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APPEARANCES:

On Behal f of the Wtness:

Witness Counsel , Bracewell LLP
e Bracewel | LLP
IS A . Chief Counsel's Ofice, U.S.

Secret Service

IS Al O fice of General Counsel, DHS
Oversi ght Counsel

On Behal f of Chairman Peters:

BRI Chief Counsel/Chief Investigative Counsel,
Senat e Honel and Security and Governnental Affairs
Commttee

BRI EEE I Deputy Chief Counsel, Senate
Honel and Security and Governnental Affairs
Conmittee

BRI EEE. Senior Investigator, Senate Homel and

Security and Governmental Affairs Conmttee

HSGAC Majority , Senior Investigative Counsel,

Senate Honel and Security and Governnental Affairs

Comm ttee

On Behal f of Ranki ng Menber Paul:
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HSGAC Minority , Chief Counsel, Senate Honel and

Security and Governmental Affairs Conmttee

APPEARANCES (conti nued):
On Behal f of Ranki ng Menber Paul (conti nued):
BEESl. | nvestigator, Senate Honel and

Security and Governnmental Affairs Conmttee

On Behal f of PSI Chai rman Bl unent hal :

RIVECRAl. Seni or Counsel, Pernanent Subcomm ttee

on I nvestigations

On Behal f of PSI Ranking Menber Johnson:

B Deputy Staff Director, Pernanent

Subconm ttee on | nvestigations

PSI Minorit , Chi ef Counsel, Pernmanent

Subcommi ttee on I nvestigations

SR Staff Director, Permanent Subconmmittee

on | nvestigations
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PROCEEDI NGS

MR CGood norning. This is the transcri bed
interview of NN bLcing conducted by the
Senate Comm ttee on Honel and Security and Gover nnent al
Affairs and the Senate Permanent Subcomm ttee on
I nvesti gations.

This interview was requested by Comm ttee Chairnman
Gary Peters and Ranki ng Menber Rand Paul, as well as
Subcomm ttee Chairman Richard Bl unent hal and Ranki ng Menber
Ron Johnson, as part of the Commttee's investigation of
the July 13, 2024, assassination attenpt on forner
President Trunp, and the U.S. Secret Service planning and
security in advance of and during the events in Butler,
Pennsyl vani a, on July 13, 2024.

On July 25, 2024, Chairnen Peters and Bl unenthal, and
Ranki ng Menbers Paul and Johnson requested vol untary
transcribed interviews with Secret Service agents, and on
Sept enber 11, 2024, as well, with additional U S. Secret
Service individuals involved in the event, including M.

We are going to provide introductions of the offices
who will be conducting this interview today as well as
instructions on how we will proceed, and as we do that, i
BN | would like to start with you and just ask that

you i ntroduce yourself and your title, for the record, and

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FO A.5
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then if counsels could introduce themselves, as well.

| Witness K
T s

Witness Counsel Kl WitnessCounsel ______F

Winess Counsel T Viincss Counsel ——— JNNIRNSEY
for TN

| HSGAC Majority E for the Chief Counsel's

Office of the Secret Service.
BN : There are four offices conducting this
interview today. I will start with our office. For

Chairman Peters, my name again, HSGAC Majority . I am

the Chief Counsel and Chief Investigative Counsel for the

Committee. I am joined by my colleague, [JJERNIYETAN
Deputy Chief Counsel; |RICINIVETA S Senior Investigator;
and , Senior Counsel.

PRI : Cood afternoon. My name is

M- I am with Ranking Member Paul, and I am here with

my colleague, [EERIeTNORYIalelsivAN -

BEERESTE: 2nd I am here today with PSI Chairman
Richard Blumenthal, , Senior Counsel.

: Good afternoon, . My name
is IGSINESTA- I am with Ranking Member Ron Johnson's
office. I am joined here today with |V
Chief Counsel, and the Staff Director, . Thank

you.
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I So our plan for today is to try and go in
hour-1ong blocks. W will try and limt the nunber of
peopl e aski ng questions so you do not have to shoot back
and forth. |If we have followup we will try and introduce
that, as well. And we will plan, generally, to take a
break after an hour, but at any tinme should you need a
break we are happy to do so. |If you need water, anything
like that, just let us know.

| f our followup questions, if we ask a question that
I's conpound or confusing, please ask us to clarify and we
will be happy to do so.

The reporter is going to create a verbatimrecord of
what we di scuss today, and with that in mnd, as | amsure
you are famliar, please respond verbally because the
reporter cannot properly record a nonverbal response. Does
t hat nmake sense?

B Yes: sir.

EEESIEE: During today's interview you are required
to provide truthful answers to responses to questi ons.
This includes questions in this interview by this
Commttee's staff. And as you may be aware, pursuant to
U S. Code 18 USC 1001, it is a crinme to provide fal se,

m sl eadi ng, or inconplete answers to questions, including

guestions fromstaff. Are you famliar with this?

BTSN Yes.
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BN And is there any reason you would not be
able to provide truthful answers today?

[ Wiiness SIS

ERIEE: Today's interview is being conducted
wi t hout prejudice. Should the Conmttee have foll ow up
information, if we do need to follow up we will contact
counsel and arrange to do so. But we would ask, to
preserve the integrity of this investigation, that you not
relay to anybody outside of today's neeting the questions
we ask and the responses to those questions, to preserve
the integrity of our investigation. Does that nake sense?

| Witness  HESRCES

BONIEE: Finally, today's investigation is being
conducted in an open setting. W expect to be able to ask
questions that will elicit information that does not
inplicate classified information. However, to the extent
that our questions do inplicate infornmation you know to be
classified, please just indicate that, and to the extent
possi bl e, provide as conplete an answer as you can with
publicly available information. Should the need arise, we
have the capability, and we can set up a classified setting
in which we can address those questions. Any questions
about that?

B  No questions,
EINIE: Do you have a statenent?
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Agency Counsel HEER(TH

WSS Ckay.
INEUSAS I l: Thank you. The Secret Service and the

Departnent of Honel and Security have nmade avail able to the
Commttee, consistent with requests fromthe Chairnman,
i nformation and records that would not be publicly
rel eased. This information and records covered under the
Privacy Act, personnel and other personal privacy
information, for official use only, |aw enforcenent
sensitive records, and raw intelligence information

Wiile the Secret Service and the Departnent have nade
this information and records available to the Conmttee, we
continue to assert that such information and any di scussion
of such information is not intended for public disclosure.
The Secret Service and the Departnent are not waiving any
protections, and for the purpose of adm nistrative
efficiency and to pronote constructive dial ogue during the
transcribed interview, we are naking this assertion at the
outset of the transcribed interview, to preserve al
assertions of protection for public release or disclosure
over information or records used or discussed during the
transcribed interview

The transcript and any other attachnents are protected
fromdi ssem nation to the sane extent as the docunents and

information they are based on. Please consult with the
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10

Secret Service and the Departnent prior to any public

rel ease or disclosure. The Secret Service and the

Depart ment have not consented to and were assured that
there would not be any audio or video recordings of this
interview. The agency understands that the interview w ||
be transcribed by the court reporter, and that the court
reporter is recording for the purpose of assisting with

transcri ption.

EESIEEY: That is our understanding, as well. As per
past interviews, the only recording will be for the

pur poses of creating the transcript. The Commttee wll
retain custody of the transcript. Counsels will be
provi ded access to that transcript, to make any actual
corrections afterwards.

Wth respect to the informati on we received today, it
is the Commttee's intent to make public information it
| earns as part of future hearings or reports, as the
Conmittee has done in an interimreport released publicly
in Septenber of this year, based on information we | earned
in this investigation, and we will do so noving forward,
i ncl udi ng based on infornmation we | earn today.

However, it is the Conmttee's practice, and the
Conmittee engaged in this practice with respect to its
first interimreport, and I would expect that we would do

so noving forward, in advance of maki ng any non-public
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i nformation public, the Conmttee will provide you and your
counsel with any information we relied on, based on today's
i nterview, and provide you an opportunity in advance of
maki ng any information public, to nake any factual
corrections.

Do you have any questions about that?

CWitness BN

(RIEEER: Do you have any other questions before we
begi n t oday?

Tl o sir.

B W will, again, as | said, proceed for the
next hour, and we will start with Chairman Peters' staff

asking a first round of questions, and I will turn it over
to ny colleague now, RN to begin.

GEOIER: CGood afternoon, N

B  Good norning.
LEEEBEE: Thank you for being here today. W

appreciate it.

| would like to star by asking if you have taken any
notes, either before the rally, during the rally, or after
the rally.

BEE: | don't recall taking any notes before
or after, or before or during, but personal notes after.

RO EEA: \VWat do you nean by personal notes?

BN | just want to docunment ny experience.
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| prepared the notes to assist ny counsel with the
recol | ections of events that happened that day.
IEEEIEE: Understood. How | ong have you been with

Secret Service and in what positions?

BT | have been with the Secret Service
since January of 2009. | started off as a special agent in
the Mam Field Ofice. | transferred to the Fort Mers

Resident O fice shortly after being in Mam for

approximately 1 year. | transferred to Washington, D.C. ,
to the President's detail in August of 2017. | finished ny
time on the President's detail in July of 2021, and took a

position with M. Trunp's fornmer detail beginning in July
of 2021 through current.

GEESIEE: \Wat was your role with the Donald Trunp
Detail ?

BT | started off as a special agent. | was
a shift leader. And then in June of l|last year | was
pronoted to ASAC.

GEESLETE: And does second supervisor, a role that

you perform based on protective events as ASAC?

—Witness — HEERCES
EESIEE: Just a quick question going back to your

notes. Did you provide those notes to Secret Service, or
were those notes taken, or did you create those notes at

the direction of your counsel ?

TP One sreurggtron T2



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BEEE: The notes taken after the event was for
my counsel.

GBI : And you mentioned you were with the
Donald Trump Detail beginning July 2021. Is that correct?

BT ves

GIIXAVES iVl : How many events have you led, you know,

planned, before, either with the Donald Trump Detail or
prior, during your tenure with Secret Service?
BREEE: You want to know how many sites I have
been involved with since my career started?
EEACLEE : Roughly, in general, if you could just
walk us through approximately how many events you have

secured before and in what roles, roughly how many times

13

working advance as the lead agent or site agent or with the

detail.
BT : [t would be hard for me to approximate
each role and how many times I have done those roles. But

I can tell you that I have been a site agent, I have been a

lead advance agent, I have been a second supervisor many

times. I don't know the exact number.

ISIEEG: Over 30°?

BT : Over 30 as a site agent, for sure. As a
lead, probably less than 30. As a second supervisor,

probably 30 or more.

ERIAERd: The Preliminary Survey for the July 13th
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rally lists three Protective Division supervisors -- SAC
M VYourself, as well as Inspector Eiaed And we
understand that |nspector was shadow ng you for
the purposes of training. Wat were your respective roles

and responsibilities anong the three of you for the July

13th rally?
BES: | served as the second supervisor for

that specific event. Part of ny role is to be there to
support the | ead advance team whether that is the |ead
agent herself or hinself, the site agent, assistant site
agents. Any questions they can't resolve on their own they
can call me on and | can provide direction to them to

hel p, you know, whether it may be a problemw th staff or
with the | ocal police departnent, which is typically

handl ed by the local field office, but they may ask ne ny
opi ni on on sonet hi ng.

You know, another responsibility of the second
supervi sor would be just as a -- you're a liaison to that
field office fromthe detail.

IS | n your role supporting the advance
team is your role to support the | ead advance agent as
well as the site agent and ot her advance agents, or are you
there to support the Donald Trunp Detail agents?

B 't can be everybody on the advance team

EESCIEEE: And what did that role look like in the

TP One sreurggtron gy o7 X



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

days leading up to the July 13th rally? Wat support did

you provi de?

BEEE: Vel !, one specific exanple is the site
agent called ne about access control. She had a question

about who coul d be backstage and that was unclear. And I
provi ded her gui dance on, you know, having those people
nanme checked and where they needed to be.

BRI EEed: D d you have any involvenent in the
pl anning for the July 13th rally?

B  Not specifically. Qur operations team
woul d have notified the field office of the trip, and I
woul d have shared any information that | have, or had
received prior to the event, with the advance team for
themto incorporate into their security plans.

FSSIEA: D d SAC Il have any invol venment in

the planning for the July 13th rally?

B VWat do you nean by planning, | guess,
specifically?

BB Sure. So involvenent in review ng,
approvi ng, provide guidance or support on the security
perimeter, identifying vulnerabilities, figuring out

staffing, those types of things.

BT | wasn't too heavily involved in those
things up until, you know, the day | had a briefing from

the site agent, the lead, and the assistant site agent on

TP One sreurggtron gy o7 XC
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the 12th. So leading up to that my involvement in their
planning is minimal.

RIS td: Assistant Detail Leader also
traveled to Butler for the July 13th rally. Did he have
any role in planning for the Butler rally?

: Not that I can recall.

CEIIEEE: 2And how does the assistant detail
leader's role and responsibility differ from yours as the
second supervisor?

BRESE: I vwean, if I can't resolve something I
can go to him, to have him liaison with staff at a higher
level, and he can provide, you know, hopefully, resolution
to something like that.

EESEENIM: I am not sure I caught the answer to
your question about planning. Was SAC [{IJjjjjj irvolved in
planning at all for the July 13th rally?

BTES: Vot in like -- no. Not really.
LES

LES .

ENICTNAVET VA : That day.

BTN Thet dey.
LES

16

but as far as the items that you told me, he

doesn't have much to do with that.
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EIESm:  You nentioned that if you needed

gui dance on sonething you mght go to the Assistant Detail
Leader |l Wat is your general chain of command within

the Donald Trunp Detail ?

B | report directly to DSAC BN
GEIIE: And he reports to SAC {IEN"
BT Yes, ma' am

I EEI: And who does report to?
| Witness |l Campaign Supervisor is -- at the tine was

assigned as part of a supplenental GS- 15, because it was
during a canpai gn season so he was part of the canpaign
suppl enent supervisor team He is not assigned to the
Donal d Trunp Divi sion permanently.

BT How long had he been training to becone

a second supervisor?

BN  You know, | don't -- it is not sonething
you -- he has probably been a second supervisor before, so

it is not like you are training to becone a second
supervi sor.

Rl | see. And what was the reason then for

hi m shadowi ng you on that day?

BT Because it was his first week assigned
to the Donald Trunp Detail, in the role that he was
fulfilling, so we were just kind of getting himacclimted
to what our former detail |ooks Iike because it is quite a

TP One sreurggtron AT
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bit different than other former details.

G | see. So it is his first week within
the Donald Trunp Detail, serving as a second supervisor.

So before he actually started in that role he first
shadowed you.

BT Correct.

BRI Ckay. And | would like to get a better
sense of the typical career progression to working a Secret
Service protective event. Could you wal k us through
generally what is required? |Is |aw enforcenent experience
necessary? How |l ong does one generally remain in the field
and investigations before being pronoted to working
protective events?

BT Those tinelines can shift based on the
needs of the Service. And | can tell you ny career track.
| did 8 years in investigations in our Phase 1, where you,
you know, you are going to work white-collar crime cases
and do protection, where you get experience as a site
agent, working on a shift, doing | ead advances. You nmay be
a transportation agent one day. You may work as a
protective intelligence agent another day.

That is all Phase 1 tinme, and |like | said, | spent 8
years in that Phase 1 tine, before noving to D.C., where |
started ny Phase 2 assignnent, which is full protection.

There are no nore investigations in that tinme. During that

TP One sreurggtron gy oo 2
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time it is nore of the sanme. You are going to now do full-
time protection, which would be sites, |eads, shift work,
et cetera. And that is a 6-year commitnent.

What was the rest of your question?

BRI You nentioned that tinelines can shift
based on the needs of the Service. Have you seen those
tinmelines shift over the years that you have been in the
Service?

Winess MG

EESEEM: Have they been conpressed? Can you talk
nore about that?

BT | amnot sure why they get conpressed.
But like | said, | did 8 years, and | think the current
time frame is agents are spending 3 to 4 years in their
Phase 1 tinme, which | believe historically was usually
around 4 years before noving on.

eI EEi: Have you heard of any Secret Service
agents assigned to either POTUS or FPOSTUS shortly after

graduating fromthe Acadeny?

BT Wat do you nean by shortly? Do you
mean |ike --

IS A year or 2 years, 3 years?

K 't is not uncommon currently for a 3-

year agent to be assigned to a protection detail.

Rt Does that conpressed tineline concern

TP One sreurggtron gy 7 X
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you at all?

