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Thank you Chairman Johnson. I’d like to begin my remarks by reminding those watching today that the National Cancer Institute has concluded that, quote, “There is no evidence that COVID-19 vaccines cause cancer, lead to recurrence, or lead to disease progression.” That is the National Cancer Institute. “There is no evidence that COVID-19 vaccines cause cancer, lead to recurrence, or lead to disease progression.”

I could conclude there, but I think that this hearing really merits a fuller explanation of what is at stake here—because we need more research into finding cures, and more research into preventing cancer in the first place.

Cancer causes fear for everyone, and almost everyone—I venture to say, in fact, everyone—has been touched by cancer in some way. And so, that fear is pervasive. We cannot allow that fear to cause unfounded attacks on the COVID vaccines or any other vaccine. These vaccines have saved millions of lives, and we should all be rooting for similar feats of science to help people that are stricken with cancer or help to prevent it.

Cancer data is very closely tracked in the United States, and the idea that a rollout of COVID-19 vaccines has precipitated a surge in cancer is simply not supported, nor do the vaccines make cancer grow faster. According to the American Cancer Society, most cancer doctors recommended vaccination against COVID-19 for the cancer patients they are treating.

Unfortunately, messages like these about the safety and effectiveness of vaccination are deluged by myth and misinformation. Immunization rates are declining across the country. Diseases like measles are surging.

And, tragically, vaccines have also been proven to prevent certain types of cancer. Those vaccines are facing groundless attacks from top public health officials, maybe not surprisingly, because HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. initially declined to surrender his financial stake in litigation against the maker of the HPV vaccine, then, only under pressure from Congress, turned it over to his son.

There is ample evidence that the HPV vaccine prevents cervical cancer, a disease that is projected to kill 4,200 Americans this year. And I’m grateful that we have Tamika Felder, a cervical cancer survivor, here with us today. I really thank her for being here. You are doing us a great service. It is stories like yours, Ms. Felder, that remind us of the human impact of science’s great successes. 

I’m also grateful to have Dr. Julie Gralow, the chief medical officer of the American Society of Clinical Oncology, who is here to remind us about the absence of credible scientific evidence linking COVID-19 vaccines to cancer, and the safety of these vaccines for people undergoing cancer treatment. Very important. Thank you, Dr. Gralow.

As just one example of the overwhelming evidence of the safety of these vaccines, I would like to submit for the record a study from the Journal of the American Medical Association involving nearly 30 million people and finding that four years after vaccination, people who received an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine were less likely to die from cancer than those who were not vaccinated. I ask that it be entered into the record if there are no objections from the Chairman.

[Chairman Ron Johnson: No objection. I wonder if that’s as good as the Commonwealth Fund study that you entered in a previous hearing. No, no objection.]
[Ranking Member Blumenthal continued]:

Thank you. It’s unfortunate that we need Dr. Gralow to appear before a hearing like this one, when there are much more pressing threats to cancer patients and cancer research coming from Trump Administration policies. And that is the big issue here and the reason that I am expanding on what I said earlier—because the Administration has put up needless roadblocks that have slowed the flow of grants to cancer researchers. Halts to funding imposed early last year caused the American Association of Cancer Institutes to warn that Trump Administration policies were, quote, “slowing progress against cancer.” And the Trump Administration’s obvious animus toward mRNA technology that was used for the COVID-19 vaccines threatens some of the most promising research for targeted cancer treatments.

The studies cancelled, the patients excluded from trials, the treatments abandoned: decisions made today about cancer research will impact us decades down the road.

Just days ago, scientists announced amazing results from a study of a new drug for prostate cancer, one of the hardest cancers to treat. These results were possible in part because of work done many years ago at the National Cancer Institute. One scientist who helped with that research said, quote, “This kind of basic science is being greatly threatened by current government policies.” 

Basic research is essential. It is not just COVID vaccines, it’s not just cancer vaccines, it is all kinds of medical treatment that you will find in hospitals today saving lives, beginning with basic research that is being throttled by this Administration. And so, I hope we can all agree that advancing cures for cancer, and stopping the forces that undermine them ought to be a top priority for all of us in Congress. It ought to be a bipartisan cause. I hope my colleagues to take up the mantle with me. Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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