
 
 
 
November 3, 2025 

 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Larry Fink 
Chairman and CEO 
BlackRock Inc. 
50 Hudson Yards 
New York, NY 10001 
 
Dear Mr. Fink: 
 

Since July 2025, President Trump has solicited $300 million in private donations to build 
what has been presented to donors and the public as “the President Donald J. Trump Ballroom.”1 
Despite assurances from the White House that President Trump has been “incredibly transparent” 
about the project, as well as a claim that the Administration had “released the full list of donors 
thus far,”2 critical details about the plans for the project have changed numerous times, including 
its total cost and scope.3 Most recently, the New York Times identified several donors for the 
ballroom who had been kept secret by the White House, completely belying the Administration’s 
claims of transparency, and raising serious questions about why the Administration and these 
donors sought to keep their donations a secret in the first place.4 You have been identified as one 
of the donors to this project who chose to remain anonymous.5 Pursuant to Senate Rule XXV of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate and Senate Resolution 94 (119th Cong.), Section 12, I write to 
request information regarding the terms of your donation and why it was not previously disclosed. 

 
When President Trump announced the ballroom project in July 2025, he assured the 

American public that the new ballroom “won’t interfere with the current building. It’ll be near it, 

 
1 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump’s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1, 

2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html. 

2 The National Desk, Karoline Leavitt faces barrage of questions over Trump's White House ballroom 
construction, cost, YOUTUBE (OCT. 23, 2025), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z988ECzreSI.  

3 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump’s Ballroom. Cue the Demolition 
Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html. 

4 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump’s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1, 
2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html.  

5 Dan Diamond and Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump’s White House ballroom, 
WASH. POST (Oct. 24, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-
donors-list/. 
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but not touching.”6 Yet last month—without advance notice to Congress or the public—the entire 
East Wing of the White House was demolished to make way for the new ballroom.7 Photos of 
construction crews leveling the most iconic residence in America shocked the public and prompted 
alarm among historians and preservationists about what irreplaceable American heritage may have 
been lost.8   

 
The use of private donations to fund this project raises questions that Americans deserve 

to have answered. Many of the donors have deep financial, business, or other personal interests 
before the Administration.9 Many questions remain about the fundraising for this project, including 
the amount of each contribution, the agreement reached with each contributor, what promises may 
have been or may yet be made in exchange for what presumably will be substantial contributions, 
and why the White House chose to allow donors to remain anonymous and then lie to the public 
about that fact.10 The American people are entitled to all the relevant facts about who is funding 
the most substantial construction project at the White House in recent history.  

 
As one of the individuals or entities identified as a secret donor to the East Wing demolition 

and ballroom construction, you possess critical information about the Administration’s 
management of this project, how your contribution was obtained, why your donation was not 
publicly disclosed, and what President Trump or his representatives may have agreed to provide 
in exchange. To assist the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations in its inquiry into the 
financing of the demolition of the East Wing and construction of the new ballroom, please preserve 
all documents, records,11 and communications12 related to your contributions to the White House 
Ballroom project, and provide the following information by November 14, 2025: 
 

 
6 Jonathan Edwards, Trump plans $200M ballroom he’s long sought in East Wing expansion, WASH. POST 

(July 31, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/07/31/trump-ballroom-east-wing-overhaul/.   
7 Aaron Blake, Why Trump’s sudden East Wing demolition is extraordinary — and dicey, CNN (Oct. 22, 

2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/22/politics/white-house-east-wing-demolition-trump.  
8 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump’s Ballroom. Cue the Demolition 

Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html; Aaron Blake, Why Trump’s sudden East Wing demolition is extraordinary — and dicey, CNN (Oct. 22, 
2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/22/politics/white-house-east-wing-demolition-trump. 

9 Cat Zakrzewski and Jonathan Edwards, Trump wants a White House ballroom. These companies are 
funding it., WASH POST (Oct. 15, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/15/trump-ballroom-
donations-companies/.  

10 Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump’s White House ballroom, WASH. POST (Oct. 
24, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-donors-list/.  

11 For purposes of this request, “records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, 
including letters, memoranda, reports, notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other 
electronically-created or stored information), direct messages, chats, calendar entries, inter-office communications, 
meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal communications, and drafts (whether or not they 
resulted in final documents).   

