl: So when you went back to protect the
bi ke rack area, did the presence of your one person prevent
them from overtaki ng that route?

BN | was there. W had uniforned
Pennsyl vania State Patrol there. W'd even called over the
EOD, the explosive -- it was basically an all-hands-on-deck
area. W needed people along this bike rack line to
control the crowmd and keep them back fromthe bike rack.

My intention was if this person was |ocated and that it was
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passed to ne, | would inmediately respond and conduct an
interview At the tinme that | split from Trooper I
did not feel there was any nore | could do to | ocate and
assist with this person. He volunteered to go |ook. |

t hought that was the best use of our resources. He would
continue | ooking. | would go back over to this area and
keep an eye on the crowd. Should he nmake contact, we would
reconvene and I woul d conduct an interview.

ISNEAl: \Wen you were notified at 5:20,
somewhere 5:20, 5:25, 5:30, of the suspicious person, |
think you' ve told us that you received nmultiple, | guess,
recurring accounts of the individual and updates, other
people asking. |Is it normal to, once you have a,
guot e/ unquot e, "suspici ous person” for, | don't know, the
reports just keep comng in alittle quicker, alittle nore
often, with alittle nore detail? And | guess ny question
to you is, was there a grow ng sense of urgency in all the
t hings that you heard. They're focusing so nmuch on one
I ndi vi dual out of 15,000 people. D d an alarmbell not go
off and say we may need to ratchet up our search pretty
guick for this guy?

S VWen | got the initial report that
t here was soneone outside the venue with a rangefinder, |
was concerned. | responded i medi ately. There was no nore

information for nme at that tine. |In observing the area |
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saw two marked units, police cars. One of them was

Butler County. At that time | asked Trooper "Do we
have unifornmed officers in this area?" | didn't know |
asked him He said, "I don't know Let ne check." He
gets on the phone and he's naki ng contacts.

So at that time ny action is let's get some people
over here looking for this guy. | asked ny counterpart to
reach out to local police. Let's get people nobilized to
| ook and find and contact this guy. | also thought how
el se can we | ook to see where this person is. That's when
| reached out to the counter sniper advance agent, "Hey,
have your guys seen anybody?"

This is the first I'mhearing of this. | don't know

this person has been in the area for all this tinme prior.

All I knowis, as far as | knowthis is the first we' ve
heard of him | don't know that he's been seen before
this. I'mdoing everything | can to get as many eyes on

this area as | can.

Once | have exhausted those options, and I now know
peopl e are |l ooking for this person, I'mgoing to go back to
nmy original area of concern, which |I was working on prior
to this comng up. Trooper offered to join the
search. | thought that was a great idea. Again, | was
al ready concerned with the crowd control prior to this.

|'"ve got as many assets as | could possibly drum up,
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| ooking for this person. Soneone find this person and
detain themso | can interview them Everybody's worKking
on this.

So | go back to the problem | was working prior. That

was all | knew at the tinme. There was no ot her
intelligence other than what |'ve told you -- soneone on
the fence line, wth a rangefinder, limted physical
description. | later get a photo, which |I passed. And then

| get into that soneone is on a roof of a building that
|'ve never heard of, in an area | don't know, trying to
nobilize to go figure out where this building is. And then
the shooting starts.

So |l did as nmuch as | could with what | had at the

oAl And the radio, you never, on your

channel, heard anythi ng about a person on a roof. That
never cane acr o0ss.

Y. | heard that soneone was on the roof.
| can't tell you if |I heard it through ny radi o, which was
in one ear, or if |I heard it verbally through the other
area. But the information was passed to nme that soneone
was on the roof.

RISt And that was when you all were standing

next to the stage, stage left --

Winess ——— [ACES
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It - with that conglonerate of
I ndi vidual s that you were tal ki ng about?

N There were a nunber of us in that
area, watching the crowd. It was passed to ne either via
radio or verbally. | can't tell you which one. And we

were in the process of determ ning where this building was,
what this building was, and how can we get there when the

shooti ng started.

CRISIEAl: | think that's all | have at this
point, and I'll pass it to ny coll eagues.

Psivinorty — BIPS Minorty ——— IEUVELCUCIIEE
EIIEM | work for Ranking Menber Ron Johnson. Thank
you for your tine today. |'mgoing to go ahead and hand
you, or ny colleague wll hand you Exhibit 7, and to save

on time, Exhibit 8.
[ Exhibits No. 7 and 8 were
mar ked for identification.]
EICSEE: CExhibit No. 7 is an inmage of three
i ndividuals on a golf cart during the July 13, 2024, rally
in Butler. The inmage is a snapshot of a video posted on
YouTube that was recorded by a rallygoer at Butler on July
13th. And | know that it is not a clear imge, but if you
are able to, could you please first answer whether or not

that is you in this photo?

I 't appears to be.
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EIDSE: There appears to be three

I ndi viduals. Two are seated inside of the golf cart, and
one individual is standing, | guess, on the back of the
golf cart. And it |looks like the individual that is
driving, is that you?

M 't would have been. | was driving the

golf cart that day.

EIDESA: Could you identify the other two
peopl e?

.  he person in the back, that would' ve
been Trooper my counterpart, and then the person to
the right appears to be in uniform so that woul d' ve been
the unifornmed trooper that we grabbed to cone assist us

wth the search.

ESEEE: Do you know his nane?

DTSN | don't.

EEE: s it Corporal

Y.  hat sounds right. It was told to ne
in another interview | didn't recall on ny own his nane,
no.

EICEE: $C<ay. Earlier today you nentioned that
Tr ooper was in business attire.

I Yes. | would say business attire but

| renenmber now |l was in a buttoned-down shirt. Qur dress

for the day was neat casual. So typically it would be a
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busi ness suit, but he didn't have a coat on.

EIIESEE: "hank you for the clarification.
Actually, before | turn to the next exhibit, just generally
speaki ng about golf cart use that day, besides the golf
cart that you were using, did you see other golf carts in
t he area?

I 't was passed to ne through the site
assi st agent that she had secured three golf carts for our
use. So | was using a golf cart, | was al so sharing that
golf cart with Agent and then the site assi st
agent had a golf cart. | believe one of the Trunp staff
personnel had a golf cart. So we were sharing the golf
carts throughout the day.

EIISEE: D d you ever see a golf cart go outside
of the imedi ate secured perineter, specifically near the

AGR area?
wiress AR TRE
PSI Minority . Yes.

(winess — HVHENG)
PSI Minority : Were you ever nade aware of a golf cart

in that area?

winess ———— TENNNGS
EESEE: 2 Ckay. |'mgoing to go ahead and nove

on to Exhibit No. 8. That was the transcript that was

handed to you a nonent ago.
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(winess OV
PSI Minority . This is Trooper NG July

23, 2024, interview transcript with Pennsylvania State
Police and FBI. It's a 14-page transcript, and |I'm not
goi ng to nake you go through every single page. But | want

to begin, if you wouldn't mnd flipping to page 3 of the

transcri pt.

I O<ay

EIEE: O page 3 of the transcript, at the
bottom Trooper states, "I had ny cell phone and |
was W th She had the radio for the Command Post."

Then the questioner asks, or states, "Okay. So the Secret
Service agent you're with woul d' ve been able to be in touch
wi th Conmand Post," and on the next page Trooper

responds, "Correct."

You nentioned that you had a radio that day. |Is that
correct?

winess — JNGES

EIESEE: Vs that radio connected to the Conmmand
Post ?

NN V¢ vwere operating on the sanme channel.

The Security Room agent for Secret Service has the ability
to communi cate with the post-standers on their dedicated
channel, as well as the detail on their dedicated channel,

and speci al teans.
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HSGAC Majority | | apol ogi ze for interrupting,

but can you clarify, when you nmentioned Command Post, are
you speaki ng about the Butler ESU Conmand Post or the
Security Roonf?

IS '"hank you for the clarification. | am
guoting directly fromthis transcript, which describes
Command Post as witten. So |I'm not sure what Trooper
may be inplying here.

ROEERE: But | just want to nmake sure it's clear
for the record. The next two lines, the question is, "Ws
she able to be in touch with the County Command Post or
just the Secret Service Command Post ?" "I believe
Secret Service Command Post."

EICETE  O<ay.

EEIEEt: | just want to clarify because it's
al ways conf usi ng.

EIES: | appreciate that, Thank you.

So this is the Secret Service Comand Post that you

had your radio --

I Yeah. W refer to it as the Security
Room but there can be confusi on between the two.
EEEE: 2 Ckay. Gkay. And did Trooper

ever ask you specifically who you would be in contact with
on the radi o? How did he know what Command Post you were

In contact with?
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I V¢é were in and out of the Security
Room so | believe -- and |'m speaking on ny belief here --

that he knew |l was in contact wwth the Secret Service

Security Room |'massuming that's what he knew.
EIIESSEE: And you nmight have addressed this
earlier, but did you contact anyone on the radi 0?
. 'hroughout the day, in general?
EIICTE  Yes.
N 'here was radio traffic passed. As |

said before, there would be a call for us to respond to an
area. We would put on the radio, "Yes, we're responding,
en route.” | was in and out of the Security Room so |
woul d' ve communi cated fromthe Security Roomvia radio if |
was in response to a call for response.

