Timeline of Requests for Witnesses and Documents Concerning the Fort Hood Shooting
Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs

April 15, 2010

November 5, 2009: 
Major Hasan kills 13 Americans at Fort Hood

November 13, 2009:
Letter sent to DOD requesting policies related to how the military handles extremist personnel and information-sharing with other agencies.

November 20, 2009: 
Letter sent to DOD requesting Major Hasan’s personnel file.

December 3, 2009: 
Letters sent to DOD, DOJ, and the Director of National Intelligence requesting witnesses and documents concerning the pre-shooting investigation of Major Hasan, Major Hasan’s conduct, and the reaction of Major Hasan’s associates and superiors to his conduct.

December 22, 2009: 
FBI Deputy Director provides briefing but not the requested witnesses and documents.  He refuses access to key FBI agents by claiming that such access would produce a ‘chilling effect’ in the conduct of intelligence activities and that access to supervisory personnel should be sufficient.

January 15, 2010:
DOD’s internal review led by former Secretary West and retired Admiral Clark issues its report on the shooting, including a restricted access concerning Major Hasan that has never been provided the Committee.

January 22, 2010: 
Letter sent to the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism John Brennan expressing concerns about the Administration’s failure to produce the requested witnesses and documents.   

February 1, 2010:

FBI produces its Domestic Investigations Operations Guide in response to the December 3 request.

February 2, 2010:

Committee staff notifies the FBI that the Chairman is willing to issue a subpoena if FBI recalcitrance continues.
February 12, 2010:
DOD produces 600 pages of documents in response to the December 3 request, of which 500 are various DOD policies (some of which were available on the Internet) and 100 are emails of little value concerning Major Hasan. DOD redacted names in the emails without justification.
March 5, 2010:
FBI produces 270 pages including general intelligence assessments, memoranda of understanding, and training documents but not documents specific to Major Hasan.

March 12, 2010:
DOD produces 250 pages of documents in response to the December 3 request, including DOD policies, a memorandum of understanding between DOD and the FBI concerning DOD participation in Joint Terrorism Task Forces, and various documents and presentations related to Major Hasan’s research.
March 23, 2010:
Letter sent to DOD and DOJ warning that subpoenas will be issued if the Committee does not receive access to FBI and DOD agents and key documents including Major Hasan’s personnel file and performance evaluations by April 19.

April 12, 2010:
FBI and DOD send letter stating that they will not produce the agents and other key documents requested in the Committee’s March 23 letter.

