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 1      :   from Akin Gump,

 2 accompanied by  and .

 3      :  , from the U.S. Secret

 4 Service Office of Chief Counsel.

 5        Again.  My name -- sorry, go ahead.

 6      :  I'm sorry,   This is 

 7  from DHS OGC, Oversight Counsel.

 8        My name again is   I am the Chief

 9 Counsel and Chief Investigative Counsel for Chairman Gary

10 Peters of the full committee, on the Senate Homeland

11 Security and Governmental Affairs Committee.  I'm joined

12 today by my colleague,  Deputy Chief

13 Counsel;  Senior Investigative Counsel; and

14  Senior Investigator, all with the majority

15 staff on the full committee, Senate Homeland Security and

16 Governmental Affairs.

17      I'll turn it over to my colleagues.

18        Good afternoon.  My name is 

19 .  I'm Chief Counsel for Ranking Member Paul on

20 HSGAC minority.  I'm joined here with my colleagues 

21  and 

22        My name is   I am with

23 Chairman Richard Blumenthal, Senior Counsel with the

24 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations.

25        Good afternoon.  My name is 
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 1      Before we begin, does counsel have any statements.

 2      :  Yes, briefly.  I just wanted to read

 3 this in.

 4      The Secret Service and the Department of Homeland

 5 Security have made available to the Committee, consistent

 6 with requests from the Chairman, information and records

 7 that would not be publicly released.  This includes

 8 information and records covered under the Privacy Act,

 9 personnel, and other personal privacy information, for

10 official use only, law enforcement sensitive records, and

11 raw intelligence information.

12      While the Secret Service and the Department have made

13 this information and records available to the Committee, we

14 continue to assert that such information and any discussion

15 of such information is not intended for public disclosure.

16      The Secret Service and the Department are not waiving

17 any protections, and for the purposes of administrative

18 efficiency and to promote constructive dialogue during this

19 transcribed interview, are making this assertion at the

20 outset of the transcribed interview so to preserve all

21 assertions and protection from the public release or

22 disclosure of information or records used or discussed

23 during the transcribed interview.

24      The transcript and any attachments are protected from

25 dissemination to the same extent as documents and
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 1 information they are based on.  Please consult with the

 2 Secret Service and the Department of Homeland Security

 3 prior to any public release or disclosure.

 4      The Secret Service and the Department have not

 5 consented to, and we were ensured that there would not be

 6 any audio or video recordings of this interview.  The

 7 agencies understand that the interview will be transcribed

 8 by a court reporter.  Additionally, the Department of

 9 Homeland Security and Secret Service have provided six

10 copies of unredacted information, which was previously

11 provided to the Committee in redacted form, and we will be

12 asking to collect those six copies at the end of the

13 interview.

14        Thank you.  Our understanding is that there

15 are no other recording today and that the only recording

16 will be for the transcribed interview itself.  With respect

17 to any notations that DHS or the Secret Service may wish to

18 make with respect to documents for our consideration we are

19 happy to review them, be they law enforcement or other

20 notations.  However, the Senate and this Committee are only

21 bound by Senate rules and Committee rules, and we will

22 abide by those rules as we assess whether and in what form

23 to release any public information, including information

24 related to what we learn in today's interview.

25      As we have explained, it is this Committee's practice,

HSGAC Majority
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 1 and our intent here, in advance of any public-facing report

 2 that relies on nonpublic information, including information

 3 we learn today, to relay excerpts of that relevant

 4 information to counsel and the witness in advance of

 5 release, and to provide an opportunity to make any factual

 6 corrections.