EIE: | want to turn to page 5 of the
transcri pt.

winess —— HNO VS

PS| Minority . On page 5, Trooper st at es,
" Cor porat e Tr ooper and then the Secret

Service agent" -- that's the quote in there -- that those
peopl e were with Trooper when he was nade aware of a
suspi ci ous person, later identified as M. Crooks. Can you
tell us again how you were nade aware of M. Crooks?

M | received word, along with Trooper

that there was soneone reported to be along the
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fence line, outside of the venue, with a rangefinder. |
cannot tell you specifically who told ne that or how it was
communi cated. It was conmunicated to both of us. And we
decided, as a team this is sonmething we need to respond
to.

IS You nentioned you can't recall who or
how, but is it your recollection that you received this
information at exactly the same nonent as Trooper

BN | do believe that | received the
i nformation fromnmny | ocal counterpart, with the
understanding this is being passed through the Pennsyl vani a
State Police to the Secret Service.

SIS And we' ve been through this several

times, but your best approxinmation is sonetinme between 5:30

and 5:40. |Is that correct?
winess —— HEACES
T Also on page 5, alittle further down,

Tr ooper describes the actions he took when | earning
about the suspicious person, later identified as Crooks.
He stated, quote, "There were two undercover vice nenbers
that were outside of the event. They were staged at the
Sheetz. | contacted themimredi ately by phone and told
themto head over to the AGR building."

Were you aware of vice unit nenbers at the Butler

rally on July 13th?
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M | amaware now. | don't recall at

the time that | was aware there were undercover units
outside the venue. |'ve since |learned that, but at the

time | don't recall know ng that.

IS D d you see Trooper contacti ng
anyone shortly after |earning about the suspect?
. | asked himto reach out and find out

I f we had any assets with |local police in that area, to go

| ook for this person.

B D d you see himdo that?
= | saw himon the phone, yes. |
assuned he was calling for that assistance. | didn't

monitor his conversation. W didn't debrief afterwards.

EICE: And he never nentioned to you the
substance of that conversation?
I | don't recall what his response was.

| am assunming if he had people responding to | ook that he
woul d' ve conmmuni cated that, and | woul d've said, "Ckay,
great.” | don't recall the specific conversation whether

or not he told ne that.

IS At what point did you learn, after the
fact, that there were these vice units?
MM 't could' ve been in one of ny first

interviews. And again, at the tinme that he was one the

phone, | was al so on the phone wth the counter sniper
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advance agent, asking the same thing. W were both
contacting our separate agencies, asking for resources to

| ocate this person. So | don't know that we -- we both
asked for resources to look. | don't know that we

debri efed and conpared notes afterwards. This is ny fifth
interview. At sonme point in one of the previous interviews
It was communi cated to nme that these teans were out there.

| don't recall knowi ng that at the tine.

IS V¢ére you ever nade aware of whether the
peopl e that he contacted, whether any additional support
went to the area where this suspicious person was?

M At the tinme, | was under the
I mpressi on we had Secret Service and | ocal people |ooking
in the area. Nothing nore specific than that. And by
Secret Service people | nean the counter snipers were
aware, fromtheir elevated position, that they could see
the area, not that we had di spatched anyone to the area.

EEE: 7 ooper in this transcript,
says that he told these vice unit nmenbers to head toward
the AGR building. Had you and Trooper di scussed any
specific |l ocation where additional personnel would need to

be depl oyed?

I  \othing specific, no.
EIOESA: And again, and | know that you

mentioned this a few tinmes during our discussion today, you
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di d not hear anything about the AGR building until around

the tinme shots were fired. s that correct?

: That was the first time | heard "AGR'

[Psiinoriy O C\S
winoss — [ERERYICUSGEVS
EIE | want to go to page 6 of the

transcript. At the very bottom Trooper states, "So
the Secret Service officer was with nme. She knew that |
was sending ny two UCs over. | was also going to go over.
| had her and Cor poral drove nme to nmy undercover
truck, which was parked in the Farm Show grounds."

You nentioned earlier that you did not know at that
time that he was sendi ng undercovers over. Do you know why

Tr ooper had the inpression that you did?

BN | don't recall. He could ve told ne
t hat . | don't renenber the conversation. As | said, | was

on the phone at the sane tine, having another conversation.
He could ve told me and | could ve forgot. | don't recall

the specific conversation.

EIEEE: And you did nmention earlier about
driving Trooper to his truck. Did that occur?

winoss —— HENNGEY

EISTE: \Wat tine was that?

M After the initial report and the phone
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conversations. So it was anywhere between 5:45 and 6,
somewhere in there. |t took a few mnutes to drive from
where we were | ocated over to the parking [ot, and then

of fload himand then drive back over to the other side of

t he stage.

ESEE:  VWat did Trooper convey to you
that he would do once he got to his car?

I He was going to drive the fence line
and | ook for the person.

EIIESEE: D d he offer you to join hinf

M | don't renenber himoffering, no.

RIS \Vould it have been appropriate for you
to join hinP

MM No. | think | started earlier that at

that tine | felt it was a better use of our resources for
himto do that and for nme to go back and work the probl em
that | was concerned about initially with the crowd
control. Also, the fact he was getting ready to take the
stage, at that tinme, based on what | knew, the biggest is
that that's in closest proximty, which was the crowd. |
needed to be in a position where if sonething canme up from
the crowd, be it a threat or a physical attack, that |
could respond. | would not have been able to respond from

a vehicle on a fence I|ine.
RIS At the point that you dropped off

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

86

Tr ooper at his truck, had you al ready contacted
\Y NIl C/S Response

N ot yet. | didn't contact himuntil
after | resuned ny position at stage left.

IS At approximately what tine?

I 't would' ve been right before he sent
nme the photo, so around 6.

EIESSE: And did he tell you where he was
| ocated, M.

IS | don't know where he was |ocated. |
don't recall. | don't recall where he was |ocated prior to
that. | know when | got back to that area he was there,

and we had a conversati on.

B 'He was where, exactly?

BN ' the stage left area.

EINSE: So did you call himor did you just
talk to himface-to-face?

Y. | spoke to himface-to-face. He was
there, in that area. W were together when the shooting
start ed.

EIESE: 2C<ay. And was that the first tine that

you had an interaction with M. about the

suspi ci ous person?

S hat | recall, yes.
PSI Minority . Ckay.
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I | don't renenber talking to him
before that about it.
EINETEE: 2 C<ay. Then just to clarify sonething,

you nmentioned earlier that you had call ed counter sni per.

Was it counter sniper advance?

I  he advance agent, yes.

EIESAE: And who was that?

I His nane has been told to nme, but for
what ever reason | cannot remenber it.

EITEE s it M.

N hat sounds right, yes. [It's been
told to ne several tines. |It's not sticking.

EITCTE  O<ay.

R | oot ny paperwork on ny phone. |

pul l ed up the site advance information that had been passed
out to the post-standers. | believe his nanme and nunber
was on the site post log. So | opened that docunent,

| ooking for his contact information, so | could reach out.

Bt  what tine did you contact hinP?
Y. his would' ve been when we were over

in the stage right area, near the ESU team | ooking for the
i ndividual. So when Trooper was on the phone,
trying to find |local support, | called himfor the el evated
support, for eyes on that area.

MR And if you wouldn’t mind stating again,
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what did he convey to you?

I 'he did not know where he was. |
believe at that tine -- and this is ny recollection -- |

believe at the tinme they were aware that soneone had been
in the area with a rangefinder, but they had |ost sight or
they didn't know where he was. He nay have told ne that
there was a photo. | don't know for sure. | don't recall
for sure. But we communicated, if they saw this person
again, if they had a location they would call nme and I
woul d respond to that |ocation to make contact and
I nterview the person.

IS So you did not learn any nore
I nformati on than what you had al ready known, that there was
a suspi ci ous person outside the venue.

I Ycah. At that tine | had no
addi tional intelligence.

EIES: A ong the fence line, outside the venue

al ong the fence |ine.

I That was all | knew at that tine.
ENESEE: Od M. Sl confirmthat

i nformation?
IS | recall that he was aware that a

person had been sighted in the area wwth a rangefinder. |
bel i eve he conmuni cated that he was no |longer visible to

them that they had lost himor they didn't know where he
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was. And ny conmuni cation was if you see him call ne

and 1'll respond.

BRI So was it your understanding that they
had, thenselves, seen him as well?

MM | believe so, and this was a tel ephone
conversation | had four nonths ago. | believe that was
comunicated. | can't tell you verbati mwhat was said.

EIE: | want to go to Exhibit 5, that was
handed out earlier. 1t's the text nmessages between you and
e Advance Loas 8

Winess NNV

IS 't begins with, let's see, the first
one, Bates 7851, 7852, and so on. | just wanted to follow

up on a coment you nmade earlier about cell service. You

mentioned earlier, | believe, that you didn't have any
problenms with cell service. |Is that correct?
I o, After the shooting | had a couple

of text messages that | had tried to share that photo with
a couple of individuals and it didn't go through. |
believe there was a | ot of cell usage at that tinme on the
towers. But during the event |I didn't have any issues with
ny phone.

I Ckay. so Bates nunber 7853 and 7854,
just for the record, show an image of Crooks being sent,

and if you take into account the tine difference it would
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probably be around 8:14 p.m and 8:15 p.m on July 13th.

winess — HENGES
EINETAE: And both these nessages are not

del i vered.

BN \V)hich is interesting, because these
nessages were sent to the Security Room agent and the
special agent in charge of the FBI. | was in a face-to-
face conversation with the two of themafter the event.
The Security Room agent and | were briefing the SAIC for
the FBI, and | shared the photo with both of them They
recei ved the photo. But on ny phone it showed that it
hadn't gone through. | may have tapped on it and resent.
But they did receive the photo from ne.

EIISEE: And what were the nanes of those
I ndi vi dual s?

N | don't know the nane of the
Pittsburgh FBI SAlIC. was the Security Room agent. |

don't recall his last nane at this nonent.

Psivinory I - K
B hat sounds right, yes.
EICESAE: '» Exhibit 5, the top left corner

i mage, with Bates nunber 7851, it appears that
wote to you, "Command Post PSP trooper said he may be
wal ki ng towards Sheetz." Did you ask anyone where the

Sheetz is | ocated?
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I  'hat nessage cane in concurrently
with the other nessage. | don't recall at that tine asking
anybody where or what Sheetz was. | know | passed that

information to Trooper [Tl At this point, with the
photo, there was nore concern, so it was nore just getting
i nformati on out as quick as possi ble and not necessarily

trying for nyself to define where this was.

ISl Vuldn't it be inportant for you to
know where the suspicious person was goi ng?

IS 't would. Being that | was not in a
position, | was now in the stage left area, | wasn't
anywhere near anything. | nean, this is sonething that I'm

putting out to people that are in a different |ocation than
me, | ooking, specifically Trooper | guess it
coul d've been inportant, but as far as |I knew it wasn't
part of the venue. It wasn't in ny imediate area. It's
not like he's in the stage right area, where | could' ve
responded.

A But you didn't know where the Sheetz

was | ocat ed.

I | didn't know what the Sheetz was. |
didn't know it was a gas station. | found that out after
the fact.

T | want to go to Exhibit 6, that was

handed out earlier. You nentioned before that these are
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text messages between you and Trooper Bfmee. Is that
correct?

Winess —— [CES

BEIEE: O Bates 7885, you wote, "I wish I had
nore tine." I'msorry. Oh, "I wsh we had nore tine." Do

you see that on there?

winess — HENACES

B \VWat did you nean by that?

N | vas apprised of the fact that from
the time we got the photo and we actually now knew who we
were | ooking for -- and again, prior to this very vague
physi cal description -- now we have a photo, so that

ratchets things up a notch. Fromthe tine we got the photo
to the informati on sonmeone was on the roof of the AGR
building to the tine of the first shot was fewer than 10
m nutes. There was not enough tine for us to respond to
this area. W were actively trying to find out where the
AGR building is.

| have since |learned that this person was spotted
earlier in the day, and | wasn't even notified. |If | had
had a chance to talk to this person prior to then, if we'd
had this information earlier in the day, | could have nade
contact. | could have interviewed this person and perhaps
disrupted this. And by the tine we got the information to

t he shooting there was not enough tinme for us to find and
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| ocate and interview this person.

EIID: \VWat was the earliest tine that you
now know that M. Crooks was identified?
(Witness K | believe it was said earlier in our

di scussion today that it was around 4:20, 4:26, that he was
first observed by Butler County. |Is that accurate? |

think that was what was sai d today.

Bl | don't recall anyone saying that.
N W' am you said the Butler County ESU

reported, very first reported |urking, Crooks was | urking.
It was like 4:20 was the tinme you said, or 4:26.

CRIEEel: That PD Ops 4 radioed out at 5:42 p.m
I 542 p.m Ckay. So then | believe it

was news reports then it would have been earlier in the day
when he was first seen. | guess what | |earned was a | ocal
police officer was being relieved and was goi ng hone, and
was on his way to his car, and he first saw who we | ater
| earned was Crooks, in the area, acting strangely.
EICEE: So based on what you heard through
public reporting is what nmade you think that |aw
enforcenment was actually aware of himnuch earlier than

when you were nmade awar e.

I ow. At the time of this text --
IS s that correct?
I Yes. that's correct. Now that's what
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| know to be true. At the tinme of this text nessage |

was referring to the fact that by the tinme we had a photo
and got reports of soneone on the roof, to the shots, it
was fewer than 10 m nutes. And we woul d have done nore if
we'd had nore tine.

BN And this text nessage was sent on July
14t h?

Winess VLIS

EIESE: | mjust basing that on Bates 7884.

I Yes, it appears to be. Well, | don't
have a date on 7885.

PSIMinority ~ [EEEEACT-Z

HEEEEE /884 is a different nessage.

[Psiinoriy — EEKETCAS

I | don't see that text in that nessage.

Are they --

B 't appears the way that this was

produced - -

I kay. | see now, fromthe tine on the

-- yeah, that woul d've been the follow ng night, foll ow ng

the conclusion of ny interviewwth the FBI.

EIRSE: So it's your understanding that the
follow ng day there were already public reports --

I Mo, That's ny understandi ng now. At
that tine | was only referring to that tinme wndow. | had
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not seen any news reports at that tine.

[Psi vinoriy  HEEKEXCAS

I | wes referring to the 10 mnutes that
we had fromthe photo to the shots.

EIETEE: 2 Ckay. Then let's go to the next text

message, which it appears to be Trooper EXEW' s response

to you --
Winess NG\
IS - which is, quote, "Yes, |'ve played

t hat whole thing back so many tines. Wy did we not know
that this guy was rangefinding the stage until 30 m nutes
after the fact? M guys were on hi mwhen he shot, and they
woul d've got himif we knewthat. | truly believe and now
t hat . "

So Trooper Is saying that you did not know
about Crooks rangefinding until 30 mnutes after the fact.
So based on what you said is that you | earned about him
rangefindi ng soneti ne between 5:30 and 5:40. It appears
t hat Tr ooper I s saying that people knew about that
30 mnutes prior to that, which woul d' ve been approxi mately
5: 00, 5:10.

winoss ———— HESVASINY

EEIEEE: s that your understanding?
KN o, and this was the day after the

fact, so he could' ve gotten that information from any
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nunber of sources | wasn't privy to. | personally was
not follow ng news coverage or any other information at
that tinme. | was off all social nedia and news coverage.
| wasn't followi ng anything. So | don't know where he got

that information from

EINESMAE: Co you have any understandi ng today
where he got that information fronf

I o. | have not spoken to hi mabout
it.

IENEEEE:  \VWen did you receive information about

soneone on the AGR roof?

M Shortly after | got the photo text
nmessaged to ne.

EIDESEE: And how did you receive that
I nf ormati on?

I | can't renenber if it was via radio
or verbal. It was communicated to ne and ot her individuals

in nmy imedi ate area that we were getting reports from

| ocal police of soneone on the AGR buil ding roof.

EIESTEE: Vs there any nention that that
i ndi vidual on the AGR roof had a gun?
Winess NN
EIIE: Has anyone from DHS or Secret Service

I nstructed you not to speak with Congress?

Winess————— THENNS
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IS And final question. You nentioned

earlier about exterior vehicle checkpoints. |[Is that

correct?

winess — HERCES
PSI Minority . What are those?
EKEEEEE 't s ny understanding -- and again, |

was not present when these posts were up, so to speak, when
they were posted -- it was ny understanding there were four
exterior posts wth agents paired up wwith a vehicle, in a

raid vest, in a vehicle checkpoint exterior area.

EIIEA: \Vhat tine did you --
I A vehicle checkpoint is to stop

vehicle traffic fromcom ng through a road or whatever

access point has been identified.

EIEE: Understood. Wat tine did you | eave
t he venue follow ng the shooting?

I /¢ was around midnight.

EICSAE: D d you receive any reports about a
vehi cl e containi ng expl osi ves?

I At sone point | did. It was passed to
me. | can't tell you exactly through -- | know | was in

contact wth the Tactical Security Division advance agent
I n and t hroughout the night after the shooting, and he
communi cated that there were sone devices. At one point it

was communi cated to everybody that there was going to be a
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control |l ed detonation of sone device, but | didn't have

specific informtion.

EEEE:  And what tine?

BN | don't recall.

R D d you receive this information
verbally or via email, text?

N | believe it was verbally.

EEE: And who told you this?

N 't could ve been anyone in the
Security Room or the TSD advance agent. |'m not sure.

There were a nunber of people around at this point.

EIIE: Ckay. | think we're at the end of our
hour, so we'll go ahead and take a five-m nute break.