B || think it just depends on how good, you
know, the agent is, how the experiences they nay or nay not
have had will hel p shape them

BRI You nentioned you did 8 years in Phase 1
and then another 6 years in Phase 2. Conpressing that
tineline into 3 years, in your view, and based on your
experience, does that conprom se the ability of the agent
to be able to have the experience necessary to adequately
provi de security for protectees?

B | don't think so, and with a caveat. It
j ust depends on where you are comng from Like | cane
fromthe Fort Myers office. It is a very small office with
four agents. W don't do a lot of protection. But |ike
our Mam office or our Chicago office or New York office,
basically all they do is protection. So the 3 years, they
have a | ot of neaningful repetitions in those assignnents.

So if they are conming froma larger office it is
possi ble that they are nore prepared. |If they are com ng
froma snmaller office, it may nean it could affect them
But, you know, | don't know their background or their skil
set .

EEIIE: Understood. So there are a nunber of
vari abl es that are taken into account. Recogni zing that,

Is part of the conpressed tine frane due to staffing

TP One sreurggtron R 20
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short ages?

BT | can only assune that it is. | don't
work in the human resources.

EEIEEd: So specifically, | would like to talk
about the staffing for the July 13th rally. Wwo is in
charge of nmaking the decisions within the Donald Trunp
Detail to determ ne work schedul es and assi gnnents?

BT Qur Operations Division works with each
shift leader on M. Trunp's shift and Ms. Trunp and their

son.

B And who is that?

BT Barron Trunp.

PERoeIEtE: No.  Your operations shift |eader.
BT I (oh] is ny operations whip.
EEIEEM: And he is the one who nmakes the

deci si ons about work schedul es and assi gnnents?

B He liaisons with each shift |eader, and
he each week he will put out a, like a needs to fill. This
Is the upcomng trips we need to fill, and then he w |

work with the shift |eaders until a predeterm ned date.
Usually it is Wednesday or Thursday that they need to have
their draft schedules in to him And then he will, you
know, basically massage the schedul e to nmake sure
everything is covered, and any | ast-m nute changes he can

just handle hinself, before it is published on Friday

TP One sreurggtron gy 7 2
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bef ore m dni ght.
EESEEd: And approximately how many shift |eaders

are there?

BT SN S there is the -- M.
Trunp's detail has an shi ft.

Each one of those shifts has one shift | eader and two
whi ps.

BB Wo was the shift |eader for the July

13th ral ly?
BTN ESGNEETI [phl. He was a ONOS
suppl enent, | believe, from-- |I'mnot sure what RAC office

he is in charge of, but he is a GS 14.

EES I D d you have any concerns about the
assignnments for the July 13th rally?

BTN \o.

BRI To your know edge, how was the July 13th

protective team sel ected fromthe Donald Trunp Detail ? Was
it based on experience? Availability? Something else?

S You want to know about the advance teanf
Is that what you sai d?

BRI EEm: Correct. Correct.
e So the Donald Trunp Detail only provides

a site agent. The rest of the advance team in our
notification to the field we request what we need, and part

of that is the rest of the advance team So it woul d have
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been on the Pittsburgh office for that specific event, for
themto fulfill the |ead site assistant agent, you know,
all the other protective intelligence. Al the nenber of
t he advance team woul d have to cone from outside of our
detail .

BB | n the Independent Review Panel's recent
report they pointed out the significant |ack of experience
of the site agent appointed to, assigned to the July 13th
rally. Wre you aware of the assigned site agent's |ack of

experience?

BREE: | knew she cane fromthe Mam Field
Ofice. | know she had done prior sites for us
successfully. That is all |I was aware of.

. Because of her |ack of experience did

you nmake any nodifications in how you conducted your

supervi sory work?

BRGESE: | don't think | said she had a | ack of
experience. | just knew she canme fromthe Mam office,

which is a high-tenpo protection office, and she had been
with us, | believe, for a year, and had experienced nany
shift novenents, many rallies as a shift agent, and had
al so successfully worked sites by herself.
B IE: So you didn't have any concerns.
B Not at the nonent, no.

[ Pause. ]
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B  So sonething that the Donald Trunp

Detail had done to further educate and hel p agents be
successful in the field. One thing that we have done is we
have created our own -- the operations teamcreated a
Power Poi nt that went over sone administrative things that
t hey woul d experience on the road, how to deal with staff,
how to conpl ete correct diagranms, things to | ook for when
you are doing a site, liaisoning with local police, et
cetera. Mre of just like a refresher on things that they
shoul d have | earned in the Acadeny and then through their
Phase 1 tine.

So we provided that training to as many agents as we
could. | don't knowif it was everyone, as | sit here
today. But it was a substantial anmount of agents that went
through that. And that was sonething that we did, like |
said, to help them be nore successful when they were out.

I know SAC [{IIlll] and DSAC {Illl al so brought in a rally
training center, people fromour Acadeny, to hel p provide
training on shift novenents, on energency action
situations, first aid, et cetera. And those were things
that they went above and beyond to provide our agents.

EESIEM: !s it accurate to say the Donald Trunp
Detail provided additional training on top of what Secret

Service provides its agents?

| Witness ___[EEERECEE
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B And the PowerPoint training that the
operations teamw thin the Donald Trunp Division provided,

was that provided before the July 13th rally?

winess  JNCES
RoIEEid: HIEE ! don't believe we have received

a copy of that, so | would ask that we receive a copy of
t he Power Poi nt and any other docunents regarding the
t rai ni ng.

Il Under st ood.

EESIER: Thank you.

Qur understanding is the Donald Trunp Detail also
provi ded a C UAS advance agent, or a C UAS agent, for the
rally. Wre you aware of that, as well?

| Witness __ HESERCES

BRI Ve you aware of the G UAS agent's |ack
of experience?

B He was provided experience before that
assi gnnment .

CR I EEaA: Coul d you say nore about his experience?

S Qur Technical Security Division cane
down to Mar-a-Lago. | don't know the date and tine. But

they are the experts, if you want to say that, on the
equi pnent that Agent was operating that day. They
showed us howto set it up. And this was just open to

everyone. It just wasn't specific to the few guys that run
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t hat program for us.

So we all had a basic understandi ng of that equi pnent
fromthem fromthe Technical Security Division. And then
we also did |ike a, alnbst |like a ride-along, |like a police
of ficer would, for a new trainee, who would send out
sonmeone getting ready to go out on their own w th sonebody
that has already -- knows how to operate the equi pnent.

And | believe that had that opportunity before
the Butl er event.

EESIEE: \VWas that training you just nentioned
provi ded by the Donald Trunp Detail at Mar-a-Lago, was that
a 1-hour training, do you recall?

B  "hat sounds correct.

ERTIEESd: Ckay. So other than that training, the
C- UAS agent had not received any other specific training
related to CGUAS and related to the technical capabilities

of the system

BT | believe he also had the ride-along, if
you want to call it that.

eI Oh right, okay. Can you explain how the
Donal d Trunp -- you have touched on this a little bit, but
i f you could explain how the Donald Trunp Detail
operations, CNOCS operations, and then Secret Service OPO
how do you coordi nate anong those offices for planning,

responsibility, resource allocation for a protective event?
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O | guess to put a finer point onit, is there a hierarchy
anmong those three? You know, is it ultimtely up to OPO?
Are there instances where DID requests sonmething but it is
not received? How do you coordinate with CNOS? If you
coul d speak to that.

TS Sure. So typically the advance team
woul d identify a need for sonething, and then they woul d
submt that request with a brief justification on why they
are requesting it. And then the Donald Trunp Detail
operations section -- so the CNOCS operations was kind of, |
don't recall how long they had kind of been in the scene.
But typically we would put that request straight to OPO and
cc the Canpaign Ops, the CNOS Ops section.

This canpaign was a bit different because there had
not been anot her protectee with an existing detail running
for President. So CNOS Operations' function is set up to
provi de an operations team for someone that has never had
protection, or doesn't have protection. So we were just
ki nd of working together. So that is why we would cc
everyone. But DID would typically go straight to OPO for a
request.

BRI Etd: For canpaign events, would DID
Operations coordinate with Trunp canpai gn staff, as well,

on how to secure events?

B Ve work with staff closely.
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ERIEIE:  And which staff fromthe Trunp canpai gn?
B For this specific event?

TN Eg: Correct.
: | believe the | ead advance for the staff

was Ry, | believe is his nane.
TN |t appears that for some decisions, a

seni or, nore experienced agent fromthe |ocal Pittsburgh
Field Ofice deferred to the site agent because she was a
nmenber of the Donald Trunp protective detail. |Is this
standard protocol for experienced field office agents to
gi ve deference to the detail operations? |Is there a
hi erarchy there? What | amtrying to get at is are the
roles and responsibilities within the Donald Trunp Detai l
operations and the field offices, are they clear in terns
of who has responsibility for what?

B | think they are clear. | nean, |
guess, could you just give ne a specific exanple?

IEESCI B Does it nake sense to give deference to
soneone that is |less experienced within the Donald Trunp
Detail operations if you are a senior agent within the
Pittsburgh Field Ofice?

B ! think if it is -- if it is maybe |ike
an admni strative question, possibly. But if it goes to
the heart of securing the venue, then no, it should be |ike

a group, this is what we think we need.
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FERSErM:  Understood. And you nentioned your

i nvolvenent in the July 13th rally substantively started on

July 12th, aside fromresponding to specific inquiries. |Is
that right?
BT | didn't hear the whole question.

EEIEEM: You nentioned that your involvenent in
the July 13th rally, and the planning for the July 13th
rally, aside fromresponding to specific requests fromthe

site agent or an advance agent, that it really

substantively started on July 12th. |Is that correct?
B he advance started on July -- we

notified the Pittsburgh Field Ofice on July 3rd. |
arrived on July 11th. M wal k-through was July 13th, or
July 12th, and the event was July 13th.
EEEIE: And was the July 12th wal k-t hrough ki nd
of your initial involvenent in the planning?
Nl !t was the first time | saw the site.
CEISIEEA: And before we get to that July 12th
wal k-t hrough, | would |ike to first understand one thing we
touched on, which is the organi zational kind of roles and
responsi bilities anong the advance agents. So for the July
13th rally, who was in charge of determ ning the anpunt of
support needed from state and | ocal |aw enforcenent?
B State and local relationships are

established by the field office. They work not just our
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visit but every visit that is going to conme through their
district. So we lean, as the detail, we defer to the field
office to establish and come up with what they need to
secure, you know, how many police we would need for that
venue or that event. Because we don't have those
rel ati onshi ps, and we definitely don't want to burn those
rel ati onshi ps and then | eave town, |eave Pittsburgh with
sort of a ness.

BRI EE: Understood. Wuld that be the |ead
advance agent ?

| Witness  HESRCES

BRI And who was responsi bl e for determning
t he amount of support needed from Secret Service?

B  There woul d have been a manpower wal k-
through with one of the supervisors fromthe Pittsburgh
of fice.

BB EEM: Wuld that be the responsibility of the
| ead agent or the site agent to determ ne the anmpunt of

support needed from Secret Service?

B | believe it is ajoint effort to go
t hrough how many post-standers you need, specific. | think

we mght be mxing two things as far as how many police we
need and how ny agents we need. Those are different
conversations, | think. Because we only request agents

fromOPO W don't request |ocal officers from OPO
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EESIEE: \Wo nade the decision to send counter
snipers for the July 13th rally?

B | received a phone call from SAC I
to request our counter sniper team and then it would be
appr oved.

EEIEET: Do you know what pronpted this decision?

BT | received a -- not just ne. It was

nore of a, | think it was a group text nmessage that just
said, you know, when you are out working your sites, if you
think you need our counter sniper assets please say
sonmething. It was kind of a broad, nonspecific
i nformation.

B  And that --

BT And so that was |ike the night before,
and then SAC Il cal!ed nme the next day and said, "Hey,

request counter sniper. It's already been approved. |
just need you to submt the paperwork."

EESIEE: So the request for the counter sniper,
our understanding was submtted on July 9th, or approved on
July 9th. Can you talk nore about the text nessages? Wat
pronpted the decision to send counter snipers? Was it
intelligence? Was it sonething el se?

BT | believe it was intelligence driven.

It was --

eI Wy do you --

TP One sreurggtron gy 7 X



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

B The information | received was we have a
credi ble, long-range threat to Mogul, and it's by the
typical actors, is howit was kind of relayed to ne, in
those broad ternms. | kind of knew what people were talking
about, but this was not in a classified setting.

I ay: Wo did you receive that information

fronf
BN | believe | received it from DSAC I
BRI BT And is there a -- | don't want to get

into anything that is classified, and we can set up a
separate setting, but is there any additional information
that is classified related to the credible threat, that you
are aware of ?

BT | have never received a classified
briefing on that information.

EEIEEM: To your know edge, did Secret Service or
any of the advance team change any of its planning after
addi ng two counter snipers to its operations for the July
13th rally, based on this credible intelligence you

ment i oned?

B So when | received the information, as |
have described, | imediately called the | ead agent,

I 2nd relayed to her in the sane terns that |

received them And | also called the site agent,

B shortly after | had tal ked to JEEXEEEN. But
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before I hung up with she made nention that she
was going to request a |ocal counter sniper, because at the
time of that phone call with her, Secret Service counter

sni per had not been approved yet.

N eayg. |t was pendi ng approval ?

BT !t was either pending or | was about to
submt it, you know, within the next -- it all happened

i ke within hours.

B IEd: Coing back to roles and
responsibilities, who is in charge of determ ning the
perinmeter of an event, the security perineter, if an event
is outdoors? The |lead agent? The site agent? W is in
char ge?

B The site agent is ultimtely responsible
for their site. They can reach that concl usion on what
those perineters need to be within the | ead agent and their
site counterpart and the local field office. But
ultimately the site agents are responsible for their site.

I EEM: And that would include determning the

security perineter?

[ witess NG
T ELA: D d you have any involvenent in

reviewi ng or approving any of the resource requests that
t he advance team submtted, so the Prelimnary Survey, the

Manpower Request, the Site D agranf
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B So all that information is submitted to
ny operations team It is not something | personally
review until it is final. | think the manpower nunbers and
what the | ead advance teamis requesting is ny general Ops
agents will liaison and call them and ask specifically what
they need. M agents are there to help get themall the
assets that they are requesting. So, you know, | may call
them and just ask for clarity on sonething so it can be
either witten better or give us the best, you know,
opportunity for approval.

BRI EE: Are there any supervisors that review
the Prelimnary Survey, Manpower Request, Site D agram any
of those docunents before they are finalized?

B !t is possible that the Pittsburgh
of fice reviewed those docunents before they were submtted
to DTD Operati ons.

EEIEEE: And did DID Qperations review before
everything is subnmtted to OPO?

BN Ve do. W are reviewing for nore
adm nistrative, just things are in the sane format,

m sspellings, itineraries match the |atest itinerary being
publ i shed by staff, things of that nature.

BB Not a substantive review in terns of --
BN V¢ are not questioning why they have an
agent here and not there, because
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]
PRI Right. But should there be a nore

substantive review before the request is submtted to OPO?
BN Like | said earlier, there is a

supervi sor manpower wal k-t hrough before that is submtted,

to make sure that they have the nunbers that they want for

their site. So when it reaches ny operations team a

supervi sor fromthe |local office has physically wal ked that

site and seen where things are going to be.

BRI e So let's talk about the wal K-
through. | guess before we get there, what training did

you receive on how to conduct wal k-throughs and approve
site plans?

BT W training has been just ny
experi ences.

BB BN And before that wal k-through -- what

time didit start? Was it in the early evening?

| witness__[ENLES ______J
HSGAC Majority |

BT Approximately.
EEIE: Before you began that wal k-through, what

information did you receive, either fromthe site agent or
ot her advance nenbers? Wat did you receive before, just
to prepare for the wal k-through? Did you review any

document s?
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LES

HSGAC Majority E

36

I received a draft,

A draft of the Site Diagram?

: Yes, Site Diagram, Preliminary Survey.

I don't recall if the Counter Sniper Report was in there or

not yet, but I eventually saw it.

HSGAC Majority B

Pennsylvania State

Operation

Plan?

Did you review or receive the

Operations Plan or the Butler ESU

BEEE: Yo. That is not something typically

that we include in our paperwork.

HSGAC Majority

| Witness _ KEERCE

Have you since seen those documents?

HSGAC Majority Could you walk us through -- so the
walk-through started -- just walk us through it.

Who was there? How did you conduct it?

started at the airport,

Witness

airport.

es ]

FNCIXAVETLLIVE : Okay.

| Witness K

I understand it

but let's fast forward.

It actually did not start at the

But Lead Agent , had not been

feeling well on the 11th, going into the 12th, that

midnight.

When I woke up I had saw that she had sent me an

email that said she was feeling unwell,

in the ER.

TP One

had spent the night

So I replied all to the email and just said,
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"Take care of yourself. Let's not worry about the
airport." We can see it either later that evening or the
next day, prior to Mr. Trump's arrival. And that I would
go direct with on setting up the walk-through
at her site.

ESICINAVEIRNY : And so who was present at the walk-

through? Was it you, IIEIEREEEEEEE 3¢
[ oo k
SWitness — TPRRR e Counterpart 1
isGAC oy BRRRERE i Corterpar T

did you evacuate the security perimeter during the |}

B  So my walk-throughs I want to start at
the arrival/departure area. As a second supervisor, my
BN o [ vwant to see how we are

arriving. In this case it was a tented arrival. And then
I want to see the stage, assets around the stage, emergency
action from the stage, sequence of events, where our assets
are going to be positioned in relation to each walking path
movement. That is where I am focused.
IERSIEEM: And could you walk us through after

that. So you are focused on the inner perimeter. Where do
you then go from there to evaluate, you know, other threats

and vulnerabilities to the site?
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BT : So when the walk-through started,

initially was telling me about some of the

et cetera. Initially I

stopped her and refocused her and told her that those are
important things but I wanted to start at the
arrival/departure area. So she took me there. We looked

at the tent, a large,

LES

She showed me where would be, and that after
arriving for an undetermined amount
of time and then proceed to a photo op area. I had asked
her what the push-pull scene was going to look like inside
the photo area, meaning where the guests were going to be
coming from or where are they going to exit. She wasn't
completely sure, so I offered my advice on where the lines
should stack and how they should exit.

And then I talked about how I wanted [RSS]

LES

So those are some of the finer details that I am
looking for and that I coached her on. And then we started
on basically the walking path to the stage. When I got to
the stage I noticed the first two-foot riser he took up on

to the walking path, you know,

ME3 v just kind of stopped there and observed what

38
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was around us. And | asked her what her plans were for
mtigation at the five o' clock. So we call our clock
directions off of the front of the dais, and we work in a
cl ockwi se position.

So | asked her what the plans were for mtigation at
the five o' clock, and | believe she provi ded sone
information. The other agents were with her, as well,
during this wal k-through, so it was either her or one of
the senior special agents that said there was a plan to
mtigate that wwth a large crane. There was a | arge crane
with the American flag draped behind it, and that was the

plan, to mtigate that area, which seened satisfactory to

me.
ERIIE: The five o' clock area?
BT Yes, me'am
EESCIEE: Wuld that be near where the water tower
was ?

B Yes. In that direction.
IEIEIEE: So that was to nmitigation the water

tower vulnerability?
B Just threats at the five o' clock.
EE I Ckay. And what about threats at the

three o' cl ock, which was the AGR buil di ng?

BT So as we continued | noticed the buffer
area, because again, | amconcerned with the innernost
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circle. So as we are taking this walk-through I can see

that the bike rack that she had positioned was [gias

LES . I ended up walking it off, and it
was around [iSSJj- So I explained to her that the
LES '

because after you start putting press and speakers in that
area it can get tight on space. So we pushed that right
side bike rack IES - That was the maximum we
could go with where the bleachers were pre-positioned.

And then I worked my way around basically

counterclockwise from that position, and ended up she had a

set of stairs at the IS vhich was not in line
with the dais. So part of my responsibility as the second

supervisor is I am looking at emergency actions
specifically, and to save any amount of time that I can
save on if we have to the stage. And when I say
I mean just go up on the stage and remove the
protectee, like we did.

EEgEIERIM: I'm sorry to interrupt you. I'd like to
focus on the discussions as it relates to the security
perimeter and how the AGR building was covered. Did you
have discussions about scoping the security perimeter? Did
you talk about how that security perimeter, the middle
perimeter, the one outside the inner perimeter, would be

defined?
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BEEN: VYes. We had those discussions after the
-- what I'm there for -- I'm concerned with everything,

right. I wanted to know the whole security plan. ||}l
LES

LES

LES . To the cars,
should we need to go there, IS

LES , things of that nature.

So I'll just finish what I told her to do there and
then I'll address what you're asking.

So I moved the set of stairs that was initially at
basically the back left of the stage, and I had them moved
to the front left of the stage, or the
LES , which would have made SAC ﬁ_ stairs
directly in line with the podium, RESS
I

But as far as the bike rack and things that we made
those changes, as far as the middle perimeter and the
concerns at the three o'clock, I addressed -- I asked what
the plans were at the three o'clock, and in that kind of
deer run area, I kind of called it. The initial site was
cordoned off by bike rack and then there was a deer run,
which is like 50 or so yards of green area, at the three

o'clock there.

GIYAVEM: I1'll just show you. 1I'll mark it as

41
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Exhi bit Nunmber 1. This is the Butler ESU Qperations Plan,
but it's an aerial of the site.
[ Exhibit No. 1 was
marked for identification.]
BT &ay. So | was told that -- there was a
fence by the AGR building and those other buil dings there.
That was a chain-link fence, and there was a secondary
chain-link fence, | believe it was outside of the bike rack
that staff had placed to define the site fromthat other
property. | was briefed that there was going to be
uni formed police presence in that deer run area to help
secure those buildings and that green space area, and that
the police officers would be positioned on both sides of
the fence, neaning on the AGR side of the fence and in the
deer run area between the AGR side and the site.
EESCIEEM: Can you mark with an X where your
under standi ng was that the police presence would be

posi ti oned, where those post-standers woul d be?

Bl | didn't ask specifically where they
woul d be standing. | just referred -- they told ne that

there was going to be police officers there, and as a
second supervisor, it tells ne that they' ve thought about
it and that they had a plan. And additionally, they said
that they had spoken to our counter sniper team and that

they felt that they were very confident they could cover
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t hose buil di ngs, you know, from where they were and in
addition to where they were positioning the |ocal counter
sni per team

EESIERM: And when you say "those buildings," are
you referring to the AGR building, which is essentially
t hree buil di ngs?

BEESE: Yes, ma' am

eI EEM: \Wat was your understandi ng, based on
the site wal k-through, of how the AGR buil ding would be
covered?

B That area of the site, ny understanding
was there would be a |ocal counter sniper teamat the AGR
area, right, as depicted on the diagram

EESIE: DO d you know whether the |ocal sniper
team woul d be on the roof or in the building?

B !t s been ny experience, since 2009,
that counter sniper teans are on roofs, so | didn't ask
t hat specific question.

CEEEIEY: But when you |earned there would be a
| ocal sniper team your understanding was that they woul d
be positioned on the roof of the AGR building. [Is that
correct?

BRI Yes.

LB B And did you discuss |ine-of-sight

concerns at the Butler Farm Show ground?
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| Witness  HRCES
TR EEd: And could you specifically -- so our

understanding is it's conmon to use physical barriers, |ike
| arge equi pnent, trucks, in this case farm equi pnent
potentially. Wat were the Iine-of-sight concerns that you
di scussed and what potential mtigation tactics did you
consi der using?

BT So at the five o' clock was the crane,
and then there was a John Deere tractor used at the nine
o' clock, and then specifically at the three o' clock there
was a red conbine tractor that we utilized for that area.

GEEIEE: Could you mark where that red tractor

was ?
B !t's in the pictures somewhere. Do you
have pictures fromthe day? | can circle it.

IOl So |'mshowi ng you what's been marked as
Exhi bit 2.
[ Exhibit No. 2 was
mar ked for identification.]
BB B And these are redacted, but it's our
under standi ng that these are text nessages either to or
fromyou. Do these |ook famliar to you?
B They look famliar.
BRI Eed: And was this sonmething that you sent?

BT |t |ooks like sonebody sent it to ne.
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EESIEE: Do you know who that would be?
Y Possibly IEEYEMl Hard to say with
t he redacti ons.
IEEEM: And are these the -- is this the
equi pnent you're tal king about, or is this sonething
different? It's difficult to tell wth the redactions.
B | don't see a picture fromthe three
o' cl ock.
EEIS I Ckay. So let's talk about the three
o' clock |ine-of-sight concerns. Qur understanding is that
Penske trucks were in the area and there was an offer to
use farmequi pnent to mtigate |ine-of-sight concerns. |Is
that correct?
BN | was only aware of the farm equi pnent.
BRI O the farmequiprent.  And what ended

up happeni ng? Was the farm equi pnment used?

B  Yes, the farmequi prent was used at the
three o' cl ock.

BRI And using Exhibit 1, could you put an X
on where the farm equi pnent was used, roughly,
understanding this is an approxi mati on?

BEEEES: We don't have an overhead of the day
of, that would actually showit. | nean, |'msure he can

do his best, but --

Y. This is, unfortunately, the only aerial
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t hat we have of the site.

BN So the stage woul d' ve been approxi mately
like here. | would say it's in this area.

B And just for the record, ASAC I | s
marking the area to the, like in the rabbit run, the deer

run that you tal ked about, in front of the AGR buil di ng but

forward the cromd and not the stage. |s that accurate?
BTSN Roughl y.

SO The exhibit will speak for itself.
CRIIEETA: So when you tal ked about farm equi pnent

and using physical barriers, was there any objection to
usi ng farm equi pnent ?
BN No. | thought it was a good idea.
EESIEEM: So to your know edge, no one objected to
usi ng any farm equi pnent.
BT Not at the three o' cl ock.
MEoeIrtEy: DO d anyone object to using Penske

trucks?

B | wasn't aware there was Penske trucks
avai | abl e.

BRI E: V&' ve learned that the Trunp canpaign
staff denied the use of physical barriers, such as trucks

and farm equi pment, because the barriers would, quote,

“"block a press shot." |Is this sonething that you've heard?
: After the events | have heard that, but
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not during the event. Had that been brought to ny
knowl edge it woul d' ve been good information to have.
BRI IEEEd: So were you present for any of those

conversations on the day of the wal k-through?

B | recall staff having hesitation at the
nine o' clock. | wanted to use sone |ine-of-sight

mtigation at the nine o' clock. There was a pond in that
area. And after sonme talking we just decided -- | felt
confortable with an increased police presence in that area.
There were sone outbuil di ngs behind the fence |ine, and I
was assured that there would be police officers in those
all eyways to mtigate that concern.

EE I Srcecifically with regard to the three
o' clock, the AGR building vulnerability, and considering
what ended up happening on July 13th, is it fair to say the
i ne-of-sight vulnerabilities fromthe AGR building were
not fully mtigated?

B  Yeah, | guess that's a fair statenent.

EEEIEE: So to your know edge, direct know edge,
did the Trunp canpaign staff deny any requests to use
equi pnment or any type of physical barrier to mtigate |ine-

of -sight vul nerabilities?

BN | was not aware of staff denying line-
of -sight mtigation assets at the three o' clock. It was

never elevated to ny deci sion-nmaking authority.
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EEIEEd: Understood. And how about not specific
to the three o' clock, but any line-of-sight issue within
t he venue?

B Like | just testified to the nine

o' clock, that was it.

BB EN: That's it.

(REE: Wio ultimately has the authority to grant
or deny a request as it relates to security decisions? Can
a staff for a former President or current President
protectee make that decision, or is that ultimately up to
the Secret Service?

BT |f it's a security issue it's up to us.
W may go back and forth with them but if it's something
that we need, and it's not getting done at the current
| evel, that it needs to be el evated.

[EEEIEEE: Have you ever been involved in a discussion
where staff for a protectee you were responsible for
di sagreed about a security-rel ated deci sion?

BREEEE: | believe so. Yeah, | think so.

ROeIr: Wth respect to this event, is that the

case, or no?

BN DOd staff approach nme about a security
issue -- is that your question?

EEEIEE: Yes, that's ny question.

B | don't recall themconing to ne with a
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security issue.

EEESIEE: And can you provide any details -- you said
to your recollection you may have in the past been
i nvol ved. To your recollection, can you provide any detail
t here?

B | can't provide a specific site, but
things that will conme up are where do we put the
magnet oneters for a wal k-through, can we have them here, or
we want themas close to the, you know, seating area so our
guests don't have to walk as far, as an exanple. Wereas,
you know, froma security standpoint that's not a good
dea. IS (e
can control it.

So that would be a typical conversation | may have
with staff, or, "Hey, we're arriving on this side of the
bui | di ng because we like the way it |ooks," whereas | may
push to have, if there's an option to arrive inside, |'m
going to push for that.

R You just shared that ultimately the
decision is up to the Secret Service when it relates to
security. Wthin, then, the Secret Service, what is the
hi erarchy? For this event, for exanple, who was the senior
official involved, either on-site or off, who ultinately
had authority to nake deci sions about security, and can you

delineate the line of authority on down?
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B | don't know that | can, who has
ultimate authority. | guess it's just who has the facts,

who has the problemthat we're trying to sol ve.

BICIP: There are several individuals, including
involved in this event, with the "Special Agent in Charge"
title in their title. For exanple, you, ASAC, SAC of the
Pittsburgh office, SACin the detail. To an outside person
that's confusing. Can you delineate the authority as it
relates to Special Agents in Charge anong various Speci al

Agents in Charge with that title, and who is above and

bel ow t henf

BT Certainly a Special Agent in Charge can
make final decisions. It's their district. |It's their
detail. They can certainly nmake those decisions. | can

al so make a deci sion on security neasures.

OIS |s the Special Agent in Charge of field
of fice in a geography where an event is being held higher,
in terms of whether there's a disagreenent, than a Speci al

Agent in Charge on a detail ?

BN | don't know if there's --
BN |t's not set out anywhere?
B Not that I'mfamliar with.

EOSIER: And just understanding the make-up of the
Secret Service itself, in general, you are part of the, and

were at this tinme, part of the Donald Trunp Detail. But
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for protectees, in general, each protectee has a detail.

Correct?
[ Witness SSRGS
ISR} Be it the President or former President.

The details thensel ves are part of the Secret Service.

Correct?

B  They are.

PEEN: Can you just explain, when you rotate to
the detail, is there any distinction in operationally how

you staff? Are you, in essence, kind of separate, if not
physically, from say, a particular field office or the

rest of the Secret Service? Wat are the differences, to
the extent there are any, being on a detail as opposed to

the other rotations you may do within the Secret Service?

B  \WWen you're assigned to the Ofice of
I nvestigation, where is where you are in Phase 1, | nean,

you could be in a supportive role for any protectee, at any
one tine. Qutside of a few exceptions, when you're in a
Phase 2 assignnment, assigned to a protectee, such as the
President or former President, you are, the majority of the
time with maybe a few exceptions here and there, only
supporting that protectee. Does that answer your question?

[BEEl: VYes. In addition to that, what you've just
expl ai ned, that your sole responsibility becones the

protection for the protectee thenselves, are there other
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di fferences -- your duration, your geographic |ocation, the
way in which you communi cate with the other aspects of
Secret Service?

B | don't conpletely follow your question.

(B |f you're on a detail and, therefore, your
responsibility for protection nmeans you're going to be
staying with that protectee, so not in your field office,
in your instance in Florida, not at Headquarters, are there
distinctions in your job? So other than the responsibility
you just identified, the primary responsibility of
protection, are there differences in how you would receive
training informati on, change in policy information, how you
woul d under st and your next rotation, or anything
di sti ngui shi ng what you do on a detail, as opposed to what
you do when you rotate to field offices or other parts of
the Secret Service?

T Policy changes are, you know, published
fromour adm nistrative officers, just like in the field.
That's been ny experience. As far as rotating assignnents,
on a protective detail -- we'll take Donald Trunp Det ai
for exanple -- you may cone to the detail on Shift jj for
the former President, and at any tine, it could be three
nonths, it could be longer, it could be shorter, you may be
on the famly section. | guess I'mtrying to do ny best

here. 1s that what you nean?
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IS Yes. Just trying to understand, if at all,
the distinctions between various responsibilities an agent
may have within the Service.

On the detail, is there typically a set duration of
time you would serve in that position, and if so, what is
it?

B  You nean how | ong woul d you serve on

your Phase 2 tine?

[N Yeah.
Witness . Typically it's six years.
B How long have you served?

B | was assigned to the President's detaill
i n August of 2017, and I'mstill doing protection.

ISR Are you rotating to any new position or

staying in your current?