 7      With respect to redactions that have been applied

 8 previously, and the documents in unredacted form that have

 9 been provided to us today, this is the first time we are

10 learning of this.  We were provided, immediately preceding

11 the initiation of this interview, with six copies, counsel

12 just mentioned.  However, this was not a term of any

13 agreement that our Committee made with respect to our

14 original July 24 request for documents and information, and

15 we do not agree to the terms proposed by the Secret Service

16 in the letter last week, sent to Chairman Peters and

17 Ranking Member Paul.

18      As I relayed, in writing, to the Secret Service on

19 August 22nd, while we appreciate the efforts the Secret

20 Service and DHS are making to accommodate the concerns we

21 have raised with over-redacted information that we have had

22 to spend time filling in during transcribed interviews, we

23 specifically decline to enter into any additional

24 agreements beyond the Senate and Committee rules that bind

25 this Committee.  We appreciate the production of this
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 1 unredacted information, but we do not agree to any terms

 2 proposed by Secret Service, and should you have the need to

 3 consult further we ask that you do so before the end of

 4 this interview.

 5      :  As counsel for Senior Special Agent 

 6 who has served with distinction for over two decades, I

 7 wanted to express her willingness and appreciation of the

 8 opportunity to sit here today and answer questions on this

 9 important topic.  Given serious security concerns for

10 individuals and families that arise in any high-profile

11 matter or investigation such as this one, ranging from

12 doxing to harassment to actual security issues, I would

13 renew the request that I made to staff that in any written

14 work product or public release that names of individuals,

15 especially those at the non-SES or leadership levels, be

16 redacted in any public distribution.

17      We appreciate the opportunity to review the draft

18 report or any references for factual accuracy, as 

19 mentioned, and as just articulated, on behalf of the Secret

20 Service and DHS, Special Agent  has received specific

21 authorization to discuss otherwise confidential law

22 enforcement-sensitive information today.  And I wanted to

23 make that clear on the record.  And as  also mentioned,

24 she will not be discussing, in this setting, any classified

25 information, but to the extent there's anything relevant on

Witness
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 1 intelligence.

 2      From 2016 to 2022, I was assigned to the Vice

 3 President's detail.  While I was assigned to the Vice

 4 President's detail I conducted site advances, lead

 5 advances, operations, and was a WIP [ph], or an agent that

 6 is assigned other duties during movements in the

 7 Washington, D.C., area.

 8      In 2022, I was transferred to the Pittsburgh Field

 9 Office.  At the Pittsburgh Field Office I have been

10 assigned to investigations, protective intelligence

11 investigations, protective advances, protective

12 assignments, a campaign assignment with operations for the

13 Donald Trump detail, and a collateral duty of an ambassador

14 to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children,

15 giving presentations on internet safety.

16      I'm here today because my role in this was the lead

17 advance.  As the lead advance, my assignment is to

18 coordinate all of the other entities and all of the other

19 advance team members and make sure that they have the

20 equipment and knowledge and personnel that they need, and

21 then to help them discern issues and concerns.

22      Those other components of the lead advance, such as

23 the site agents, one site agent was coming from the detail,

24 the Trump detail.  They are the person that's in charge of

25 the site, and making sure that the Security Plan is in
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 1 place, and staying with the protectee during the time we're

 2 on the ground.  The site agent is an assist from the

 3 Pittsburgh Field Office, as well.  That person is assisting

 4 the person from the Trump detail, but also helping them

 5 with the Site Plan and mitigating factors during their site

 6 advance and while they are on the ground.

 7      I also coordinated getting entities and reaching out

 8 with the advance for the counter sniper advance officer or

 9 technician.  That person was in charge of the advance for

10 the counter sniper element of our team.  The technical

11 security advance that I also reached out on the team was in

12 charge of fire, life, safety, HAZMAT, and explosive

13 detection with the sweeps and the advance that went on with

14 that.

15      We also had a drone CUAS advance member that came from

16 the Trump detail, also reaching out to them, making sure

17 that they had their -- what they needed in place and issues

18 and concerns.

19      So heading up all of that together, making sure that

20 everyone has what they need, and putting them in touch with

21 the other details, from police to the staff to the local

22 host committee, bringing those all together, and then the

23 day of, starting from start to finish, 

24  , 

25
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 1 in the rest of the unredacted records as Exhibit 8.

