Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

November 18, 2025

VIA EMAIL

Reince Priebus

President & Chief Strategist
Michael Best Strategies LLC

1000 Maine Avenue SW, Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20024

Dear Mr. Priebus:

Since July 2025, President Trump has solicited $300 million in private donations to build
what has been presented to donors and the public as “the President Donald J. Trump Ballroom”
(“Trump Ballroom”)." Despite assurances from the White House that the President has been
“incredibly transparent” about the renovations,” critical details about the plans for the project
have changed numerous times, including its total cost and scope.’ Indeed, the cost of the project
has been projected to jump 50 percent to $300 million from a previous projection of $200
million.* Moreover, recent reporting has revealed that the donation pledge form for the Trump
Ballroom offers donors the option to donate without public disclosure and that, in fact, a
significant number of private donors to the project had been kept secret by the White House,
completely belying the Administration’s claims of transparency, and raising serious questions
about the identity and motivation for these donors.’ The sheer amount of fundraising necessary to
complete this project has clearly required coordination and expertise. Recent news reporting
indicated that these efforts are being led by one of the Trump campaign’s leading fundraisers, in
coordination with three lobbyists with close ties to the Administration.® Given your reported role

! Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1,
2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html.

2 The National Desk, Karoline Leavitt faces barrage of questions over Trump's White House ballroom
construction, cost, YOUTUBE (OCT. 23, 2025), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=/988ECzreSI.

3 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump's Ballroom. Cue the Demolition
Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https:/www.nytimes.com/2025/10/2 1/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html.

* Private funds flowing into government spaces threaten transparency and accountability,
OPENSECRETS.ORG (Oct. 24, 2025), https://www.opensecrets.org/mews/2025/10/private-funds-flowing-into-
government-spaces-threaten-transparency-and-accountability; Sarah Fortinsky, Trump says White House ballroom
will be ‘a little bigger’ than initially described, THE HILL (Sept. 14, 2025),
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CNN PoLITICS (Oct. 23, 2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/23/politics/ballroom-donors-white-house-trump.
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in this fundraising effort, we write to request information regarding your efforts to raise money
for the construction of the Trump Ballroom.

Soliciting hundreds of millions of dollars in private donations to build a White House
ballroom bearing the president’s name raises questions that Americans deserve to have answered.
Many of the donors to the project have deep financial, business, or other personal interests before
the Administration.” Indeed, a recent report revealed that more than half of the Trump Ballroom
donors are facing, or have recently faced, enforcement actions from the federal government and
that ballroom donors have received more than $279 billion in federal contracts in the last five
years.® And, another report found that two-thirds of the corporate ballroom funders are
represented by one of the three lobbying firms identified as coordinating the ballroom funding.’
Many questions remain about the fundraising for this project, including how the fundraising is
being organized and coordinated, how donors are being identified and solicited, the amount of
each contribution, any agreement reached with each contributor, what promises may have been
or may yet be made in exchange for these substantial contributions, the reasons donations were
permitted to be made anonymously, and the extent of any pledges and donations that have not yet
been disclosed.' The American people are entitled to all the relevant facts about who is funding
the most substantial construction project at the White House in recent history.

As one of the parties raising private donations for the construction of the Trump
Ballroom, you and your firm possess critical information about the Administration’s management
of this project, how contributions have been obtained, and what President Trump or his
representatives may have agreed to provide in exchange. To assist our offices in our inquiry into
the financing of the demolition of the East Wing and construction of the Trump Ballroom, please

6 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1,
2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html.

7 Cat Zakrzewski and Jonathan Edwards, Trump wants a White House ballroom. These companies are
funding it., WASH. POST (Oct. 15, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/15/trump-ballroom-
donations-companies/.

8 Jonathan Edwards, Report: Donors to Trump's White House ballroom have $279B in federal contracts,
WASHI. POST (Nov. 3, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/11/03/trump-ballroom-donors-
contracts-enforcement/.

® Jon Golinger, Ballroom Lobby-Blitz Creates New Favor-Seeking Opportunities for Lobbyists, PUBLIC
Citizen (Nov. 17, 2025).

10 Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump s White House ballroom, WASH. POST (Oct.
24,2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-donors-list/.
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preserve all documents, records,

" and communications'? related to contributions to the Trump

Ballroom, and provide the following information by December 4, 2025:

1. Please provide a comprehensive description of your and your firm’s role in the effort
to raise funds for the Trump Ballroom, including but not limited to:

a.

b.

When were you first asked to assist with efforts to raise funds for the Trump
Ballroom?

Who requested your participation in this effort? Please identify everyone you
spoke with about the project, including but not limited to all White House
personnel or members of the Trump family.

What was the target amount of funds that you were originally asked to raise?
Has the target fundraising goal changed at any point in time? If so, to what
amount and why?

What guidance or instructions were provided to you regarding which donors
or type of donors to solicit funds from?

Were you told not to solicit funds from any individual donors or types of
donor (e.g., foreign countries or entities)?

What were you told to offer donors in exchange for a contribution to the
Trump Ballroom? Did this vary based on the identity of the donor or the
amount of the contribution? If so, how?

Were donors offered the opportunity to be named in an acknowledgement wall
or other similar fashion within the Trump Ballroom?

Please produce all materials that you were provided or otherwise used to
solicit donations for the Trump Ballroom.

Do you have any formal and/or financial relationship to or arrangement with
the Trust for the National Mall?

2. How are you and/or your firm being compensated for your role in the Trump
Ballroom fundraising project?

a.
b.

Will you receive a fixed fee or are you receiving a percentage of funds raised?
Are you eligible for incentive payments for achieving target fundraising
goals?

What is the total amount of compensation you expect to receive for raising
funds for the White House Ballrooms?

1 For purposes of this request, “records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind,
including letters, memoranda, reports, notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other
electronically-created or stored information), direct messages, chats, calendar entries, inter-office communications,
meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal communications, and drafts (whether or not they
resulted in final documents).

12 For purposes of this request, “communications” include any records, as defined above, transmitted in any
way between two or more individuals or entities.
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Please produce any and all agreements you have entered into reflecting the
scope of your fundraising efforts and/or any compensation you or your
company will receive in exchange.

Is any payment you are receiving derived from the Trust for the National
Mall?

3. Please provide a complete list of individuals or entities that you have solicited for
donations or pledges to fund construction of the Trump Ballroom, as well as the
following information about each solicited pledge or contribution:

a.

b.
C.
d

@

The total amount of each donation or pledge solicited;

The date of each solicitation;

Whether the donation or pledge was made and, if so, in what amount;
Whether the individual or entity from which you solicited the donation is your
client;

The date the donation or pledge was made or offered;

Whether the donation or pledge was intended to be anonymous;

Whether you made any representations that the prospective donor would be
more likely to secure favorable action from the federal government if it made
a donation;

Was anything offered in exchange for the donation or pledge, including but
not limited to access to government officials, attendance at White House or
other events, public or private recognition of the donation, or anything else,
regardless of inherent monetary value?

Will the donation be made to the Trust for the National Mall or to another
entity (including the name of any other entity receiving the donation)?

Please contact our offices if you have any questions about responding to these requests.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

) Wttt s N

Richard Blumenthal Elizabeth Warren
United States Senator United States Senator
Ranking Member, Permanent

Subcommittee on

Investigations
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Adam B. Schiff <
United States Senator
cc: The Honorable Ron Johnson

Chairman
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations



