
 
 

  
   

  

August 26, 2025 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Todd M. Lyons 
Acting Director 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
500 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20536 
 
Dear Mr. Lyons: 
 

I write today regarding deeply troubling reports of violence, excessive use of force, and the 
unlawful detention of U.S. citizens by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  These 
actions may not only violate the law, they also make our communities less safe.  I fear that my 
Republican colleagues’ recent decision to drastically increase ICE’s funding will only embolden 
this reported lawlessness.  Pursuant to Senate Resolution 59 (118th Cong.) and Rule 1 of the 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations (“PSI” or “the Subcommittee”), I write to request 
information and records regarding the training and compensation ICE agents are receiving relating 
to how they are constitutionally fulfilling their duties. 
 

Last week, Connecticut State Representative Corey Paris was brazenly threatened with 
criminal prosecution merely for trying to keep his constituents safe.  In an Instagram post on 
Friday, August 15, Representative Paris informed residents that he had learned of immigration 
enforcement efforts in his district and wanted to warn those residents to “remain vigilant, stay 
aware of your surroundings and, above all, prioritize your safety.”1  In response to this warning, 
he was accused by a right-wing social media account of sharing detailed information about ICE’s 
location and helping individuals illegally in the United States evade arrest.2   

 
What happened next was an outrageous abuse of power and public trust.  ICE reposted 

these barefaced lies along with a request to the Justice Department: “charge him.”3  Any possible 
charge against Representative Paris was left unexplained.  He had committed no crime.  In fact, he 
had done nothing wrong.  He was patently engaging in constitutionally protected speech.  
Nevertheless, these actions led to multiple threats against Representative Paris’s life and those of 
his relatives.4  Unfortunately, Representative Paris’s experience is merely one instance of ICE 
agents seemingly acting as a police state strike force, threatening lawmakers and detaining citizens 
                                                        

1 ICE Wrongly Suggests Lawmaker Doxxed Agents, and Racist Threats Follow, WASH. POST (Aug. 19, 
2025), https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/19/nyregion/ice-connecticut-legislator-threats.html. 
2 Id. 
3 Id.  
4 Id. 
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with hardly a shred of justification and then potentially fabricating allegations after the fact to 
justify their unlawful actions.   
 
 Strong enforcement of immigration laws need not involve the type of abusive tactics used 
against Representative Paris and others.  Most Americans who support deportation of dangerous 
criminals here illegally also believe in fairness and due process.  They are rightly alarmed by recent 
nationwide reports of ICE agents’ illegal actions towards innocent individuals—including U.S. 
citizens.  In Los Angeles, ICE agents detained and shoved a pregnant U.S. citizen whom they 
falsely charged with assaulting an officer, a charge the U.S. attorney was forced to drop given 
video evidence contradicting this assertion as well as simple physics (the woman in question was 
4’11 and 38 weeks pregnant).5  In New York, ICE agents detained a Latino U.S. citizen because 
he “looked like” someone for whom they were searching.6  And a Chicago lawsuit alleges that, 
during their activities there, ICE agents violated the rights of twenty-two people, including at least 
one U.S. citizen.7  Indeed, despite your repeated pronouncements that ICE is focused on removing 
“public safety and national security threats from our communities,”8 the data shows that 60% of 
the nearly 112,000 arrests by ICE from January 20 through late June were of individuals who had 
not been convicted of any crime,9 and the Cato Institute found that ICE is arresting 1,100% more 
noncriminals on the streets than in 2017.10 
 
 These examples and statistics also raise questions about both ICE’s disproportionate use of 
force and whether there are potentially questionable incentives for ICE agents to increase the 
number of arrests.  As to the use of force, an analysis of over a dozen immigration raids in Los 
Angeles area by The Intercept found that ICE agents allegedly consistently aimed firearms and 
sprayed chemical irritants at onlookers and protesters, launched tear gas and flash bang grenades 
into crowds, and beat the people they detained.11  ICE’s unprecedented increase in arrests of 
noncriminals may also be partially explained by perverse incentives, as a detained high-school 
student stated that he heard agents celebrating the $1,500 payment they would receive for his 
arrest.12 
 