 2                               [Exhibit No. 8 was

 3                               marked for identification.]

 4      :  If that's the case then I would ask

 5 that we take a break, because I need to talk to DHS OGC and

 6 also to my chief counsel, because I think we have somewhat

 7 of a misunderstanding about certain things.  So I would ask

 8 for a break.

 9        I'll defer to --

10        I'll defer to whether you want to ask other

11 questions to continue this hour and have them addressed at

12 the break, or whether you want to enter this and have them

13 break.

14        Let's move on to other questions, and

15 then we can come back to that.

16      So I'm going to pass around another document.  It's

17 the 2024 Campaign Operational Guide.  So in the interim we

18 will mark this Exhibit 9.

19                               [Exhibit No. 9 was

20                               marked for identification.]

21        Okay.  So this document, as you can

22 tell, is the Communications Plan for the 2024 campaign.

23 And if you flip to page 2, it talks about the Command Post,

24 and it says, "The lead advance agent is responsible for

25 ensuring the following being completed," and it talks about
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 1 and redact information before it's made public, if you

 2 could please let me know that now, that would be very

 3 helpful.

 4      Our concern is really for employee safety.  I will be

 5 honest and say that all of our employees who are being

 6 called to be interviewed are, in fact, nervous about their

 7 safety, or at least the ones that I've spoken to have been.

 8 And so the possibility of their personal information being

 9 released obviously is a matter of great concern.  I'm not

10 saying that you will do that.  What I'm asking is that we

11 will be given the opportunity to review any information

12 that may be released prior to its release.

13        So that you for that additional

14 information, and with respect to our Committee practice

15 will reiterate the majority's intent here to honor that

16 practice, which is, as you have stated it, in advance of

17 any public-facing effort we do in reliance on nonpublic

18 information, including individuals' names.  We will provide

19 an opportunity to review those excerpts and to raise,

20 including safety concerns.  I would ask if there's any

21 additional statements the other offices want to make, they

22 can make them now.

23        I'm just going to mark that package

24 Exhibit 12.

25                               [Exhibit No. 12 was
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 1 it relates to future public-facing reports we do, and we'll

 2 be happy to address those with you.

 3      Thank you.

 4      [Whereas, at 5:51 p.m., the interview was concluded.]

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

  



Senior Special Agent, Site Lead – August 26, 2024 
 
Committee Errata 
Page Line Correction 
79 11 Strike “unreacted” and replace with “unredacted” 
82 15 Strike “mags” and replace with “magnetometers” 
84 13 Add “a” after “recall” 
158 6 Strike “communicate” and replace with “communicated” 
164 1 Add “an” after “of” 

 
Witness Counsel Errata 
Page Line Correction 
15 5 advances, operations, and was a WHIP, or an agent that 
29 3 the police, the site agents, the plan was put together, 
29 4 and we moved forward, from where the perimeter was proposed. 
29 16 them together, and then proposing them to the field office 
31 11 until the following day with the motorcade. So if the 
39 17 conversations. I did not receive information from 
65 13 I have been shopping. I have never been to the Farm Show 
66 17 I fell into that. 
67 1 cars, their flights, their hotels, making sure their 
69 19 doesn’t mean that it’s something that’s definitely used for 
81 18 questions, ask pertinent questions, ask about news reports 
84 22 bike rack and cut some flags to recreate that emergency 
117 8 for that particular area where to put some farm equipment in 
117 20 pushing back on. However, we continued those discussions 
146 3 for tracking down the suspicious individual with a 
150 3 No, you can give a basic overview. 
151 20 Pittsburgh is an investigative office, yes. 
155 4 just don’t know which one. 
158 6 that anything is going to be communicated via telephone call 
162 11 directed to them. If the question is based on what 

 
 