Winess —— HENNO VS

[ Recess. ]

ERIE: Ve ' re back on the record at 4:38. So
thank you again for taking the tine today. 1In the
remaining tinme we'll split our tinme in half, so Senator
Peters' office and Senator Blunenthal's office will ask
guestions first, the next 30 to 40 mnutes, and turn it
over to our colleagues, Ranking Menber Paul and Ranki ng
Menber Johnson.

l"d like to follow up on a few things ny coll eagues
asked. You nentioned that your primary function as

protective intelligence agent is to interviewindividuals
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to figure out what they're going to do and potentially
divert a threat. |If that is the case, then whose job,
whose role within Secret Service, is it to actually | ook
for the suspicious individuals, once they are identified,
to search for then?

I 'he best way | can answer this is the
counter sniper advance agent and the counter sniper team
t hey have a response agent. |In ny past experience in
wor king as a counter sniper response agent if they see
sonmething that is concerning to themthey would call that
agent, reach out for themdirect to respond and check that
out and report back. That would be one function of that
agent's job, to respond to anything that they call out, for
further investigation.

The protective intelligence agent doesn't have that
responsibility to that specific degree, in that there's no
one other than |ocal |aw enforcenment, outside or within the
venue, other post-standers, attendees, that woul d see
sonmet hing and call for a response. So there's not an
overwat ch di spatching us so nuch as peopl e sayi ng, "Hey,
there's sonmething here with nme. Cone respond."” Does that
answer your question?

CEYIEEEl: So it seens like there's still a gap,
given that we know Speci al Agent the counter

sni per response agent, was actively looking for the
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suspi ci ous individual. You nmentioned you did everything
you could within the security perinmeter but also felt that
you had to get back to crowd control. And your state
counterpart was al so actively |ooking for this individual.

So during this whole tinme, whose responsibility is it
to assess the evol ving situation and determ ne whet her
there is a threat, whether it is safe to put President
Trunp on stage? Who is responsible for that? Were is the
gap? Wiere is the breakdown?

S | understand your question, and |
t hi nk gi ven what we knew at the tinme, that there was never
any intelligence about a weapon of any kind, the only
concerning piece of intelligence was the rangefinder, at
that tine. As a physical body to interview, it would not
have been ny responsibility. Had | contacted this person,
had this person been available for interview, had |
devel oped further intelligence that suggested the presence
of a weapon or an inmediate threat, that's sonething I
woul d have passed to the PI advance agent, to the Security
Room and | would have relied on themto pass it to the
detail or to anyone el se that needed to know.

Absent that information, there's not really a specific
person that woul d nake that determ nation, absent of a

physi cal person to assess. Does that nake sense?

HSGAC Majority HEEER(E
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winess — JNO VS
ERICEA: And you did not relay to the Security
Room or advance protective intelligence agent that you had

essentially stopped your search and went back to crowd

control . Correct?

I o, | didn't pass that to anyone.
EESSIES: And so to your point that there really

isn't anyone that's tasked with this responsibility of
tracking and ensuring that threats of suspicious

i ndi viduals are sufficiently followed up on, should there
be a dedicated role for a protective intelligence agent

that is not dual hatted as a junp team | ead?

I hat's a difficult question to respond
to. | can tell you that every city, every site, every

| ocation you go to is different and unique in what assets
are available froma state and local level, in addition to
what assets are available from Secret Service. It depends
on the size of the venue, you know, a nunber of things.
The presence of that undercover vice teamthat was

there that day, that Trooper contacted, you know,

t hat woul d have been an asset. And again, | don't know, in
these mnutes when we're all -- we're discussing after the
fact, | don't know where Crooks was at that tine. He

coul d've been in the building. He could ve been on the

building. |It's all speculation on nmy part. But had that
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t eam been able to encounter him |ocated hi mand detain

or question him that would ve certainly raised all of the
I nformation straight up the chain, | believe, in speaking
after the fact.

| think we've established | didn't know t hat asset was

depl oyed that day and that they were actively looking. |'m
glad they were. And | believe Trooper -- you know,

of course I'mgoing to delegate, reach out to |ocal people,
get soneone | ooking. |I'mnot going to follow up on that
and verbati m question, who did you speak to, who's | ooking.
We're all making phone calls in this nonent, trying to get
soneone to find this person. That's certain an asset,
havi ng that team | ooking, those eyes on.

For the protective intelligence agent to do that, |
think it takes away fromtheir primary responsibility, is
to gather intelligence frompeople at the site, determ ne
what |evel of threat. Yes, | did |ook, but again, it
wasn't ny function to | eave the venue to go search this
person out .

I EN: Let nme ask you this. Wuld having a
countersurveillance unit have been beneficial in this
particul ar situation?

I  Ycs. | believe it would' ve been

benefi ci al .
HSGAC Majority [EEEERVA2)YA%s
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I For that same function. And this
Is my understanding. I'mnot trained in
countersurveillance. | don't operate those units. M

under st andi ng of countersurveillance it woul d ve been
simlar to that vice teamthat was described. They

woul d' ve been in plain clothes. They woul d' ve been noving
outsi de the venue. They woul d' ve been in a better position
to look for this person. They don't typically operate
within the venue. They typically operate outside of the
venue, i s ny understandi ng.

EIEEERE: And what training do you receive as a
protective intelligence agent?

KEEEEE: Sc the training that | received was
part of the crimnal investigative training, the Secret
Service training at the John J. Rowley Training Center. W
have a protective intelligence section of training which
covers the investigations, threat investigations as a

whol e. That was ny initial training.

e Wen was that?
R  Vhen | went through training in 2003.
ERIEEEME: And do you receive any continuing

training or, you know, any other training since then on

protective intelligence?

I As far as the role of a site Pl person

as a post-stander or as --
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EEIESl: | nean, that's 20-plus years.
Technol ogy has evol ved.

IS But | was also running, at that tine,
i n Phoenix, | was running all of our protective
intelligence investigations. | was also on the JTTF. |

have extensive experience with protective intelligence.
[BISIEEE: So ny question nore generally is do you

think there is sufficient training as it relates to

protective intelligence and sufficient ongoing training for

agents |like yourself that commt to service with Secret

Servi ce?

S \Wth regard to the functions that |
was fulfilling that day and what | was doing, | think there
was adequate training for that. | don't think any

addi tional training could have been provided to avoid this
situation with regard to what | was tasked with that day.
Does that nake sense?

Rl VYes. And in addition to the gap in
comruni cati on, which I know we've di scussed, and Trooper

did not have a local radio and there were issues

wth Secret Service comunications, as well, it sounds
like, in this particular instance -- correct ne if I'm
wong -- thereis agapin arole really here. |s that

al so accurate?

T | can say that, in retrospect, |ooking
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| ocal assets that were available that day. | would like to
have known that there was a teaminside that building. Had
| known that and had | known Trooper or soneone in
the Security Room had communication with them | would' ve
requested that that team | ook for this person. Perhaps
intelligence could ve been shared sooner. | didn't know

that at the tinme, and I wasn't in charge of setting that

up. | could only respond to what was told to ne.
EIEET: | just have another question about that

day, because it sounds |ike there were a nunber of things
goi ng on, and you nentioned the crowd control that you felt
| i ke you really needed to be present for. D d you respond
to any nedi cal energencies, as well? Qur understanding is
it was a very hot day and there were a nunber of nedical
ener genci es.

I | personally responded to several .

R Wen you say several, over 10? Under
10? Over 15?

I Between 5 and 10.
ERSEl: Between 5 and 10. And is that part of

your role either as a junp team | ead and/or protective
I ntelligence agent?

DTN 't is not.
EEESIEE: And did responding to those nedical

105
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energencies interfere with your primary duties as a
protective intelligence agent?

N | do not believe they did. | would
not have diverted fromny duties had | been called to
respond to a protective intelligence call. | would not
have stopped responding in order to render aid to sonebody
in the crowmd. At the tine that | rendered aid | was not
tasked with anything else in that nonent, and | observed
soneone in a nedical enmergency situation and was in a
position to assist.

EEOEEEl: | 'd like to ask a couple of questions on
I ntelligence, both before the event as well as at the
event. Do you usually receive intelligence in advance of
an event, as a site protective intelligence agent and/or a
junp team | ead?

BN  Voically, as a site Pl agent, there
is sone sort of intelligence briefing provided by the PI
advance agent.

EESSIEE: And did you receive that in advance of

the July 13th rally?

D ' did not.
el Do you know why not?
DTS | don't.

NI Did you ask Special Agent about

It?
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IS ' did not.
ERICE: For the July 13th rally, did you receive

any intelligence in advance relating to President Trunp or
the event itself?

S | did not.

EEIEM: For the July 13th rally, did you receive
any intelligence in advance related to |Iran?

IS | did not.

ERICEEl: \Vere you aware of any intelligence or
threat information that led to Secret Service counter

sni pers being sent to the July 13th rally?

I | Was not aware, no.
Bgr: | just want to follow up on a few prior

questions. Wen you answered earlier about staffing
guestions you nentioned that certain roles, you believe,
the Secret Service is better positioned to fill anong the
protective intelligence role. Wen you returned to the
stage left and thereby |left the |ocal | aw enforcenent
officials to continue to search for the individual, is
there a Secret Service role, you believe, that should have
been fulfilled, or sone asset, sone training that Secret
Servi ce possesses that |ocal |aw enforcenent do not, that

shoul d have been in place to continue that search?

