January 21, 2026

VIA EMAIL

The Honorable Rand Paul

Chairman

Senate Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs
340 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Chuck Grassley
Chairman

Senate Judiciary Committee

135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Paul and Chairman Grassley:

I write to request that you immediately call Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
Secretary Kristi Noem and Acting Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Director Todd
Lyons to testify before the Senate Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs and
the Senate Judiciary Committee (collectively, “the Committees™) regarding continued violations
of constitutional rights by ICE officials. This request follows a shocking anonymous
whistleblower disclosure made to my office and enclosed with this letter detailing ICE’s new secret
policy to ignore the Fourth Amendment of the United States Constitution and enter private homes
without a judicial warrant to effectuate civil immigration arrests.!

The Fourth Amendment is a bedrock principle of our Constitution and an integral privacy
protection against unreasonable searches and seizures, especially in the most intimate of settings,
the home. It should thus appall every American that the May 12, 2025 memorandum detailing this
policy (the “Memo”) states that “ICE immigration officers may arrest and detain aliens subject to
a final order of removal” relying only on “the use of a Form [-205 to arrest an alien in their place
of residence.”® The new DHS policy reflected in the Memo is likely to have ramifications far
beyond the individuals identified in Form I-205’s that it purports to reach. On at least two
occasions in 2025, ICE officials conducted raids on the wrong homes, causing trauma and risking
injury to those present.® In another instance, DHS officials forced their way into a home and

' Memorandum from Acting ICE Director Todd Lyons on Utilizing Form 1-205, Warrant of Removal (May 12,
2025).

21d.

3 Camilo Montoya-Galvez, ICE official defends agency's tactics amid fallout from raid on wrong home in
Portland, Oregon, CBS NEWS (Oct. 20, 2025), https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ice-portland-raid-wrong-home-
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detained three U.S. citizens, in addition to the undocumented individual they were seeking and an
additional individual not listed on the warrant.* Just days ago, ICE agents entered a U.S. citizen’s
home in Minnesota without a warrant, led him outside at gunpoint in his underwear in subfreezing
conditions, and did this all without any legitimate basis for his detention or for their entering of
the home.’

Secretary Noem and Acting Director Lyons’ testimony is also necessary in light of DHS’s
violent, illegal, and egregious conduct—directed against United States citizens and others—in
recent months, culminating in last week’s murder of Renee Nicole Good. Secretary Noem has met
the tragic murder of Ms. Good not with remorse or compassion, but instead with repeated lies
about Ms. Good and the circumstances surrounding her murder. DHS’s unlawful tactics were well
known before this horrific murder took place. Indeed, last month, my Subcommittee released a
report detailing accounts from 22 American citizens who were detained by ICE or CBP, for days
in some cases.® Further, in conjunction with the House Oversight Committee minority, my
Subcommittee held a Spotlight Forum to hear in-person from five of these brave citizens about
their horrific experiences.’

Secretary Noem and Acting Director Lyons have also flagrantly ignored the law and their
responsibilities to Congress and to your Committees in particular. In recent days, ICE reinstituted
an illegal policy of limiting congressional oversight visits to its facilities, in direct violation of a
clear statute and notwithstanding a court order that had already struck down a near-identical
policy.® Moreover, since Secretary Noem’s confirmation, she has failed to live up to her
commitment to cooperate with Congress, denying legitimate oversight requests, appearing only
once before the Homeland Security Committee,” and refusing entirely to appear before the
Judiciary Committee despite repeated requests. '°

marcos-charles/; Nicole Acevedo, U.S.-citizen family 'traumatized’ after ICE raided their Oklahoma home in search
of someone else, NBC NEWS (April 30, 2025), https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/us-citizen-family-
traumatized-ice-raid-rcna203700.

4 Michael Puente, Siblings shaken after feds raid Gary home, arrest family — 'They punched me in the eye’,
CHICAGO SUN TIMES (Oct. 29, 2025), https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2025/10/29/gary-family-arrested-
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5 Jack Brook, U.S. citizen says ICE removed him from his Minnesota home in his underwear after warrantless
search, ABC NEWS (Jan. 20, 2026), https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/us-citizen-ice-removed-minnesota-home-
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¢ S. Perm. Subcomm. on Investigations, 119th CONG., Unchecked Authority: Examining the Trump
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Secretary Noem and Acting Director Lyon owe these two Committees—which have
jurisdiction over ICE and over the Department of Homeland Security—answers for ICE’s decision
to flagrantly disregard the lawful protections that have safeguarded our nation and our democracy
for the last 250 years. I strongly urge you to immediately call hearings to address these latest
examples of ICE’s transformation into a lawless paramilitary organization.

Sincerely,

Richard Blumenthal
Ranking Member
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations

cc: The Honorable Ron Johnson
Chairman
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations

The Honorable Gary Peters
Ranking Member
Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs

The Honorable Richard Durbin
Ranking Member
Judiciary Committee

Enclosure