12 For purposes of this request, “communications” include any records, as defined above, transmitted in any 
way between two or more individuals or entities.  
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1. Please list all White House personnel or other representatives or associates of the Trump 
Administration or Trump family with whom you have spoken about the donation. 

a. Please identify the individual or individuals who solicited your donation, including 
the date(s) of any and all solicitations.  

b. Please describe the scope and nature of the discussions or negotiations with each 
individual listed.  

2. What amount did you contribute to the White House Ballroom project?  
a. Was this amount suggested to you by the President, Trump Administration officials, 

or other individuals representing or otherwise affiliated with the President or his 
family? 

b. If not, how did you determine the amount you contributed?  
c. Did you receive any documentation memorializing your donation or otherwise 

providing a receipt for the funds that you provided? If so, please provide a copy of 
that documentation.  

3. Did you enter into any formal agreement or other written terms in connection with your 
donation? If so, please produce a copy of that agreement.  

4. At what point did the White House offer you a choice for whether your name would appear 
on the list of donors released by the White House?  

a. Why did you choose to have your name remain anonymous?  
5. Please provide a list of all lobbying contacts you or anyone working on your behalf has 

made with the White House, or any executive agency, since January 20, 2025, including 
the date and subject matter of each meeting. 

Please contact the Subcommittee if you have any questions about responding to these 
requests. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
        
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Richard Blumenthal 
Ranking Member 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 

cc: The Honorable Ron Johnson 
 Chairman 
 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 



 
 
 
November 3, 2025 

 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Jeff Yass 
Co-Founder 
Susquehanna International Group LLLP 
214 Cheswold Lane 
Haverford, PA 19041-1804 
 
Dear Mr. Yass: 
 

Since July 2025, President Trump has solicited $300 million in private donations to build 
what has been presented to donors and the public as “the President Donald J. Trump Ballroom.”25 
Despite assurances from the White House that President Trump has been “incredibly transparent” 
about the project, as well as a claim that the Administration had “released the full list of donors 
thus far,”26 critical details about the plans for the project have changed numerous times, including 
its total cost and scope.27 Most recently, the New York Times identified several donors for the 
ballroom who had been kept secret by the White House, completely belying the Administration’s 
claims of transparency, and raising serious questions about why the Administration and these 
donors sought to keep their donations a secret in the first place.28 You have been identified as one 
of the donors to this project who chose to remain anonymous.29 Pursuant to Senate Rule XXV of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate and Senate Resolution 94 (119th Cong.), Section 12, I write to 
request information regarding the terms of your donation and why it was not previously disclosed. 

 
When President Trump announced the ballroom project in July 2025, he assured the 

American public that the new ballroom “won’t interfere with the current building. It’ll be near it, 

 
25 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump’s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1, 

2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html. 

26 The National Desk, Karoline Leavitt faces barrage of questions over Trump's White House ballroom 
construction, cost, YOUTUBE (OCT. 23, 2025), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z988ECzreSI.  

27 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump’s Ballroom. Cue the Demolition 
Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html. 

28 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump’s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1, 
2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html.  

29 Dan Diamond and Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump’s White House ballroom, 
WASH. POST (Oct. 24, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-
donors-list/. 
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but not touching.”30 Yet last month—without advance notice to Congress or the public—the entire 
East Wing of the White House was demolished to make way for the new ballroom.31 Photos of 
construction crews leveling the most iconic residence in America shocked the public and prompted 
alarm among historians and preservationists about what irreplaceable American heritage may have 
been lost.32   

 
The use of private donations to fund this project raises questions that Americans deserve 

to have answered. Many of the donors have deep financial, business, or other personal interests 
before the Administration.33 Many questions remain about the fundraising for this project, 
including the amount of each contribution, the agreement reached with each contributor, what 
promises may have been or may yet be made in exchange for what presumably will be substantial 
contributions, and why the White House chose to allow donors to remain anonymous and then lie 
to the public about that fact.34 The American people are entitled to all the relevant facts about who 
is funding the most substantial construction project at the White House in recent history.  

 
As one of the individuals or entities identified as a secret donor to the East Wing demolition 

and ballroom construction, you possess critical information about the Administration’s 
management of this project, how your contribution was obtained, why your donation was not 
publicly disclosed, and what President Trump or his representatives may have agreed to provide 
in exchange. To assist the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations in its inquiry into the 
financing of the demolition of the East Wing and construction of the new ballroom, please preserve 
all documents, records,35 and communications36 related to your contributions to the White House 
Ballroom project, and provide the following information by November 14, 2025: 
 

 
30 Jonathan Edwards, Trump plans $200M ballroom he’s long sought in East Wing expansion, WASH. POST 

(July 31, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/07/31/trump-ballroom-east-wing-overhaul/.   
31 Aaron Blake, Why Trump’s sudden East Wing demolition is extraordinary — and dicey, CNN (Oct. 22, 

2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/22/politics/white-house-east-wing-demolition-trump.  
32 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump’s Ballroom. Cue the Demolition 

Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html; Aaron Blake, Why Trump’s sudden East Wing demolition is extraordinary — and dicey, CNN (Oct. 22, 
2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/22/politics/white-house-east-wing-demolition-trump. 

33 Cat Zakrzewski and Jonathan Edwards, Trump wants a White House ballroom. These companies are 
funding it., WASH POST (Oct. 15, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/15/trump-ballroom-
donations-companies/.  

34 Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump’s White House ballroom, WASH. POST (Oct. 
24, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-donors-list/.  

35 For purposes of this request, “records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, 
including letters, memoranda, reports, notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other 
electronically-created or stored information), direct messages, chats, calendar entries, inter-office communications, 
meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal communications, and drafts (whether or not they 
resulted in final documents).   

36 For purposes of this request, “communications” include any records, as defined above, transmitted in any 
way between two or more individuals or entities.  
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1. Please list all White House personnel or other representatives or associates of the Trump 
Administration or Trump family with whom you have spoken about the donation. 

a. Please identify the individual or individuals who solicited your donation, including 
the date(s) of any and all solicitations.  

b. Please describe the scope and nature of the discussions or negotiations with each 
individual listed.  

2. What amount did you contribute to the White House Ballroom project?  
a. Was this amount suggested to you by the President, Trump Administration officials, 

or other individuals representing or otherwise affiliated with the President or his 
family? 

b. If not, how did you determine the amount you contributed?  
c. Did you receive any documentation memorializing your donation or otherwise 

providing a receipt for the funds that you provided? If so, please provide a copy of 
that documentation.  

3. Did you enter into any formal agreement or other written terms in connection with your 
donation? If so, please produce a copy of that agreement.  

4. At what point did the White House offer you a choice for whether your name would appear 
on the list of donors released by the White House?  

a. Why did you choose to have your name remain anonymous?  
5. Please provide a list of all lobbying contacts you or anyone working on your behalf has 

made with the White House, or any executive agency, since January 20, 2025, including 
the date and subject matter of each meeting. 

Please contact the Subcommittee if you have any questions about responding to these 
requests. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
        
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Richard Blumenthal 
Ranking Member 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 

cc: The Honorable Ron Johnson 
 Chairman 
 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 



 
 
 
November 3, 2025 

 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Jensen Huang 
Founder, President, and CEO 
Nvidia Corp. 
2788 San Tomas Expressway 
Santa Clara, CA 95051 
 
Dear Mr. Huang: 
 

Since July 2025, President Trump has solicited $300 million in private donations to build 
what has been presented to donors and the public as “the President Donald J. Trump Ballroom.”37 
Despite assurances from the White House that President Trump has been “incredibly transparent” 
about the project, as well as a claim that the Administration had “released the full list of donors 
thus far,”38 critical details about the plans for the project have changed numerous times, including 
its total cost and scope.39 Most recently, the New York Times identified several donors for the 
ballroom who had been kept secret by the White House, completely belying the Administration’s 
claims of transparency, and raising serious questions about why the Administration and these 
donors sought to keep their donations a secret in the first place.40 You have been identified as one 
of the donors to this project who chose to remain anonymous.41 Pursuant to Senate Rule XXV of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate and Senate Resolution 94 (119th Cong.), Section 12, I write to 
request information regarding the terms of your donation and why it was not previously disclosed. 

 
When President Trump announced the ballroom project in July 2025, he assured the 

American public that the new ballroom “won’t interfere with the current building. It’ll be near it, 

 
37 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump’s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1, 

2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html. 

38 The National Desk, Karoline Leavitt faces barrage of questions over Trump's White House ballroom 
construction, cost, YOUTUBE (OCT. 23, 2025), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z988ECzreSI.  

39 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump’s Ballroom. Cue the Demolition 
Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html. 

40 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump’s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1, 
2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html.  

