
CHAIRMAN PAUL FLASH REPORT 

THE WEAPONIZATION OF FEDERAL WATCH LISTS 
 

 Today, Chairman Paul is releasing additional findings from his ongoing investigation into 

weaponized watchlisting by the federal government through documents obtained by the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation about Christine Crowder. During a U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland 

Security and Governmental Affairs hearing on September 30, 2025, Senior Federal Air Marshal 

Mark Crowder testified that his wife, Christine, a Catholic school teacher, was placed on a 

terrorist watch list and had been surveilled by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the 

Federal Air Marshal Service for over two years.  

Key Findings:  

1. THE FBI OPENED THE INVESTIGATION INTO CROWDER BASED ON A TIP FROM 

A FORMER FRIEND. INITIAL FINDINGS INDICATED NEGATIVE GEOLOCATION, 

FACIAL RECOGNITION, AND CRIMINAL HISTORY OR EXTREMIST ACTIVITY. 

2. THOUGH THE FBI ACKNOWLEDGED A NEED TO INTERVIEW CROWDER, THEY 

CLAIMED SHE ILLEGALLY ENTERED THE U.S. CAPITOL AND RECOMMENDED 

HER FOR WATCHLISTING AND EXPANDED SELECTEE STATUS. 

3. THE FBI PHYSICALLY SURVEILLED CROWDER’S HOUSE AT LEAST FOUR TIMES 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF IDENTIFYING HER AND HER PROPERTY.  

4. THE U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE ACCEPTED THE CASE FOR PROSECUTION 

SOLELY BASED ON THE TIP WITHOUT FULLY VERIFYING HER IDENTITY AND 

THEN RECOMMENDED THE FBI CONDUCT A SOCIAL MEDIA ANALYSIS. 

5. NEARLY TWO YEARS INTO THE INVESTIGATION AND OVER A MONTH AFTER A 

PHOTO FROM A CONFIDENTIAL HUMAN SOURCE CONFIRMED THE CASE OF 

MISTAKEN IDENTITY [see below], THE FBI INVESTIGATION WAS CLOSED.  

 

https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/flash-report-final-1.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/examining-the-weaponization-of-the-quiet-skies-program/
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January 11, 2021: The
FBI received an

anonymous tip stating
the tipster was a “former
friend” who recognized
Christine Crowder from

news coverage of
January 6.

An Anonymous Tip

July 2, 2021: The FBI conducted
physical surveillance of the

Crowder household.

A “Verified” Known or
Suspected Terrorist

May 2, 2023: Crowder was interviewed by
FBI agents . She showed the agents the

outfit she wore on that day and a ride share
receipt showing a ride occurring at the time
she was accused of being in the U.S. Capitol.

Crowder Finally Identified and
Interviewed

July 7, 2022: The U.S. Attorney’s Office
tells the FBI Crowder’s case will be

accepted for prosecution despite the
FBI being unable to positively identify

her through physical surveillance.

Prosecution Without
Identification

April 26, 2022: The FBI conducted
physical surveillance of Crowder’s

home in order to identify her. 

3rd Time’s the Charm:
Attempt to Identify

August 2, 2021: The FBI agent
assigned to the Crowder case
filed a July 15, 2021, notification

from the Terrorist Screening
Observation Unit of planned

travel by Crowder. The document
states she was watchlisted by the
FBI and should receive Expanded

Selectee status by TSA.

 Watchlisting Travel Notification

June 25, 2021: The FBI files the
paperwork to open a full investigation

into Christine Crowder. In this
paperwork, the FBI recommends
Crowder be watchlisted despite a

negative search for her geolocation or
facial recognition at the U.S. Capitol on

January 6, 2021.

Full Investigation

February 13, 2022: The FBI
conducted physical surveillance of
Crowder’s home for the purpose of

photographing the property for
future search warrants.

Future Search Warrants

May 24, 2022: The anonymous
tipster who reported Crowder

is interviewed by the FBI. In
the interview, the tipster and
their spouse tell the FBI they

saw videos Crowder posted to
Facebook from inside the

Capitol.

1.5 Years Later Anonymous
Tipster Interviewed

October 27, 2022: The FBI
executed a search warrant

on Crowder’s Facebook
account via Facebook’s Law

Enforcement Portal.

Facebook Search
(Warrant)

TIMELINE OF FBI INVESTIGATION 
INTO CHRISTINE CROWDER

June 6, 2023: The FBI closes the
investigation of Crowder. In the

memo, the FBI states the reasons
for closing the investigation as
negative results of a geofence
query and facial recognition,

Crowder’s ride share receipt, and
the photograph of her wearing

clothes that were not consistent
with the original tip.

In Light of “New” Evidence 

July 14, 2021: The FBI approved
the paperwork to add Crowder

to the Terrorist Screening
Dataset, labeling her a

domestic terrorist.  

April 13-22, and April 29, 2022:
The FBI reviewed U.S. Capitol
Police CCTV footage for the

purpose of identifying Crowder
in the U.S. Capitol on January 6.

July 20, 2022: The FBI conducted
physical surveillance of Crowder’s

home in order to identify her.

May 4, 2023: A confidential human source
provided the FBI with a photo showing

Crowder’s attire on January 6.