T oo At that time, the prinmary
obj ective was to |locate and detain this individual. That
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could be effected by anyone in | aw enforcenent.

Bgr: Wth respect to the search that continued
when you returned to stage left, did it ever get
comuni cated to you that this individual was seen running?

Winess — JNY

And when you were at stage left, returned
to stage left, up until the tinme that you heard shots
fired, did you reach out to any of your communications to
get an update, an assessnent, on whereabouts | ocati on,
detention of the individual?

I Ven | returned to the stage left area
| had a verbal conversation with Special Agent
| received the text nessage photo. | passed the text
nmessage photo. That was when the information about the
novi ng towards the Sheetz was communi cated. The next piece
of information that | received was that sonmeone was on the
roof of the AGR building. Wen | received that information
| was unaware it was the sanme person. It wasn't
comruni cated the sane person with the rangefinder was on
the roof. Wen | received the information about the person
on the roof | processed that as a new problem | did not
follow up on the search for the individual. | was now
trying to | ocate and address the individual on the roof.

(BISIEE™: So prior to the information you received

about the individual on the roof, when you're still aware
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of the fact that the individual you were trying to

i dentify had not been identified, does that piece of

I nformation, the duration of tinme in which you are | ooking
for somebody, not able to find that person, factor into the

assessnent you nmake about the threat |evel?

I he fact that we couldn't find them
does that factor in? | believe, and | recall at the tine,

with the information the person is noving towards Sheetz, |

recall now that | believed Sheetz was a street. | didn't
know it was a gas station. | thought it was a street. At
the time, | was operating under the assunption that that

person was | eaving the venue, or was |eaving the area,
rather. The fact that we couldn't find them| actually
t hought was a mtigating factor. | think the hope at that
point is that this person has noved on. And then with
soneone on the roof, okay, now we've got a new issue to
address. That's not to say that | was nore concerned or
| ess concerned. The |evel of concerned maintains. And
again, we're talking mnutes in processing tine here.
EEe™: So correct nme then if |I'mwong, but based
on what you said, the duration in time in which sonebody
that you're trying to identify and | ook for, the duration
of that tinme when you have not found sonebody, does factor
Into your assessnent of the threat level, and in this case

that duration, coupled with the information you received
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about where you believed he was headi ng, away fromthe
event, the way in which that assessnent went was threat
| evel down, not up.

M. Not threat level down. Threat |evel
remai ns the sane. W continue what we're doing. W
continue | ooking. And also, at the sane tinme, | know
there's sone concern about nmy presence in the stage |eft
area doing crowd control. The way site Pl operates, in ny
under standi ng, training, and experience, you need to be in
relatively close proximty to the protectee. For exanple,
If a threat energes fromthe cromd you need to be able to
I mredi ately respond to that. A threat from outside the
venue, froman el evated position, is not sonething |'m able
to respond to on foot, in the venue, as an intelligence
response agent.

So at that time the threat |evel doesn't go down. It
still remains the same. But there are additional areas of
concern, mainly the crowd, access to the notorcade, and now
someone on the roof.

EEEEI: And just to fully understand --

I ! just want to say that she never
testified that there was a, quote, "threat |level,"” end

quote. She never said that, and | don't believe that she

bel i eved that there was.

So to further --

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

IS lLet's just use the right phrasing.
RINEEN: So to further probe this |ine of

questioning then, during that tinme the duration does go
i nto your assessnent of the individual you are searching
for. |Is that correct? | wll set aside the question of
the | evel, and whether that |level rises to the position of
threat versus suspicion. But that is one of the factors,

the duration of tine.

I |f they're not seen in the area
continuing the behavior, they're still a concern because

they could return. They could be anywhere in the area.
So, of course, you're still looking for them and you
woul dn't stop until after the visit, | suppose, when
everything is done. |'mnot really understandi ng what
you're trying to get at here. |It's still a concern the
entire tine. That doesn't ever change. The fact that
they're not seen, to ne it doesn't affect the |evel of
concern at all, in one way or the other. | nean, you're
still concerned, but the fact that they're not in the

I medi ate area, is certainly better because they're not
visibly attenpting to access the site of the protectee.

RIEIEE®]: That's what I'mtrying to get at --

winess NGRS
RISIN: -- assessing whether the situation you're

addressing is better or worse. Your answer is it was

111
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better, based on the information you had.

winess  HEERCXS

B ITE™: The nunber of years of experience you've
had, for the events you have worked during that experience,
have you ever been at an event where there was an
i ndi vi dual who had been identified as a threat and not

suspi ci ous?

Winess ——— HENRCXS
BONIEE™: And can you describe that?
I | was a protective intelligence

advance agent for the visit of the Vice President to
Phoeni x, Arizona. Months prior there was a protester along
t he notorcade route who threw an unknown |iquid substance
at the notorcade. She struck several Phoeni x police
officers on notorcycles. She then fled the area. | was in
t he notorcade so | continued with the notorcade to the next
site and assisted with hazmat and decon. The site
protective intelligence advance agent, or site agent, post-
stander, the Pl person at that site, with | ocal police,
after we left, was able to |locate and contact that person.
That person was arrested and then taken to a | ocal
precinct, and | later interviewed them

Rere: M followup question was whet her that

person was detained. You said she was.

I She was detained, arrested, and

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

i nterviewed by Secret Service and Phoeni x PD.

I™: And in your experience have you ever been a
part of an event where an individual was determned to be a
threat but was not detained, to your know edge?

N ot to ny know edge, no.

Nar: Prior to July 13th, have you ever been at
an event, working at an event, where shots were fired?

Winess — HEENGS

(RIIPE: Prior to July 13th, have you ever been at
an event where the threat level didn't rise to the occasion
where shots were actually fired but there was a dangerous
weapon identified?

I At a previous Trunp rally, again, this
Is in Mesa, Arizona, we had a person go through a
magnet oneter screening with a weapon in her purse. She had
a firearmin her purse that she clainmed to have forgotten
about. She had forgotten it was there. She was denied
entry and asked to | eave the venue, and she left the venue
with the weapon in her purse. And |legally owned and
stored. And she cooperated and |eft the venue. She was
identified. W ran checks.

There are certain states where open carry is all owed.
| was working shifts with President Carter in downtown
Pl ai ns, Georgia, and we had an individual wal ki ng around

the event we were attending with a weapon in plain sight,
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hol stered on his belt.
So yes, |'ve encountered dangerous weapons. | forget
what the question was.

: You' ve answered it --

DS C<ay.
BIEa™: -- whether or not you've ever been involved

. You're good.

Winess —— HENOGVS
EE: Last question fromne and I'I1 turn it over

to nmy coll eague, Have you ever learned after the
fact that you were at an event where a weapon was present
that was not identified during the event?

I ot that |'maware of.

[RIEeel: Coing back to the issue of the nedical
energenci es, you responded to 5 to 10, you said?

winess — HENACES

EIE: D d any of those nedical energencies
come up after you | earned of the suspicious person?

IS  hey did not.

CEIEEMl: Okay. At any point that day, whether it
was before the event started, you know, during planning
bri efings or wal kt hroughs, or during the event, informally,
did you ever communi cate or convey to other Secret Service

personnel or any state and |ocal |aw enforcenent the
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| nportance of communicating via radio?

DS Did 17 No.
EEIET: You didn't, either in a briefing or

informally, talk about the inportance of conmunicating via

radi o?

I ot that | recall, no.

RN el: kay. You said when shots were fired
you were at stage left. |Is that right/

Winess NGRS

TN EA. D d you observe | ocal |aw enforcenent

fire their weapon?

IS ' did not.
R Have you since |earned that |ocal |aw

enforcenent did fire their weapon, at Crooks, that is?

MM | read in nedia and like general
reports that Secret Service did. | don't renenber hearing

or reading specifically local |aw enforcenent did, no.

RISt Ckay. That's all | had. I'Il turn it
over to my colleague fromPSI majority.

IS \othing fromnme. Thank you.

EEIESMl: | just have a few nore follow up

guestions. You' ve been with Secret Service for over 20
years at this point. Can you describe your general
schedul e, hours, and travel, and if that has changed at all

In the past, since you've joined, for better or for worse?
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I So when | joined the Secret Service

George W Bush was in office. Social nedia did not exist.
So nost of the protective intelligence and the threat

I nvestigati ons we conducted were letter witing in nature,
not a lot of online or posted threats. So fromthat
aspect, with the evolution of the internet and soci al
nmedi a, the anobunt of threats that we investigate, the
nunber of threats towards our protectees, in ny experience,
has i ncreased significantly. The nunber of protectees
since that time have increased significantly, which affects
our travel, which affects the nunber of people that we use
to secure venues.

So | would say there's been a steady increase in the
anount of travel, in the size, prior to the election of
President Trunp. | do not recall any tinme prior to that
doi ng outdoor rallies of this nature with this anmount of
frequency. It is ny personal opinion, nmy experience, that
he's the first protectee to hold rallies of this nature on
a regqular basis. And it's been ny experience they are very
difficult to secure, due to the sheer size and nunber of
att endees.

