
 
 
 
 
 

April 23, 2026 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Dr. Jay Bhattacharya 
Acting Director 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
1600 Clifton Rd NE 
Atlanta, GA 30333 
 
Dear Dr. Bhattacharya: 
 
 I write with deep concern regarding reports that you interfered with the publication of a 
study demonstrating that COVID-19 vaccination significantly reduced the likelihood of 
hospitalization and emergency room visits (“the study”). Your apparent decision to limit access 
to critical public health information represents yet another troubling instance of politicized 
science at the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) under the Trump 
Administration.   
 
 The study demonstrated that people receiving a COVID-19 vaccination were 50 percent 
less likely to experience a COVID-19-related emergency room visit, and 55 percent less likely to 
be hospitalized than those who had not been vaccinated.1 At the time it was held back, the study 
had already cleared the scientific review process of the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
(CDC) for publication in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR).2  You claimed 
that publication had been delayed to assess methodological concerns with the study, but the same 
methodology has been used to measure effectiveness of respiratory virus vaccines for at least 20 
years, including in a report on flu vaccine efficacy published just weeks earlier.3 Recent reports 
now indicate that HHS has definitively decided that the study will not be published.4 Given your 
opposition to public health measures during the coronavirus pandemic, your willingness to 
entertain discredited theories about the mRNA technology on which COVID-19 vaccines are 
based, and HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s lengthy history of hostility toward 

 
1 Apoorva Mandavilli, Top CDC Official Delays Report on Covid Shot’s Effectiveness, N.Y. TIMES (Apr. 9, 

2026), https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/09/health/cdc-bhattacharya-covid-shot-report-delay.html/. 
2 Lena Sun, CDC delays publishing report showing covid vaccine benefits, WASH. POST (Apr. 9, 2026), 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2026/04/09/covid-vaccine-report-delayed/. 
3 Id. 
4 Lena Sun, CDC won’t publish report showing covid shots cut likelihood of hospital visits, WASH. POST 

(Apr. 22, 2026), https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2026/04/22/covid-vaccine-report-blocked-cdc-mmwr/. 
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vaccination generally, infectious disease researchers are rightly concerned that your explanation 
for failing to publish the study is little more than a smokescreen.5 
 

Your claims about the study are especially hard to credit because of the Trump 
Administration’s relentless politicization of science, particularly when it comes to vaccines.6 
During President Trump’s first week in office, political staff reportedly sought to unilaterally 
change a CDC scientist’s response to a question about the strong connection between cervical 
cancer prevention and the HPV vaccine.7 In May 2025, Secretary Kennedy announced 
substantial changes to COVID-19 vaccine recommendations, a decision you described as “good 
science,” even though Secretary Kennedy presented no new evidence and apparently failed to 
consult or even inform CDC scientists of the changes.8 In December, when the agency ended its 
longstanding recommendation for universal vaccination against Hepatitis B at birth, it relied on 
evidence of the “Burden of Disease” that did not come from its own vaccine experts but rather a 
contractor with ties to anti-vaccine groups.9 
 

The intent of this overt politicization of science is clear: The Trump Administration 
wants to hide evidence of the enormous benefits vaccines provide to the American people.10 For 
decades, health officials in the United States have been legally required to assess both the safety 
and efficacy of vaccines in deciding whether to make them available to the public, and to 
recommend them as part of the nation’s public health guidance.11 This is accomplished through 
rigorous, overlapping systems that monitor a variety of data sources, and teams of scientists who 

 
5 Helen Branswell, NIH director:mRNA vaccine contracts were cancelled because public lacks trust in the 

technology, STAT (Aug. 11, 2025), https://www.statnews.com/2025/08/11/mrna-vaccines-bhattacharya-bannon/.  
6 S. PERM. SUBCOMM. ON INVESTIGATIONS, Trump Administration Attacks on Scientific Integrity, 119th 

Cong. (Sept. 9, 2025), https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025.09.09-PSI-Minority-Report-Trump-
Administration-Attacks-on-Science.pdf 

7 Jeneen Interlandi, ‘A Mass Disaster Nonstop’: An oral history of a year of turmoil inside Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr.’s C.D.C., NY TIMES (Mar. 26, 2026), 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/03/23/magazine/trump-rfk-jr-cdc-vaccines-maha.html. 

8 Helen Branswell, RFK Jr. ends Covid vaccine recommendations for healthy children, pregnant people, 
STAT (May 27, 2025), https://www.statnews.com/2025/05/27/covid-shots-pregnant-women-children-
recommendation-change-hhs-secretary-kennedy/. 

9 Press Release, CDC Adopts Individual-Based Decision-Making for Hepatitis B Immunization for Infants 
Born to Women Who Test Negative for Hepatitis B Virus, Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (Dec. 16, 
2025), https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2025/2025-hepatitis-b-immunization.html; ADVISORY COMM. ON 
IMMUNIZATION PRACTICES, Final ACIP December 4-5, 2025 Meeting Agenda (Dec. 4, 2025), 
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/downloads/agendas/final-posted-2025-12-04-7pm-508.pdf; Sophie Gardner, Cynthia 
Nevinson, climate researcher with anti-vaccine ties, joins CDC, E&E News (Dec. 3, 2025), 
https://www.eenews.net/articles/cynthia-nevison-climate-researcher-with-anti-vaccine-ties-joins-cdc/. 

10  Sophie Gardner and Lauren Gardner, After loss in court, RFK Jr. amends guidelines for key vaccine 
panel to emphasize risks of shots, POLITICO (Apr. 9, 2026), https://www.politico.com/news/2026/04/09/rfk-jr-
amends-guidelines-for-key-vaccine-panel-00866086; see also Sophie Gardner, ‘Efficacy will be secondary’: RFK 
Jr.’s vaccine advisers have a new mission, POLITICO (Feb. 3, 2026), https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/03/rfk-
jr-vaccine-advisers-new-mission-00758670. 

11 See, e.g., How Vaccines are Developed and Approved for Use, U.S. CTRS. FOR DISEASE CONTROL & 
PREVENTION (Aug. 10, 2024), https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/basics/how-developed-approved.html. 
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analyze this data and present their findings in publicly accessible journals and meetings.12 
Blocking from publication a study that has been approved by career scientists because its 
findings conflict with the administration’s political priorities impedes scientific progress, and 
will only further weaken Americans’ trust in researchers and the scientific process. As you 
yourself said recently, “Trust is the foundation of public health, earned through openness, 
honesty, and guided by the best available evidence.”13 

 
In order for the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations to understand the Trump 

Administration’s efforts to interfere in the publication of scientific reports, please provide the 
following information and records by May 7, 2026:14 
 

1. All communications between your office and the CDC staff listed as authors of the 
study from December 2025 to the present; 
 

2. All drafts of the study that have circulated since it cleared the agency’s pre-
publication scientific review process; 
 

3. All documents reflecting policies currently in force related to publication in MMWR, 
including requirements for review or clearance of studies by political appointees; 
 

4. All documents reflecting policies currently in force related to communication of 
scientific findings with the public, including the authority of political appointees to 
edit or modify work product of agency scientists; 

 
5. A list of all studies that, since January 20, 2025, have cleared CDC’s scientific review 

process but have yet to be published in MMWR, including: 
 

a. The names of the study’s authors; 
 

b. The date the study cleared pre-publication review; 
 

c. A description of the study’s subject matter; 
 

d. The names of the official or officials who ordered the study held back; 
 

 
12 INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE, Comm. To Review Adverse Effects of Vaccines, ADVERSE EVENTS OF 

VACCINES: EVIDENCE AND CAUSALITY (2012), https://www.nationalacademies.org/read/13164.  
13 Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (@CDC), X (Mar. 2, 2026, 12:00 PM), 

https://x.com/CDCgov/status/2028515731059425704.  
14 “Records” include written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, including letters, memoranda, 

reports, notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, Signal, WhatsApp, or other encrypted messages, and any 
other electronically-created or stored information), calendar entries, inter-office communications, meeting minutes, 
phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal communications, and drafts (whether or not they resulted in final 
documents). 



Dr. Jay Bhattacharya 
April 23, 2026 
Page 4 
 

e. A detailed description of the reason the study was held back from publication. 
 

Please contact the Subcommittee if you have questions about the procedures for 
transmitting documents. Thank you for your attention to this request.         
 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 Richard Blumenthal 
 Ranking Member 

     Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
 

 
 cc: The Honorable Ron Johnson 
 Chairman 

Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
 

 


