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September 10, 2026

The Honorable Marco Rubio
Secretary

Department of State

2201 C Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20037

Dear Secretary Rubio:

I write to express my serious concerns about the Administration’s counterterrorism
priorities, and to notify you of your records retention obligations to ensure that the State
Department preserves all relevant records and communications related to the Administration’s
actions.'

Recently, as Ranking Member of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee, I released a report titled Failure to Protect: How the Trump Administration
Gutted, Politicized, and Weaponized America’s Counterterrorism Infrastructure, which outlined
the Administration’s dismantling of critical national security agencies and programs and
diversion of significant resources and attention away from the fight against terrorism. The report
catalogued the ideologically motivated firings, realignment of personnel, dismantling of key
offices, the politicization of critical grants, and the wielding of government resources as a
weapon against political opponents that are undermining our nation’s security.

The Administration has ignored significant evidence-based threats from white
supremacists, nihilist violence extremists, and other extremists to instead target its political
opponents under the guise of “left-wing extremism.” Despite the lack of evidence that “left-
wing extremism” is the most significant domestic terrorism threat to Americans, the President
unlawfully “designated” Antifa a domestic terrorist organization and put out National Security-
Presidential Memorandum-7 ordering government agencies to focus their resources on this
priority.> Former Attorney General Pam Bondi then disseminated an implementation memo to all
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federal prosecutors, law enforcement agencies, and DOJ grant-making components outlining this
as a top priority for DOJ and its agencies.” Now Joint Task Force Vanguard is leading these
efforts across the government.

The State Department has been at the forefront of these efforts to turn the
counterterrorism infrastructure against the Administration’s political opponents. In November
2025, the Department designated four European anarchist and far-left organizations as Specially
Designated Global Terrorists and Foreign Terrorist Organizations.* Moreover, in July 2026, the
State Department convened a multilateral ministerial dedicated to “address[ing] the rise of far-
left political terrorism as a transnational threat.” This misguided focus on far-left violence is not
only another example of the Administration ignoring the evidence-based threats posed to
Americans, but raises serious concerns about the potential weaponization of international
counterterrorism tools against Americans.

All of this is happening while the United States remains in a conflict with a leading state-
sponsor of terrorism and its proxies, Americans continue to fear that they will be killed in their
own houses of worship, and political violence has spiked across the country. Consistent and
clear data about the threat of domestic terrorism to Americans is a major gap, which is why [
ensured that Congress established a requirement in the Fiscal Year 2020 National Defense
Authorization Act that the FBI and Department of Homeland Security provide Congress and the
American people with a yearly strategic assessment we could ensure the executive branch is
properly resourcing and addressing the real threats facing Americans. The Administration’s first
Annual Intelligence Community (IC) Threat Assessment — the guiding document for the IC —
failed to mention domestic terrorism, a notable omission that is inconsistent with previous years
of reporting.® The Administration also quietly removed a DOJ study on a DOJ website showing
that since 1990, far- right extremist attacks have outpaced all other types of terrorism and
domestic violent extremism.’

The American people deserve to have confidence that their leaders are protecting them
from the genuine threats we face. I therefore direct you to preserve all existing and future
records and materials on counterterrorism activities and efforts, including any data backing the
Administration’s counterterrorism priorities.

opposition).
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The Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs is authorized by Rule
XXV of the Standing Rules of the Senate to investigate “the efficiency, economy, and
effectiveness of all agencies and departments of the Government.”® Additionally, Senate
Resolution 70 (116th Congress) authorizes the Committee to investigate “the efficiency and
economy of operations of all branches of the Government.”’

Thank you for your prompt attention and cooperation in this matter. If you have any
questions about this request, please contact my staff at (202) 224-2627.

Sincerely,

2 id

Gary (“Peters

United States Senator
Ranking Member, Committee
on Homeland Security and

Governmental Affairs

8 Senate Rule XXV.
%S. Res. 70, 116" Cong,, 1¥ Sess. (2019).