Wth the presidential canpaigns evolving as they have
since 2003, even this canpaign conpared to the |ast has
been a much nore stringent pace. This previous rotation I

was on | traveled for four weeks straight. Prior to that |
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was at the U N for 11 days. Prior to that | was
traveling for three weeks. Prior to that was the Butl er
Incident. There's very little down tinme during canpaign
year .

In a non-canpai gn year, as | said the nunber of
protectees have increased, so the protective travel
I ncreases. The protective intelligence cases increases.
To give you an exanple, after the July 13th rally I was
home with ny famly for approximately a week. During that
time, because | was a protective intelligence person for
Phoeni x, | believe we got half a dozen threat cases in
those seven days, just in our district alone, directed at
former President Trunp.

EEIYEEcal: VWat do you nean by received half a
dozen threat cases? You nean --

BN Notifications fromour headquarters,
Protective Intelligence Division, that persons in our
district had threated to kill President Trunp, and that we
needed to conduct a prelimnary investigation, six in seven
days.

BT And that is also part of your job
responsibilities.

I hat was part of ny responsibility in
addition to traveling for the canpaign.

So that changed. It's constantly evolving, the pace.
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As | said, the nunber of protectees, the evol ution of
the internet, it's certain nmade things nore chall enging
than they were 21 years ago.

CEICEM: To your know edge, have any Secret
Service personnel involved in the July 13th event been
renmoved fromduty, reassigned, placed on | eave, or
term nat ed?

IS 0 ny know edge, sone agents were, and
| don't know the term nol ogy, but were working from hone,
that were renoved fromtravel and canpai gn duties.

I EE: Have you received any disciplinary
actions, either telework duties, admnistrative | eave,
anything el se, from Secret Service after the event?

BN | have not.

GEESIEE: \Wat happened at the July 13th rally was
a, quote/unquote, "near m ss" or what Secret Service refers
to as a, quote, "unusual protective event and incident."

Are you famliar with that term nol ogy?

M | 've heard it before.
NI Al Are you aware of any other such events

in the past?

MM hat | personally was involved in?

N Any that you were not --
Y. Historically, I"'maware. The
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assassi nation attenpt on President Reagan.
I A: But during your tenure?
I During ny tenure, | believe there was

t he shoe-throwi ng event with George Bush. Soneone renoved
a shoe and threwit at him So, for exanple, the protester
t hrowi ng t he unknown substance at the VP, that woul d be
al so an unusual incident or protective -- the term nol ogy
they used, forgive nme. |I'magetting tired.

EEEIEEl: That's okay. Were there any, to your
knowl edge, Secret Service protocols or policies on July

13th that were either not foll owed or deviated fronf

M ot that |'maware of.
RSl | knowit's been a few nonths, and

you've had tinme to reflect on what has happened. And the
former and acting Director of the Secret Service have both
testified before Congress that operational failures did
occur that day and there has been our investigation and our
report, and | know a House report as well as the

I ndependent review panel report. Based on your experience,
you know, fromthe past, since 2003, with the Service, and
the expertise that you' ve garnered since then, what is your

assessnment of what failures occurred on July 13th?

I | think, as |'ve spoken to earlier,
for me personally, with ny role that day, | wsh | had nore

knowl edge of the nunber of |ocal and state assets that were
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there. | wish | had known all of the teans that were in
pl ace and what their roles were. | understand why | wasn't
briefed on that at the tine.

Knowi ng now what we know now, | think it's nore
i nportant, and | think it's worth noting, going forward
after that day, | have found nyself in a position, as a
Security Room agent. | have been assigned that role as a
post-stander. And | have taken it upon nyself to speak to
any |l ocal assets that are in that roomwth nme and ask who
is here. | want all of the assets, everyone that is here,
do you have communication with all of them | think that
was sonet hing that could have been better that day, know ng
t he nunber of assets we had and being able to conmunicate
with all of them |If we had gotten information when Crooks
was first spotted, | feel |like we could have disrupted the
event, either through an interview or renoval or detention
of him Again, hindsight is 20/20, but | think that
certainly woul d have hel ped.

MRIEEETE: And based on your experience, both that
day but al so your over 20 years of service, there have been
a nunber of reforns proposed and al so Secret Service has
announced reforns itself. In your review, are those
reforns that Secret Service has announced so far sufficient

to address the problens that occurred on July 13th?

EEEEE: | think they're ongoing, and | think
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they're evolving. | have seen sone adjustnments with
regard to radi o conmuni cati on and support for cell phone
communi cation that | think are inportant. | think it's
going to continue to evolve and change, now that the
canpaign is, for the nost part, over, and we go forward
Wi th new protective strategies.

R Il: s there anything else you'd like to
share specifically with regard to reforns or challenges in
i npl ementing themthat you think we should be aware of ?

M | think it's clear through the nunber
of conversations we've had today regarding ny concern with
crowd control in that stage left area, and | said this to
another group, and I'll be brief. Wen you have a crowd
the size of 15,000 people, | would conpare that day to an
outdoor concert. |If anyone has been to an outdoor concert
in alarge field wth several thousand people, there's
general ly sone kind of asset that is there for crowd
control, as far as getting people into their seats, out of
their seats, making sure they don't go to restricted areas.
| think that would have been an asset that day, if we had
had sonmeone dedi cated specifically to that. For exanple,
medi cal callouts, verbal altercations at the checkpoint.

And | think personally that it's incunbent on the host
committee, canpaign staff, or the venue to provide that, to

ask Secret Service to essentially do crowd control in
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addition to responding to threats, which |I'm not saying
we were asked to do that that day. But that's the biggest
threat is the human factor. Wen you have 15, 000 people in
a venue, it's a concern. And | think going forward if
we're going to be hosting rallies of that size we need sone
sort of assistance with that, so we can focus on the
pr ot ect ee.

EIIEEI: Understood. And so you just tal ked
about crowd control. You tal ked about the changi ng threat
| andscape and al so the changi ng technol ogi cal | andscape
t hat has increased the nunber of threats, and the roles of
Secret Service agents and what they're expected to do and
how t hey' re expected to respond.

Is there anything el se that we haven't asked about
that you think should be addressed or you want to bring to

our attention today?

I ot at this time, no.
EIE: Thank you. I'Il turn it over to ny

col | eague, M. BEIINEL [sic].
TNYEA: Thank you. This is EEHINIIY ,

Senator Paul's office, back again, and |'ve just got a few
guestions. You tal ked about hindsight is 20/20, but isn't
that the purpose of security and advance, to plan for the

unf or eseen?

I 't is. However, you can't anticipate
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every threat. No one is omipresent, is all-know ng.
You can plan for everything that you can, and sone things

are out of your control.

CEIEAl: Vére you given the opportunity to
review the | ocal ops plans?

IENE: | was not.

Il Are you allowed to | ook at those?

M | can't imagine | wouldn't be. It's
not sonething that's typically provided to the post-
st ander s.

EE I Al: The only reason | ask that is because

you' ve repeated nultiple tinmes you wi shed you woul d' ve
known. You wi shed you woul d've known. There was an
opportunity to know, and it was within those operations
plans. And that's a question | just can't understand,
because we've even heard testinony fromthe | ead counter
sniper that didn't review the |ocal operations plans. |Is

that nornal ?

I | don't know what their protocol is.
| know they're not typically provided to the post-standers.
EESIIYAll: Do you think that's sonething that

woul d be nice, noving forward, that we offer to them to

| ook at? Because it would' ve hel ped you, | think. Am|I
correct?
N 't would ve helped ne, | think. That
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woul d be hel pful going forward.

CEEIIEl: | just want to clarify a couple of
things and I'Il it along to them | think we've covered

al nrost everything that I'm | ooking for today.
W had a little discrepancy because | think you said
that the counter snipers were | ooking for suspicious people

too. AmI correct, is that's what they were | ooking for?

S And again, |'mnot a counter sniper.
| can't speak to what their directive is. [|'ve worked in

t he counter sniper response position, and | have responded

to things like, "There's soneone along the fence line in

this area that's supposed to be restricted. | want you to
respond and find out who that is." | have done that as a
counter sniper response agent. It's been ny experience

that's part of their function.

GEESIEl: The only reason | ask is because under
the testinony from Special Agent he said that the
Pl's job was to | ook for suspicious people, and the counter
sniper's job is to look for threats. And | know it sounds
| ike mnutiae, but there is a difference between suspicion
and a threat. And | just wanted to clarify for the record,
Is that correct in what he is assessing there, that that's
the rol es?

N He's not incorrect. | think it

depends on your personal definition of suspicious and
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threat. Again, |I've worked in both roles, and |I've been
asked to respond to everything froma fuel truck noving on
a runway that was supposed to a ranp freeze and to soneone
standing on a fence line. They overlap to a degree with
the distinction that counter sniper would respond
specifically to directions fromthe counter sniper advance
and counter sniper team Protective intelligence not
necessarily.

ERSIEAl: Ckay. You nentioned a while ago that
you were at an event where people carried open carry. |
just want to nmake sure. Soneone with a gun, does that

necessarily make thema threat, the possession of the

weapon?

M 't does not, but | believe the
guestion was have you been at an event where a weapon was
present.

HSGAC Minority  HEESXCM

IS And | have.  You know, and it doesn't

necessarily make that person a threat, but when you're
standi ng next to a protectee, responsible for them you

certainly want to know where that weapon is at all tines.

ERIIStl: And their hands.

winess — [ENSTIIRY
EEIEIESTal: Last thing | have, because you talked

about actionable intelligence and tineliness of
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intelligence. Wuld it have been beneficial -- because
you said even in your text to your counterparts that if you
had nore tine, and that's one thing we're just not able to
make. But would it have hel ped you if you' d have seen the
photo of M. Crooks at 5:45 p.m?

T | think it would' ve been hel pful from
t he aspect of sharing intelligence and know ng who we were
| ooking for. | certainly would ve wanted to know as soon
as possi ble exactly who we were | ooking for.

ERearteal: !f you had received it at 5:45, would
you have passed that along to other individuals so that
they could create that actionable intelligence? Because |

think that's where you're trying to get from

DN Yeah. Yeah.
A Just general intel, actionable.
IS | would've passed it as soon as |

received it.

EESIIYl: The reason | asked that specifically is
because under testinony from other individuals, the counter
sni per |ead had that photo at 5:45 p. m

I Ckay. | didn't know that.

CEIl: And a lot of other people did not know
t hat either.

I C<ay. Yeah, | would've passed it

al ong.
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RIEESTEl: Thank you. And the last thing that

| wanted to ask, did you ever assune the role, transition -
- | know you're on the JTTF FBI. Was there any tinme during
that day that you had to assune the role to assist them as
an FBI JTTF or anything like that? Ws there ever a
crossover in your role?

MM No. There was not a crossover. | did
brief the FBI as they arrived at the site to take over on
what | knew. And we haven't really touched on this, and
"1l be brief. But after the shooting, after President
Trunp was evacuated, part of my post responsibilities was
crinme scene response. So at that point |I'mthen assisting
wi th renmoving the public, securing evidence, turning the
scene over to the FBI. So |I briefed themto that degree,

but | didn't do any investigations.

CEIIl: But you were acting under the role of
the U.S. Secret Service at that point.

Y. Yes. Never inny role as a task force
of ficer.

CEEIESAl: And the last thing | want to clarify is

you di d not hear anyone say anythi ng about a man on the
roof with a gun.

IS | nrever heard any nention of a weapon
at any tine.

AN al. And the reason | nention that is
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because in in our last interviewwth M. he
specifically stated, on page 150 of his transcript, that he
shouted out -- well, he said he spoke out loud. | don't

t hi nk he said he shouted -- that there was a man on the
roof with a gun. He specifically said that, and he

menti oned that you were in the proximty. Not that you
coul d hear everything, but |I just wanted to confirm you

di d not hear anything about the gun. Correct?

N | did not hear himshout that, that |
recall, no.

Mo l: That's all the questions | have, and
thank you for your tine, and I'll pass it to ny coll eagues.
BRI : | 'd just like to correct the record

briefly. | know a few hours ago we asked about the text

message that Special Agent sent to you. So I'm
showi ng you what, | believe we're on Exhibit 9, what's been
mar ked as Exhibit 9.

[ Exhibit No. 9 was

mar ked for identification.]

EEIEEl: !s this the text nmessage conmuni cation?

The names are redacted, so | want to make sure it's
accurate, and if so, the tine is stanped as not 5:52 p.m
but 6:04 p.m

Winess NGRS
I And who sent this nessage?
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M his would' ve been from [N
to ne.
NGl That's all. | just wanted to make sure

the record is accurate.
LTI Agent wi th
Senator Johnson's office. So 5 p.m on July 13th the shots

fired. Discuss your comunications with Agent [N

N Wth regard to the shots, or --
ISl Al of it. From5 p.m on.
I O Gay. | don't recall

conversations or specific, anything specific prior to
getting the initial report of the person on the fence |ine.
We wor ked toget her throughout the day, so from5 p.m to
the point where | went to the fence line to initially | ook
for this person | don't recall anything specific with him
After the fence line | encountered himin the stage
| eft area, as | said before. | renenber speaking to him
telling himthe information |I had, suspicious person on the
fence line with a rangefinder. | believe that he had the
same information. The photo was shared. After the photo
was shared there was the intelligence that sonmeone was on
the roof. | recall speaking with himand that we were both
trying to determ ne where the AGR building was and how to
get over there.

Then the shots rang out. Special Agent and
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| were right next to the pneumatic lift that was hol di ng
t he speakers in the air, and it's nmy belief that the first
shot hit that |lift and it punctured the tube, sending gas
and shrapnel onto Agent and nyself, and it
dropped the speakers to the bottomof the |lift. And then |
remenber hearing shots fired, and | believe |I | ooked at
and at that time we thought the Iift had failed.
At that tine we weren't aware that it was gunshots, that we
t hought sonething had mal functioned with the Iift and
dropped the speakers, creating the noise. And then |
remenber hearing additional shots after that.

We took cover behind the lift, behind the tires, and
then | lost track of himafter that point. | then
encountered himlater on, and we worked toget her throughout

the evening. But after the shots |I don't recall seeing or

speaking to himuntil later that eveni ng.
Bl 2 C<ay. \Wen you get the report of the

suspi ci ous person and you go over to the fence line, who
specifically was there?

DECN:  \Vth ne?

Psi vinoriy  ESRCES

= Trooper and then Trooper, |
think it was or Cor por al W were on the golf

cart together, and I think you can see it in the photo.

When we got over to the fence |line there was a | ocal
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tactical team and then there was a uniformed trooper
at, | think it was Post 4, outside the gate. | renenber

that group of us in that area.

Do you renenber any of their nanmes?
I \o.

EIEtll: Vés the Butler sheriff -
I 'he Butler sheriff?

Bl Véas a nenber of the Butler Sheriff's

Departnent in that group?

IS | don't recall, no.
EIESM: 2 Ckay. Did those individual you spoke to

al ong the fence line, there was no di scussion of any of
t hose people leaving their posts to go out and | ook for the
suspi ci ous person?

M | don't recall, no. The tactical team
that was there, their spot where they were holding in
support of Secret Service tactical team it was ny
understanding. And then the trooper was in a fixed post at
that gate. So there was no discussion, or no direction

fromnme for themto do anything, that | renenber.

ISl So no one in that group, at that tine,
t hought one of us should go outside the perineter.

IS oo Not that | recall.

EIIESEl: Do you renenber a Pennsylvania State

Trooper naned EEERIEE S ?
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MM ot off the top of ny head, no.

EIESEl: | believe he's the one who was partnered
wi th Agent

I | vwasn't aware Agent had a
partner.

EBEISiAll: Had you ever worked at an event with
Agent before? Do you know Agent

I | had not. | nmet himthat day.

Il So after shots are fired at 6:11 p.m on

July 13th, what did you do?

I After the shots were fired, and then
Presi dent Trunp was on stage, he was covered by his detail,
| remenber shouting at people in the crowd to get down.
They had stood and started cheering when President Trunp
stood. He was evacuated, and then | noved into a position
on the bl eachers and started giving the crowd direction to
evacuate and | eave the venue. | went around to a nunber of
the post-standers in ny inmediate area that | could
contact, and | gave themdirection with regard to hol di ng
t heir post, nmaintaining evidence.

| worked nmy way back up to the Security Room clearing
out general public and securing the crinme scene. And then
| went into the Security Room and | believe | spoke with
the Security Room agent, and it was | spoke

with local |aw enforcenent, the FBI, the site assist agent,
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a nunber of people, as far as getting the FBI in and
turning the scene over to them and then accounting for

post -standers. | provided SAC of Buffalo a list of all the
post - stander nanmes and contact information to be turned

over to the FBI, assisted in getting themoff post, things

| i ke that.
EIESA: Did you ever go over to the AGR property?
B | drove the FBI over to that area. |

didn't enter the building or go on top of the roof at any
time. | gave thema ride in the golf cart to that area.
They didn't know how to get over there, so | drove them

around, dropped them off, and canme back.

EIESEl: You drove who specifically fromthe FBI?

DN | believe it was the special agent in
charge and one of his agents.

EINES: '"he SAIC of Pittsburgh FBI?

I | think so, yeah. | had sent himthe

photo earlier. They were going over there in an attenpt to

i dentify the shooter.

EIfEEl: Wat tinme was that at?
I hat was, | think it was one of those

text nessages that didn't go through. One of those was to

the special agent in charge of the Pittsburgh. So that

woul d' ve been either at, | believe it was at 8:15 p. m
RIS Ckay. Can you describe the AGR property
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when you get over, when you drive over the FBI SAIC at
8: 157

I 't was as it had | ooked earlier. It
was |ike an industrial property, a nunmber of buil dings,

nondescri pt.

EEEl: \Wat was happeni ng when you went over
t here?

I There were a nunber of uniforned
police in and around the area. | didn't really spend any
time there or interact with anybody. | dropped them off

and drove back over to the Security Room

ISl Sco you had sone interactions with the
FBI. Any interactions wth the ATF?
I V¢ don't want to go into any details

about their investigation or conversations about ATF or
FBI. W' ve been very careful not to divul ge any of those
di scussions. W have no authority fromthe FBlI or ATF to
tal k about --

EIESEl: MW question was did she interact with ATF

on July 13th.