41 Dan Diamond and Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump’s White House ballroom, 
WASH. POST (Oct. 24, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-
donors-list/. 
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but not touching.”42 Yet last month—without advance notice to Congress or the public—the entire 
East Wing of the White House was demolished to make way for the new ballroom.43 Photos of 
construction crews leveling the most iconic residence in America shocked the public and prompted 
alarm among historians and preservationists about what irreplaceable American heritage may have 
been lost.44   

 
The use of private donations to fund this project raises questions that Americans deserve 

to have answered. Many of the donors have deep financial, business, or other personal interests 
before the Administration.45 Many questions remain about the fundraising for this project, 
including the amount of each contribution, the agreement reached with each contributor, what 
promises may have been or may yet be made in exchange for what presumably will be substantial 
contributions, and why the White House chose to allow donors to remain anonymous and then lie 
to the public about that fact.46 The American people are entitled to all the relevant facts about who 
is funding the most substantial construction project at the White House in recent history.  

 
As one of the individuals or entities identified as a secret donor to the East Wing demolition 

and ballroom construction, you possess critical information about the Administration’s 
management of this project, how your contribution was obtained, why your donation was not 
publicly disclosed, and what President Trump or his representatives may have agreed to provide 
in exchange. To assist the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations in its inquiry into the 
financing of the demolition of the East Wing and construction of the new ballroom, please preserve 
all documents, records,47 and communications48 related to your contributions to the White House 
Ballroom project, and provide the following information by November 14, 2025: 
 

 
42 Jonathan Edwards, Trump plans $200M ballroom he’s long sought in East Wing expansion, WASH. POST 

(July 31, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/07/31/trump-ballroom-east-wing-overhaul/.   
43 Aaron Blake, Why Trump’s sudden East Wing demolition is extraordinary — and dicey, CNN (Oct. 22, 

2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/22/politics/white-house-east-wing-demolition-trump.  
44 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump’s Ballroom. Cue the Demolition 

Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html; Aaron Blake, Why Trump’s sudden East Wing demolition is extraordinary — and dicey, CNN (Oct. 22, 
2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/22/politics/white-house-east-wing-demolition-trump. 

45 Cat Zakrzewski and Jonathan Edwards, Trump wants a White House ballroom. These companies are 
funding it., WASH POST (Oct. 15, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/15/trump-ballroom-
donations-companies/.  

46 Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump’s White House ballroom, WASH. POST (Oct. 
24, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-donors-list/.  

47 For purposes of this request, “records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, 
including letters, memoranda, reports, notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other 
electronically-created or stored information), direct messages, chats, calendar entries, inter-office communications, 
meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal communications, and drafts (whether or not they 
resulted in final documents).   

48 For purposes of this request, “communications” include any records, as defined above, transmitted in any 
way between two or more individuals or entities.  
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1. Please list all White House personnel or other representatives or associates of the Trump 
Administration or Trump family with whom you have spoken about the donation. 

a. Please identify the individual or individuals who solicited your donation, including 
the date(s) of any and all solicitations.  

b. Please describe the scope and nature of the discussions or negotiations with each 
individual listed.  

2. What amount did you contribute to the White House Ballroom project?  
a. Was this amount suggested to you by the President, Trump Administration officials, 

or other individuals representing or otherwise affiliated with the President or his 
family? 

b. If not, how did you determine the amount you contributed?  
c. Did you receive any documentation memorializing your donation or otherwise 

providing a receipt for the funds that you provided? If so, please provide a copy of 
that documentation.  

3. Did you enter into any formal agreement or other written terms in connection with your 
donation? If so, please produce a copy of that agreement.  

4. At what point did the White House offer you a choice for whether your name would appear 
on the list of donors released by the White House?  

a. Why did you choose to have your name remain anonymous?  
5. Please provide a list of all lobbying contacts you or anyone working on your behalf has 

made with the White House, or any executive agency, since January 20, 2025, including 
the date and subject matter of each meeting. 

Please contact the Subcommittee if you have any questions about responding to these 
requests. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
        
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Richard Blumenthal 
Ranking Member 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 

cc: The Honorable Ron Johnson 
 Chairman 
 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 



 
 
 
November 3, 2025 

 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Greg Brockman 
President, Chairman, and Co-Founder 
OpenAI 
3180 18th Street, Suite 100 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
 
Dear Mr. Brockman: 
 

Since July 2025, President Trump has solicited $300 million in private donations to build 
what has been presented to donors and the public as “the President Donald J. Trump Ballroom.”49 
Despite assurances from the White House that President Trump has been “incredibly transparent” 
about the project, as well as a claim that the Administration had “released the full list of donors 
thus far,”50 critical details about the plans for the project have changed numerous times, including 
its total cost and scope.51 Most recently, the New York Times identified several donors for the 
ballroom who had been kept secret by the White House, completely belying the Administration’s 
claims of transparency, and raising serious questions about why the Administration and these 
donors sought to keep their donations a secret in the first place.52 You have been identified as one 
of the donors to this project who chose to remain anonymous.53 Pursuant to Senate Rule XXV of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate and Senate Resolution 94 (119th Cong.), Section 12, I write to 
request information regarding the terms of your donation and why it was not previously disclosed. 

 
When President Trump announced the ballroom project in July 2025, he assured the 

American public that the new ballroom “won’t interfere with the current building. It’ll be near it, 

 
49 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump’s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1, 

2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html. 

50 The National Desk, Karoline Leavitt faces barrage of questions over Trump's White House ballroom 
construction, cost, YOUTUBE (OCT. 23, 2025), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z988ECzreSI.  

51 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump’s Ballroom. Cue the Demolition 
Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html. 

52 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump’s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1, 
2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html.  

53 Dan Diamond and Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump’s White House ballroom, 
WASH. POST (Oct. 24, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-
donors-list/. 
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but not touching.”54 Yet last month—without advance notice to Congress or the public—the entire 
East Wing of the White House was demolished to make way for the new ballroom.55 Photos of 
construction crews leveling the most iconic residence in America shocked the public and prompted 
alarm among historians and preservationists about what irreplaceable American heritage may have 
been lost.56   

 
The use of private donations to fund this project raises questions that Americans deserve 

to have answered. Many of the donors have deep financial, business, or other personal interests 
before the Administration.57 Many questions remain about the fundraising for this project, 
including the amount of each contribution, the agreement reached with each contributor, what 
promises may have been or may yet be made in exchange for what presumably will be substantial 
contributions, and why the White House chose to allow donors to remain anonymous and then lie 
to the public about that fact.58 The American people are entitled to all the relevant facts about who 
is funding the most substantial construction project at the White House in recent history.  

 
As one of the individuals or entities identified as a secret donor to the East Wing demolition 

and ballroom construction, you possess critical information about the Administration’s 
management of this project, how your contribution was obtained, why your donation was not 
publicly disclosed, and what President Trump or his representatives may have agreed to provide 
in exchange. To assist the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations in its inquiry into the 
financing of the demolition of the East Wing and construction of the new ballroom, please preserve 
all documents, records,59 and communications60 related to your contributions to the White House 
Ballroom project, and provide the following information by November 14, 2025: 
 

 
54 Jonathan Edwards, Trump plans $200M ballroom he’s long sought in East Wing expansion, WASH. POST 

(July 31, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/07/31/trump-ballroom-east-wing-overhaul/.   
55 Aaron Blake, Why Trump’s sudden East Wing demolition is extraordinary — and dicey, CNN (Oct. 22, 

2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/22/politics/white-house-east-wing-demolition-trump.  
56 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump’s Ballroom. Cue the Demolition 

Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html; Aaron Blake, Why Trump’s sudden East Wing demolition is extraordinary — and dicey, CNN (Oct. 22, 
2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/22/politics/white-house-east-wing-demolition-trump. 

57 Cat Zakrzewski and Jonathan Edwards, Trump wants a White House ballroom. These companies are 
funding it., WASH POST (Oct. 15, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/15/trump-ballroom-
donations-companies/.  

58 Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump’s White House ballroom, WASH. POST (Oct. 
24, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-donors-list/.  

59 For purposes of this request, “records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, 
including letters, memoranda, reports, notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other 
electronically-created or stored information), direct messages, chats, calendar entries, inter-office communications, 
meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal communications, and drafts (whether or not they 
resulted in final documents).   

60 For purposes of this request, “communications” include any records, as defined above, transmitted in any 
way between two or more individuals or entities.  
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1. Please list all White House personnel or other representatives or associates of the Trump 
Administration or Trump family with whom you have spoken about the donation. 

a. Please identify the individual or individuals who solicited your donation, including 
the date(s) of any and all solicitations.  

b. Please describe the scope and nature of the discussions or negotiations with each 
individual listed.  