BT Wen | was pronpted to ASAC, | run our
operations team now, and | have not rotated -- | guess,

what do you nmean by |ike rotated out?
EOSIE: Maybe |'musing the wong term nology. But
do you have any plans to | eave the detail for another

position within the Secret Service?

BT  Not currently.

ISR We're going to break shortly. | just have
one nore question, and we'll pick up with other |ines of
questions. 1'll want to return to questions related to the
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day of. You mentioned on the day of that you eventually
had to the stage and remove the President, the former
President, in a situation that involved a security threat.
I guess, question one, is the definition of the
stage," meaning you're not just removing him; you're moving
him because of a security threat?
“Winess — RO
EBOEE: Is that something you've ever done before?
BEEEl: Yo, outside of a training scenario.
B : Okay. Let's take a break. We'll go back

on in a couple of minutes. Thanks.

[Recess. ]
| HSGAC Minority [ HSGAC Minority , again with Ranking
Member Paul. I'm going to start -- we'll jump around a

little, so bear with me. And then will ask some
questions.
So I just want to go back to the group text. You said

you received the information about the threat or the

counter snipers through a group text. Can you repeat that
for me?
BREE: 1t was a text about if you need -- if

you think you need counter sniper assets to be aware of
them, like to not hesitate to, you know, request them.

NIVl : And do you recall the day of that text?

—iiness RS
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IEEEIe: Just for the record, we don't have that
text nmessage. That has not been produced to us. | don't
even think we have anything that |ooks relatively like it
in redacted form So we would just nmake that request again
for all records to Secret Service.

So you're not quite sure. Do you recall if it was the
day before the event? A week before the event?

I | don't recall. It was around the tine

of the --

eI . And do you recall who else was in the

group text?

| witness __ FEEIASE

EoeIen: Was it folks fromthe DTD?
B 't would ve been DID, yeah.
BB So we' ve been trying to get this

tinmeline straight fromcomunicating and doing Tls with
other folks. So ny understanding, and 1'd like to hear if
you were aware of this at the time so I'll just kind of
gi ve you what |'ve collected as ny outline of this tineline
of counter sniper assets going forward for Trunp, and then
you let me know -- |'I|l ask sone specific questions after

Based on testinony that we've received, sonetine in
the first week of July there was a di scussion and sone kind
of determination that | guess was nade by the Deputy

Assi stant Directors of the Headquarters |evel, that going
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forward the Donald Trunp Detail would have counter sniper
support at outdoor rallies, going forward. So that was,
you know, testified to us that that happened sonetine in
the first week of July, and it appears it was before July
5t h, because that's when SOD was nmade aware of this
decision to inplenent it.

| s that sonmething that you were aware of ?

| Witness  HEEESE

BRI COkay. And there was a rally in Doral on
July 9th. Is that right?

B | recall that.

BB Iid: Vére you there that day? Wre you
wor ki ng that event?

| Winess  HRCE
A No. Oay. There have been reports

that, at that event, right before, that's when the Trunp
canpai gn found out about certain credible threats to Trunp.
Are you aware of that?

| winess TN

LEESIEEd: Ckay. And then on that sane day, July
9th, the Secret Service counter sniper was approved for
Butler. |Is that right?

BRI  Sounds correct.

BB kay. So when you becane aware of the

Secret Service counter sniper being approved for Butler,
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was your understanding that this was going forward all
events woul d have a Secret Service counter sniper?

[ Winess NG
B IIEE: Ckay. So your understanding was that

still individual events, you had to request it if you felt
a need.
[ witess — HEACES

BEReIed: And that text nmessage, do you feel |ike
that was communi cating to you that this decision had been
made, that these assets were now available in the different
way that they were not avail abl e necessarily going
previously, if that nmakes sense?

B No. | think it was just, the heart of
the information was if you think you need this, if our
agents need this at their sites, that they should now
request it, because previously it was not sonething that we
woul d get.

R IIl: Ckay. So it was kind of like now you

can request it and it'll be approved?

B Considered, nmaybe.
. Considered. So were there previous

requests that were nade for counter sniper support that

wer e not approved?

BRI | can recall one specifically.
MYl Can you tell ne alittle bit nore about
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t hat ?

BRI Pickens, South Carolina. | don't know
the date. It was an outdoor rally M. Trunmp had, like in a
downt own setting. Buildings, you know, left and right on
the street there. A lot of |ine-of-sight concerns, being a
city setting, urban, or suburban, whatever, you know, a
city setting rather.

And we had sent out, on our own, the SAC and the DSAC,
you know, advocated for this asset by sendi ng out soneone
experienced to nake a, you know, justifiable PowerPoint to
present to the fol ks at Headquarters that can make these
decisions. So they did that, and we submtted it, and it
was ultimately not approved.

BN | '!l ask a couple of questions about
that, but when you say "ultimately not approved,"” are
things like explicitly denied, or is it just it's never
answered or never approved in a formal way? Like how does

that work in howit's communi cated back down?

Bl That specific incident, | don't know if
it was a verbal denial or an email, or if it was just left
untouched. | don't know.

ERaead: Ckay. And so you said there was a
Power Point. Do you recall |ike what kind of justification

was I ncluded in there? W don't have that docunent either,

just for the record.

TP One sreurggtron gy oo B



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

59

B | don't know if I've seen it
specifically. 1 don't recall exactly what was on it. But

historically it would ve been |ike pictures and di stances
to concerns, and why we need the counter sniper asset and
why it would be effective.

BRI And that was specific to that particul ar
event in South Carolina?

[ Witness M NG CHEN

BB SI: Yeah, okay. And do you know who that
Power Poi nt was presented to within Headquarters?

Witnoss — HEINY

IEaei: Ckay. Are there other requests, non-

counter sniper requests, that you are aware of that the DID
team made to Headquarters that weren't approved or were
explicitly denied?

BT Ve ve nade requests for counter assault

team t hat were deni ed.

PERIrad: How nmany tinmes? Was this a one-tinme
deni al ?

B No. It's nore than one.

IESeYE: More than five? We're just trying to

get a better understanding --

BTSN Probably.
HSGAC Minority NG E\A
B  You know, ny operations team | would
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just have themrequest it. And if it was avail able
sonmetines we did get it, and then sonetinmes we didn't. |
don't know exact nunber.

EEIIEM: And any of those, were they explicit
denials rather than just not fulfilled requests?

B | believe so.

GEEIIEE: Do you recall if all of the ones that
were not fulfilled were explicit denials, or if --

B | don't recall.

Eam: Ckay. And then so CAT requests. Any
ot her requests for assets that were denied or not
fulfilled?

BT Ve would request Unifornmed Division
advance agents sonetines, and those were not granted. They
woul d still help us. They would still send Uniforned
Di vi sion personnel for screening, but they would put it
basically on the lead and the site agent to kind of figure
out what a Uniforned Division | ead advance agent woul d
typically do, where to set up, power sources, you know,
kind of the normal check boxes. And they would be
avai l abl e for, you know, phone calls if those people had
questions on if this was a good idea to put them here
versus there. But those were things that were kind of put
back on the detail to figure out.

BRI And what was the general feeling anong
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the agents on the detail about, | guess, what seens to be
some kind of recurring theme of not getting all the assets
t hat were requested?

B V¢ wanted the assets, so, | nean. |
understand there are other variables in a plan, why things
are not given. | don't know. | don't have the entire
pi cture of, you know, the needs of every detail. But
certainly we always wanted the assets. M. Trunp's events
were typically very large, and we felt like it would' ve
hel ped our posture.

B Did forner President Trunp at the tine
have an el evated threat environnent conpared to other
fornmers, in your opinion?

B  You' d have to ask the Protective

Intelligence Division, but he certainly had threats agai nst

hi m
e |s that something that the Protective
Intelligence Division would share with you all, as the

Donal d Trunp Detail ?

B | don't recall ever getting like a
verbal briefing fromthem but they do put out sonme work
products. So | don't want to say never, but they do put
out work products. | don't know off the top of ny head
exactly if it's conparing M. Trunp's threat level to

anot her protectee.
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GEXIIl: But, | nean, | think it's generally

acknow edged that there was a hei ghtened t hreat
environment, | nean, especially given the decision in the
first week of July, at the Headquarters level, to provide

counter sniper support going forward.

| Witness  HESRCES
Mol Okay. Do you have a security clearance?
Witness  HENCES
IS  What | evel ?
BV  Top Secret.
HSGAC Minorty SOl

| believe so.
Ckay. Can you run ne through, so you

were the second supervisor at the tine. You're the ASAC
now. Can you run ne through the | eadership |level of the
Donal d Trunp Detail teamw th the nanmes and the titles,
just because |'mgetting confused. So just for ny
clarification.

B No problem  So ASACis ny title.
Second supervisor, think of it as |ike a position. Like
the site agent or the | ead advance agent, second supervi sor
is just ny role for that trip.

GEEOIIE: Ckay. So there's the SAC. Can you run

nme through the DTD | eadership structure?

BT Sure.  So you have a SAC, DSAC --
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ERIeIIStl: And the names, please.
Witness — HESCTISRSIYSP| "M DSAC
PRJX®]. ASACs at the tinme woul d' ve been DSAC

ASACE ASAC ) ASAC I ASAC , and
ASAC . And that's the supervisor structure, and

then fromthere it goes to Special Agent.

ey Ckay. And so the Independent, | think
will correct ne, but the |Independent Revi ew Panel
report, page 7. |I'mnot going to pass it around. |'mjust
going to read it for you. It talks about the intelligence
and what was shared prior to the event. And it says, "Both
the | eader and the assistant |eader of former President
Trunp's personal detail had been read in on this
intelligence,"” and it's referring to whatever the counter
sni per -- whatever intel was behind the decision to send
the counter sniper support for the Butler event. Not
specific to Butler, but just in general.

So you were not read in on any specific intelligence?

__Winess NG

By Ckay.  So who were the two people on DID

that were read in?

BT | can assunme. | don't know those
specific, howthey refer to them | don't know. W don't

use that | anguage.

HSGAC Minority HEESERELN
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__DSAC__ |

R IIE: Ckay. Have you ever been read in on
intelligence related to your protective detail duties?

| Witness HEERECEE

Rl  Wen was the last tine?

B 2017

IERae: Okay. So a long tinme ago.

| winess VIR

PERIeIIT: s it helpful to have details about the

nature of the threat, classified details, if they exist, do

you think, in order to help you do your protective job?

B | operate as if there is already --
having the intelligence, | guess confirns what you area
al ready planning for anyways. It doesn't change how I

approach a site.

EESIIE: Do you think that the group text, do you
feel |ike you had enough information about the nature of
that threat fromthat group text?

Witness . Yes.

S Ckay. So you don't think that you

woul d' ve done anything different had you known any nore

detailed i nformati on?

Witness : | don't believe so.

[ Pause. ]
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B : Ckay. Just for clarity, regarding the

text, I don't know exactly what it said. But I recall the
text or the phone call or both said that this was, you
know, be watch line-of-sight issues for a long-range
threat. So that's what I remember.

PRI : So, I guess, what does that mean to you?

B : 2 long-range threat, really it could be

anything. But, I mean, certainly a shooter comes to mind.
XYM : Okay. Had you ever worked an event

where , , was the counter sniper
advance?

BT [ don't believe I've met him.

[N Okay. fhat sbout
-

B : | have not met him.

BB : Okay. We interviewed |l  and we

asked him a lot about his role as counter sniper advance.
And we asked him if he got on the roofs of the barns where
they were going to be located, and he said he did. But he
said he only got on them to see if the agents that were
place there would fall through, not to look for all line-
of-sight concerns from their positions. Does that concern
you?

Winess TR

GVl : Is that something you knew before right
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now?

( Winess  HII

BRI Has there been any after-action report
or anything that has been given to you all as the DTD,
going forward, for events going forward, based on the

situations that have occurred?

B | don't know if they were -- | believe
there was sonething put out. | don't recall exactly who

published it. But, you know, |'ve tried not to read a | ot
about exactly what happened, but | believe there was sone
literature published.

BRI Knowing what | just told you, would you

feel confortabl e having C/S Team Lead as the counter

sni per advance at anot her event?

IGEEIYIE: | have full confidence in our Counter
Sni per Division. They undoubtedly saved ny life on July
13t h.

PRI ad: Wuld you want themto go and | ook
around for long-range threats, full 360 and |ine-of-sight

concerns fromthe positions of the counter snipers?

Because, | nean, someone di ed.
B | understand. It's certainly a |earning

point to take. But as far as their ability, they have ny
confi dence.

EEITIVIIM: Just one | ast question fromne on the
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deni al of requests or unfulfilled requests. Ws there a
feeling anong DTD that any of that was politically

noti vat ed?

BT  Can you repeat that?
PRI On the denial of requests or the

requests that went unfulfilled, was there any feeling that
the reason why those assets were not provided was
politically notivated?

B | have nothing to suggest that.

e ed: \Were there any conversations anpng any

DTD i ndi vidual s, that you participated in or you aware of,

about it potentially being politically notivated?

BEESE: ot that | recall.
NIV Ckay. 11l pass it to Eyme.
HSGAC Minority NI W th Senator Paul's

office. What tinme did you arrive on July 13th, the day of
the rally?

BT Arrive where?
oI ng: At the site, Butler fairgrounds.

B he notorcade arrived sonetine in the
evening, around, | think it was around 5. So | was at the

airport waiting for himto | and.
BEEESIS: And you cane in on the notorcade?

BTN Yes, sir
M GOay. Wen you arrived, | understand a
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| ot of noving parts, taking care of your protectee and the
bubbl e around him Did you take a | ook around the site as
you're bringing himin and notice anything, specifically
the line-of-sight mtigation things that you were told were
going to be in place for you? Because | think it your
testinony you've already confirnmed that there were sone
concerns of the three o' clock, five o'clock area.

When you're there, did any of that catch your
attention?

B So when | arrive, you know, |'m worKking

the fornmer President very closely, along with the SAC

So when we

arrived | relieved SAC I} to 9o | ook at the stage area
with ISl so ! was inside a tent until he basically
took the stage. So | didn't really have the opportunity to
wal k the site to make sure things were inplenented as | was
bri ef ed.

Il Wat was SAC I ooi ng to the stage
W th to specifically look at? Wre there sone

things that they were | ooking for?

B So | brief SAC I the night before.
| suggested that he EEEHEEEG_G—

So part of that is himgoing to check out how he's going to
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And then the rest is just the site agent giving hima

real quick -- you've got

whatever it is,
You know, (.  f

it already hasn't been. And that's it.

EEELVIY: So he was advancing the steps of the
former President before he took the stage, and they were
goi ng over the energency egress.

BEAESE: That's ny -- | wasn't there when they

briefed him but typically, yes.

INXIYem,. T'hat's typically what they woul d do.

Correct?

| Witness HEERCER

GEEXIYIE®: Okay. Going back to your testinony on
meeting with Special Agent [l you pointed out nultiple
things that you had to correct there.

| Witness  HESGLRILINL

LBEEVIEE®: s that typical that you would have to
make that many corrections for, as you said, an experienced

agent, when you arrived, to make that many corrections?

BT | don't believe | called her
experienced. | just said she cane froma high-trafficked,

you know, protection office with a |ot of repetitions, and

that she'd been in our detail for approximately a year, |
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t hi nk.

EEOYIVIEY: Ckay. So is that normal to go to a
site and have that many issues, which sound to ne like
quite a few just right there, at the stage area, that you
had to i mmedi ately deal wth.

B Vmhnmm There's usual ly sone adj ust nent
at each site that | want to see. But things |ike the bike
rack and the stairs should have been caught, in my opinion.

BERIed: kay. Thank you. Wen you worked as a
|l ead or a site agent in your career, did you reviewthe

| ocal operations plans, ops plans?

[ Witness IS
ERETYAVIEER,: Can you expl ai n why?
BRAESE: That's how | was trained. | just wasn't

-- that's not to say | didn't neet wwth the local |aw

enforcenment and go over exactly where they were going to be

and what they were going to do. But as far as review ng

t heir paperwork, that's not sonmething | woul d do.
GEEXIYITR®: After July 13th, would you do that now?
BUGESE: | think it could be hel pful.

ERIIYIVIY: Because you've testified, and we've

heard a | ot of people testify that they assumed where the
| ocal -- and you even used the term "counter snipers" were
going to be. But yet in their ops plan it's very clear

that they were operating in a sniper role, which you, as an
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experience agent, understand the difference between a
sni per and counter sniper, that their operations were
di fferent.
So ny point is, why are so nmany peopl e just not
| ooking at the plan that |ocals were putting in place,
whi ch woul d elimnate the anmbiguity of who is doi ng what?
B Like |l said, I"'mjust not famliar with
doing it that way. That's not to say it's sonething we
shoul dn't consi der.
GEESIVIENY: Thank you. You nentioned your notes
afterwards. Did you note anything in there of what

failures you identified and how those could be corrected?

B | think he testified that the notes
were prepared at the direction of counsel. W'd like to

protect that privilege, if that's okay with you.

EEIXIYIE: Absol utely.

Moving to the Donald Trunp Detail training that you
said that you all had, for and others, that you
all went above and beyond, giving them a refresher course,
and you even tal ked about the C-UAS team getting the
training they did, do you believe the one-hour training is

sufficient to operate the equi pnent that

oper at ed?
B So that programwas not -- it was
sonmet hing that DTD saw a need for. It wasn't sonething
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Headquarters, you know, gave to us. W devel oped that from
within our ranks to help secure our sites. And we provided
the training that we thought was needed for soneone to
successfully operate that equipnent. And, you know,
di d successfully operate that equi pnent that day.

It worked when former President Trunp was on the stage. He
t roubl eshoot ed, you know, the problenms he had earlier in
the day. But before we arrived it was working, and it was
bei ng used, to ny know edge.

IGEELCIIE: Except during the time that Crooks was
flying his drone.

B | ve learned that after the fact. [I'm
not sure that it would ve been operational had it been
wor ki ng anyways, because, you know, the -- what is it, the
FAA kind of sets the TFR tinmes on when it wll be
operational. So I'mnot conpletely confident it would' ve
been operating anyways if there weren't issues.

BEEA I \Vére there any concerns raised by the

advance teamthat were not addressed?

BN Could you be nore specific?
TN A Any concern at all. When you do an

advance you're |l ooking for threats, you're | ooking for
vul nerabilities, and you're creating mtigation procedures.
Was there anything that was brought up that was not

addressed, to your know edge? | know you nentioned that
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you didn't have tine to see the, | guess, three o' clock
position because of your proximty to the protectee, which

i s under st andabl e.

| Witness  EESGLRI
ERael: But to your know edge, was there

anyt hing there that was di scussed in the advance process
that was not inplenented on July 13th?

B Not that I'maware of. | recall one

thing when we arrived. | had sent out
to inspect the =SNG (hat we ended up

using. | asked himto nmake sure it was cl ear, because |

believe it was bi ke-racked off prior to our arrival, just

And so | sent himout there before fornmer President
Trunp took the stage, and it was, in fact, not open. So
| nspect or made that open and clear, which ended
up being pretty critical.

BRI | only have a couple nore questions and
"Il pass it over to ny coll eague.

You nentioned that you reviewed the Security Plan

before it went final, or did you review it after it went

final?
B !t wasn't areview. |t was just here's
our paperwork, and | | ooked it over prior to getting to the
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site so Agent [JIJlj could give nme her briefing.

IoEYiyl: That's the last question | have, and
"Il pass it to ny coll eagues.

B EEESEE (hank you for your tine
today. My nare is I | mwth Ranking Menber

Ron Johnson's office.

| just want to go back to sonething that you discussed
earlier regarding the request denials or requests that were
made that were never approved, regarding the counter
sniper. You nentioned that you didn't know the date, but

do you recall the year?

B | don't. | can only guess.

BT Vs it this year?

BT | want to say it was 2023, but |'m not
sure.

BT  And when a request is made and then

never approved or denied, is there a reason given for that?

B !t's usually like a vague, just can't
support it at this tinme. Nothing specific.

BTl And is that usually shared verbally or
via email, text?

BES: 't can be both. [It's usually verbally
or preferably email.

B 'n this specific situation, do you know

who woul d' ve sent or received that type of comrunication?
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B oo Specific to Pickens? Are we still

tal ki ng about --

S To. | think it was the South Carolina
event ?
BRESSE:  Yeah, okay. | wasn't in Operations -- |

don't believe | was in Operations at that tine. So it
coul d' ve been the second supervisor on that trip. It
coul d've been the SAC. It could ve been the DSAC. It
coul d have been all three of them

BEIIESME: Do you know their nanmes in this
speci fic situation?

BTN The SACis I the DSAC is
_ DsiC_|

BT Ckay. | want to just quickly go back

to your description of the counter drone equipnent on the
day of the rally. | think you nentioned that it was your
understanding that it was working early in the day and then

it wasn't. |s that correct?

BRES: The opposite.
EEIIETE: O okay.
B !t wasn't working early in the day and

then it was working when the fornmer President was at the

site.

BRIl Ckay. | appreciate the clarification.

Now | want to touch on the text that you received regarding
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the use of counter snipers. You nentioned that you didn't
recall the date of when that was sent. Do you know who

sent that text?

BTSN | believe it vas the EEEESACEEN
B but it could ve been SAC Il as well.
BELEEEE:  And earlier you tal ked about how it was

conmuni cated that there was a credible, |ong-range threat

to NESEN
BT Ves.
BTN  And [EESEEbei ng M. Trunp?

_winess  HCES
Bl  And that was conmuni cated to you

separate fromthis text?

B Vell, | think that text would have

captured --

| PSivinoity  HESNGTNE

B - that.

BELEEEE: And you do not recall who el se woul d' ve
recei ved that text nessage. |s that correct?

B | believe it was the Donald Trunp Detai l

supervi sors. Just the supervisors.

SR Ddyoureply to that text?

B | may have just indicated like a
received, but that's it.
BEIEESE: DO d anyone else reply to the text?
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B | don't recall.

BEDESA: VWas this type of text typical?

BT No. | nean, like getting information
like that. | nean, it's -- not specifically, but the way

in which it was phrased was good.
BEESEE: s it your understanding that a
credi bl e, long-range threat woul d be based on adverse

intelligence?

~Winess — SENACEY

BT | want to share with you an exhibit
that we'll nark as, | think, Exhibit Nunber 3.

[ Exhi bit No. 3 was
mar ked for identification.]
BEEETEl: t's coming your way. This is the
Prelimnary Survey for the July 13th rally. So I'll give
you a nonent to take a | ook at that.

Are you famliar with this docunent?

BT Yes.
BTl Could you turn to the |ast page, page

10. Under the Intelligence section, do you see that, on
page 10 of 107

B ! see it.

BELEEEE: 't notes, "At this time no adverse

intelligence has been devel oped concerning this event. Any

adverse intelligence that may arise will be passed to all
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wor ki ng supervisors."” |If there was a credible, |ong-range

threat that you believe was based on adverse intelligence -

| Witness ___EESSUULRLIILL
SIS - would it be your expectation that

that would be nentioned in this section of the Prelimnary

Survey?

BT | guess if it could be witten in a way
that was not cl assified.

BELEEEE: \Wen you learned that there was a

credi ble, long-range threat, was it given to you in a

classified setting?

| Witness  HEERLC
Il Do you think --
e Sorry.

BT The information | was given for clarify
was not specific to Butler. It was just specific to any

visit in which you may think you need counter sniper
assets, that you should request them

BELEE: Do you think that if sonmeone read this
intel section they would be aware about a credible, Iong-

range threat to the protectee at this event?

B Not this specific section.
BELEEA: !s there any section in this

Prelimnary Survey where anyone who was reading this
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docunent to prepare to protect, to provide security at the
rally, that they woul d've been nmade aware of a credible,
| ong-range threat?

B As | testified earlier, once | received
that | briefed the | ead agent personally, and she runs, or
he runs, the advance team How they di ssem nate that
information is, you know, outside of ny capabilities. But
as far as what I'mlooking at in front of me on the
Prelimnary Survey, | don't see anything. | nean, there is
a counter sniper teamdepicted on the Prelimnary Survey,
and if you are famliar with working with a forner detail
that may pique your interest on why we're receiving them
But | don't see anything specific to your question.

BSOS You brought up something that | want to
get to regarding the actions that you took after receiving
this information. | think you nentioned earlier that
sonmetine after you received this text you took a phone call

from SAC [{IJJl] about the counter snipers.

BT | believe | did, yes.
Nl Do you recall when that occurred?
B | believe the text was later in the

evening, and | don't knowif | didn't receive it and read
it until that next norning. | don't recall exactly when.
But | believe | received the phone call from SAC I

you know, the next day fromthe text nessage.
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BT :  And could you tell us any content of

t hat conversati on?

B 't was just please request a counter

sniper team It wll be approved. That's it.

Bl O d you discuss any nore than that?

BN No. | don't think we did.

BEIEEEE: So then after you had that call you
mentioned earlier that you eventually called Vs. [} s

that correct?

BT Yes.
HIVEAl: How soon after?

BT | mmediately.

BEEEEE:  And why did you call her?

BT Because she's the | ead advance agent for
the trip.

BEEIIES Al ' testinony to the Conmittee,
told us -- this is a quote -- "I received anot her phone

call fromthe second supervisor from Trunp Detail stating
that we would be getting a Secret Service counter sniper
advance and that | would be receiving the nanes from SOD or
Special Operations Division. |In his phone call he

di scussed that there was credible intel that he could not
tell me as to why we were getting a sniper asset." Then
the question is, "D d you ask any nore questions?"

replied, "I told himhe needed to call ny supervisor
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about whet her whatever credible intel he had, and |I knew
enough that when he would say 'You' re not going to tell ne
over the phone,' because that's sonething classified."

So just to take a step back fromthat, did
tell you that you need to call her supervisor about this

i nformati on?

B ! don't recall that.
BEEE:  VWuld that be sonmething that you

woul d' ve felt the need to do, that in addition to calling

XS, and | think later you nmentioned that you called
Iy that you would also need to call

supervi sor?

B How | understand it and how |’ ve worked
it as a lead nyself, | never have received sonething quite

this, well, on this scale. But I work for ny SAC, and if
get sonething that needs to be briefed to him specifically
if I"'mthe | ead advance on a large visit like this, it's ny
responsibility to brief ny direct supervisor on what |'ve
| ear ned, because | report to them It's our district. So
it was ny opinion that she should have briefed her direct
supervi sor.

| PSI Minority | told us that you told her that
there was credible intel and that you could not tell her as
to why counter snipers were being assigned to the event.

I s that accurate?
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B  Sounds accurate.

SV Al D d she ask you why they are receiving
counter snipers?
B | don't recall she asked ne

specifically, but I think it's possible.

SVl And did you tell her that you can't

tell her why they're receiving counter snipers, outside of

just there was credible intel?

Bl !f | didit's because | didn't receive -
- | nmean, | just showed you how | received the information,
so | just didn't have it. | relayed to her basically what

was relayed to nme in the sanme kind of ternmns.
IV A: D d you ever relay to her that there's
classified informati on regardi ng the reasoni ng behind the

recei pt of counter snipers for the event?

BAGEE: | don't believe | did.

BEEIYSAl: Did she ever ask if any information
regardi ng the use of counter snipers is classified?

BT  "he use of counter snipers?

BEEISEA: D d she ever ask whether the fact that

counter snipers were going to be assigned to the even was

based on classified i nformati on?

BRAGES: | don't think so.
ERIIVIGYAl: Do you know whet her

communi cated to her supervisor any information about the
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conversation you had with her?

B | don't know.
ERIIVIAAl: Do you know who JEERRYENE supervisor

1 S7?
B | know the SAC of the district is i}
i

BEEEA: Ckay. Did you ever have any

conversations prior to the July 13th rally about the use of

counter snipers for the rally?

—Winess VY

BEIEEM:  You nentioned that you also called --

PBEEEN): | 'msorry to interrupt. Conversations
wi t h anyone?

__Psi Minority LR

| Witness Counsel QENNOIN SAIC Pitsburgh JERGXCVR

BT Srecific to |PYENEY. no.

BRIl Okay.  You nentioned that you al so
called XN s that correct?

B | did call her.

BENGEA:  And how soon did you call her?

B | called her -- well, before I knew we
were going to -- let ne think of the tinmeline here. |

don't know the exact tineline, but | know I called
because at the tine | called her | was unsure if we

were getting the counter sniper asset. So | sent her -- |
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used to work in the President's Operations Division, the
sitting President's Operations Division, when M. Trunp was
the sitting President. And | was assigned to the First
Lady's detail, all of her operations and logistics. And so
| had an old tenplate on how to request counter sniper,

whi ch was a Wrd docunent -- take a picture of what you're
| ooking at, get a distance, and a brief description on why
this woul d be an effective, kind of like we did for Pickens
but this was in a Wird docunent format. |In an attenpt to
set up for a successful, you know, subm ssion
of that.

And this is like before | knew we were getting the
counter sniper asset, | sent that to her and kind of wal ked
her through, hey, | need you to do this. | asked her to
ask the local field office for a rangefinder so she could
get distances fromwhere the stage would be. And | sent
her that docunent.

Now very shortly after | sent that docunent, naybe
within the hour, | |earned we were going to get counter
sni per assets, and then | had ny operations teamreach out
to and say, "Don't worry about the Wrd
docunent that just sent you, because we're
getting Secret Service counter sniper. That's part of
their advance. They'll do this for you."

So | forget the original question, but --
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BRIl  Yeah, no, | appreciate the background.
So to clarify, did you personally call Bl

[ Witness  HEER(CES

BEIEEA:  And when was that? Was that after the
cal | with [ErEEa”

[ winess MG

BELIE:  Shortly after?

[ witess — HENCES

BEIEEE:  And what did you comunicate to i}
Sic Ao

BESSE: Sane general, pay attention to your

|l i ne-of -sights, long-range threat. That's basically it.

BELEESEE:  And did she ask any questions to you

about any specifics? D d she ask you if you could share

any specifics as to why counter sniper assets are being

assi gned?
O | don't recall her asking any follow up
questions. | just renenber acknow edgi ng that she

under st ood what | was sayi ng.
B And in addition to calling |EEEESEEM.
why did you feel it was necessary to call [JEEEEIN?
BT Because it's her site. She's building
it out, right, sonething she needs to take into

consi derati on.

B Did you make any other calls to any
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other agents working the event that day regarding the

assignment of counter snipers to the event?

BLGESE: [ contacted our operations team.
They're not assigned to the advance but I did let them -- I

believe it was FeNMeEEM Uil He was a CNOS supplement

to our operations team, and I asked him to submit the

paperwork for that asset. That's all I can recall.

| PSI Minority [EEE:ste! is in Operations, you
said?

EXEIIESl: He's assigned to a field office. He was

on a temporary assignment to our detail during the
campaign.
LES . That's pretty

standard.

Il : Okay. And when did you contact [
s o

: I don't know the exact date or time but

it was basically as soon as I got the information that we

needed to request it. I didn't wait.
SRVLA: And maybe if you could just help us

understand the type of information you asked to

put together. 1Is it a document? Is it an email request?
B t's an email. It would've been sent to

Counter Snipers Operations Team, requesting a lead advance

agent for this rally. It was just an email.
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PS| Minority HEEEBIEIS -- woul d soneone need

to specify how many counter snipers would be assigned to
t he event?

Nl That's the function of the advance
counter sniper. So he's going to go out there, she's going
to go out there and determ ne we need X anount of teans to

cover the site.

ISl D d you nake these calls on your
personal phone or was this your work phone?

B | don't recall.

BENEAl: \Vould it be typical for you to nmake

these types of calls on a personal phone as opposed to a
wor k phone?

BNl !t's whatever's close by, you know.
It's usually nmy work phone, but if | have a personal phone
near ne it could be that. | just don't know Typically I

woul d try and use ny work phone.

IV aA: Ckay. | do not believe that we have
received any call logs related to these comuni cations. W

woul d |i ke those.
T l: | don't have access, obviously, to his

personal phone, but | will coordinate with his attorney.

BEEEA: Understood. I'mgoing to turn to the
next exhibit, that I'll mark as Exhibit 4.

[ Exhi bit No. 4 was
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mar ked for identification.]

SIS BN ! give you a nonent to

take a look at this. Are you famliar with this emil?

[ Pause. ]

B This is July 12th. | don't know if |
was on this email or not. It doesn't refresh ny nenory at
all.

BEEEEE: And what is the reason why you can't

tell whether or not you were on this email?

B Vell, it's redacted, and the FROMis
fromthe Protective Intelligence Division to soneone on
DTD.

BEEE:  And you can't recall if this was sent

to you?

B | don't recall.
SIS For the record, this Conmittee did not
apply the redactions to this email. This enmail was

redacted by Secret Service or DHS. And just to give
context, the subject line of this email is "The arrest was
made, " and it's sent froma redacted individual at Secret
Service to anot her redacted individual on the DID. And
that person wote, on July 12th, "Don't have many ot her
details right now, but the subject is in custody. Not

expecting any press. Still sealed as far as | amaware. "

iness — CEUS
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BEIESE: And then it goes on.

B | would just say that, you know, Mar-a-
Lago is a dynanmic place to protect. It's possible that --
| don't know what this email is just tal king about. |

mean, it's dated July 12th and 13th, around and on the day
of Butler events, but | don't know that it's related. |I'm
just putting that out there.

S oAl Are you aware of an individual named

Asi f Merchant.

BRGEE: !t doesn't sound familiar.
SIS 2 Okay. So just to be clear, you are not

aware of any arrest of an individual relating to the

protectee, or as a threat to the protectee, on July 12th?

BT | don't recall.
I A Okay. Has anyone from DHS or Secret

Service instructed you not to speak with Congress?

| Witness _ HESEESE
Al | 'mgoing to turn it over to ny

col | eague, SN
BEIEE: Hey., good afternoon. Thank you for being

here. So could we wal k through, in nore detail, once you
arrive at the Butler scene, what you did, what was your
role, and wal k us through up to shots fired.

BT You want to know on July 13th from when

| arrived in the notorcade to shots fired.
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B  Wen we arrived and pulled into
=S  os cxpected, everything seened good. |
recall my radio had
so | had phone ahead to
to get the for me, which is usually kept in the
And she told me she would have that for ne
at the arrival/departure area. So when | initially
arrived, M. Trunp IS 2nd | went and she had the
in that area. EHENEEGN. Cid a
s ]

| oud and clear, and | did the sane. So | knew the radio

was operational now, as it should be.

After that | walked into where SAC
M is- and | relieved himso he could go and see the
stage area with IS ! recall taking M. Trunp to

the photo |ine area G

and just kind of watching the public cone in to take their

photo with himand exit. And during that tine |I recall SAC

GINNNN coring back, and
S od he was just kind of letting nme

work it as he was waiting for it to finish up.
As it finished, because M. Trunp was runni ng behind
that day, there was supposed to be an interview al so after

the photos, but they decided to do it after the event, just
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to speed up the timeline. I recall after the photos, the
person that was going to be doing that interview came in.

He wanted just to greet her and say thank you. So she came

in, and when she came in I pushed
=S bccause typical that's where I should
v, NESHENNNEN. and then sac NN
S

So that happened. I went out and
[Es Y
That's when I told to go check

on the =S} and he did. We cleared that up. And

then, you know, his music queued up. "Proud to Be An

American" (N
And he did. He walked out. There was
a set of American flags in front of the tent door to lead
out to the stage, and he walked out,

And, you know, he walked out as we

planned. SAC [{JIJJll went right. I stayed to the

es ]

We walked him out to the stage. It was incredibly
loud, a very enthusiastic crowd that day. Nothing abnormal
at that time that would've caused us to do anything
different at that moment. To me it looked like the shift

and myself and the SAC were in good position for anything.
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And then we eventually worked himto our final positions.
ES

ES

ES

And then President Trunp began his speech. For about
four or five mnutes he was giving remarks. The crowd was,
again, just very, very loud. And | recall that the
Hercul es team which is our counter snipers, canme over the
radi o and said, "The locals are working sonething at the
nine o' clock,” and then they corrected thensel ves,
basically within the sanme breath, and said, "No, it's the
three o' cl ock."

And so | kind of had eye contact wth SAC I
We' ve worked many events together. And | noticed we both
kind of waited for an update on what that was, and we
didn't receive that update. And between the tinme we got
that information and, you know, a few seconds | ater,
really, | saw SAC {Illlll] te!! to go figure out
what was going on. | saw himlike kind of notion her
of fstage, and | knew what that neant. |It's too l|oud for
her to hear anything, so she's going to go offstage and
figure out what's goi ng on.

And by the tinme she left, you know, she was nmaybe gone
20 seconds or so, | heard the first -- no nore radio

updates. The only radio traffic | heard that day was, that
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| can be for certain on, was what | just testified to,
about what our counter snipers put out over the radio. |
recall that pretty vividly.

When | heard the first crack of the -- | didn't know
what it was at the tine. Wat |'mabout to explainis ny
brain kind of processing three separate things in a nmatter
of a second or under. But when | heard the crack, July 4th
was not too |ong before that, and the first crack sounded
like -- I'"ve got a nine-year-old and a five-year-old, and
they were throwing those little poppers in our driveway.
And that's what it sounded like to ne. | was |like, that
menory was triggered i medi ately.

And then within that sane kind of thought | was
t hi nki ng nmaybe there's a heckler behind us with caps, and
you know, al nost |ike one of those poppers that you' d shoot
of f at, you know, New Year's Eve or sonmething. That's what
it sounded like. And so l'mwaiting for soneone to tell ne
what's going on behind me. And kind of during that | ast
t hought there | heard the second crack, and just
instinctively just didn't really think about nuch el se
after that and went on and the stage. And as | was
running up | yelled, to the fornmer President, "Get down.

Get down. Get down," and kind of caught himas he noved to
the ground. And | recall just kind of holding himand

pushing himup towards the front of the stage
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And then | went to the ground with him | didn't |ay
on top of him because | needed himto still be able to
breathe. So | just kind of just covered his head, neck,

and vital organs above his chest as best |I could with ny

entire body. You know, as | kind of caught him and noved

to the grown, I SAC was al so kind of zippering

in on his mdsection and |lower half, alnost at the sane

time. | recall, you know, being over M. Trunp, and I
asked himif he was okay. | said, "Sir, are you okay?" and
he said, "I think so."

And then | noticed a pool of blood formng in front of
himas | was |ooking down on him And IR0
| believe, gave ne the white towel that you see in all the
photos. He dropped it down onto nme, and | recognized it as
M. Trunp's sweat, you know, the thing he cleans his face
with at rallies. So | was famliar with what it was, and I
i mredi ately grabbed it and applied pressure to the wound.

And | initially had put it on his left ear, and then
he corrected nme and said, "No, it's ny right ear."” Al nost
his hunor in that nonent kind of reassured ne that he
wasn't really badly injured. He was alert. He was very
calm honestly. He was speaking clearly. So froma

medi cal triage standpoint | felt Iike we were in good
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shape.

And by then every agent was on the stage, and he was
conpl etely covered. And then at sonme point while we're on
the stage, it was either or what | heard
through nmy radio, or both -- | believe it was both --

" Shooter down. Shooter down." And when we heard those

words, collectively, we pulled himto his feet and escorted

himoff the stage, stage left, and
evacuat ed.

BEDESSE: Thank you. So going back to when you
arrived IESHIIIEEEEEEEEE i d the notorcade cone down
Meridian Road into Brady Paul Lane?

BT | don't renenber the names of the roads.
It was to the rear of the stage.
It youre in the

driver's seat, driving towards the arrival/departure, to
the left are sone |ike residential hones, and then to the
right is kind of an open, grassy area. And, you know, we

had tal ked about that area during the wal k-t hrough.

BELUEEE: As part of the notorcade,
BN  You' re tal king about
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BEEDIEM: Yeah, like the main arteries into the
rally that day. Wre there | ocal cops enforcing, you know,
you can't park your car on the side of the road?

BT | recall the local police having signage
up that said that there was no parking allowed on the
street. Now, there were residential hones al so on that
street, so there were people in their front yards having
parties, excited for his arrival. But | do recall there
being Ii ke a DOI, you know, sign, specific for that event.

BELEEEY: And that woul d' ve been on Meridian Road,
which is the route that goes behind the Farm Show?

B  Yes. sir.

IS Do you know the exact time that you

arrived with the protectee on July 13th, what tinme that

was ?
| Witness _ HEIASE
BEEIEE: Vs it around 5:307?
B  Sounds correct.

BEIIE: 2 OQutside of the radio transm ssion from
Her cul es about the |ocals who were working sonething at the
9 a.m, and then they i medi ately correct to the 3 p.m, |
just want to be clear. You working that day, you did not
see any other type of comotion or any type of |aw
enforcenent working sonething, either inside the rally or

outside the rally, fromyour vantage point?
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BRI | did not.
SIS Did you hear anyone say, quote, "On the

roof" before shots were fired?

BTl | don't recall that.
Il After the assassination attenpt, and when

you had tinme to maybe review your phones, text nessages,
was t here any nessages or phone calls you received in the

| ead-up of shots being fired at 6:11 p.m on that day?

BRESEE: No. | was in conmmunication with Site
al | day, asking her how things were going,
wanti ng status updates on, you know -- nedical conditions
were one of the big threats that day. It was hot, |arge
crowd. Dehydration was an issue. So | |like to pass that

information along to SAC JIjll and the staff coming in,
just to let them know, hey, you' ve got, you know, X anount
of people here, and we've had this many transports. Just
so they kind of know what's going on, on the ground. But |
didn't receive anything outside of that. And al so
| et nme know about his problens with the software.

BE: So reviewi ng your phones and text
nmessages, emails, you did not receive any inmages of Thomas
Crooks, be on the |ookout, to any of your devices?

[ winess NN

BEDOESM: Ddyou at all receive inmages of the

assassin after the event?
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BN | ve seen images of himafter the event.
BRI Do you know if Thomas Crooks was on any
federal, state, or local radar before July 13th?

B | do not.
BRSNS Odyou interact with any other federal

agenci es before, during, and after the event -- FBI, ATF?
BT  So Homel and Security Investigations

suppl enented us that trip, as post-standers. As far as
before, that would be ny only -- and outside of

Pennsyl vania State Police, you know, they hel ped us with
not orcade things. | wasn't directly in comunication with
them but | recall thembeing there. Those are |ocal
assets for that. That's kind of |ike before. You know,
afterwards, obviously |'ve been interviewed by other

agenci es.

IS Ckay. It's 3:43, and | think we're going
to take a break.

[ Recess. ]

IEE I B Ve' |l go back on the record and divide
the remaining tine that we have left.

Sol'd like to go back and ask a couple of follow up
qguestions about the |ine-of-sight issues we spoke about the
day prior to the rally. W've been told by nenbers of the
advance teamthat the canpaign staff denied requests to use

physi cal barriers such as farm equi pnent and Penske trucks
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to mtigate line-of-sight concerns. Should this

i nformati on have been el evated to you?

BT | recall using farmequi pment for sone
| ine-of-sight. The Penske trucks, | did not have any
awareness of. If those were denied | certainly woul d' ve

li ke to have known about it.

BRI And does canpai gn staff have the ability
to overrule security decisions that the Donald Trunp Detail
bel i eves are appropriate?

| Witness _ HEEEISE

EEEIE: And what specifically were you told
about how the AGR buil ding woul d be covered, on July 12th?

BT | was briefed that there would be police
officers on the AGR side of the fence and additional police
officers on the area in between the site and the AGR as
wel | as overwatch from Secret Service counter sniper and
| ocal counter sniper.

GEISIEEA: D d you have any concerns with regard to
the coverage of the AGR building as a vulnerability to the
prot ect ee?

Bl No.  The best counter snipers in the
world told nme they had it covered, and | was good with
t hat .

EEELER: So for the wal k-through, you were

responsible for reviewing the in-person site security
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setup. Is that correct?

B  Say that again.

EEIEEM: During the July 12th wal k-through, you
were responsible for reviewng in-person the site security
setup, to make sure that everything is adequate and

appropri ate.

B | mbriefed on what it will look like on
game day, on the 13th.

IR Understood. According to the

| ndependent Revi ew Panel, they issued a report in
Septenber, and in the report they wote, "A senior agent
fromthe Trunp detail tasked with review ng in-person the
site security setup in the run-up to the rally did not

engage in appropriate followup after a, quote, 'nore

junior detail menber'"™ -- inprovising here -- "rel ayed
generic information regardi ng how the AGR buil di ng woul d
supposedly be secured. That was not consistent with the
di agrammati c depiction of security resources in the site
| ayout di agram"”

Are you famliar with this critique?

—Winess  HENNY

ERIAIEERd: Do you know who this critique is in

reference to?

Winoss NG
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BESIE: Are there any other senior agents from
the Trunp detail tasked with review ng in-person the site
security setup in the run-up to the rally, aside fromyou?

| Witness _HESSRSSNCERRUZCIE  Campaign Supervisor B
That's it fromthe Donald Trunp Detail.

BB And during the site wal k-through, did
you di scuss whi ch buil di ngs woul d be swept?

B Every building inside the site would be
swept .

BRI B Based on the unique |ayout of the Butler
Farm Show and the nunber of vulnerabilities on the exterior
of the security perineter, should the AGR buil di ng have
been swept ?

BN Like | said, | was briefed that it was
bei ng covered. Think of a second supervisor wal k-t hrough.
You want to make sure that things have been thought of, and
if they haven't been thought of then how are we going to
fix that. The AGR buil dings had been thought of, and their
pl an was to have a unifornmed presence there and counter
sni per overwatch. So from ny perspective, it's okay. Like
| said, I'mconcerned about the innernpst circle, the
President's novenents, and all the assets onstage, where
the cars are, posted capabilities, where can we go if we

have to

So when |'m briefed that those things have been
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t hought of and that there's police not just on one side of
the fence but on both sides of the fence, and that we have
overwat ch from extrenely capabl e people with advanced
training on counter sniper, | feel okay with that.
EEIEE: Mving forward to the day of the rally,
you ment i oned you
And during that whole tine were you positioned

in the tents behind the stage?

B So when we arrived | was in the tents,
and then when M. Trunp took the stage

e Prior to your arrival at the rally site,

were you aware there would be two Command Posts, so one
Secret Service Security Roomand then a state/l ocal Conmmand
Post ?

BRI | was briefed on the 12th that it woul d
be a joint Command Post, or joint Security Room which to
nme neans everybody that's going to be there has a seat at

the table, which would be what |'m accustoned to. So |

woul d have no reason to ask
BB EEE: Wo briefed you on that?

S | believe it was SN
TR EEA: And so your understanding, it was a

joint Security Room that kind of
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~iness G

EESIEEM: Full integration between |ocal, state,
and Secret Service.

S  "hat was ny under st andi ng.

BB E: \VWere you in direct communication with
any local |aw enforcenent or state |aw enforcenent that
day?

BT o

LEEIEEd: | n the event a suspicious person is
identified at a large rally site such as the Butler Farm
Show, whose responsibility is it to track down and confront

t he suspi ci ous person?

M |t depends on what we have available to
us. In this specific instance, a protective intelligence

advance agent or a site protective intelligence site agent
woul d be primary.

EIEa:  Veére you aware that the counter sniper
response agent as well as the protective intelligence agent
were both | ooking for an individual, a suspicious
i ndi vidual, with a rangefinder?

B | was not aware of that information.

I s that information that should have

been el evated to soneone of your |evel?

winess  HENCE
CRTIVE: And | just want to confirm | know you
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testified to this before, but | want to confirm You did
not receive any text nmessages, emails, or any other
conmuni cations, whether it was verbal, a phone call, in
person, informng you about a suspicious individual wth a
rangefi nder, gauging the stage at the rally?

[ Winess  HE)

S EE: And you were not informed about the
suspi ci ous individual on the roof for three nminutes,
bet ween 6:08 and 6:11 p. m

B | had no know edge.

B And you did not receive the BOLO t hat
was sent out by the Secret Service counter sniper team at

5:52 p.m |Is that correct?

B | don't recall receiving that.
HSGAC Majority §

|

believe it is. | did see himw th a rangefinder | ooking
towards stage. FYlI. If you want to notify Secret Service
counter snipers to look out. | lost sight of him Also a

bi ke with a backpack sitting next to it in the rear of the
bui | di ng was not seen earlier.”
|s that information that you shoul d have been nade

awar e of ?

BTSN Absol utel y.
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BRI s that information that the site agent

shoul d have been nmade aware of ?

| Witness  HESCEE
O Do you know why the site agent was not

made aware of that information?

B Are you saying that it's a fact that she
was not? |I'mnot aware if she was or was not.

EECEIEEM: Qur understanding is that this
information was not relayed to the Secret Service advance
i ndividuals on the day of the rally. |Is that information
t hat shoul d have been relayed to the site agent, and if so,

to your know edge where is the breakdown?

BT  Everybody shoul d have been aware of
that. |It's critical information.

IEEEeIEEM: And so the only radio traffic you heard
was the counter snipers over the radio that the |locals were
working a three o' clock, a situation at the three o'cl ock.

B Correct. They said the locals were
wor ki ng sonething at the nine o' clock, and they corrected
t hensel ves and said three o' cl ock.