February 23, 2022: FBI receives a
video from the anonymous tipster

of an individual they believe is
Crowder exiting the U.S Capitol.

 DETAILING A 23-MONTH INVESTIGATION BASED ON AN ANONYMOUS TIP ABOUT AN AIR MARSHAL’S WIFE
ACCUSED OF BEING AT THE U.S. CAPITOL ON JANUARY 6 WHICH ENDED IN A CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY. 
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CHRISTINE CROWDER’S FBI CASE FILE 
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PRODUCED BY FBI/DOJ TO HSGAC
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"No Fly", "Selectee", "Expanded Selectee", "ESEL", "Watchlist", "Watchlisted", and "Known or Suspected Terrorist 
Encounter" details are provided for Congressional Oversight Only.  NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE.
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From:  (OCDETF) @usdoj.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 7, 2022 2:28 PM
To:  (HO) (FBI)
Cc: USADC-CapitolRiotIntake
Subject: [EXTERNAL EMAIL] -  Christine Janet Crowder
Attachments: Prosecution Report - Crowder.docx

 

Thank you for all your work on this matter.  The USAO is accepting the case for prosecution. This case will be placed in a 
misdemeanor assignment queue, and it will be assigned to an AUSA and prosecuted at a future date. You will be notified 
via email when the case is assigned.  

If you have not done so already, I recommend that you conduct a social media analysis and pursue any appropriate legal 
process related to the subject’s social media accounts. Duty attorneys monitoring the Legal Process Portal 

@usdoj.gov) can provide you with legal process assistance. In addition, if you have not done so 
already, I recommend that you conduct a complete tracking of the subject in the Capitol CCTV footage, as that will be 
necessary at a later stage in the case. You can obtain assistance with CCTV footage review by reviewing the SharePoint 
site (https://dojfbi.sharepoint.us/teams/003399) and emailing the Digital Review Team @FBI.GOV). 

If you come across any additional evidence that suggests the subject assaulted a law enforcement officer or committed 
any other felony, please contact me.   

Let me know if you have any questions or would like to discuss. 

Thanks, 

 

 
Senior Counsel  
Capitol Siege Section 
United States Attorney’s Office 
Washington, D.C.   

From:  < @fbi.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 5, 2022 6:35 PM 
To: USADC-CapitolRiotIntake @usa.doj.gov> 
Subject: Subject Christine Janet Crowder 

Hello 
Please find that attached Prosecution Package for subject Christine Janet Crowder.  Please let me know if you have any 
questions. 

Thanks 
 

"No Fly", "Selectee", "Expanded Selectee", "ESEL", "Watchlist", "Watchlisted", and "Known or Suspected Terrorist 
Encounter" details are provided for Congressional Oversight Only.  NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE.

PRODUCED BY FBI/DOJ TO HSGAC
FBI-HSGAC119-TSD-000033
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Houston Division 
Desk:   
Office:  

"No Fly", "Selectee", "Expanded Selectee", "ESEL", "Watchlist", "Watchlisted", and "Known or Suspected Terrorist 
Encounter" details are provided for Congressional Oversight Only.  NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE.

PRODUCED BY FBI/DOJ TO HSGAC
FBI-HSGAC119-TSD-000034



Capitol Riots Case Submission 
266T-HO-  

Subject Information: 

Name: Christine Janet Crowder 
DOB:  
SSAN: 
FBI #: N/A 
Address:  
Criminal History: None 
Communication 
Accounts: 

Facebook 
Instagram 
LinkedIn 

Summary:  Christine Janet Crowder entered the U.S. Capitol building during the January 6, 2021 siege. 

Evidence: 

On 01/11/2021,  and husband  sent a tip to 
www.fbi.gov/USCapitol identifying Christine Crowder as someone who exited the U.S. Capitol building 
on 01/06/2021.   In the tip,  and  indicated they were former friends of Crowder and saw 
her on a local news station’s video of her exiting the Capitol building on 01/06/2021.    and  
viewed Crowder’s Facebook page, which showed Crowder with the same hat and glasses. 

In an interview with  and  both provided additional information regarding the tip 
information they provided to the FBI.   stated that following the siege on U.S. Capitol on 
01/06/2021, she and her husband saw a video on ABC News that showed Crowder exiting the building 
with others.  After recognizing Crowder,  and  viewed Crowder’s Facebook account, where 
they saw videos posted by Crowder regarding her trip to Washington D.C. on 01/06/2021.  According to 

 one video showed Crowder on the plane heading to D.C., and another showed Crowder on the 
grounds at the rally for former President Trump.   described the videos as “livestreamed” 
footage of Crowder’s trip.   stated that she believed the videos were deleted based on a gap in 
Crowder’s postings on her Facebook page from 01/01/2021 to 01/07/2021.   stated that she was 
one-hundred percent sure that Christine Crowder was the person on the ABC News video walking out of 
the U.S. Capitol.  Below is a screen shot of the video that was provided by  and   

"No Fly", "Selectee", "Expanded Selectee", "ESEL", "Watchlist", "Watchlisted", and "Known or Suspected Terrorist 
Encounter" details are provided for Congressional Oversight Only.  NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE.

PRODUCED BY FBI/DOJ TO HSGAC
FBI-HSGAC119-TSD-000035
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