I ot that | was aware of, no.
ELEESA: Do you know if Crooks was on any |ocal,

state, or federal |aw enforcenent radar before July 13th?

D | do not.
EIOSEl: O July 13th, did you receive any
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comruni cati ons regardi ng soneone al ong the fence |line of

concern with a red shirt or a neon, high visibility shirt?
I | recall areport of an unattended

bi cycl e and a bag.

EINSEl: He' s asking you about a red shirt. Just

answer the question.

IEENEE And | believe there was soneone in

that area with a red shirt, but nothing specific, no.

EINESA: So you heard about the red shirt on July
13t h?

M. There was soneone in ared shirt in
that area. | renenber hearing that at sone point, but

not hi ng speci fic.

EIDESAl: \Were did you hear that fronf
EEENEE | believe it was afterwards. A person

had been detained to be interviewed. And | renenber
sonmeone saying this was the guy in the red shirt, by the
bike. | had nothing to do with it. It was information
that had been passed to nme. | think one of the post-

standers was bringing himin for an interview.

EEEl: 2 Ckay. Do you know who Officer
[ph] 1s?

MY ot off the top of ny head, no.
T Wo were the people right around you,

right before shots were fired? What are their nanes?
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IS "he only nanes that |'m aware of

vwer e T d and then Special Agent I

didn't know everyone's individual names of the uniforned

troopers or the EOD technicians that were in the area.
EIIETE: But there were nore people around you at

t hat nonment.

M. here were nore people in that area,
yes.

Did you at any tinme receive information
that a suspicious person was inside the security perineter?

winess ——— JEENG

EIISM: Do you have any idea why potentially

someone on the Secret Service believed the suspicious

person was inside the security perineter?

= o. That was not conmunicated to ne.
IS D d you use your Secret Service device to

comruni cate that day?

DIZSEEEN: The cellphone?
PSI Minority ~ HEEER(CER

winess — NCCS
PSI Minority . Do you use your personal cellphone on
July 13t h?

I o. | didn't know anyone personally.

| didn't have their personal cell phones.

S A No. D d you use your personal cell phone
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t hat day.
I ot to talk to anybody in the venue,
no. | used it to call ny famly to |let them know | was
saf e.
Il Rioght. Since July 13th, do you know
anyt hi ng about how Crooks arrived in Butler that day?
IEEEEE Oy what's been reported in the news.
EIEEl: And what's that?
Y. 'hat he drove a vehicle, his own
vehicle, or a parent's vehicle. |'mnot sure which.
EEINESMA: Co you know where he ended up | eaving the
vehi cl e?
M | don't.
B B I ust a few followup

guestions. Wre you aware of other federal |aw enforcenent

agents at the rally prior to shots fired?

BN | was not.

RIS You were not at the tine. Have you
been nade aware since, or you' re not aware altogether?

I 'he FBI was there after the fact, but
prior to the shooting, no, | wasn't aware of any ot her

federal presence.
IS Understood. Were you ever nmade aware
of a suspicious backpack or bike being identified at the

rally, or not at the rally but near the rally?
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MY oo Along that fence line |
remenber a report that there was an unattended, |ike there

was a bi ke and a backpack that were unattended. Nothing
suspi cious. There's a difference between unattended and
suspi cious. Suspicious would indicate that snoke or wires

or fluid. Unat t ended neans no one is around their

property.
B VWen were you made aware of that?
M ' and around the tinme that we were

made aware of the person on the fence line with the

rangef i nder.

EIEEE: Vo made you -- sorry, go ahead.
BN VWen | was over there on the fence
line, looking at the fence line, there was a nunber of
people. | believe there was the bike. There was the wonan
on the horse. | think it was passed to ne at that tine.
Bt VWo shared that information with you?
I 't would' ve been one of the officers
that was there, posted on that fence line area. | don't

know exact!|y who.

ESEE: And the purpose of you finding out

about that information, was the intention for you to go and

I nvestigate that, as well?

I | think at that tine they were

reporting anything that they could to help | ocate or pass
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intelligence regarding this person. |I'mnot sure if
t hey thought it was relevant or not. | do recall soneone

telling ne that.

EICESE: So you found this out after hearing
about a suspicious individual?

Y ' that sane tinme frame, when we were
| ooki ng al ong the fence line at everyone and everyt hing.

IS D d you see the backpack and bi ke
yoursel f?

I | don't recall specifically, no. |

remenber there were several people on bicycles and on foot,
and a horse, and there were a nunber of things over there.
| don't recall the specific bicycle or backpack being

ment i oned.

Bl D d you and Trooper di scuss the
bi ke and backpack?

I | don't recall.

ESEE: You nentioned the individual on the
horse a fewtinmes. Wen did you see that person?

N At the sane tinme that we were | ooking
for Crooks. There were people with cell phones and caner as.
There were a nunber of people on that fence I|ine.

IS And when you saw the individual on the

horse, where were you | ocated?

Y. ' that area along the chain-link

139
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fence, was Posts 4 and 5.

IS V¢ére you ever nade aware of any
I ndi vi dual s associated with that property, which you | ater
found out was AGR, dealing with people who had congregated

i n and around that property?

I ot specifically, no.
IS \Wen you post the individuals at Posts

4 and 5, did they nmention to you about dealing with people

in that area outside of the fence |ine?

I | don't recall. | recall they were
just reporting to ne what they were observing.

Il And what was that?

I 'he gentleman with the rangefinder,
that we had the physical description of. | renenber them

poi nting out a bike that was unattended, and the fact that
a cromd, a small crowd of approximately 10, 12 people, had

gathered in that area. Nothing nore.

EESE: Just to be clear, did they tell you
that they had observed the individual with the rangefinder?
EE:  Yeah, | believe it was the tactical

teamin that area that | was speaking to that was reporting
it.
IS So again, for clarity, you first

recei ved the information about a suspicious individual

outside the fence line wwth a rangefinder, and then you
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went to talk to those individuals, Post 4 and Post 5.

And they confirned to you that they saw this individual

using the rangefinder. |Is that right?
BN 't was ny understanding they were the

reporting party. At that tinme | didn't know anyone el se

had seen them At this tine | believed this was the first
anyone is reporting any of this. | don't know anythi ng

t hat happened prior to this one call that | responded to.
So to nme, this is the first tine anyone has seen this

person. This is the first I'mlearning of it.

EIES: But you heard fromthese peopl e about
t he suspicious person? | thought you said earlier that you

heard from soneone el se about the suspicious person.
Y 71 ooper who was with ne, with
the State Police, told ne, "Hey, soneone's reporting a
suspi ci ous person on the fence line with a rangefinder."
W responded. It was ny understanding at that tine that

was the reporting party --

Psi Minority _ HESSIFECLCI
M that had informed him So we were

respondi ng to people reporting it and getting the
information fromthemdirectly.

EIESEE: 2 Ckay. So did you confirmw th them

that they were indeed the people that had reported it

prior?
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EEEEE | asked themwhat they had seen,
and they told nme. | didn't ask if they had heard this from

anybody el se.

RIS  So you still do not know today if they
were the reporting party.

I | don't know if they were the first
people to see him no. | don't knowthat. | don't know
who the first people were to see him | didn't speak to
them | didn't hear fromthem

BRI And did they identify where this
i ndi vi dual was when they saw hinf

S They said he was on the fence line.

That was the only information |I had.

IS They didn't describe what he | ooked

like to you?

Y. 'hey said he was a white nale, he was
younger, and had | ong hair.

Bl D d they say where he went?

N o They didn't know where he was.

ESSE: Vel they saw him right. So at sone
point they did see him And then where did they --

N  'hey told ne what he | ooked Iike and

where he was, and he was no |onger there. That was all
they told ne. At that point | was trying to find him

PSI Minority : And these were | ocal |aw enforcenent?
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K 't was a tactical team posted in
that 4, 5 area.
EIESAE: How many individual s?
IS  Aoproximately four, maybe five.
Bl D d you ask themif they had
comruni cated to anyone what they had seen on either radio
or text?
I 't was ny understanding that they had

comunicated it to Trooper Bl and that's why we were

t here.

EIIESE: D d Trooper ever tell you that
they were indeed the reporting party?

I ot specifically, no.

IS Cay. 11l turn it back over to ny

coll eagues in the majority.

MRoerr:  Vell, thank you very nuch for your tinmne

today, Senior Special Agent [ V¢ have tried to
cover every topic area. However, we are still in the

process of receiving productions from DHS and the
Departnment of Honel and Security and Secret Service. This
has limted our ability to be efficient and thorough, But
we hope that we have been here today. So we nmay have
further questions, and we'll followup if that is the case.
But as we nentioned at the beginning, we ask that you

not speak about what we discussed in this interview here
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today with anyone outside of who was in the room to

preserve the integrity of our investigation.

Wth that,

and wth no other questions,

the record. Thank you again.

we w il

144

go off

OIS Thank you.
[ Whereas, at 5:44 p.m, the interview was concl uded. ]
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