                                                        
5 US citizens jailed in LA Ice raids speak out: ‘They came ready to attack’, THE GUARDIAN (Aug. 5, 2025), 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/aug/05/us-citizens-jailed-ice-los-angeles. 
6 ICE accused of racial profiling in detentions of Latino U.S. citizens, AXIOS (July 9, 2025), 

https://www.axios.com/2025/07/09/ice-us-citizens-detention-racial-profiling. 
7 ICE violated rights of a US citizen and 21 others during arrests, Chicago activists allege, ASSOC. PRESS 

(Mar. 17, 2025), https://apnews.com/article/immigration-arrests-chicago-complaint-
bcc80d6aeeed824428431a318e427cd3. 

8 See, e.g., Press Release, ICE, 100 days of record-breaking immigration enforcement in the US interior 
(April 29, 2025), https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/100-days-record-breaking-immigration-enforcement-us-
interior.  

9 Convicted criminals make up less than half of ICE arrests under Trump, STATELINE (July 24, 2025), 
https://stateline.org/2025/07/24/fewer-than-half-of-ice-arrests-under-trump-are-convicted-criminals/.  

10 ICE Is Arresting 1,100 Percent More Noncriminals on the Streets Than in 2017, CATO INSTITUTE (June 
24, 2025), https://www.cato.org/blog/ice-arresting-1100-percent-more-noncriminals-streets-2017. 

11 A Pattern of Violence: Documenting ICE Agents’ Brutal Use of Force in LA Immigration Raids, THE 
INTERCEPT (July 7, 2025), https://theintercept.com/2025/07/07/ice-raids-la-violence-video-bystanders/. 

12 L.A. student seized by immigration agents alleges they bragged of $1,500 arrest payment, L.A. TIMES 
(Aug. 19, 2025), https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-08-19/accounts-suggest-reseda-student-was-seized-
by-immigration-bounty-hunters. 
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To assist the Subcommittee’s understanding of the training and incentives currently 
provided to ICE agents regarding their interactions with U.S. citizens, as well as ICE’s actions 
towards Representative Paris, please provide the following information to the Subcommittee by 
September 9, 2025: 
 

1. Please provide a detailed description of any incentives, including compensation, 
promotion, and other benefits, offered to ICE agents for arresting certain individuals or 
making a certain number of arrests;  

 
2. Please provide a list of all U.S. citizens that have been detained by ICE agents from 

January 21, 2025, to the present, including where they have been detained and the length 
of their detention;  

 
3. Please provide a detailed description of the training ICE agents receive concerning the 

use of force; and 
 

4. Please identify the ICE employee(s) responsible for maintaining ICE’s account on X, 
@ICEgov, on August 15, 2025, and August 16, 2025. 

 
In addition, please provide the Subcommittee with the following records13 by September 

9, 2025, and any subsequently produced records responsive to these requests on a bi-weekly basis 
thereafter: 

 
1. All records related to the detention of U.S. citizens by ICE agents from January 21, 

2025 to the present; 
 

2. All policies or procedures regarding the steps ICE agents are required to take to identify 
whether individuals are U.S. citizens;  

 
3. All policies and procedures regarding the use of force by ICE agents, including but not 

limited to:  
a. records regarding any training ICE agents receive concerning the use of force; and  
b. policies and procedures regarding the use of force against individuals who are 

observing ICE activities and not the targets of immigration enforcement. 
 
4. All records related to the decision to repost a request that the Department of Justice 

charge Representative Paris, including but not limited to: 

                                                        
13 For purposes of this request, “records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, 

including letters, memoranda, reports, notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other 
electronically-created or stored information), direct messages, chats, calendar entries, inter-office communications, 
meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal communications, and drafts (whether or not they 
resulted in final documents).   
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a. communications14 regarding the decision to repost this request; and 
b. any policies or procedures regarding posts and reposts on ICE social media 

accounts. 
 

Please contact the Subcommittee should you have any questions about responding to 
these requests.  Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
Richard Blumenthal  
Ranking Member      
Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations  
 
 

cc: The Honorable Ron Johnson 
 Chairman 
 Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations  

 
 

                                                        
14 For purposes of this request, “communications” include any records, as defined above, transmitted in any 

way between two or more individuals or entities.  