2. What amount did you contribute to the White House Ballroom project?  
a. Was this amount suggested to you by the President, Trump Administration officials, 

or other individuals representing or otherwise affiliated with the President or his 
family? 

b. If not, how did you determine the amount you contributed?  
c. Did you receive any documentation memorializing your donation or otherwise 

providing a receipt for the funds that you provided? If so, please provide a copy of 
that documentation.  

3. Did you enter into any formal agreement or other written terms in connection with your 
donation? If so, please produce a copy of that agreement.  

4. At what point did the White House offer you a choice for whether your name would appear 
on the list of donors released by the White House?  

a. Why did you choose to have your name remain anonymous?  
5. Please provide a list of all lobbying contacts you or anyone working on your behalf has 

made with the White House, or any executive agency, since January 20, 2025, including 
the date and subject matter of each meeting. 

Please contact the Subcommittee if you have any questions about responding to these 
requests. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
        
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Richard Blumenthal 
Ranking Member 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 

cc: The Honorable Ron Johnson 
 Chairman 
 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 



 
 
 
November 3, 2025 

 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Chris Toth 
CEO 
Vantive Corp. 
1 Baxter Parkway 
Deerfield, IL 60015 
 
Dear Mr. Toth: 
 

Since July 2025, President Trump has solicited $300 million in private donations to build 
what has been presented to donors and the public as “the President Donald J. Trump Ballroom.”61 
Despite assurances from the White House that President Trump has been “incredibly transparent” 
about the project, as well as a claim that the Administration had “released the full list of donors 
thus far,”62 critical details about the plans for the project have changed numerous times, including 
its total cost and scope.63 Most recently, the New York Times identified several donors for the 
ballroom who had been kept secret by the White House, completely belying the Administration’s 
claims of transparency, and raising serious questions about why the Administration and these 
donors sought to keep their donations a secret in the first place.64 You have been identified as one 
of the donors to this project who chose to remain anonymous.65 Pursuant to Senate Rule XXV of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate and Senate Resolution 94 (119th Cong.), Section 12, I write to 
request information regarding the terms of your donation and why it was not previously disclosed. 

 
When President Trump announced the ballroom project in July 2025, he assured the 

American public that the new ballroom “won’t interfere with the current building. It’ll be near it, 

 
61 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump’s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1, 

2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html. 

62 The National Desk, Karoline Leavitt faces barrage of questions over Trump's White House ballroom 
construction, cost, YOUTUBE (OCT. 23, 2025), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z988ECzreSI.  

63 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump’s Ballroom. Cue the Demolition 
Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html. 

64 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump’s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1, 
2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html.  

65 Dan Diamond and Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump’s White House ballroom, 
WASH. POST (Oct. 24, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-
donors-list/. 
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but not touching.”66 Yet last month—without advance notice to Congress or the public—the entire 
East Wing of the White House was demolished to make way for the new ballroom.67 Photos of 
construction crews leveling the most iconic residence in America shocked the public and prompted 
alarm among historians and preservationists about what irreplaceable American heritage may have 
been lost.68   

 
The use of private donations to fund this project raises questions that Americans deserve 

to have answered. Many of the donors have deep financial, business, or other personal interests 
before the Administration.69 Many questions remain about the fundraising for this project, 
including the amount of each contribution, the agreement reached with each contributor, what 
promises may have been or may yet be made in exchange for what presumably will be substantial 
contributions, and why the White House chose to allow donors to remain anonymous and then lie 
to the public about that fact.70 The American people are entitled to all the relevant facts about who 
is funding the most substantial construction project at the White House in recent history.  

 
As one of the individuals or entities identified as a secret donor to the East Wing demolition 

and ballroom construction, you possess critical information about the Administration’s 
management of this project, how your contribution was obtained, why your donation was not 
publicly disclosed, and what President Trump or his representatives may have agreed to provide 
in exchange. To assist the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations in its inquiry into the 
financing of the demolition of the East Wing and construction of the new ballroom, please preserve 
all documents, records,71 and communications72 related to your contributions to the White House 
Ballroom project, and provide the following information by November 14, 2025: 
 

 
66 Jonathan Edwards, Trump plans $200M ballroom he’s long sought in East Wing expansion, WASH. POST 

(July 31, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/07/31/trump-ballroom-east-wing-overhaul/.   
67 Aaron Blake, Why Trump’s sudden East Wing demolition is extraordinary — and dicey, CNN (Oct. 22, 

2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/22/politics/white-house-east-wing-demolition-trump.  
68 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump’s Ballroom. Cue the Demolition 

Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html; Aaron Blake, Why Trump’s sudden East Wing demolition is extraordinary — and dicey, CNN (Oct. 22, 
2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/22/politics/white-house-east-wing-demolition-trump. 

69 Cat Zakrzewski and Jonathan Edwards, Trump wants a White House ballroom. These companies are 
funding it., WASH POST (Oct. 15, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/15/trump-ballroom-
donations-companies/.  

70 Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump’s White House ballroom, WASH. POST (Oct. 
24, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-donors-list/.  

71 For purposes of this request, “records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, 
including letters, memoranda, reports, notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other 
electronically-created or stored information), direct messages, chats, calendar entries, inter-office communications, 
meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal communications, and drafts (whether or not they 
resulted in final documents).   

72 For purposes of this request, “communications” include any records, as defined above, transmitted in any 
way between two or more individuals or entities.  
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1. Please list all White House personnel or other representatives or associates of the Trump 
Administration or Trump family with whom you have spoken about the donation. 

a. Please identify the individual or individuals who solicited your donation, including 
the date(s) of any and all solicitations.  

b. Please describe the scope and nature of the discussions or negotiations with each 
individual listed.  

2. What amount did you contribute to the White House Ballroom project?  
a. Was this amount suggested to you by the President, Trump Administration officials, 

or other individuals representing or otherwise affiliated with the President or his 
family? 

b. If not, how did you determine the amount you contributed?  
c. Did you receive any documentation memorializing your donation or otherwise 

providing a receipt for the funds that you provided? If so, please provide a copy of 
that documentation.  

3. Did you enter into any formal agreement or other written terms in connection with your 
donation? If so, please produce a copy of that agreement.  

4. At what point did the White House offer you a choice for whether your name would appear 
on the list of donors released by the White House?  

a. Why did you choose to have your name remain anonymous?  
5. Please provide a list of all lobbying contacts you or anyone working on your behalf has 

made with the White House, or any executive agency, since January 20, 2025, including 
the date and subject matter of each meeting. 

Please contact the Subcommittee if you have any questions about responding to these 
requests. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
        
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Richard Blumenthal 
Ranking Member 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 

cc: The Honorable Ron Johnson 
 Chairman 
 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 



 
 
 
November 3, 2025 

 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Oliver Burckhardt 
Founder, Co-Owner, Executive Team Member 
Extremity Care Inc. 
300 Interspace Parkway, Second Floor 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 
 
Dear Mr. Burckhardt: 
 

Since July 2025, President Trump has solicited $300 million in private donations to build 
what has been presented to donors and the public as “the President Donald J. Trump Ballroom.”73 
Despite assurances from the White House that President Trump has been “incredibly transparent” 
about the project, as well as a claim that the Administration had “released the full list of donors 
thus far,”74 critical details about the plans for the project have changed numerous times, including 
its total cost and scope.75 Most recently, the New York Times identified several donors for the 
ballroom who had been kept secret by the White House, completely belying the Administration’s 
claims of transparency, and raising serious questions about why the Administration and these 
donors sought to keep their donations a secret in the first place.76 You have been identified as one 
of the donors to this project who chose to remain anonymous.77 Pursuant to Senate Rule XXV of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate and Senate Resolution 94 (119th Cong.), Section 12, I write to 
request information regarding the terms of your donation and why it was not previously disclosed. 

 
When President Trump announced the ballroom project in July 2025, he assured the 

American public that the new ballroom “won’t interfere with the current building. It’ll be near it, 

 
73 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump’s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1, 

2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html. 

74 The National Desk, Karoline Leavitt faces barrage of questions over Trump's White House ballroom 
construction, cost, YOUTUBE (OCT. 23, 2025), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z988ECzreSI.  

75 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump’s Ballroom. Cue the Demolition 
Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html. 

76 Kenneth P. Vogel, Trump’s Team Offers to Keep Some Ballroom Donors Incognito, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 1, 
2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/us/politics/trumps-team-offers-to-keep-some-ballroom-donors-
incognito.html.  

77 Dan Diamond and Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump’s White House ballroom, 
WASH. POST (Oct. 24, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-
donors-list/. 
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but not touching.”78 Yet last month—without advance notice to Congress or the public—the entire 
East Wing of the White House was demolished to make way for the new ballroom.79 Photos of 
construction crews leveling the most iconic residence in America shocked the public and prompted 
alarm among historians and preservationists about what irreplaceable American heritage may have 
been lost.80   

 
The use of private donations to fund this project raises questions that Americans deserve 

to have answered. Many of the donors have deep financial, business, or other personal interests 
before the Administration.81 Many questions remain about the fundraising for this project, 
including the amount of each contribution, the agreement reached with each contributor, what 
promises may have been or may yet be made in exchange for what presumably will be substantial 
contributions, and why the White House chose to allow donors to remain anonymous and then lie 
to the public about that fact.82 The American people are entitled to all the relevant facts about who 
is funding the most substantial construction project at the White House in recent history.  

 
As one of the individuals or entities identified as a secret donor to the East Wing demolition 

and ballroom construction, you possess critical information about the Administration’s 
management of this project, how your contribution was obtained, why your donation was not 
publicly disclosed, and what President Trump or his representatives may have agreed to provide 
in exchange. To assist the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations in its inquiry into the 
financing of the demolition of the East Wing and construction of the new ballroom, please preserve 
all documents, records,83 and communications84 related to your contributions to the White House 
Ballroom project, and provide the following information by November 14, 2025: 
 

 
78 Jonathan Edwards, Trump plans $200M ballroom he’s long sought in East Wing expansion, WASH. POST 

(July 31, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/07/31/trump-ballroom-east-wing-overhaul/.   
79 Aaron Blake, Why Trump’s sudden East Wing demolition is extraordinary — and dicey, CNN (Oct. 22, 

2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/22/politics/white-house-east-wing-demolition-trump.  
80 Zachary Small and Ashley Wu, Architects Urged a Review of Trump’s Ballroom. Cue the Demolition 

Crew., N.Y. TIMES (Oct. 21, 2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/21/arts/design/trump-ballroom-architects-
review.html; Aaron Blake, Why Trump’s sudden East Wing demolition is extraordinary — and dicey, CNN (Oct. 22, 
2025), https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/22/politics/white-house-east-wing-demolition-trump. 

81 Cat Zakrzewski and Jonathan Edwards, Trump wants a White House ballroom. These companies are 
funding it., WASH POST (Oct. 15, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/15/trump-ballroom-
donations-companies/.  

82 Victoria Bisset, Here are the donors contributing to Trump’s White House ballroom, WASH. POST (Oct. 
24, 2025), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/24/trump-white-house-ballroom-donors-list/.  

83 For purposes of this request, “records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, 
including letters, memoranda, reports, notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other 
electronically-created or stored information), direct messages, chats, calendar entries, inter-office communications, 
meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal communications, and drafts (whether or not they 
resulted in final documents).   

84 For purposes of this request, “communications” include any records, as defined above, transmitted in any 
way between two or more individuals or entities.  
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1. Please list all White House personnel or other representatives or associates of the Trump 
Administration or Trump family with whom you have spoken about the donation. 

a. Please identify the individual or individuals who solicited your donation, including 
the date(s) of any and all solicitations.  

b. Please describe the scope and nature of the discussions or negotiations with each 
individual listed.  

2. What amount did you contribute to the White House Ballroom project?  
a. Was this amount suggested to you by the President, Trump Administration officials, 

or other individuals representing or otherwise affiliated with the President or his 
family? 

b. If not, how did you determine the amount you contributed?  
c. Did you receive any documentation memorializing your donation or otherwise 

providing a receipt for the funds that you provided? If so, please provide a copy of 
that documentation.  

3. Did you enter into any formal agreement or other written terms in connection with your 
donation? If so, please produce a copy of that agreement.  

4. At what point did the White House offer you a choice for whether your name would appear 
on the list of donors released by the White House?  

a. Why did you choose to have your name remain anonymous?  
5. Please provide a list of all lobbying contacts you or anyone working on your behalf has 

made with the White House, or any executive agency, since January 20, 2025, including 
the date and subject matter of each meeting. 

Please contact the Subcommittee if you have any questions about responding to these 
requests. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
        
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Richard Blumenthal 
Ranking Member 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 

cc: The Honorable Ron Johnson 
 Chairman 
 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
 




