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1181TH CONGRESS
LN S, 4672

To require the Commissioner for U.S. Customs and Border Protection to
assess current efforts to respond to hazardous weather and water events
at or near United States borders and, to the extent such efforts may
be improved, to develop a hazardous weather and water events prepared-
ness and response strategy, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JuLy 11 (legislative day, JuLy 10), 2024
Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. PETERS, and Mr. CRAMER) intro-
duced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs

A BILL

To require the Commissioner for U.S. Customs and Border
Protection to assess current efforts to respond to haz-
ardous weather and water events at or mnear United
States borders and, to the extent such efforts may be
improved, to develop a hazardous weather and water
events preparedness and response strategy, and for other

purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,



[E—

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Border Weather Resil-
iency Act of 20247,

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.
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In this Act:
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘“appropriate congressional com-

mittees” means—
(A) the Committee on IHomeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and
(B) the Committee on Homeland Security
of the House of Representatives.

(2)  COMMISSIONER.—The term  “Commis-
sioner’” means the Commissioner for U.S. Customs
and Border Protection.

(3) HAZARDOUS WEATHER AND WATER

EVENTS.—The term ‘“‘hazardous weather and water

events” means weather and weather-related water
events that have a high risk of endangering life or
causing significant damage to property, including—
(A) severe storms, such as hurricanes and
short-fused, small-scale hazardous weather or
hydrologic events produced by thunderstorms,
including large hail, damaging winds, torna-

does, and flash floods;
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1 (B) winter storms, such as freezing or fro-
2 zen precipitation (including freezing rain, sleet,
3 and snow), or combined effects of freezing or
4 frozen precipitation and strong winds; and

5 (C) other weather hazards, such as ex-
6 treme heat or cold, wildfire, drought, dense fog,
7 damaging winds, earthquakes, tsunamis, river
8 flooding, and lakeshore flooding.

9 (4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘““Secretary”’” means
10 the Secretary of Homeland Security.
11 SEC. 3. ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS OF HAZARDOUS WEATH-
12 ER AND WATER EVENTS ON U.S. CUSTOMS
13 AND BORDER PROTECTION PERSONNEL,
14 TECHNOLOGY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE.
15 (a) ASSESSMENT.—The Commissioner shall conduct

16 an assessment of the impacts that hazardous weather and
17 water events, occurring during the 5-year period imme-
18 diately preceding the date of the enactment of this Act,

19 have had on—

20 (1) the effectiveness by which U.S. Customs
21 and Border Protection has carried out the duties as
22 set forth in section 411(¢) of the Homeland Security
23 Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 211(c));

24 (2) the health, safety, and well being of—
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(A) U.S. Customs and Border Protection

personnel; and
(B) individuals being inspected by U.S.

Customs and Border Protection;

(3) the ability of U.S. Customs and Border
Protection to maintain the integrity and operability
of border security technology, infrastructure, vehi-
cles, and other significant real or personal property
owned or operated by U.S. Customs and Border
Protection; and

(4) the effectiveness of agent and officer uni-
forms and the uniform distribution platform in en-
suring agent and officer safety and comfort during
such events.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit
a report to the appropriate congressional committees

that—

(1) contains the results of the assessment con-
ducted by the Commissioner pursuant to subsection
(a); and

(2) describes the efforts of the Secretary and
the Commissioner to respond to and otherwise ad-
dress the mmpacts of the hazardous weather and

water events referred to in subsection (a).
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SEC. 4. STRATEGY TO ADDRESS IMPACTS OF HAZARDOUS

WEATHER AND WATER EVENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional committees a strategy
for mitigating the impacts of hazardous weather and water
events on—

(1) the effectiveness by which U.S. Customs
and Border Protection carries out its statutory du-
ties, as prescribed under section 411 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 211);

(2) the health, safety, and well-being of—

(A) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
personnel; and
(B) individuals being inspected by U.S.

Customs and Border Protection; and

(3) the ability of U.S. Customs and Border
Protection to maintain the integrity and operability
of border security technology, infrastructure, vehi-
cles, and other significant real or personal property
owned or operated by U.S. Customs and Border
Protection.

(b) CONSULTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—While developing and imple-
menting the strategy required under subsection (a),
the Secretary, in addition to consulting with appro-
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priate officials of the Department of Homeland Se-

curity, and except as provided in paragraph (2)—

(A) shall consult and engage with, at a

minimum—

(1) the Administrator of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration;

(i1) the Administrator of the General
Services Administration;

(iii) the Secretary of Health and
Human Services;

(iv) Governors of States with an inter-
national border;

(v) Tribal governments whose official
territory is within 50 miles of the southern
or northern border of the United States;
and

(vi) representative organizations rep-
resenting U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection personnel, including Border Patrol
agents; and

(B) may consult with nongovernmental ex-

perts, including experts in the fields of—
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(11) infrastructure and technology
weather resiliency.

(2) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE ACT.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United
States Code (commonly referred to as the “Federal
Advisory Committee Act’’), shall not apply to any
consultation authorized under paragraph (1)(B).

(¢) COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS.

The strategy re-

quired under subsection (a) shall include a cost-benefit

analysis of implementing such strategy.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION .—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date on which the strategy required under sub-
section (a) is submitted to the appropriate congres-
sional committees, the Secretary shall commence the
implementation of such strategy.

(2) SEMIANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 180
days after the commencement of the implementation
of the strategy pursuant to paragraph (1), and semi-
annually thereafter for the following 5 years, the
Secretary shall submit a report to the appropriate
congressional committees that—

(A) describes the efforts of the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security to implement the
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strategy and the progress made as a result of
such efforts;

(B) includes any recommendations for
mitigating the impacts of hazardous weather
and water events and the extent to which such
recommendations were implemented; and

(C) assesses the resources and cost nec-
essary for U.S. Customs and Border Protection
to implement such recommendations, with a
focus on effectively carrying out its statutory

duties.

(e) LamrTATION.—Nothing in the strategy developed
pursuant to subsection (a) may conflict with any provision

of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1001

SEC. 5. SAFETY PROTOCOLS TO PROTECT U.S. CUSTOMS

AND BORDER PROTECTION PERSONNEL,

TECHNOLOGY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Commissioner shall establish safety proto-
cols and procedures to mitigate the impact of hazardous
weather and water events on the ability of U.S. Customs

and Border Protection—

(1) to carry out its statutory duties;
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(2) to ensure the health, safety, and well being
of—
(A) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
personnel; and
(B) individuals being inspected by U.S.
Customs and Border Protection; and
(3) to maintain the integrity and operability of
border security technology, infrastructure, vehicles,
and other significant real or personal property
owned or operated by U.S. Customs and Border

Protection.

*S 4672 IS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-07-15T19:19:49-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