Pt |'dlike to go back in time and then go
forward in time. So going back in tinme, before you arrived
at the rally site, our understanding is the C UAS advance
agents with the Donald Trunp Detail testified that he told

you around 2 p.m that the C UAS systemwas down. Do you
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recall that?

[ Witness ~ HEER(CES

BRI Ed: \Wat steps did you take to help him get
the system back up and runni ng?

BRESS: Vell, he told nme what he was doing. He
told ne that he was in communication with the manufacturer
and TSD, which is -- that's the correct advice. He already
knew what to do.

BERES: So from2 p.m until 4:33 p.m, the G
UAS systemis down, which allowed Crooks to fly a drone

undetected for 11 mnutes, beginning at 3:51 p.m D d that

concern you at all, that the systemwas down for two-plus
hour s?
BT hat was the first tine | had

experienced that it wasn't working. But it wasn't overly
concerni ng because M. Trunp wasn't there yet.

PRIt But at the sanme tinme, this would have
been an opportunity to have a potential interaction with a
potential suspicious individual, sonmeone flying a drone
around the site of a political rally prior to a forner
Presi dent speaking. Correct?

B Had it been on, we're assuming that it
woul d' ve been on and operational, yes, it would ve been.

If all those assunptions happen, that he's there and

everything's working and the
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Les .../

that woul d' ve
been great information. It just sinply didn't happen,

t hough, you know, unfortunately.

EIES: And so the C UAS system being down is
entirely separate fromthe tenporary flight restriction
zone. Correct? Those two things operate independently.
You can have a C UAS systemthat can detect drones

I ndependent of having a TFR zone. Correct?

B Sure. The TFRis just a note that FAA
puts out. It's not Secret Service, you know --

BRI  And our understanding is the G UAS agent
testified that he requested an extension for the TFR zone.
He was concerned that the President m ght be speaking
| onger than 6:15, and wanted to nmake sure that the TFR
covered the time in which he was on the stage. And he
rai sed those concerns to you. Do you recall this?

B | don't recall that.

BRIt Ve’ ve learned that the TFR, the request
for a TFR extension, was denied w thout explanation. Wre
you aware of this?

B He wanted to extent it beyond -- so not
before the rally but after.

HSGAC Majority | Correct.
B | was not aware of the denial, and |
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don't know who did that.
IGEEER: And you weren't aware of the denial. Do
you know where the denial cane fron? Did it cone from

Secret Service? Didit cone from FAA?

B | can only specul ate.

ESEam: Only if you know.

B | don't know

BRIl Ckay. I'Il turn it over to ny colleague
for a couple of drone questions, and then we'll nove

forward in tine.

BELESE: Just to go over the issues with the

drones agai n, because you had nentioned previously that

you're not certain but you believe that

B ves part of, am| understanding this correctly, a

group briefing, where the TSD went over how the equi pnent

wor ked?
B That's how | renenber it.
CIYEGA: And then that there was al so sort of a

ride-al ong that he potentially went on. Correct?

In general, in your role, making sure the protectee is
covered, how do you see the role of CUAS as, | guess,
conpl enmenti ng your role?

B | think it's an excellent program It
hel ps us conpl ete our 360-degree protection of site by

having that capability. So | think it's inportant.
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BEERESE: And so how often do you put thought

into whether all the pieces of a site are operational or
functioning the way they're supposed to, or is that outside

of the purview of your responsibilities?

BN As it relates to a drone?
NIIEAAl: Sure. | nean, as part of naking sure

that the security plan is conplete and that everything is
working the way it's supposed to, how rmuch thought do you
put into the C UAS function?

BT One, | want to neke sure that we
actually have it because, like | said earlier, this wasn't
an asset that we always got. It's if our own division
could supply it. It wasn't like it came from TSD, which we
get now We had TSD cone down and train a couple of guys

that were wlling to do it, and when we could we depl oyed

them So it's an inportant asset,
LES |
PSI| Maijorit . Sure. And you don't run the D.C,

office. | guess in retrospect, have you had a chance to

read the InterimReport we put out?

| Witness _EEERESE
PSI Majorit : It suggested that

fundanental ly, fromwhat we were hearing, fundanmentally
di dn't understand how t he equi pnent worked or howto really

be on how to plug the pieces together. Does that seem
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concerning to you?

B  The equi pnent wor ked.

PSI| Maijorit . | mean, yes, but that's a technica
distinction that kind of -- it didn't work until after the
assail ant had used a drone to surveil the site. [t didn't

work until four hours after it was supposed to work. So
saying that it worked is an inconplete statenent.

B Ckay. | onean, he got it to work. He
did everything, | think, correctly to troubl eshoot what he
was experiencing. He called the right people. And
ultimately it worked. As |I've said earlier, we can only
guess if it woul d ve been operational when the drone was up
inthe air. W don't know that we woul d' ve been

operational with the C UAS system

ESIIVEdYAl: So, | nean, because | understand. It
seens |ike one that -- again, this is not fully within your

purview, and | get that. But | guess just fromthe
perspective of your confort in feeling that you have al

the assets you need in place, there is one aspect of the
training of M. [JIll. but then also there's the aspect of
when he called tech support that it took multiple hours for
themto | ocate the experts necessary to actually figure out
what was goi ng wong. Does that raise any concerns, that
it took so long for tech support to -- and that m ght be a

contracting issue, that m ght obviously go up the chain.
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But just as a base |evel, does that concern you that it
took that |Iong for tech support, whatever contract they had
with tech support, to work through those issues?

R 't would certainly be nice to have

I mredi at e access to the experts.

EIIETA: Thanks. That's all |'ve got.
CESSIEEM:  Excuse ne. wi th

Senator Peters. 1've got a couple of quick follow up
guestions on what you were discussing earlier. One thing I
want to nmake sure | heard correctly. Wen you were
speaki ng about your understanding of how t he AGR buil di ng
woul d be covered, did you say that you were briefed that
there woul d be a uniforned police presence on both sides of
the fence in that area?

Witness Yes.

INOWIEEN: And that was [EERELN
| Witness  HENERCES
oIt  Wen you say both sides of the fence,

you nean that area in between the two fence lines as well
as the side where the AGR buil ding was present?
BN Yes. There was like a chain-link fence
and --
EESIE: And do you recall anything nore specific
about, you know, what she said in terns of, you know, which

state or |ocal agencies would be providing that presence
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around, or anything along those |ines?

BT No. It was just there's going to be

uni formed presence on both sides of the fence.
PRI And that was a verbal briefing?

[ Witness  HENRCC)
e And did you ever see any, you know,

di agrans or other paper depicting where the unifornmed

presence woul d be?

BEE: So | recall her diagram It's pretty

st andar d I
IS 't s just to acknow edge that there is a
presence there, |'ve thought about this, and it's going to

be covered.

ERI Tl And was your expectation that Agent [
woul d' ve received nore detail fromyour state and | ocal
partners about, you know, even if your diagram only showed
sonet hing high level, would you have expected Agent [N
to have had a conversation with state or |ocal partners
sayi ng, you know, we're going to have X nunber of uniforned
of ficers on foot, X nunber of, you know, vehicles, and
here's specifically where they're going to be?

BESS: For the second supervisor wal k-t hrough

it probably would not get that granul ar.
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LB Ckay. But when she was briefing you,
sayi ng, you know, there's going to be a uniforned presence
on both sides, would you have expected her to be aware of a
greater |evel of detail than what she conveyed to you, or

you woul d have expected her to just, you know, hear from

state and locals, we'll have sone presence?
B She told ne that she actual ly wal ked

that area with the locals. So it was ny understandi ng
that, you know, she had that rapport w th whonever was
going to be there and where they were going to be

posi ti oned and how nany.

IEESeIEEM: And then did you becone aware at any
point, that day or after the fact, that there -- your
understanding is that while there were patrol cars in
between the two fences, there were not any uniforned
officers patrolling the area on the AGR side of that second
fence. D d you cone to |learn that at any point?

B  Not before the event.

GBI And is that unusual that, you know, what
actual ly happened on the ground is different than what you

were told and what the expectation would have been?

B | msorry. Say that again.
EEITYAYETR: You know, is that unusual -- | guess the

guestion is you woul d expect, in your experience, have you

had ot her instances where you were told this is where state
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and locals are going to be and then conme to find out |ater
that that was not, in fact, the case?

B | don't recall a specific instance.

LEENEEN: Thanks. And one separate question. |
want to talk specifically about the tinme period right
before the fornmer President took the stage. So you were,
at that point, with President Trunp backstage before he
went on to speak?

| Winess  HNCES

BB And at events like this, or protectee

events, is there any kind of, you know, standard,

| witness _ HIESNQ
eI EEM: Ckay. So you woul d expect,
LES
LES

[ Winess &
MY EE A You rely on your colleagues in the

Secret Service to raise any issues if there were.

B Correct.  Correct.
EEES I And we' ve tal ked about how, you know, at

the time or later, around 6:00,1 give or take a couple of
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m nutes, we know now that both the protective intelligence
agents and the counter sniper response teamwere actively
engaged in | ooking for this suspicious individual and had
not made contact or, you know, interviewed him detained
him |Is that sonething that you woul d expect any nunber of
agents with that knowl edge to raise prior to a protectee
taki ng the stage?

BEEE: | wuld ve liked to have known all the
i nformation before we took the stage.

EIEal: Ckay. And with all the other agents
wor ki ng the event, were they aware -- would they have known
that -- would they have received any notice prior to the
Presi dent taking the stage where, you know --

LES SO
that agents could raise sonething if they had a concern

t hat was out st andi ng?

s NS

So that does happen. It did
happen. | can't say for certain. |It's just so automatic

that it's sonething that I'mjust --

(HSGAC Majonty ERILES
“iness  ELES
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Now i f they were scanning on their radio,

EsSH: t(hey would' ve heard it. [If they were not
scanni ng, then they wouldn't hear it.

EEIEEd: And is there a standard practice or
expectation that they should be scanning to foll ow those
novenent s?

K  They should be scanning -- we didn't
have Secret Service agents that day, though, so | can't
conpletely fault them W had Honel and Security
I nvestigation agents, who are fine people, but they're not
Secret Service agents. And so that nay not be sonething
they're totally famliar wth.

IEEEEE: Okay. Got it. That's all that | have.
["ll turn it over to ny colleagues. Thank you.

IEEE B Just a couple additional questions on
the day of the July 13th rally. One thing | wanted to
clarify is you initially, the day before, were briefed that
there would be a joint Security Ropomw th all the key
pl ayers involved. |Is that what you thought was happeni ng
on July 13th?

winess — HENACES

BRI So you did not know that there were

actually two Command Posts?

BRESS: | was under the inpression it was one
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joint Security Room

I EEA: And noving forward to when shots were

fired, I know you spoke about, in detail, your novenents
and how you responded to protect the President. | want to
ask a couple of specific questions about protocol. Wen

you noved to cover the President to nmake sure he was
protected, what is the protocol to nove the protectee off
the stage? Do you have to wait until you hear "shooter
down"? Do you hold for a specific period of tinme? Could

you wal k us through the protocol ?

B Sure. I'mnot sure there's a specific
set of rules. It's a very dynam c situation where nultiple

rounds are being shot. You' ve got counter assault team
guys com ng on the stage to set up a perineter. For that
speci fic day, once we heard "shooter down" we felt pretty
good that it was an appropriate tine to nove.

IR And in the event where you experience
sonmething like this but do not have counter snipers and may
not hear "shooter down," would the protocol be -- nmaybe
it'"s not a protocol, as you nentioned; it's dynam c,
depending on the situation -- to hold with the CAT team
creating that barrier?

B The question is in a hypothetical
situation, if | didn't have counter sniper and the sane

events unfol ded, the sane thing happened but we just don't
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have counter snipers. |s that your question?
I EA:  Yes.
BT | don't know if any of us would be alive

if we didn't have counter sniper.

ERII . And | guess one other question. So why

not nove himoff the stage i medi ately, considering he was

shot ?
B One, | didn't know he was shot. |
didn't know it was confirned that he had been hit. | did

see blood but | didn't know how he was bleeding. And we're

behi nd cover.

agents on
top of him Al though we're exposed, we're still safe. So

It's instinct.

BRI EE: Understood. So noving forward, why, as
you noved himoff the stage, why -- | think there were a
couple of critiques of why waiting to |l et the President get
his shoes, and why it I et himexpose hinself to raise his
fist.

BT | believe he left in his socks. W
noved him off the stage as fast as we could. To ne it
seened textbook, to be quite honest wth you.

BRI Ed: So you have no -- | know this probably
all was a blur, but |ooking back there wasn't anything in

your view where you waited to |l et himaget his shoes or
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up.
BT tHe didn't get his shoes. He left in his

socks. And we noved himoff the stage, shielding himwth
our entire bodies as we noved It was
pretty textbook.

ISR And 1'd like to ask a couple follow up
guestions. The | ndependent Review Panel report noted that
It is

The panel found that while the
process enhancenent by the Trunp detail, and this is their
wor ds, quote, "appears to have been well intentioned and

sensible to inprove the quality of site planning, it may
have i nadvertently also contributed to the anbiguity
regarding overall site security ownership and | eadership
responsibilities on the 13th."

Do you agree with this assessnent?

BREEEE: | think the integration of our agents

has been extrenely well received by the field offices, from

its inception up until recently,

W' re being given agents fromthe current

President's detail for site advance work.

IEEEE: | msorry. Could you say that again?
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B Not right now Like I'mtalking within
the last few days,
I
We could still send one, but

honestly, the travel has been mnimal since the election.
IEEESEE: Another critique fromthe panel was that
mul ti pl e experienced senior personnel fromlocal field
of fices tasked with advance work, quote, "failed to
properly develop the Site Security Plan in a way that was
responsive to basic security planning principles.” Do you
agree with this assessnent, and if so, what needs to change
to ensure security planning is aligned with basic security
pl anni ng principles? Exanples they included were, you
know, effective mtigation of high-angle |ine-of-sight
ri sks, effective flow of comrunication, integrating state
and local roles. Those are just a few exanpl es.
BESE: | think how we' ve responded after this
event, it would have been hel pful then, just, you know, the

full conplenent of assets.

IEEESEE: | ' msorry. Could you clarify that?
What do you nean?
I Like the counter sniper, counter

assault, a larger counter assault team all the advance

personnel that go with those assets.
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Those pi eces,
you know, are there to help the site agent, as well, on

what they see fromtheir training and experience on what
needs to be helped to secure that site. So having those
t hi ngs, having those kinds of assets for our detail

woul d' ve been hel pful prior to Butler.

R ad: Wuld have a counter surveillance unit

have been hel pful ?

| witness  HERCEE
e . Do you know why one was not requested?

Did you recomend that one be requested?

B Ve did not request one. That never cane
in fromthe advance team | don't know if we ever got a

Counter Surveillance Division teamprior to Butler,
Pennsylvania. It was not a standard practi ce.

BB But given the unique nature of this site
and the threat that had recently conme in against President
Trunp, should a counter surveillance unit have been

request ed?

BT !t would' ve been helpful. M. Trunp had
a lot of outdoor rallies. | nean, just because we were

outside at Butler was not really unusual.
IEEELCLE: Are there certain, whether it's
cultural, institutional nornms or custons within the Secret

Service that, you know, should be reevaluated as it relates
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to whether it's giving deference to inexperienced
protective detail agent or the canpaign staff, who do not
specialize in security, or sonmething el se, based on your
decade- pl us of experience with the agency?

BT | think if we, you know, we shoul d
definitely look at what's happening with a protectee that
m ght be running for office versus, you know, a traditional
former President who nay not be holding the types of events
that M. Trunp was holding. They're very different, in ny
experience. So maybe sone kind of evaluation on what could
be provided to those situations. Ganted, this is the
first of its kind, so --

IEEE: Did you contribute to the final Site
Survey after the event?

BTN \o.

BRI Was there a final Site Survey, to your
know edge?

B !t's standard practice to submt a final

survey. There shoul d' ve been.

BB | don't believe we've received a copy of
the final Site Survey, so |I'll just add that to our request

list.
To your know edge, have any Secret Service personnel
involved in the July 13th event been renoved from duty,

reassi gned, place on | eave, or term nated?
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| witness  HENCIIIIIRG

BRI O anyone in a field office, anyone to
your know edge, whether it's within the detail or within a
field office.

B | know Agent [l has been put on, |
don't know what the exact classification of it is, but she
does not operate at work anynore.

GBI Have you received any disciplinary
actions or admnistrative | eave from Secret Service after
the event?

[ Winess NG

IEESEE: \Wat happened at the July 13th rally was
a near mss or what Secret Service refers to as an unusual
protective event or incident. Are you aware, have you been
involved in any event like this in the past, or are you
aware of any events like this in the past?

BRESE: No. | nean, 43 years ago was the | ast
time sonething basically like this happened.

EEIEE: To your know edge, did anyone conplete

which i's the
after this event?

BN | believe one was conpl et ed.
Al And | also don't believe we have

received a copy of this. | would ask for that, as well.

To your know edge, were there any Secret Service
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protocols or policies that day that were deviated from or

not foll owed on July 13th?

BRESSEE: Not that |I'maware of.
LEELCE: |s setting up two conmand posts contrary

to Secret Service protocol ?

BREEE: | ' ve cone to learn that it is not
unusual .

B EE: The forner and acting Director of the
Secret Service have both testified before Congress that
operational failures occurred that day. Do you agree that

there were operational failures, and if so, please opine.

BT | believe comunication was the biggest
| earning point fromthis day. | think if we had the

communi cations with the appropriate people, information
flow, I think this gets avoi ded.

RSN To your point on conmmunications, the SAC
of the Buffalo Field Ofice, who ran the Security Room on
July 13th, suggested that a second supervi sor who had done
the wal k-t hrough run the security post in the Security
Room Do you agree wth that suggestion?

BT  Absolutely not. [I'msorry. Basically

he wanted ne to run the radi os?
EEXEEd: | mnot saying you specifically. Mreso
a recomendation forward | ooking and how to i nprove

communi cations. |'m curious whether you --
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BT | guess just be careful. Second

supervisers«woul d not performthat function. So if he
wants a suggestion is to have additional people in the
security room - -

EEEE: !t should be soneone else. It is not

within the role of the second supervisor, is what I'm

heari ng you say. |Is that correct?
EICETNE:  That's correct.

GBI B And |ast question before | turn it over
to ny coll eague. Wat changes, to your know edge, has
Secret Service, including the Donald Trunp Detail,

i mpl ement ed since July 13th?

R Say it again.

BRI EETd: \Wat changes or reforns has Secret
Service, including the Donald Trunp Detail, inplenented
since July 13th?

TS  Vell, they've increased our -- we
basically have a simlar style posture to the sitting
President, which is, you know,
Some of the larger --
when it was possible they would send a

agent to conduct the lead, instead of just the field
office. [|'mnot saying that, you know, Agent ] was from
a big detail so she had big detail tine as far as doing

advance work, but a change that happened after that was
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agents that were on the sitting President's detai

suppl enented our trips, and when they could, they would run
those trips if manpower allowed. So that was a positive
change, | thought.

Sl Just a few questions and |I'Il turn it over
to our colleagues. W has the authority to renove a
protectee fromthe stage?

BN !t's the Secret Service.

MO Wwo, within the Secret Service, physically
in proximty to any protectee, is only going to be the
detail. Correct?

—Winoss  GEERCES

BN So wouldn't it be only the detail that has
the actual capability to renove a protectee?

B Fromthe stage, yes.

EBERIEEE: So is there any conmunication prior to an
event about responsibilities with respect to flow of
information to details that is unique to information that
needs to go to a detail?

BT | mnot sure | follow

RIS You indicated in response to questions from
nmy col league, in at least three different instances, that
there was information you woul d' ve |iked to have known
about in this event -- IS} the individual with the

rangefi nder, the individual Iurking around.
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[Witness — HENNOCVS
EBESIEER: Anong all of these pieces of information,

why woul d that have been rel evant for you, as soneone with
direct proximty to the President, to have?

KM Because in those instances that
happened, that information is critical to, one, maybe we
hold at the airport until this person is found. It just
gives us opportunities to nmake better decisions. That
information flow, you know, ideally would ve went either to
the | ead agent or to the field office supervisor, you know,
to me in sone form whether it was through the | ead or
whether it was through SAC[{IJJi]- !t could' ve happened in
any one of those infornmation flows.

(R So our InterimReport identified as one of
the major failures, comunications breakdowns thensel ves.
And anong the changes you identified as havi ng happened
since this event, |I've not heard anything specific to
comuni cations. So have there been any changes, or in your
opi ni on, should there be any changes specific to
communi cations that are relayed to individuals in direct

proximty to a protectee?

B | change on how | receive the
information. | nmean, | think the plan is there. It just

wasn't executed on the 13th.

MIEY: You stated earlier that on the 13th the
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former President arrived in ISSE 2nd that, in
your view, was a good thing. |Is that accurate?
B Yes.
MY And why is that good, in your view?
B Because it covers where the protectee is

exactly at.

(BEEIEED: And is it accurate to say that that's
preferable, specifically for an outdoor event, because the
nore coverage you have, the nore he is bl ocked from public

view until he is ready to be in public view, the safer it

I's.

B !t's not specific to an outdoor. 1've
wor ked plenty of indoor rallies where the
=SB That' s not unconmon.
E

IS Let nme ask you a different question then.

I s an outdoor venue, in your view, as opposed to an indoor
venue, sonething that presents specific and, to sone
degree, greater risks than an indoor event?

B | ndoor events, in ny opinion, are
preferred. They are easier to secure. There is less --
what's the word I'mlooking for? -- there's | ess things we
have to consider on mtigation, or they' re defined by the
interior of the building.

: Is one of the risks of an outdoor event
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related to the ability, depending on |ine-of-sight
concerns, or rather than ability, | should say, the threat
of sone firearmrelated risk, unique to an indoor event,
where there is greater certainty that all attendees w ||
pass through a magnetoneter?

BT | think that's true. There is a greater
certainty that all the attendees will pass through, for an
i ndoor venue, whereas an outdoor venue, |ong-range threats
you know. There could be |ong-range
threats at an outdoor rally that are outside of any
peri nmeter.

EESIEEE: And in your experience, and since you began
up until today, has the risks of firearnms and hi gh-capacity
magazi nes and firearns capable of |onger range threats, has
that risk increased for outdoor protectee events?

BT Rephrase the question, please.

BN Inthe tine in which you' ve been an agent,
is it in your view a greater threat with respect to | ong-

range capabilities of certain weapons than when you began?

B | don't think so.
BN Wy is that?
BT Fromny training and experience, from

when | cane onto the job, there's always been weapons
capabl e of shooting at a | ong range.

EEEIEE: You nentioned an assassination attenpt
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hasn't happened in 43 years. |In your tinme on the job, have
you personally been involved in any event in which a

firearm has been di scharged?

| Witness _ FESRACE
BESREE: |'mgoing to turn it over to our

col | eagues.

| HSGAC Minority | wi th Senator Paul's
office. 1've got a few nore questions for you. One is do
you know of any requests nmade by the Donald Trunp Detai l
for
that was ever denied? | know you use it now, but
was there ever a tinme that you renenber you requested it

and it was deni ed?

B | don't recall.
GEEIl: ! think you nentioned it alittle bit,

but are you satisfied with the changes inpl enented since
July 13th? And the reason | ask you, you know,
unfortunately experience is the greatest teacher in
security, and you have a lot of it. And it appears you
have a ot nore left in you. So that's the question |
wanted to really put forward. Are these the changes that
you believe needed to happen, and what other -- | want to
reiterate -- changes do you feel need to be inplenented so

we don't repeat July 13th of 20247

BRI Ckay. | do like the changes that
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happened afterwards. | think they were beneficial. |
think there should be, you know -- | don't know what
exactly it looks like, but sone kind of assessnment of just
because they're a fornmer President doesn't exclude why they
shoul d or should not get sonething. That should not be a
factor. It should be based on other things. Their status
as a forner President should not have any bearing on if we
get canpai gn glass or don't get canpaign glass, or things

that are nornmally associated with a sitting President.

Y. | n our testinonies, and we've heard
from C/S Team Lead , he had information at

1745 hours of the issue that was going on in the three
o' clock. D d he have a neans of comrunication to you or
the other people on the shift? Could he contact you by

radio or any other neans to let you know that?

B !|f | was at the site, ny radio was
operational. I'mnot sure. Wre we at the site yet when

he woul d be contacting ne?

BEEEIE: 1745 you said you were on-site. You
said you arrived

B Ckay. Then yes, he would've had the
means.

EEEE A And I'mjust going to ask you this
again. That is information you think should ve been shared

wi th you.
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BTSN  Absolutely.
BRI Because you namde the statenent, the

best counter sniper in the world was there, the counter

sni per team

B  Yeah, their team
RS But that best counter sniper teamin

the world didn't ensure that the AGR roof was covered. But
let me finish. Site advance, Donald Trunp Detail advance,
count er sni per advance, and | ead advance. My question to
you is, is that the responsibility of each of those
i ndividuals to ensure that that |ine-of-sight or
vul nerability threat was mtigated, because it takes a
t eam
BT  You know, the way it was briefed to ne
it was mtigated. The execution of that did not work.
BEEEeIE: | think that you're explaining what |
think we've heard froma | ot of people. The process was in
pl ace but people failed. Because you're in a position to
where you're relying totally upon the advance team for
their diligence to provide that |ayered protection for when
you arrive. Because you nentioned that [T
you told themto pay attention to |ine-of-sight issues due
to the long-range threat that was brought to your
attention. Should this have raised their security posture

and attention to detail to a higher degree?
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BT ! think so. | think it's part of the

reason why | shared it.

IEREIIS: So you're probably famliar with the
Cooper's Code of M ndset Readi ness, the Col or Code,
Cooper's M ndset Readi ness Col or Code. Does security
posture change fromtine to tinme, and does that m ndset
change based on intel or information that's being passed on
to you?

B Certainly our readi ness changes when
certain information is passed to us, or not passed to us.

EESE: And the last question | have. | guess
this is the downfall of being considered an Agent in Charge
in a supervisory role. 1'mgoing to ask you this. Know ng
what you know now, and knowi ng that the roof of the AGR
specifically was conprom sed by Thomas Crooks, and
ultimately exploited by him who -- and I'lIl just nake it
easier for you so you don't have to -- what role is
responsi ble to ensure that that does not happen?

B | believe candid and detail ed
conversations have to happen during the advance on these

types of problens that were identified, because they were,

because | was briefed on how they were mtigated. It's
conmuni cation. It's liaisoning with your | ocal
counterparts. |It's walking the site. It's being at the
site.
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IEReIIll: But what role, whether it's the site
| ead, who is responsible to ensure that that actually
happens? |It's great to have a plan, but soneone has to
ensure that that plan is enacted. Wat role -- because

you' ve done it --

[ winess  HESVARILY

IR -- who is responsible for that, to
ensure that it is taken care of ?

B So ultimately the site agent is

responsible for their site, and how they brief nme, they
need to make sure it's inplenmented that way. Now there are
things we can do to nmake sure that happens. [|f |I'm made
aware of it, | can help do that. But if I"'min the blind,
or if any other agents there don't know about it, then we

can't help get themto how we know they thought things were

going to be. If something's off, they need to raise that
I ssue.

B And 1'11 finish with that because
that's the last thing | wote -- intelligence is only good

i f dissem nated properly for action. Wuld you agree with

t hat assessnent ?

BT Yes. sir.
CHIIVISEYA: Thank you for your tine.
| PSI Minority | I Al D d Thomas Crooks attenpt

to enter the Butler rally?
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B | was never briefed on that.
NIV Wat tinme did local |aw enforcenent in

the AGR buil ding spot an individual with a rangefinder?

IS Like | said, | was never given that
i nformati on. | don't know.

EEIIEE: Ve understand, through text nmessages,
that | ocal |aw enforcenent communi cated wi th each ot her
that at about 5:16 p.m Thomas Crooks was spotted with a
rangefinder, so nearly an hour before shots were fired. Do

you know how Thomas Crooks arrived in Butler, Pennsylvania?

B oo No. | wasn't briefed on Thonas
Crooks at all until, you know, there's the nedia. But |

don't know.

RS Wat do you know about Thomas Crooks?

BT Wite male, fromthe area.
Y. Were you briefed about where Thonas

Crooks' vehicle was ultinmately parked, and that there was
|EDs in the trunk of the vehicle?

BREE: | don't recall a specific briefing, but
| had heard that information, you know, sonetine after the
events, between then and now.

BEDOEEY: Wat information specifically?

B | recall sonebody, | don't know who,
said he had like a clicker device on him And | think just

from you know, news outlets, that there were things in his
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vehi cl e consistent with what you descri bed.

BELREEEY: So Thomas Crooks ultimately parked his
Hyundai El antra right outside the AGR building. |[Is that
news to you?

B \ews to ne.

BT He couldn't park any closer. He was
right across fromthe driveway into the AGR buil di ng.

Did Thomas Crooks act al one?

BT | don't know.
Il Ve understand Secret Service radio

comuni cations were not recorded on July 13th. |Is that
correct?
B | ve cone to learn that.

BELIEEE: Are they recorded now?
B Yes. It's ny understanding they are.

BEEIEE: How does that work?
BRESE:  You' d have to ask the O |I'mnot nuch

for that.

BRI You nentioned earlier that there was
going to be local uniformed presence at or around the AGR
buil di ng. Do you know what specific |ocal |aw enforcenent
was supposed to be there?

 Winess  HEI)

SIS Do you know if Pennsylvania State Police

wer e supposed to cover the AGR grounds?
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EITSNE | do not.
B Did you know that Pennsylvania State

Pol i ce had undercover vice unit officers at the Sheetz and
wer e depl oyed around 5:49 p.m to go |ocate Thomas Crooks?
[ Witess  HINS

Sl Do you know if any Secret Service

per sonnel ended up on the AGR grounds before shots were
fired?

BESEE:  Say that again.

BELIE: Do you know of any Secret Service
personnel that was at the AGR grounds, seeking to find

Thomas Crooks, before shots were fired?

| Witness ___[EEEAE

BT Do you know that a |ocal |aw enforcenent
of ficer, ISV tcok a shot at Crooks on top of
the AGR buil ding that day?

B | 've heard it after.

BEEETE: \Wat did you hear?

BEESSE: | heard -- | didn't know his nane --

that the |ocal counter sniper teamhad shot. This is
obvi ously during the unfolding, after we t he st age,
i's my understanding, and that his round struck the weapon.
That's what | heard.

BSOS \Vere you interviewed by the Pennsyl vani a

State Police and the FBI?
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___Winess HEEREE
EIVOEGEA: Wen did that occur?

BT | don't know the exact date.
BEEEEET: Ve can check the date and get back to

you.

Sl Was that interview recorded?

BT | believe it was.
BEOSEE: s there anything that we haven't asked

that you'd like to tell us?

~Winess — GENS

ESIIEDE:  Thank you.
BE: Thank you very nuch for your tine today.

This is going to conclude our interview. As | mentioned at
the beginning, while we've tried to be conprehensive, we
reserve the right, should we need to, to revisit any
guestions, and we woul d ask that you not relay any
i nformati on we di scussed today.

Before we conclude the interview, and I'Il follow up
W th the Secret Service, but in today's interview a nunber
of docunents that | believe are responsive to our origina
July requests for docunments and information, which is not
specific to individual interviewes, | believe a nunber of
docunents that are responsive to that request exist within
the custody and control of the Secret Service but have not

been provided to the Conmmittee. 1'd ask that you follow up
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and ensure that those docunments have been received. You
shoul d have a notation of all of those. That includes,
without limtation, the PowerPoint training by the DID, the
text nessages that were discussed today,
cel | phone log, the final Site Survey, the Unusual
Protecti ve Event docunent, and if there are others |'d ask
you to follow up with us and get back to us.

O note, | do want to nake reference to one docunent
t hat has been produced to us, that | believe is not
exclusive to other relevant information. W received, as a
part of the ongoi ng productions, docunent with the Bates
Nunber 012892. And as our coll eagues relayed during the
interview, this docunent is an email, and the subject title
of the email is "The Arrest Was Made," and the enmil|l date
Is July 12, 2024, the day before the rally.

Based on information we have, including subsequent
requests fromthis Commttee to the Departnent of Honel and
Security, this does not appear like it would be the only
docunent related to the arrest being referenced here. So
we' d ask that Secret Service and Departnent of Honel and
Security review records within their custody and control
and ensure that we receive all responsive docunents and
i nformation, and would thank you for your additional
efforts there. And |NESSEE. thank you, as well, for

your tinme today and your counsel's tine.
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[ Wher eas,

TP One

and that concludes this interview

at 5:02 p.m, the interview was concl uded. ]
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